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(The  newspapers  and  ma,gazi?ils^'''^i^6m'>.toch  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 


are  on  file  in  Press  Servide,  Room  LXQ--,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I 
From  New  York  Times ,  March  3  ~ 

CRISIS  THREATEI^S  IN  TRA:.'SPORT>.TION :  LaCK  OJ'' iiOXCAhS  bnU'i'S  DOwN  INI^UbTKlES— 
FIVE  SHIP  LINES  TO  QUIT  COASTAL  TRKLE-Developments  in  the  railroaa  and  shipping 
industries  in  the  last  Y/eek  threatened  to  create  a  transportation  crisis. 

The  wrost  hoxcar  shortage  in  twenty  years  affected  industrj^  throughout  tiie 
country,  with  some  flour  mills  closing  and  other '  factories  curtailj.ng  production 
because  of  the  lack  of  transportation. 

Simultaneously  the  Maritim.e  Commission  Tdthdrew  from  the  coastTO.se  steamship 
trade  on  theAtlantic  Coast,  and  five  steamship  connanies  that  had  acted  as 
general  agents  in  this  financiallj^  unprofitable  operation  announced  embargos 
on  coastv.dse  freight  and  began  laying  off  employes. 

Failure  of  the  Govorrjnent  to  solve  the  critical  domestic  shipping  situation, 
or  to  achieve  a  balance  between  rail  and  I'.'ater  transport  has  been  responsible  in 
lar.je  part  for  an  anomalous  situation  in  which  there  is  a  boxcar  shortage  of  20,- 
000  cars  daily  and  at  the  same  time  a  dying  domestic  shipping  industry  that  could 
relieve  the  railroads  of  a  considerable  burden. 


WORLD  FOOL  GAIN  'SLIGHT'  DESPITE  If  OUTPUT  RISE-Y^ashin^gton-AP-The  world  food 
situation  is  only  slightly  better  than  last  j^ear  in  spite  of  a  7  percent  increase 
in  production,,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  reported  tonight. 

Serious  shortages  continue  in  Continental  Europe,  particularly  in  Rumania, 
Germany,  Austria,  Italy  and  the  Soviet  L'nion,  the  survey  showed.    The  Far  East 
is  similarly  beset.    In  several  countries  the, present  low  level  of  rations  vdll 
have  to  be  severely  reduced  unless  large  imports  are  received  before  the  next 
harvest,"  the  department  warned,  . 

Lobking  beyond  present  supplies ,  .the  sijrvey  continued^  the  condition  of 
fall-soTvirl  crops  in  several  European  coijntries  and  in  North  Africa  is  somewiiat 
lower  than  at  this  time  last  year.     Severe  winter  "v»eather  in  several  Western 
European  covintrieSj  too,  is  reported  to  have  ca "as ed  serious  damage  to  winter 
grains  and  oilseed  crops . 


SNOr  IN  THE  Y-TSST  A  BOOF  TO  '■m\T:  Om-ijaOK  FOR  THE  WCTER  CROP  BRTGHTEm 
AS  DRY  SURFACE  SOIL  CONDITION.?  END-The  outlook  for  the  domestic  vdnter  vdieat  crop 
was  brightened  considerably  lAst  week  by  the  snoT=  in  parts  of  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Oklahoma  and  Missouri  that  have  been  complaining  of  dry  surface  soil  conditions 
recently. 

Returns  indicate  that  the  dry  spell  as  a  whole  failed  to  result  in  any 
damage  of  consequence  except  possibly  in  a  small  section  in  Oklahoma.    As  March 
is  normally  a  period  of  heavier  precipitation  than  during  the  winter  m.onths, 
traders  feel  confident  that  the  crop  has  still  a  good  to  excellent  chance  of 
returning  a  record  yield, ' 
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■Prcm  N.'f.  Journal  of  Coiimerce_,  March  3  -  ■  _ 

7;0RID  SUPPLIES  OF  SUGAR  UP  PROBivBLE  STRINGENT  SCARCITY  Y;T,LL  BE  ENDED 

BY  EARLY  1948,  SURVEY  REVEALS-T orld  supi'dies  oi  sugar  in  1947  are  expected  to  be 
about  10  percent  larger  than  in  1946  V/'hen  most  of  North  America  and  Yiest^rn 
Europe  consimed  only  65  to  75  percent  as  much  per  capita  as  preTOr  levels,  tne 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  reports  in  a  study  of  v^orld  food  condi- 
tions, 

l^.'Orld  production  in  the  19^^^6-47  season  is  expected  to  total  close  to  30 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  corapared  mth  2o.7  million  tonvS  in  the  previous 
year , 

If  production  in  1947-4?  continues  the  upv^ard  trend  started  last  season, 
it  is  probable  that  the  vrorld  stringent  sugar  scarcitj^  will  be  term.inated  by 
early  19-^3,  the  report  states. 


From  ■'■'■all  Ftreet  Journal,  1.5arch  3  - 

IvIARGIN  REQUIRB/H^NTS  ON  GRAIN  RISE  50<  TO  lOO/.-Chicago-The  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Clearing  Corp,  has  increased  commission  house  margin 
requirements  on  some  grains  50^  to  100^,  effective  on  clearing  reports  today. 

The  margin  rate  was  increased  from.  10  cents  per  bushel  to  20  cents  on 
wheat,  from  6  cents  to  12  cents  on  corn  and  from  4  cents  to  6  cents  on  oats. 

No  revision  was  made  on  margin  requirements  on  barley  and  lard. 


From  N.Y.  Herald  Tribuie,  Larch  3  -  ■ 

THAMS  U.S.  FOR  FOOD:  ROMriiv  MINISTER- OF  HEALTH  ACTS  TO  DISTRIBUTE  IT 
TITHOUT  BIAS-Bucharest-Mrs ,  Florica  Bagdasar,  Minister  of  Health,  yesterday 
thanked  the  American  ppf^ple  for  their  recent  gift  of  food  to  Romania. 

Speaking  at  a  meeting  sponsored  by  the  American  and  Romanian  Red  Cross 
societies  and  governnient  agencies,  Mrs,  Bagdasar  appealed  for  cooperation  in 
distribution  of  the  7,000  tons  of  supplies  which  President  Truman  on  Feb.  17 
ordered  diverted  from  the  ^toerican  i^rmy  to  meet  Romania's  food  crisis, 

"As  the  Americans  imderstood  our  plight,  so  let  us  Komanians  satisfy 
the  American  desire  under  standingly  and  distribute  tnis  food  "without  anv- 
political,  racial  or  am'  othsr  discomination, "  she  said. 


From  Baltimore  Sun,  March  3  - 

DROP  IN  ME>\T  PRICES  SEEN:  DECLINE  IN  FALLFDKSGAST  BY  U.S.  AOPrCY-T^ashington- 
The  Agriculture  Department  tonight  renewed  its  forecast  that  some  meat  prices 
will  drop  by  fall.    Prices  of  hogs  and  lambs  are  expected  to  c  mtinue  near  current 
levels  it  said,  but  prices  of  bettergrade  slaughter  cattle  probably  vdll  decline 
at  least  moderately. 

Reporting  a  steady  decline  in  the  purchasing  power  of  salary  and  v;are  earners 
during  the  past  several  months,  the  department  said  "this  and  other  important 
economic  foroes  suggest  a  doYmturn  in  general  business-  activity  during  the  latter 
part  of  1947"  and  a  vreakened  demand  for  m^eats . 

Prospects  still  point,  the  department  said,  to  a  larger  output  of  meat  this 
year  than  last,  with  beef  constituting  a  larger  than  usual  proportion  of  the  total 
supply  during  the  spring  and  sumjner. 

  Farm  Digest  425-47-2  ■ 


-  3  - 


rrom  St*  Louis  (Ho*)  Post-Dispatch,  Pet.  21  - 

IX)lTiGLLY  CHITIGAi  OF  SOIL  AG3KCI3S'  MYALai  111  STATS;  0T21LAPPIITG  01" 
BUaZIAUS  IIT  AGBIGULTUIS  nSPAHTIL^TT  DISCUSS3I)  AT  5ASI1T  I-EUTIITG  -  Topeka,  Kans^  - 
Gov,  Phil       Donnelly  (Eem,)  of  Missouri  v/as  joined  "by  Gov,  Val  Peterson 
(Hep)  of  i^eoraska  in  critical  interrogations  concerning  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture's  soil  conservation  work,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
MiGsouri  Basin  Inter-Agency  Committee  yesterday. 

It  v;as  brought  out,  ■  in  questioning  of  the  Agriculture  Department  repre- 
sentative in  the  comraittee,  Gladwin  E.  Young  of  Lincoln,  NelD,,  "by  Donnelly, 
Peterson  and  other  committee  memoers,   that  there  is  overlapping  of  three 
rival  programs  for  soil  conservation  within  Young's  department.    Brig,  Gen, 
Lev;is  A,  Pic^,  comjnittee  chairman  and  Army  Division  Engineer,   conceded  that 
there  v/as  overlapping, 

Donnelly  declared  there  v;as  no  question  "but  that  this  multiplication  of 
activity  existed,  and  called  on  Young  to  quit  distributing  maps,   such  as 
Young  shov/ed  here  today,  thr.t  represented  only  one  of  the  programs,  that  of 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service,     The  other  programs  are  a  phase  of  the  Agri*- 
cultural  Adjustment  Administration  and  a  special  departmental  flood  control 
prggram* 

Prom  Salt  Lake  City(Utah)  TrilDunc,.  Pels,  18  - 

SE32P  GROUP  KITS  HIIG  111  'GBA2I1TG  PEE      The  National  Wool  Growers'  ' 
Association  v/ill  fight  an  increase  of  3c  per  animal  unit  month  in  grazing  fees 
as  announced  Saturday  "by  Secretary  of  Interior  J,  A,  Krug,   said  J,  Molvin 
Jones,  secretary, 

Vir^  Jones  said  Secretary  Krug  had  notified  the  pu"blic  lands  committees 
of  the  housc  and  senate;  Sylvan  J^  Pauly,  Deer  Lodge,  ,  i'iont, ,  president  of  the 
ITational  t/ool  .Growers'  Assn,,  and  the  president  of  the  American  ITational 
Livestock-^ssn,  of  the  increase  from  5c  to  8c  per  animal  unit  month  effective 
immediately, 

"Just  what  action  IT  V  G  A  will  take  in  opposing  the  increase  has  not  yet 
iDeon  detcrminedj  "  Mr, -  Jones 'said, 

Prom-Los  Angeles  (Calif,)"  Times,  Pcli,  21- 

SPA3S  IJEJI'S.AS  EROSIOxT  AID,  .  SOIL  I'^AxI  UHGES  -  Ontario  -  The  lowly  weed, 
heretofore  held  a  pest,   came  into. its  own  today  when  J,  M,  Aime,  secretary 
of  the  Cucamonga  Mountain  Viev/  Soil  Conservation  District,   issued  a.  pica  to 
encourage  its  growth. 

Stressing  its  value  as  a  wind  erosion  preventive,  Aime  declared  that 
\reeds  8.nd  natural  grasses  have  formed  the  "best  cover  crops  this  year  and 
related  that  they  "are  the  resu.lt  of  allov/ing  the  weeds  to  produce  seed  "before 
cultivation,"  '  -  , 

"Shallov/  cultivation,  "  Aime  pointed  out  ,   "leaves  the  cover  crop  and  ■ 
prunings  on  the  surface  to  act -as  a  mulch  and  prevents  the  soil  from  "blowing 
away* " 
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Prom  Halcigh  (N.C,)  ITev/s  and  OlDscrver,  Feb,  21  - 

M  KIELS  SEEK  FERTILIZER  AID;  VCOlTGRBSSi-SlJ  1/ISE  GAIIADIAI!  AUTHORITIES 
POR  MC3E  FERTILIZER  lUG-EEEIElTTS  -  Washington  -  The  ITorth  Carolina  "delegation 
in  Congrens,  acting  today  to  .relieve  a  serious  fertilizer  shcrtage,  tele- 
graphed Canadian  authorities  urging  the  granting  of .  priori  ties  on  air.cnium 
nitrate  shipments  from  that  country -to  the  United . States,     -  ■ 

The  Tar  Keels  have  already  specifically  suggested;  that  .this  "basic  material 
for  fertilifjer  prcducti.on  te  ; given  -the -Game  priority  status  as  newsprint. 

They  advised  B,  S,  Li"bcrty,   Canadian  transpor-'^.ation  controller,  that 
such  action  is  needed  to:,  correct  "an  extreme  and  .critical  shortage  of  ainonium 
nitrate  go  tkat  ITorth  Carolina  .can  join  in  r^plicving  -the  v/orld  food  shortage," 

North  Carolina-  is  the  nation'  s  "biggest  user  of-  cocimercial  fertilizer. 

From  Little  Rock  Arkansas  Gazette,  Feh,  20  -  .'    .    :  r-.:  '  '     "  '"" 

lEAIERS  LACK^  Si^IALL  EAWi  EQUIPMSITT  _  The  plight  'of  .  150,000  Arkansas  farmers 
who  cannot  afford' fflcchani  zed  .equipment  and  a;re  uria"blc. ^to'.f  ind  horse— drawn  ma- 
chinery v/as  d'escri"be-d' f  or-.-incr.'bcrs  of  the  Arkansas  Retail  Hardware  and  Icrplc- 
'nicnt  Realors' AsSociatidn  .j'cstcrday  "by  Ho nry -Franklin-,  of.  the  Franlclin  Hardware 
Company  of  Joncs"bcro, 

I"Ir,  Frapxklin  spoke  during  a  discussion  of  dealers'  pro"blcms  at  the  conr- 
eluding  session  of  the  association. 

He  said  one  of  the  principal  .proh-lcns  of  'the;'  small  retailer  is  that  of 
finding  horso-drav/n  equipment  for  small  farmers.    He  said  manufacturers 
v/ho  foi-merly  supplies  -su-ch  items  are  uha"blc  ".to  pro.cu^'P  .;Eia1rerials  which  have 
"been  diverted  to  prcduc<irs::  of  mechanized- oquipmicnt^  /■ 

From  Omaha  (ile'b.)  Vorld'Kcrald,  •Fc"b,:. .23. -V.  ■  ,  -       '"■        ,  , 

KOOF  AIIE  MOUTH-  DISEASE  .^.Editorial' -  -The  '  sp.ecter  of  hcof-and-mouth 
disease  has  licen  trotted  cut-  so  often  as  an  argument  against  Argentinu  "beef 
importation  that  in  somie  quarters  it  is  regai  ded  as  a  stalking  horse  "by 
cattle  interests  to  prevent  foreign  competition, 

Kow  the  disease,  resulting  from  the.  importation_  of  Brazilian  cattle,  _  is 
raging  in  Mexico,     It  would  he  unfortunate  if  past  cries  of  what  some  regard 
as  "v/clf,   './olf"  v/erc  to  miinimize  the  seriousness  of  th<2  current  cut  "break, 

Hoof-and-iicuth  disease  is  among  the  gravcst^.of  anim,al  diseases.  It 
spreads  quickly  and  can  "be  stamped  out  only  "by  slaughter  of  infected  animals, 
t&ie  1924  G^ilifornia  cufbreak  necessitated  the  slaughter  of  131  thousand 
animals,-   Tn- the  ^evicn  out"breaks  since  1900,   the  cost  to  the  no.tion  from 
this  source  has-  "been  more  than  200  million  dollars. 

It  would  "be  a  mistake  if  distance  from  the  out-"Drcak  lulled  the  Midwest 
into  a  false  feeling  of  security. 

From  Montgomery  (Ala)  Advcttiscr,  Fe"b,  24  -r  ..  ' 

.CHEAPIjR  FOOE.ITOT  li'  SIGHT  -  Editorial  -  Instead  of  the  apprCcial^lc  decline 
in  food  costs  promised  a.  few  weeks  ago  "b  "  government  economists,  we  may  as 
well  make  up  our  minds  to  a  considcral-le  period  of  continuing  high 'food  costs 
A  four  per  cent  drop  in  ftirm  prices  du.ring  January  failed  to  register  at  all 
at  the  consumer' s  end  of  the  food  counter  as  predicted  "by  expertc  in  the 
Agri culture .  Department, 
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are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  4-i4A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

Prom  New  York  Times ,  March  3  -  , 

CRISIS  THREATEIiS  IN  TRAiibPOiiT^TION :  LaCK  Of  cOXGaRo  b.-iUTS  DOi<N  INliUSTklES— 
FIVE  SHIP  LllffiS  TO  QUIT  COASTAi.  TRKuE-Levelopments  in  the  railroad  and  shipping 
industries  in  the  last  Veek  thi'eatened  to  create  a  transportation  crisis. 

The  vnrost  boxcar  shortage  in  twenty  years  affected  industry  throughout  tr-e 
country,  ■'Adth  some  flour  mills  closing  and  other'  factories  curtailing  production 
because  of  the  lack  of  transportation. 

Simultaneously  the  Maritim.e  Commission  Tdthdre.Yf  from  the  coastTri.se  steam.ship 
trade  on  theAtlantic  Coast,  and  five  steansh3.p  companies  that  had  acted  as 
general  agents  in  tliis  financiallj''  unprofitable  operation  announced  embargos 
on  coastrdse  freight  and  began  laying  off  employes. 

Failure  of  the  Gove rrment  to  solve  the  critical  domicstic  shipping  situation, 
or  to  achieve  a  balance  between  rail  and  water  transport  has  been  responsible  in 
large  part  for  an  anomalous  situation  in  which  there  is  a  boxcar  shortage  of  20,- 
000  cars  daily  and  at  the  sam.e  time  a  djlng  dom.estic  shipping  industry  that  could 
relieve  the ' railroads  of , a  considerable  burden. 
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'.-rORLD'  FOOD  GAIN  'SLIGHT'  DESPITE  7^,  OUTPUT  RISE-l^ashington-AP-The  world  food 
situation  is  only  slightly  better  than  last  year  in  spite  of  a  7  percent  increase 
in  production,  the  Department  of  .Agriculture  reported  tonight. 

Serious  shortages  continue  in  Continental  Europe,  particularly  in  Rmania, 
Germany,  Austria,  Italy  and  the  Soviet  Union,  the  survey  showed.    T'he  Far  East 
is  similarly  beset.    In  several  coijntries  the  present  low  leA^el  of  rations  will 
have  to  be  severely  reduced  unless  large  im.ports  are  received  before  the  next 
harvest,"  the  department  warned, 

"Looking  beyond  present  supplies,  the  s'.jor/ey  continued,  the  condition  of 
fall— so7iTi  crops  in  several  European  countries  and  in  North  Africa  is  somev;iiat 
lower  than  at  this  tine  last  year.     Severe  winter  weather  in  several  uestPvn 
European  countries,  too,  is  reported  to  have  ca-used  serious  damage  to  vdnter 
grains  and  oilseed  crops. 


SNOT'  IN  THE  YILST  A  BOON  TH  ^'mM:  OTT^irOK  FOR  THE  'TTNTER  CROP  BKTGKTENED 
AS  DRY  SURFACE  SOIL  CONDITIONS  ET-T:)-The  outlook  for  the  domestic  winter  wheat  crop 
was  brightened  considerably' 'last  week  by  the  snow  in  narts  of  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Oklahom.a  and.  Missouri  that  have  been  complaining  of ^ dry  surface  soil  conditions 
recently,  .  '  , 

Returns  indicate  that  the  dry  spell  as  a  v/hole  failed  to  result  in  any 
damage  of  conseojience  except  possibly  in  a  small  section  in  Oklahoma.    As  March 
is  normally  a  period  of  heavier  precipitation  than  during  the  vn.nter  months, 
traders  feel  confident  that  the  crop  has  still  a  good  to  excellent,  c banc e  of 
returning  a  record' yield. 
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Ercm  N/r.  Journal  of  Coinmerce^  March  3  - 

TORID  SUPPLIES  OF  SUGAR  UP  10%:  PROBiiBLE  STRINGENT  SCARCITY  YXLL  BE  ENDED 
BY  EARLY  19/S,  SURVEY  REVEALS-T orld  supjaies  of  sugar  in  19^7  are  expected  to  be 
about  10  percent  larger  than  in  19^6  T/hen  most  of  North  America  ancl  v/estern 
Europe  consumed  only  65  to  75  percent  as  much  per  capita  as  prev/ar  levels,  tne 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  reports  in  a  study  of  vorld  food  condi- 
tions, 

T'forld  production  in  the  l^^^b-i^l  season  is  expected  to  total  close  to  30 
million  short  tons^  ravv"  value,  compared  Vvlth  2d. 7  million  tons  in  the  previous 
year , 

If  production  in  19^7-4^^  continues  the  upward  trend  started  last  season, 
it  is  probable  that  the  world  stringent  sugar  scarcity  v;ill  be  terminated  by 
early  the  report  states. 


From  Wall  street  Journal,  March  3  - 

MRGIN  REQUIRB/IENTS  ON  GRAIN  RISE  50%  TO  lOO^-Chicago-The  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Clearing  Corp,  has  increased  commission  house  margin 
requirements  on  some  grains  50^  to  100^^,  effective  on  clearing  reports  today. 

The  margin  rate  was  increased  from  10  cents  per  bushel  to  20  cents  on 
wheat,  from  6  cents  to  12  cents  on  corn  and  from  4  cents  to  6  cents  on  oats. 

No  revision  was  made  on  margin  requirements  on  barley  and  lard. 


From  N.Y.  Herald  Tribu.ie,  March  3  - 

THAMS  U.S.  FOm  FOOD:  ROIviiJ'Iix  MINISTER- OF  HEALTH  ACTS  TO  DISTRIBUTE  IT 
T.ITHOUT  BIAS-Bucharest-Mrs .  Florica  Bagdasar,  Minister  of  Health,  yesterday 
thanked  the  ■''merican  pp.<^ple  for  their  recent  gift  of  food  to  Romania. 

Speaking  at  a  meeting  sponsored  by  the  American  and  Romanian  Red  Cross 
societies  and  government  agencies,  Mrs ^  Bagdasar  appealed  for  cooperation  in 
distribution  of  the  7,000  tons  of  supplies  which  President  Truman  on  Feb.  17 
ordered  diverted  froFi  the  ^imerican  j^rmy  to  meet  Romania's  fooci  crisis, 

"As  the  ijuericans  understood  our  plight,  so  let  us  Romanians  satisfy 
the  American  desire  under  standingly  and  distribute  tnis  food  "v/ithout  any 
political,  racial  or  any  other  discomination, "  she  said. 


From  Baltimore  Sun,  Jiarch  3  - 

DROP  IN  MEi-iT  PRICES  SEFJJ:  DECLINE  IN  FALLE3ESCAST  BY  U.S.  AGF.rC^-T'ashington- 
The  Agriculture  Department  tonight  renevfed  its  forecast  that  some  meat  prices 
will  drop  by  fall.    Prices  of  hogs  and  lambs  are  expected  to  c  mtinue  near  current 
levels  it  said,  tut  prices  of  bettergrade  slaughter  cattle  probably  will  decline 
at  least  moderately. 

Reporting  a  steady  decline  in  the  purchasing  power  of  salary  and  v.^a^'e  earner; 
during  the  past  several  months,  thy  department  eaid  "this  and  other  important 
economic  foroes  suggest  a  doYmturn  in  general  business  activity  during  the  latter 
part  of  194-7"  and  a  vreakened  demand  for  m.eats ,  - 

Prospects  still  point,  the  department  said,  to'  a  larger  output  of  meat  this 
year  than  last,  with  beef  constituting  a  larger  than  usual  proportion  of  the  total 
supply  during  the  spring  and  sumjner. 
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rrom  St*  Louis  (i4o»)  Post- Dispatch,  Feb.  21  - 

I3C17-S1LY  CHITIGAL  OF  SOIL  AGSN^CISS'  RIYALRY  IN  SIATE.;  OXt^BLAPPIITG  01 
mSJ^XJS  in  ASRICULniEffi  n2PARTii:-::T  DISCUSSIjD  at  BASII^  i-eLTIilG-  -  Topeka,  Kans,  - 
G-ov,  Phil       Donnelly  (Lem,)  of  Missouri  v/as  joined  "by  G-ov^  "Val  Peterson 
(Hep)  of  ITelDraska  in  critical  interrogations  concerning  the  United  States 
iDepartnent  of  Agricultur.©^  s  soil  conservation  work,  at' a  meeting  of  the 
Missouri  Basin  Inter-^Agency  Committee  yesterday., 

.    It  was  "brought  out,  in  questioning  of  the  Agriculture  Department  repre- 
sentative in  the  comraittee,  G-ladwin       Young  of  Lincoln,  E'eh,,  hy  Donnelly, 
Peterson  and  other  committee  memoers,   that  there  is  overlapping  of  three 
rival  programs  for  soil  conservation  within  Young's  department,    Brig»  G-en, 
Lev/is  A,  Pic^,  committee  chairman  and  Army  Division  Engineer,   conceded  that 
there  v/as  overlapping, 

Donnelly  .declared  there  was  no  q^uestion  "but  that  this  multiplication  of 
activity  exi,sted,  and  called  on  Young  to  quit  distributing  maps,  such  as 
Young  shov/ed  here  today^  that  represented  only  one  of  the  programs,,  that  of 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service,     The  other  programs  are  a  phase  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Adjustment  Administration  and  a  special  departmental  flood  control 
pro. gram* 

Prom  Salt  Lake  City(Utah)  TrilDune,  PcT3»_  18  .- 

SmZ^  GSOUP  KITS  HIICJ  BT  'GEA2I1T&  TiM  -  The  National  Vool  G-rov/ers» 
Association  will  fight  an  increase  of  3c  per  animal  unit  month  in  grazing  fees 
as  announced  Saturday  "by  Secretary  of  Interior  J,  ,A,  Krug,  said  J«  Molvin 
Jones,  secretary, 

Va:^  Jones  said  Secretary  Krug  had  notified  the  public  lands  committees 
of  the  house  and  senate;  Sylvan  J^  Pauly,  Leer  Lodge,  Mont,.,  president  of  the 
iJlational  tfool  Growers*  Assn,,  and  the  president  of  the  American  ITational 
Livestock  Assn.,  of  the  increase  from  5c  to  8c  per  animal  unit  month  effective 
immediately, 

"Just  what  action  F  V  G-  A  will  take  in  opposing  the  increase  has  not  yet 
hegn  determined, "Mr,  Jones  said,  •  • 

Prom  Los  Angeles  (Calif,)  Times,  Pcb.  21  -   '    '      '       ' '  ■ 

SPAHS  IJEJI^.AS  EROSIOiT  AID;  SOIL  MAiT  UHQES      Ontario  -  The  lowly  weed, 
heretofore  held  a  pest,   came  into  its  own  today  \/h en  J,  .M,  .Aimc,  secretary 
of  the  Cucamonga  Mountain  Yiev/  Soil  Conservation  District,  .  is  sued  a  plea  to 
encourage  its  growth,  ■  ' 

Stressing  its  value  as  a  v/ind  erosion  preventive,  Aimc  declared  that 
v/ceds  and  natural  grasses  have  formed  the  "best  cover,  crops  this  j/car  and 
related  that  they  "arc  the  result  of  allov/ing  the  weeds  to  produce  seed  "before 
cultivation,"  '  • 

"Shallow  cultivation^"  Aime  pointed  out  ,  ."loaves  the  cover  crop  and 
prunings  on  the  surface  to  act  as  a  mulch  and  prevents  the  soil  from  blowing 
av/ay,  " 
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Prcn  Salei^h  (H.  C.)  lTew3  and  OlDscrver,  FcTd, -21  - 

TMi  K3ELS  SEEK  FZiHTILIZSR  AID;  C01JGHESSi-3IJ  UliS  CAlIilDIAZ  AUTHOHITES 
M  MC3:]  yjjETILIZEE  IUGBEDISUTS  -  Washington  -  The  llorth  Carolina  dcloeation 
•in  Gon^rcss,  acting  todaj  to  relievo  a  :serious  fertilizer  shortage,  tele- 
graphed Canadian .authorities  urging ^thc  granting  of  priopitics- on; amcnium 
nitrate  shipments  •■from  that  country  -to  the  United .  States,  ■  ^ 

The  .Tar  Keels  have  rJrcady  specifically  suggested  that  this  ■  lias ic  material 
for  fertili::cr  prcd,uction.  "be  gi.Ycn  the.  same  priority -status  as  newsprint, 

They  advised  B,  S,  Liliortj^,  .,  Canadian  ti;ansportation_controller,.  that 
such  action  is  needed.. to  correct  "an- cxtromc -and  critical ,  shortage  of  ainonium 
nitrate  so  that.lTorth  Carolina  can  ^oin  in  rcLicvin):;  tnc  world  food  shortage," 

ilorth  Carolina,  is  .  the  nati.on' s  higgest  .user  of  coEUTicrcial  fertilizer, 

From  Little  Eock  Arkansas  Gazette,  Jc'b,  20  -  ^  ,  .    ,  .  ' 

IEA.Il:]ES  lack,,  small  PAWi  .EQUIEI^ITT  -  The  plight  ,  of  15Q,. 0.00  Arkansas  fariaers 
who  cannot  afford  mechanizpd  .equipment  and  arc  unalilc  to  find  "horse— drawn  ma- 
chinery was 'dcscrilied  for  m.e.-i"bc.rs  of  the  Arkansas.  Retail  Hardware,  and  Imple- 
ment Lealors  Asso ciation,,y.e,3tcrday  hy  Henry  Franklin  of  the  Eranklin  Hardware 
Company  of  JonccTDorCo 

Eranklin  spoke  during  a  discussion  of  dealers'  prolilcms  at  the  cor^- 
cluding  session  of  the  association. 

He  said  one  of  the  princij>al  T:ro"blcms  of  the  small  retailer  is  that  of 
finding  horse-drawn  equipm.cnt  for  small  farmers.    He  said  manufacturers 
who  form.crrly  supplies-  such  items  arc.  unahlc  to  procure  matOTials  y/hich  have 
"been  diverted  to  prcduccrs  of  mcchani.zcd  oquipmcnt,,  .  • 

Erora  Omaha  (Hel),)  World  Herald,  Eeh,:  23  -  ..  :  •  '  r       '  • 

HOOE  Aim  MOUTH 'disease  -  Editorial  r-  TheV  specter  of  :hcof-and-mouth 
disease  has  heen  trotted  cut.  so  .often  as  an  argiamcnt  against  Argentine  hccf 
importation  that  in  some  quarters  it  is  regai  ded  as  a  stalking  horse  l)y 
cattle  interests  to  prevent  foreign  conrpetition, 

I'ow  the  disease,  resulting  from  the  im.portation  of  Brazilian  cattle,  ^  is 
raging  in  Mexico,     It  would  'be  unfortunate  if  pa,3t  cries  of  what  some  regard 
as  "v/clf,   wolf"  wore  to  minimize  the  seriousness  of  the  current  cufbreak, 

Hoof-and-i-icuth  disease  is  among  the  gravest  of  animal  diseases,  ^  It 
spreads  quickly  and  can  "be  stamped  out  rnly  "by  slaughter  of  infected  animals. 
The  1924  C^ilifornia  cufbreak  necessitated 'the  slaughter  of  131  thousand 
animals.     In .  the- sevxeii  outbreaks  since  1900,   tlie  cost  to  the  nation  from 
this  s:ourcc  ha.s  "been  more  than  200  million  dollars. 

It  would  "be  a  mistake  if  distance  from  the  oufbreak  lulled  the  Midwest 
into  a  false  feeling  .of  security, 

Eromi  Montgomery  (lla)  Advcttiser,  Ee"b,  24  - 

CHEAPER  EOOP  'ITOT  IE  SICSIT*-  Editorial  -  Instead  of  the  app-ecia"blc  decline 
in  fC'd  costs  'proiriiscd  a  few  weeks  .-^.go  "b  ■  govcri-uncnt  economists,  \;e  may  as 
l^;ell  make  up  our  niinds  to  a  considcral'le  period  of  continuing  high  food  costs 
A  four  per  cent  drop  in  f;irm  pr'tccs  during  January  failed  to  register  at  all 
at  the  consumer' s  end  of  the  food  counter  as  predicted  "by  expcrtc  in  the 
Agriciilturc  Department, 
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From  New  York  Tim.es,  Iferch  5  - 

•     COTTON  EXCHANGE  IS  CLOSED  BY  OJIE-DAY  STRIKE.  -  Trading  will  be  resumed  this 
morning  on  t he  New  York  Cotton  Exchange:  as  the  result  of  a  settlement,  announced 
at  11;15  o'clock  last  night,  cf  a  strike  by  100  of  its  clerical  and  maintenance 
em.ployes  that  closed  the  exchange  yesterday.     The  temiporary  suspension  of  trading 
was  the  first  shut-down  of  a  major  commodity  or  security  exchange  owing  to  a  labor 
dispute. 


DISTRIBUTORS  OF  MILK  IN  N.  Y,  PREDICT  SHORTAGES  UP  TO  30^  IN  DELIVERIES  - 
Milk  for  -"-^ew  ^ork's  metropolitan  area  trickled  in  from  snow-covered  up-State  sec- 
tions yesterday  at  a  rate  that  led  distributing  comipanies  to  predict  shortages 
of  up  to  30  percent  in  today's  local  deliveries,. 

l¥ith  a  few  farm  communities  snowed  in  almost  completely  and  trucks  and 
milk  trains  stalled  or  delayed  in  some  areas  of  the  six-State  in.ilkshed  serving 
New  York  and  its  environs,  Edward  0,,  Mather,   executive  director  of  the  Milk 
Dealers  Association  of  Metropolitan  New  York,   said  supplies  today  might  be  25  to 
30  percent  short. 


Frem  Nev;  "^ork  Journal  of  Corcm.erce,  March  5  - 

TOTiiL  1947-48  COTTON  PLANTINGS  FORECAST  AS  19,723,000  ACRES;  FARMERS  IN 
BELT  ICTEIH)  TO  INCREASE  ACREAGE  BY  8.5  PER  GENT  OVF.R  1946,  BUT  SHORT  OF  GOALS  - 
Farmers  will  plant  19,  723,000  acres  in  cot.ton  this  sprinp-,  en  increase  of  8.5  per 
cent  over  final  harvested  acreage  of  the  current  season,   it  was  reported  by  Jour- 
nal -^f  ConuTierce  correspondents  in  a  survey  of  intentions  to  plant  8g  of  Mar,  1, 
1947.     Intended  acreage  appeared  to  be  3,377,000  acres  short  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture's  ^roal  of  23,  100,000  acres  for  the  1947-48  season. 

Only  two  States,   New  Mexico  and  Tennessee,  out  of  the  nineteen  States  sur- 
veyed in  the  belt,   indicated  that  plantings  would  exceed  the  recommended  goals. ■ 
Two  States  producing  non-rain-r;rown  cotton  reported  intentions  to  equal  the 
recommendations  as  did  the  miinor  cotton  producing  States,  ■  such  as  Florida  and 
Virginia. 

Major  factors  in  the  small  increase  in  acreare  were  the  shortage  fer- 
tilizers, particularly  nitrates,  tHe  "sufficiency  of  seed  for  only  o.ne  planting, 
and  the  high  cost  of  farm  labor  generally.     Some  increase,  however,  v/as  expected 
as  a  result  of  the  current  high  prices  paid  for  cotton. 


REVISE  SET -ASIDE  OF  RICE  ^OR  CUBA-'"'ashington(AP)   -  The  Ap-ricultural  Depart- 
ment acted  today  to  speed  a  frreater  supply  of   rice  to  Cuba  to  meet  needs  of*  sugar 
industry  workers.     From  ^vlarch  1  until  further  notice  the  department  mil  credit 
mills  with  m.eeting  Governm.ent  set-aside  requirements  at  the  rate  of  one  bag  for 
each  bag  of  rice  exported  to  Cuba,     In  February  mills  were  credited  at  the  rate  cf 
one  bag  for  each  two  shipped, 

(  Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
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From  New  York  Journal  of  Comirierce,  March  5  (Cont,)  - 

SUGAR  REFIMRS  FAVOR  RATIO^riKG;  TO  EI\D  ■  COITROLS         '7DTJLD  BRING  CHAOS,' 
BUT  UTS  1947  im  BE  SiiFE,   SEInTE  T OLD --;s. shine: to n(AP)   -  George  Dice,  OFA  ration- 
ing chief,   said  today  Cons^ress  should  retain  price  controls  on  sugar  if  it  de- 
cides to   scrap  the  rationing  system. 

He  contended,  however,  before  a  Senate  Banking  Subcommittee  that  the 
rationing  program  should  be  extended  beyond  the  Iv'kr.  31  expiration  date.  This 
is  necesss-ry,  he  said,  for  "equitable"  distribution  and  to  build  up  sugar  stocks 
"to  near  the  figures  in  normal  years." 

Dice's  plea  for  continued  controls  was  echoed  by  E.  M,  Baldrige,  represent- 
ing the  United  States  Cane  Sugar  Refineries  Association. 

"If  controls  were  taken  off  now,  we  would  m.ake  m.ore  money,  but  jre  want 
controls  left  on  for  the  present,"  Baldrige  said,  adding: 

"  ie  will  be  the  first  to  ur^e  lifting  of  controls  at  the  proper  time.  I 
, think  by  late  fell  "v^e  can  see  daylight.     I  hope  controls  can  safely  be  removed 
late  in  1947.     To  thj'ow  the  whole  thing  out  now  would  bring  on  chaos." 

Loring  Overman,  representing  the  American  Bottlers  of  Carbonated  Beverages, 
and  Harold  0,  Smith,  Jr.,  for  the  National   Confectioners'  Association,   also  op- 
posed ending^  controls  March  31> 


From  New  York  Wall  Street  Journal.,  rAarch  5  - 

mSHIFGTON  SEES  U.S.   SERVING  AS  FAI^TRY  FOR  ^"ORLD  AT  LE^iST  TILL  '48;  ROLE 
IITDICATED  BY  HOOVER  F.-JH^TE  DATA-.'Jashington  -  The  United  States  ulll  remain  tlie 
world's  breadbasket  for  many  months  to  comie  —  at  least  until  the'  harvest  of  1948, 

That's  the  conclusion  top  food  officials  in  the  Federal '  Government  a«re 
reaching  after  a  study  of  foreign  crop  prospects  and  a  oerusal  of  the  first  chap- 
ter of  ex-President  Herbert  Hoover's  report  on  farriine  conditions  in  occupied 
Germany. 

This  abrupt  change  in  the  thinking  of  key  agricultural  economists  m.eans 
the  U.   S.  will  be  helpin;?  feed  a  large  part  of  Europe  ard  Asia  for  a  longer  period 
than  sxiyone  in  this  Capital  thought  likely  a  few  m.onths  ap-o.     Its  financial  im- 
plications can  have  a  direct  bearing. on  the  conduct  of  American  foreign  policy, 
and  on  efforts  of   G.O.P,  Congressmen  to  cut  down  Federal  expenditures. 


THE  PRICE  OF  FOOD -Editor  ial  -  71th  alm.ost  every  passing  day  the  world-' s  •■ 
need  of  food  appears  in  larger  and  larger  proportions.     Pressure  on  the  United 
States  to  send  foodstuffs  abroad  by  sale  an^"  p-ift  increase's.     Inevitably,  our 
markets  for  grain  and  livestock  rise.  ... 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  refuse  to  heed  the  world's  cry  for  food.  But 
there  i  s  a.  little  something  thot  our  Government  can  da  to  mioderate  the  impact  of 
export  dem.ands  upon  the  purses  of  its  ovth.  citizens.     It  can  cease  m.aking  plans  to 
subsidize  any  outward  miovement  of  foods.     If  President  Truman  should  peremptorily 
order  all  Government  agencies  tc  refrain  from  price-bolstering  actions  of  any  kind 
the  people  would  undoubtedly  support  him.  vath  enthusiasm.. 

Fe  suggest,  further,  that  tlie     Depertment  of  Ao-riculture  exert  itself  miore 
vigorously  than  it  has  to  arouse  farm.ers  to  the  special  danger  to  them  of  the 
"boom  and  bust"  sequence,     Somie  of  them,  are  already  aware  of  it  and  are  wholly  out 
of  sympathy  mth  the  political  theory  that  .prices  for  farm,  products  cannot  possibly 
p-o  too  high  for  the  farmer' s  frood. 


Farm  .Digest  a4.45-47-2 


~  3  * 


?roin  Phi?.a^lphia  Inquirer,  Mar»  2  - 

HiGG-  HQAHDIITG  BY  U,  S,  RAPPSD  -  C-oVernment  hoarding  of  eg.^s  was  t)lamed  "b;^ 
an  officia.1  of  the  Philadelphia  Produce  Exchange  yesterday  for  an  "artificial 
shortage"  that  has  kept  egg  prices  unseasonably  high, 

*•    Tne  charge  was  made  hy  Joseph  Buschel,  a  director  of  the  exchange,  in 
telegrams  to  Secreta.ry  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson  and  Senators  Prancis 
J,  Myers  and  Edward  l%rtin. 

It  came  as  "best  quality  eggs  were  "being  sold  at  .  58  cents  a  dozen  in 
Philadelphia  chain  stores, 

Buschel,  calling  the  market  "chaotic"  with  "unprecedented  shortages  and  con- 
sumer prices  mounting  daily,  "  demanded  that  the  Federal  G-overnir.ent  halt  its 
egg-huying  until  production  hits  peak  volume  in  the  middle  of  April; 

The  Philadelphia  market  official  said  the  Federal  "buying,  earmarked  for 
export  of  dried  and,  frozen  eggs,  had  cut  deeply  into  su-oplies  that  norm-ally 
v/ould  he  plentiful  at  this  time  of  year. 

By  'creating  an  unnatural  shortage,  Buschel  added,  the  G-cvernment  has  forced 
up  prices  that  otherwise  v/ould  "be  low. 

Prom  Water tovm  Tim^es,  Peh,  25  - 

PPJCE  'SPEBAP*  PROBE  IS  ASKSP  -  Alhany  -  American  Lahor. party  legislators 
today  introduced  a  "bill  authorizing  the  commissioner  of  agriculture  a,nd  mar- 
kets to  investigate  the  "spread"  between  prices  paid  farmers  for  milk  and  those 
paid  "by  consuixere. 

The  "bill  was  offered  "by  Senator  Kenneth  Sher"bell  and  Assem'blyman  Samuel 
Kaplan,  both  of  Kings  county,   the  only  ALP  legislators. 

In  calling  for  the  probe,  they  pointed  to  alleged  "machinations"  on  the 
part  of  large  milk  handlers  to  influence  the  price  of  dairy  products.  They 
said  the  consumer  was  "obviously  being  victimized"  while  the  smiill-  farm.er  was 
not  getting  his  share  ef  the  high  price. 

Prom  Minneapolis  .(Minn,)  Tribune,  Peb,  25  -  . 

POULTHI  DISEASE  KBEE  TO  STAY  EXPEPT  BELIEVES  _.  Newcastle  disease,  dread' 
poultry  disorder,  is  in  Minnesi^ta  to  stay,  in  the  opinion  of  Pr,  Ralph  West, 
executive  secretary  of  the  state  livestock  sani tary. beard, 

.Er,  ¥est  informed  the  appropriations  committee  of  the  state  house  of 
re-^jrcsentatives  Monday  that  eradication  of  the  disease  probably  will  await 
"such  time  as  we  have  sufficient  personnel  and  money  a.vailable,  " 

In  response  to  questions  by  A,  L,-  Boze,  Petroit  .Lakes,  Jr.  ¥est  said  the 
disease  probably  would  have  to  be  eliminated  "on  an  area  "basis," 

Severa.l  bills  request  legislative  reimbursement  for  poultry  owners  for 
all'eged  damage  .to  flocks  resulting  from  "quarantines"  im.posed  by  the  com.mission, 

ApproxiBiately  33.  flocks  were  quarantined  by  the  board  during  the  biennium 
for  Ilewcastle,  and  subsequent  laboratory  tests  showed  that  all  but  tT,\ro  ha.d  the 
disease,,  Pr,  ¥est  said. 
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rrcra  Marii:atc  (Minn.)  Free  Press,  PeTj,  22  - 

SUBSIDY  -  EditoTial  -  One  of  the  most  hotly  condeir.ned  Hew  Deal  policies 
during  the  depression  was  the  practice  of  plov/ing  under  portions  of  certain 
crops  to  prevent  surpluses  from  ruining  government— pegged  farm  rracticcs,  For 
a  time  farmers  even  •'/ere  paid  not  to  raise  some  crops,    A  decade  later  Washing- 
ten  is  in  much  the  sam.e  position.     This  time  its.prohlem  is  literally  hot 
potatoes. 

Under  a  suhsidy  program  to  keep  farming  profitahle,   the  government  "bought 
at  $2,20  a  "bushel  the  surplus  of  last  year's  record  potato  crop.     Tons  of  them 
now  are  rotting  in  warehouses  and  at  open  air  storage  points  and  the  Depart- 
ment of -Agriculture  has  tried  desperately  to  get  rid  of  them,  regardless  of 
price,  VvTithout  ■  destroying  the  domestic  market. 

In  desperation  as  storage  stocks  continued  to  rot,   the  government  ordered, 
the  start  of  potato  dumpinvj  for  use,  as  fertilizer,    Farmers  plcv/ed  them  under. 

In  ITew  York,  for  instance,  potatoes  continued  to  retail  at  $2,50  a  "busliel, 

From  Canton  (Ohio)  Repository,  Feh,  26  - 

H0&3  $30;  PROPH'-iTS  ZmO  -  Editorial  -  An  all-time  pork-price  record  of' 
$30  a  hundred  has  "been  reached,  accompanied  "by  an  all-time  low  in  prophecy* 
Everyhofjy  concerned  seems  to  have  guessed  wrong. 

It  is  ohvious  that  when  hogs  on  the  hoof  sell  so  high  that  pork  on  the  ta"ble 
must  hring  in  the  neighhorhord  of  $1  a  pound  there  is  a  shortage  of  supply 
relative  to  demand.     This  is  elementary,  "but  at  the  same  time  so  extremely 
complicated  no  one  understands  it. 

President  Truman  said  last  svonmer.  he  was  "baffled  "because  there  were  so  many 
hogs  on  fa.rms  and  so  few  in  the  markets.    Patient  critics  pointed  out  to  him. 
and  to  the  "backers  of  the  OPA,  v/ho  at  tha,t  time  were  doing  his  thinking  for  him 
that  there  v/ere  alarmingly  few  hogs,  on  farms  and  that  there' d  "be  no  pork  on  the 
table  at  a.ll  lonlcss  OPA  lifted  price  ceilings. 

These  same  critics,  however,  seemed  to  take  the  position  that  if  price 
deilings  were  lifted,   there"by  "bringing  hogs  to  r.arket,   they  would  come  in  sucii 
a^uantities  that  the  price  of  pork  would  go  do\vn,  after  a  flurry  tov/ard  the  "blue 
sky.     In  short,   they  seemed  to  hclievc  there  would,  "be  enough  hog  meat  forth— 
comang  to  keep  down  the  price,  v/hilc  pointing  oxxt  at  the  sojne  time  that  there 
was  an  over-all  shortage  in  the  hog  census. 

Prom  Portland  (Me.)  Press  Herald,  Pe"b.  2S  - 

COALS  TO  llilWCASTLE  _  Editorial  -  Every  once  in  a  while  the  force  in  some 
of  the  old  adages  is  surprisingly  revealed.     There  is  tiiat  one  a"bout  carrying 
coals  to  Hcv/castle,     It  is  now  appli  ca'bic  to  potatoes,    Kenneth  C,  Lovejoy 
told  the  Portland  Clu."b  last  Monday  evening  that  Aroostook  cannot  obtain  thorn 
for  school  lunT3hcs,  except  through  Portland  wholesale  houses.    He  told  the  club 
more  than  that:     that  Aroostook  schools  have  to  buy,  in  Portla.nd  although  as 
little  as  half  a  mile  a.way  potatoes  are  being  diijnped  upon  the  land  to  rot,  "It 
is  poor  psychology,  "  he  said,  ''"to  ask  farmers  to  grow  potatoes  v;hcn  the  Govern- 
ment allows  some  $80,000,000  worth  of  then  to  rot  throughout  the  ilation  v/hile 
the  people  of  Europe  and  Asia  are  starving^ " 
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From  New  York  Times,  March  4  - 

PORK  BOYCOTT  IS  tJRGED:  AIIERIGAN  HOUSEVKSS  GROUP  BALKS  AT  PRICE  OF  $1 
A  POUND-Glen  Rock,  N. J. -American  Housei'dves  Organized,  Inc.,  started  today  a 
boycott  of  pork,  urging  all  h^useiMives  "to  let  pork  and  pork  oroducts  rot  in 
stores  and  vrarehouses  rather  than  pay  a  dollar  a  pound  for  it." 

Mrs,  Gloria  Bartlett  of  this  place,  president,  said  the  organization 
v;as  determined  to  spread  the  boycott  from  town  to  town  across  the  country. 

""Je  won't  strike  or  picket  or  in  any  way  contribute  to  the  heavy 
burden  of  the  Government,"  Mrs.  Bartlett  said,     "Some  of  us  may  have  the  m^oney 
to  buy  pork  and  other  exo'^bitant  items,  but  none  of  us  has  the  moral  right 
to  let  one  small  group  of  people  walk  all  over  us  in  order  that  they  may  swell 
their  own  coffer's  and  grow  fat  on  the  money  that  must  somehow  be  made  to  support 
OUT"  hom^es  and  families," 


POTATO  DAY  IN  CONGRESS:  DINING  ROOMS  SERVE  ^RES  CAKE,  BREAD,  CHIPS 
KADE  FROM  IT-^'^ashington-Free  potato  bread,  potato  cake  and  potato  chips,  supplied 
by  commercial  bakeries,  were  served  in  the  House  and  Senate  dining  rooms  today. 

Use  of  potato  flour  in  bread  and  other  bakery  products  has  been  urged 
by  Representative  Paul  V.  Shafer,  Republican,  !{ichigan,  as  a  solution  for  the 
ootato  surplus.     F^ccerpts  from^  his  remarks  were  printed  on  cards  on  the  dining 
room  tables. 


EI^JDS  EXPORT  CURBS  ON  COTTON  '^ABRICSJfashingt on-All  broad  woven  cotton 
textiles  will  be  freed  fromL  export  controls  effective  March  15, --the  Comumerce 
Department  announced  today,  -    ■      •       -   ■  •  • 

From  ^'■lall  Street  o^ournal,  March  4  -  "'^-.^ 

"NOBODY  "TINS, "    Spurting  farmi  prices  again  h^^s^r'^'hiii5,e  that  /id  truth 
about  -ar..  "  '  ^  / 

SentiiTient  grows  that  battered  Europe  "must  be  fed"  roo;;^  anther  year. 
Few  realize  how  sharp  can  be  the  impact  of  such  a  feeding  on  the'U*/.  economy. 
It's  possible  for  it  to  mean  the  difference  between  an  "adjustment"  and  a  "bust"' 
somietime  ahead.  •  .  .-  ' 

Heavier  food  exports  naturally  push  prices  higher  on  food  products  at 
home.     It's  inescapable.    And  as  hom.e  food  orices  climb,  the  case  is  strengthened 
for  higher  wage  demands  of  labor  in  manufacturing  industry.    This  leads  to  higher 
prices  on  manufactured  products.     It's  the  old  cycle  that  finally  pushes  finished 
goods  prices  beyond  the  finger  tips  of  consiLmers.     And  then  the  collapse.  One 
thing  is  certain.     -,fhat  the  U.S.  taxpayer  pays  for  food  actually  given  away  will 
be  relatively  little.    The  big  cost  item  lies  in  the  billions  of  dollars  th?,t  can 
be  added  to  home  grocery  bills  by  heavy  exports. 
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From  "''all  Street  Journal,  March  U  r~  . 

HE4VY  '''fHEAT  EXPORTS  ahead  nov;  seem  a  certainty. 

Agriculture  Secretary  Andersen  says  the  Government  vjill  start  buying 
nev)  crop  wheat  as  soon  as  it  comes  from  the  fields  this  summer.  Ex-President 
Hoover  says  Germany  alone  v/ill  need  100  million  bushels  of  grain  from  our  next 
crop.    Reports  of  dismaL  croo  prospects  continue  to  trickle  from  the  shattered 
continent.     It  all  fits  into  huge  export  pattern.    Wr.  Hoover  hasn't  OA^erstressed 
the  gravity  of  Europe's  position. 


OR\IN  CROP  PROSPECTS  continue  tonnotch  in  this  country.    Moisture  content 
of  the  soil  is  excellent.    Rain  and  snovj  falling  over  the  past  weekend  v<;as  vjorth 
millions  of  dollars.    Talk  of  damage  to  the  Southviest  vrheatlands  from  recent  v-dnds 
is  petering  out. 


TOMATO  GRO'^ERS  will  be  protected  from  the  blight  that  hit  them  in  1946- 
Cooperating  with  the  Federal  Government  in  setting  *up  a  widespread  warn- 
ing syst.em  are  specialists  in  32  states.     Any  outbreak  of  the  destructive  "late 
blight"  (as  the  tomato  plant  killer  is  called)  will  bring  the  warning  system 
into  action.     Thus  growers  will  be  given  time  to  spray  tiheir  fields  before  the 
disease  hits  them. 


U.S.  TO  RECALL  UP  TO  -^^10  'LTLLION  0^  IIE.\T  SUBSIDY  PAID  PACKERS- 'f ashing ton- 
The  Government  plans  to  call  back  between  o5  million  and  '^10  million  paid  in 
meat  subsidies. 

Office  of  ^'Jar  Mobilization  and  Reconversion  officials  say  they  have 
decided  that  slaughterers  who  sold  above  price  ceilings  are  not  entitled  to 
the  roll  back  bonuses. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  CoiTimerce,  March  U  - 

ABANDON  SUBSIDY,  COTTON  '^N  URGE:  N.^.  COTTON  EXCHANGE  Ta\DERS  F'A/OR 
END  OF  2c  EXPORT  BONUS-Proposals  to  abandon  the  cotton  export  subsidy  were 
indorsed  enthusiastically  bv  cotton  traders  and  members  of  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchiange  in  a  survey  of  opinion  by  The  Journal  of  Commerce  yesterday.. 


SUG.\R  STUDY-''J.  S.  Mack,  president  of  Pepsi  Cola,  urged  the  Senate 

subco.T:imittee  studying  legislation  to  extend  sugar  controls  to  end  rationing 

hut  maintain  price  and  inventory  controls.  He  proposed  a  top  of  15c  a  pound 
for  sugar. 
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From  ITew  Tork  Herald  TriMne,  fer..  1  -     ■  ' 

'TBADE  0?  PEAIC  STOSAGB  STOCKS  "OF  POOP;  rlAsiGTiKG  -SPESI^PP'  C^LI^JI' 

.VITAL  TO  ilA.KE  HOG-  lOR  HM  GEOP  IiUE  ABOUT  MY  '1  -  With'perishatle  foods  now 
in  cold  storage  totaling  atout  4,000,000,000  pounds,   including  a  record  140,- 
000,  000  pounds  of  turkey,  a  speed-up  in  marketing  is  vital,  the  food  industry 
ivas  v/arned  yesterday  "by  William  C,  Grow,  director  of  the  market  facilities 
"branch  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Vir^  Crow  told  •memhers-  of  the  Ivorth  Atlantic  Chapter  of  the  Association  »f 
Refrigerated  warehouses,  that  they  should  "rush  liquidation  of  foods,  particu- 
larly fruits  and  vegetahles,  "  to  make  rooxa  for  nev;  crops  expected  a"bout  May  1,^ 

On  ^eht  1,  he  said,  freezers  in  the  United  States  were  filleyd  to  85  per 
cent  of  capacity,   "the  highest  level  since  I'et,  1,  1944,  when  so  much  food  was 
held  for  the  armed  forces,"    Only  2  per  cent  of  the  food  nov/  in  storage  is 
owned  hy  government  agencies,  he  added. 

Urging  that  moxc  -foods  "be  moved  from  v/arehouses  to  market,  Mr,  Crow  jiointed 
out  that  "if  the  "January  rate  v/ere  continued  it  would  take  two  years  to  elimi- 
nate all  the  vegetahles  v/e  have  in  storage;  sixteen  months  to  get  rid  of  all 
the  fruit, "  ' .  -  ■ 

Jrom  the  Boston  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Pel),  26  - 

MILK  PPcOEUCSRS  SS3  SHOP-TAGS  UiTISSS  U.  S.  STABILIZES  PRICE  ^  Washington  - 
The  National  Co-operative _ Milk  Producers  Pederation  declared  today,  that 
"dilatory"  government  price  policies  threatened  the  nation  with  a  shortage 
of  dairy,  products  hy  fall.,  '  . 

.Through  its  President,  John  Brandt,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the  Pedera- 
tion said  that  unless  the  Agriculture  department  acts  t'o  support  dairy  prices 
this  spring  and  summer,  when  production  reache's  its  yearly  peak,  many  .'dairy 
farmers  v/ill  "be  forced  out  of  "business, 

1^,  Brandt  said  it  was  \'/ithin  the  power  of  the  Agriculture  Department  to 
provide  adeq_uate  floors,  on  the  dairy  prices,  "but  added! 

"Unless  this  power  is  used,  ■  hov/ever,   dairy  prodvicers  and  the  public  at 
large  are  threatened  with  market  chaos  this  spring.    The  restilt  will  "be 
distress  prices  and  apparent  suirpluses.     By  fall,  however,   these  will  "become 
sky  rocketing  prices  and  consumer  shortages,"- 


Prom  l^-lilv/aLikee  Journal,  PelD,  27  —  '  , 

ASi:  STROlIGT-iR  P0R21ST  LAWS  COITTROLS  OLT"  C0L:LrTI3S  -  Madison,  Wis.  -  Revision 
of  Wisconsin' s  forest  crop  land  laws  to  make  it  easier  to  create  county 
forest  lands  and  harder  to  sell  them  to  private  individuals  was  recomncnded 
to  the  senate  agriculture  and  conservation  committee  Wednesday, 

Senator  Lenroot  (.Rep,,  Superior)  explained  the' "bill  to  the  committee* 
Passage  v/as  urged  "by  Prcd  &.  Wilson,   superintendent  of  co— operative  forestry 
for  the  state  conservation  department,    K''©  one  opposed  the  measure. 

Creation  of  co\mty  forest  lands  \«;euld  "be  greatly '  simplified  \uader  the 
"bill,  Lenroot,  said,    •  County  "boards"  could  acquire  land  for  county  forests  "by. 
resolution;    Under  the  present  law, '  such  action  must  go  to  the  voters  in  a  ■ 
referendum,  '  ■,  '      '  ■  ■ 


mm 
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Jrom  ravenport  Peirxcrat  and  Leader,  I'e'b,  27  - 

GOPiT  COBS  AT  10  PL^i  BUSHLL  JOR  IITDUSTPJAL  t;S3  VAY  AIjD  10  IA.i?ISRS' 

IITCOLIj  -  V/asliington  -  Exact  dollar;?  and  cents  are  not  ;'ct  entirely  definite, 
but  the  v/ay  things  look  noiv,  midwest  corn  growers  are  on  the  verge  of  a  new 
'income  — -  somewhere  around  10  cents  per  'bushel  for  their  ccbs.     Gobs  —  that 
is        from  a  bushel    of  corn  in  the  ear, 

lliat' s  what  the  department  of  agriculture  believes  is  in  the  cards.  And 
it  has  a  pretty  good  feason  to  think  so,   for  the  A,  of  A,  regional  laboratory 
at  Peoria,   in  its  pilot  plant,  has  unearthed  such  a  flood  of  by-products  out 
of  corh  cobs  that  even  one  or  two  of  them  could  make  thoir  utilization  highly 
jirofi  table, 

.  The  Peoria  pilot  laboratory  has  been  in  full  operation  only  a  few  v/eeks 
and  is  ur-able  as  yet  to  give •  evidence  on  the  cconomiics  of  using  we.ste  pro- 
ducts.    It  ha.s  not  gone  into  the  possible  uses  of •  crrn  stalks.     It  has  done 
some  work  ojl  wheat  straxv  that  seem^s  'highly  encouraging,    But  things  that  wc 
old  lowanS  call  weeds  have  not  been  explored  hardly  at  all. 

But  "this  much  is  knov/n  and  has  been  proven.     The  first  take—off  on  corn 
cobs  is  furfural,    Peoria  chemists  think  they  can  produce  it  about  a  cent 
a  pound  under  the  present  miarkot  price.     They  believe  that  corn  cobs  will 
produce  a  dextrose  that  can  be  converted  into  alcohol  that  on  a  competitive 
basic  will  negate  black-strap  m.clases  imports.     That  is  a  thing  Iowa  and  other 
mid— v/cst  corn  growers  have  been  battling  for  decades, 

\         ■  ■  ■ 

Prom  ITcw' Orleans  Times-Jicayunc,  Mar,  1  -  '  "  / 

GOTTOl"  SUBSTITUTE  OIT  PABI.:S  IS  URC-ED  ^  State  College,  Miss.  -  "Cotton 
is  sure  to  ;;o-  dowa  tn  12  or  15  cents  within  the  next  three  years,  and  Missis- 
sippi, in  order  to  keep  ahead,  v/ill  have  to  be  ready  with  a  good  substitute," 
said  George- 1 Idean,  publisher  of  the  Tupelo  Journal,   in  addressing  the  Stark- 
ville  Rotary  Club  here  Priday, 

"Cotton' is    vulnerable  because  of  the  manufacture  cf  synthetics  and  bo- 
cause  of  increased  mechanisation  in  farm.ing,  "  Mr.  Mclean  said. 

The  newspa -crman,  who  also  heads  the  Tupelo  Chcunbcr  of  Commerce,  de- 
clared that  in  Tupelo"  since  1946  the  rural  community  development  council, 
with  the  aid  of  a  paid  m.anager,  plus  a  Gham.bor  cf  Gcmmerce  horticulturist, 
has  Viromotcd  local  area  processing  in  dairyijTg,   cotton,'  forestry,  poultr;'-  and 
fruits  and  vegetables. 

Instances  of  local  berry  production  of  $1000  per  acre  have  been  reported 
since  the  new  program  was  put  into  effect  with  the  aid  of  state  and  local 
agricultural  agencies,  he  said,     "The  little  fa'rmer  is  going  to  ha.ve  ■  to  get 
■out  of  cotton,"    Mr,  McLean  emphasized,  ■       ■  ... 

"Mec'hanizaticn  and  low  prices  will  m3k:e  it  impossible  for  him  tc  compete 
with  the  large  plantation  organization. 


P^om  Memphis  CoirjTicr cial  Appeal,  Pcb,  27  — 

GOiTSlTMERS  lUTE  AxJS¥ER  _  Editorial      Hog  prices  have  set  new  high  records 
within  the  last  few  days  and  set  off  a  lot  of  speculation  as  to  just  what  pork 
v/ill  cost.     Some  exp.iertG  figure  pork  shops  at  a  dolltir  a  pound,  for  example, 
and  ham  and  bacpn  at  astronomical  heights.     The  average  "conswicr  has  the 
ansv/er.     He  simply  will  not  buy  at  such  prices,  partly  because  he  has  too  much 
sense  and  partly  because  he  hasn't  enough  money. 
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From  New  York  Tim.es,.  March  5  - 

COTTON  EXCRAFGE  IS  CLOSED  BY  O^IE-DAY  STRIKE  -"Trading  will  be  resumed  this 
morning-  on  t  he  New  York  Cotton  Exchange:  as  the  result  of  a  settlement}  announced 
at  11:15  o'clock  last  nierht,   of  a  strike  by  100  of  its  clerical  and  maintenance 
em.ployes' that  closed,  the  exchane;e  yesterday..     The  temporary  suspension  of  trading 
was  tVie  first  shut-down  of  a  major  commodity  or  security  exchange  owing  to  a  labor 
dispute. 


DISTRIBUTORS  OF  MILK  IN  N.  Y.  PREDICT  SHORTAGES  UP  TO  Z0%  IN  DELIVERIES  - 
Milk  for  i^ew  ^ork' s  metropolitan  area  trickled  in  from  snow-covered  up-State  sec- 
tions yesterday  at  a  rate  that  led  distributing  comipanies  to  predict  shortages 
of  up  to  30  percent  in  today's  local  deliveries. 

With  a  few  farm,  communities  snowed  in  almiost  completely  and  trucks  and 
milk  trains  stalled  or  delayed  in  some  areas,  of  the  six-State  milkshed  serving 
Kev/  York  and  its  environs,  Edward  0.  Mather,   executive  director  of  the  Milk 
Dealers  Association  of  Metropolitan  New.  York,   said  supplies  today  might  be  25  .tc 
30  percent  short. 

% 

Fr®m  New  ^ork  Jaurnal  of  Comimerce,  March  5  - 

TOTiiL  1947-48  COTTON  PLANTINGS  FORECAST  AS  19, .723, 000  ACRES;  FARISRS  IN 
BELT  IJlTEhT)  TO  INCREASE  ACREAGE  BY  8.5  PER  CENT  OVFR.  1946,  BUT  SHORT  OF  GOALS  - 
Farmers  will  plant  19,  723,000  acres  in  cotton  this  sprin?-,  en  increase  of  8.5  per 
cent  over  final  harvested  acreage  of  the  current  season,  it  was  reported  by  Jour- 
nal of  ComjTierce  correspondents  in  a  survey  of  intentions  to  plant  as  of  Mar,  1, 
1947.     Lntended  acreage  appeared  to  be  3,377,000  acres  short  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture's  goal  of  23,100,000  acres  for  the  1947-48  season. 

Only  two  States,   Nexv  Mexico  and  Tennessee,  out  of  the  nineteen  States  sur- 
veyed in  the  belt,  indicated  that  plantings  would  exceed  the  recommended  goals. 
Two  States  producing  non -rain-grown  cotton  reported  intentions  to  equal  the 
recommendations  as  did  the  minor  cotton  producing. States, .  such  as  Florida  and 
Virginia. 

Major  factors  in  the   sm.all  increase  in  acreage  were  the  shortage  fcf.  fer- 
tilizers, particularly  nitrates,  the  sufficiency  of  seed  for  only  one  planting, 
and  the  high  cost  of  farm  labor  genera.lly.     Some  increase,  however,  vras  expected 
as  a  result  of  the  current, high  prices  paid  for  cotton. 


REVISE  SET -ASIDE,  OF  RICE  CUBA-''%shington(AP)   -  The  Arricultural  Depart- 

ment acted  today  to  speed  a  p-reater  supply  of   rice  to  Cuba,  to  meet  needs  of  sugar 
industry  workers.     From  inarch  1  until  further  notice  the  department  mil  credit 
milLs  with  meeting  Government   set-aside  requirements  at  t,he  rate  of  one  bag  for 
each  bag  of  rice  exported  to  Cuba.     In  February  mills  were  credited  at  the  rate  cf 
one  bag  for  each  two  shipped, 

(  Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
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From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  iVlarch  5  (Cont.)  - 

SUGAR  REFimS  FAVOR  RATIOFIKG;  TO  EKD  COI'TROLS  FOT'M?DULD  BRING  CR-iCS,» 
BUT  LA.TE  1947  l^M  BE  SiiFE,   SEIaTE^  TOLD-i'^:ashine;ton(AP)   -  George  Dice,   OFA  ration- 
ing chief,   said  today  Con^^ress  should  retain  price  controls  on  sugar  if  it  de- 
cides to   scrap  the  rationing  system,  •  .  ■  ' 

He  contended,  however,  before  a  Senate  Banking  Subcommittee  that  the 
rationing  programi  should  be  extended  beyond  the  tfar.  31  expiration  date.  This 
is  -necessary,  he  said,  for  "equitable"  distribution  and  to  build  up  sugar  stocks 
"to  rear  the  figures  in  norm.al  years."  ,  r 

Dice's  plea  for  continued  controls  was  echoed  by  E.  M.  Baldrige,  represent- 
ing the  United  States  Cane  Sugar  Refineries  Association. 

"If  controls  were  taken  off  now,  we  would  make  m.ore  money,  but  vre  want 
controls  left  on  for  the  present,"  Baldrige  said,  adding: 

"./e  will  be  the  first  to  urge  lifting  of  controls  at  the  proper  time,  I 
think  by  late  fall  we  can  see  daylight.     I  hope  controls  c?.n  safely  be  removed 
late  in  1947.     To  throv/  the  whole  thing  cut-  nov,r  would  bring  on  chaos." 

Loring  Overman,   representing  the  Am.erican  Bottlers  of  'Carbonated  Beveragi-es, 
and  Hs.rold  0,  Smith,  Jr.,  for  the  National   Confectioners*  Association,   also  op- 
posed ending  controls  J-ferch  31,- 


From.  New  York  Wall  Street  Journal,.  Jferch  5  - 

mSHINGTON  SEES  U.S.  SERVING  AS  FAI^TRY  FOR  ^'"ORLD  AT  LE;lST  TILL  '48;  ROLE 
IITDICATED  BY  HOOVER  FrJlalNiE  DATA-Vvashington  -  The  United  States  -^^111  remain  th:e 
vrarld' s  breadbs-sket  for  many  months  to  comie  --  at  least  until  the  harvest  of  1948, 

That' s  the  conclusion  top  food  officials  in  the  Federal  'Government  are 
reaching  after  a  study  of  foreign  crop  prospects  and  a  perusal  of  the  first  chap- 
ter of  ex-President  Herbert  Hoover's  report  on  f-amine  conditions  in  occupied 
Germany. 

•This  abrupt  change  in  the  thinking  of  key  agricultural  economists  m.eans 
the  U.   S.  will  be  helping  feed  a  l8.rge  part  of  Europe  and  Asia  for  a  longer  period 
■than  anyone  in  this  Capital  thought  likely  a  few  m.onths  ago.     Its  financial  im- 
plications can  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  conduct  of  American  foreign  policy, 
and  on  efforts  of   G.O.P.  Congressmen  to  cut  do'ATi  Federal  expenditures. 


THE  PRICE  OF  FOOD -Edit  or  ial  -  T.lth  almiost  every  passing  day  the  vrorld' s 
need  of  food  appears  in  larger  and  larger  proportions.     Pressure  on  the  United 
States  to  send  foodstuffs  abroad  by  sale  ani^  ?ift  increases.     Inevitably,  our 
markets  for  grain  and  livestock  rise.   .   .   .  • 

It  is  impossible  fo-r  us  to  refuse  to  heed  the  world's  cry  for  food.  But 
there  is  a  little  something  that  our  Government  can  d'©  to  mioderate  the  impact  of 
export  dem.ands  upon  the  purses  of  its  ovm  citizens.     It  can  cease  m.aking  plans  to 
subsidize  any  outward  miOvement  of  foods-.     If  President  Truman  should  peremptorily 
order  all  Government  agencies  tc  refrain  from  price-bolstering  actions  of  any  kind 
the  people  would  undoubtedly  support  him  vdth  enthusiasm.. 

Te  suggest,  further,  that  tiie     Department  of  Ap-riculture  exert  itself  miore 
vigorously  than  it  has  to  arouse  farmers  to  the  special  danger  to  them  of  the' 
"boom  and  bust"  sequence.     Some  of  them  are  already  aware  of  it  and  are  wholly  out 
of  sympathy  mth  the  political  theory  that  prices  for  farm  products  cannot  possibly 
go  too  high  for  the  farmer's  p-ood. 
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Jroin  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  Mar,  2  -  . 

HIGG  HOARDIITG-  BY  U.  S.  MPPED  -  Govei-nment  hoarding  of  eggs  was  hlamed  hy 
an  official  of  the  Philadelphia  Produce  Exchange  yesterday  for  an  "artificial 
shortage"  tha,t.has  kept  egg  prices  unseasona"bly  high. 

The  charge  was  made  Tjy  Josepia  Buschel,  a  director  of  the  exchange,  in 
telegrams  to  Secretary  of  Agrucijlture  Clinton  P.  Andersen  and  Senators  Prancis 
J,  Myers  and  Edward  Martin,  ' 

It  came  as  "best  quality  eggs  were  "being  sold  at  58  cents  a  dozen  in 
Philadelphia  chain  stores,  .  ,   '      "  ■ 

Buschcl,  C9,lling  the  market  "chaotic"  wi  th  .  "unprecedented  shortages  and  ' con- 
sumer prices  mounting  daily,  "  demanded  that  the  Federal  G-overnir.ent  ha.lt  its 
egg-huying  until  production  hits  peak  volujue  in  the  middle  of  April, 

The  Philadelphia  market  official  said  the  Federal  "buying, ■  earmarked  for 
export  of  dried  and  frozen  eggs,  had  cut  deeply  into  supplies  that  nci-'mally 
v/ould  "be  plentiful  at  this  tine  of  year. 

By  creatijig  an  unnatural  shortage,  Buschel  added,  the  G-cvernment  has  forced 
up  prices  that  otherwise  v;nuld  "be  low. 

Prom  ¥atertown  (IT.Y,)  Times,  Peb,  2b  -  '  ' 

PRICE  'SPEEAD^  PROBE  IS  ASKSP  -  Al"bany  -  American  La"bor  party  legislators 
today  introduced  a  "bill  authorizing  the  commissioner  of  agriculture  and  m.ai>- 
kets  to  investigate  the  "sprep.d"  "between  prices  paid  farm^ers  fnr  milk  and  those 
paid  hy  consuaerc. 

The  "bill  was  offered  "by  Senator  Kenneth  Sher"bell  and  Assemblyman  Samuel 
Kaplan,  "both  of  Kings  county,   the  only  ALP  legislators. 

In  calling  for  the  pro"be,   they  pointed  to  alleged  "machinations"  on  the 
part  of  large  milk  handlers  to  influence'  the  price  of  dairy  products.  They 
said  the  consumer  was  "c"bviously  "being  victimized"  while  the  small  farmer  v;as 
not  getting  his  share  ei  the  high  price. 

Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn,)  Tri"bune,  Pe"b,  25  - 

POULTRY  DISEASE  lERE  TO  STAY  laPERT  BELIEVES  -  Newcastle  disease,  dread' 
poultry  disorder,  is  in  Minnesi^ta  to  stay,  in  the  opinion  of  Pr,  Ralph  West, 
executive  secretary  of  the  state  livestock  sanitary  "board, 

Dr,  ¥est  inferraed  the  appropriations  -committee  of  the  state  house  of 
representatives  Monday  that  eradication  of  the  disease  pro"ba"bly.  will  await 
"such  time  as  we  have  sufficient  personnel  3.nd  money  availa"ble,  " 

In  response  to  questions  "by  A,  L,  Boze,  Petrolt  Lakes,  Jr,  '¥cst  said  the 
disease  pro'ba'bly  would  have  to  "be  eliminated  "cn  an  area  "basis," 

Several  "bills  request  legislative  reira'bursement  for  poultry  owners  for 
alleged  dams.ge  to  flocks  resulting  from  "quarantines"  imxposed  "by  the  com,mission, 

Approxima.tely  33  flocks  were  quarantined  "by  the. "board  d^uriug  the  hiennium. 
for  ITewcastle,  and  subsequent  laboratory  tests  showed  that  .all  but  two  had  the 
disease,  Dr,  ¥est  said. 
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Jrcrn  Manl.ato  (Minn.)  Free  Presc,  !Fe"b,  22  - 

SUESIDi'  -  Editorial  -  One  of  the  most  hotly  condemned  iTev/  Deal  policies 
during  the  depression  v/as  the  practice  of  plovying  under  portions  of  certain 
crops  to  prevent  surpluses  from  ruining  government— pegged  farm  practices,  ?or 
a  time  farmers  even  vere  paid  not  to'  raise  some  crops,    A  decade  later  Washing- 
ten  is  in  much  the  same  position,     ?his  time  its  pro'blcm  is  literally  hot 
potatoes. 

Under  a  subsidy  program  to  keep  farming  prof ita-ble,   the  government  "bought 
at  $2,20  a  "bushel  the  surpilus  of  last  year's  record  potato  crop.     Tons  of  them 
new  are  rotting  in  warehouses  and  at  open  air  storage  points  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  tried  desperately'-  to  get  rid  of  them,  regardless  of 
price,  v/ithout  destroying  the  domestic  marlcot. 

In  desperation  as  storage  stocks  continued  to  rot,   the'  gcverr-mcnt  crdercd_- 
thc  start  of  potato  dumping  for  use  as  fertilizer,    I'armors  plowed  themi  under,. 

In  xTew  York,   for  instance,  potatoes  continued  to  retail  at  $2,50  a  "bushel, 

Trom  Canton  (Ohio)  Repository,  ?c"b,  26  - 

HOG-3  $30;  PROPH'-iTS  ZERO  -  Editorial  -  An  all-time  pork-price  record  cf'. 
$50  a  hundred  has  "been  reached,  accompanied  "by  an  all-time  lov/  in  prophecy, 
Everyhocly  concerned  seems  to  have  guessed  wrong, 

■  It  i3  o"bvious  that  when  hogs  on  the  hoof  sell  so  high  that  pork  on  the  table 
must  "bring  in  the  neigh'oorhood  of  $1  a  pound  there  is  a  shortage. of  supply 
relative  to  demand.     This  is  elementary,  "but  at  the  same  time  so  extremely 
complicated  no  one  understands  it. 

President  Truman  said  last  si;jiimer  he  v/as  "baffled  "because  there  were  so  many 
hogs  on  farms  and  so  few  in  the  markets.    Patient  critics  pointed  cut  to  him 
and  to  the.  "backers  of  the  OPA,  vho  at  that  time  were  doing  his  thinking  for  him. 
that  there  v/ere  alarmingly  few  hogs  on  farm.s  and  that .  th.ere' d  "be  no  pork  on  the 
ta"ble  at  all  unless  0?A  lifted  price  ceilings, 

Tiiese  same  critics,  hov/ever ,  seemed  to  take  the  position  tha,t  if  price 
ceilings  were  lifted^   there  "by  "bringing  hogs  to  r.arket,   they  would  com.c  in  such" 
quantities  that  the  price  of  pork  would  go  doxv'n,  after  a  flurry  tov;ard  the  "blue 
sky.     In  short,   they  seemed  to  "believe  there  would  "be  enough  hog  meat  forth— 
combing  to  keep  down  the  price,  v/hile  pointing  exit  at  the  same  time  that  there 
was. an  over-all-  shortage  in  the  hog  cfcnsus. 

Prom  Portland  (Me.)  Press  Herald,  Pe"b.  26  - 

COALS  TO  Ilill/CASTIS  -  "Editorial  -  Every  once  in  a  while  the  force  in  some 
of  tlie  old  adages  is  surprisingly  revealed.     There  is  that  one  a"bout  carrying 
coals  to  ITcwcastlo,     It  is  now  a,ppli  ca"ble  to  potatoes,    Kenneth  C.  Lovcjoy 
•  told  the  Portland  Clu"b  last  Monday  evening  that  Aroostook  Ccxnnot  c"btain  them 
for  school  lumzhes,  excerjt  through  Portland  wholesale  houses.    Ke  told  the  clu'b 
more  tho.n  that:     that  Aroostook  schools  have  to  "buy  in  Portland  although  as 
little  as  half  a  mile  away  potatoes  are  "being  dumped  upon  the  land  to  rot,  "It 
is  poor  psychology,"  he  said,  ^'to  ask  farmers  to  grow  potatoes  v/hon  the  Govern- 
ment allows  some,  $80,000,000  v/orth  of  them  to  rot  throughout  the  llation  v/hilc 
the  people  of  E  iropc  and  Asia  are  starving, " 
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*^  ■ 

From  New  York  Times,  March  U  -  ' 

PORK  BOYCOTT  IS  tJRGED:  AMERICAN  HOUSEm^SS  GROUP  BALKS  AT  PRICE  OF  -$1 
A  POUND-Glen  Rock,  N. J. -American  Housewives  Organized,  Inc.,  started  today  a 
boycott  of  pork,  urging  all  housewives  "to  let  pork  and  pork  products  rot  in 
stores  and  v/arehouses  rather  than  pay  a  dollar  a  pound  for  it." 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bartlett  of  this  place,  president,  said  the  organization 
vms  determined  to  spread  the  boycott  from  town  to  town  across  the  country. 

"^Te  won't  strike  or  picket  or  in  any  way  contribute  to  the  heavy 
burden  of  the  Government,"  Mirs.  Bartlett  said,     "Some  of  us  may  have  the  money 
to  buy  pork  and  other  exorbitant  items,  but  none  of  us  has  the  moral  right 
to  let  one  small  group  of  people  walk  all  over  us  in  order  that  they  may  swell 
their  own  coffers  and  grow  fat  on  the  money  that  must  somehow  be  miade  to  support 
our  homes  and  families," 


POTATO  DAY  IN  CONGRESS:  DINING  ROOMS  S7RYE  FREE  CAKE,  BREAD,  CHIPS 
HADE  FROMl  IT-^7ashing ton-Free  potato  bread,-  potato  cake  and  potato  chips,  supplied 
by  cormnercial  bakeries,  were  served  in  the  House  and  Senate  dining  rooms  today. 

Use  of  potato  flour  in  bread  and  other  bakery  products  has  been  iirged 
by  Representative  Paul  V,  Shafer,  Republican,  Michigan,  as  a  solution  for  the 
potato  surplus.     Excerpts  from  his  remarks  were  printed  on  cards  on  the  dining 
room  tables. 


>DAILY  FARM  WS'IS  DIGEST 
(For  March  h,  1%7) 


From  ''-Fall  Street  Journal,  March  4  - 


ENDS  EXPORT  CURBS  ON  COTTON  ^ABRICS-VJashingt on-All  broad  woven  cotton 
textiles  will  be  freed  fromi  export  ccntrols  effective  March  I5,  the -..Qommerce 
Department  announced  today.  .  J^'^ 

  '      .    '  -f'-  ^'tN 

-  "NOBODY  "JINS."    Spurting  farm  prices  again  hamme^^me'  t'h^.^old  truth 

about  -.'ar.  *^'^->v.  '^^^"^'^/ 

Sentifficnt  gr^ws  that  battered  Europe  "must  be  fed"  for  ano'th.er  "year. 
Feiv^-'i-izf'  how  sharp  can  be  the  impact  of  such  a  feeding  on  the  U.S.  economy. 
It's  possible  for  it  to  mean  the  difference  between  an  "adjustment"  and  a  "bust" 
sometime  ahead. 

Heavier  food  exports  naturally  push  crices  higher  on  food  products  at 
home.     It's  inescapable.     And  as  hom.e  food  orices  climb,  the  case  is  strengthened 
for  higher  wage  demands  of  labor  in  manufacturing  industry.    This  leads  to  higher 
prices  on  manufactured  products.     It's  the  old  cycle  that  finally  pushes  finished 
goods  prices  beyond  the  finger  tips  of  consu^mers.    And  then  the  collapse.  One 
thing  is  certain,    "fhat  the  U.S.  taxpayer  pays  for  food  actually  given  away  will 
be  relatively  little.     The  big  cost  item  lies  in  the  billions  of  dollars  that  can 
be  added  to  hom_e  grocery  bills  by  heavy  exDorts. 
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From  '"ail  Street  Journal,  March  U  - 

HEWY  ''JHEAT  EXPORTS  ahead  nov--  seem  a  certainty. 

Agriculture  Secretary  Anderson  says  the  GoverniTient  v/ill  start  buying 
ne'vv  crop  wheat  as  soon  as  it  comes  from  the  fields  this  summer.  Ex-President 
Hoover  says  rrermiiny  alone  will  need  100  million  bushels  of  grain  from  our  next 
crop.    Reports  of  dismal  crop  prospects  continue  to  trickle  from  the  shattered 
continent.     It  all  fits  into  huge  export  pattern.    Jlr.  Hoover  hasn't  overstressed 
the  gravity  of  Europe's  position. 


OR \ IN  CROP  PROSPECTS  continue  tonnotch  in  this  country."    Moisture  content 
of  the  soil  is  excellent.    Rain  and  sncw  falling  over  the  past  weekend  'vvas  worth 
millions  of  dollars.    Talk  of  damage  to  the  Southv.fest  wheatlands  from  recent  vvinds 
is  petering  out. 


TOI'tlTO  GRO'l^RS  will  be  protected  from  the  blight  that  hit  them  in  1946- 
Cooperating  with  the  Federal  Government  in  setting  up  a  widespread  warn- 
ing system  are  specialists  in  32  states.     Any  outbreak  of  the  destructive  "late 
blight"  (as  the  tomato  plant  killer  is  called)  will  bring  the  warning  system 
into  action.     Thus  groovers  will  be  given  time  to  spray  their  fields  before  the 
disease  hits  them. 


U.S.  TO  RECALL  UP  TO  ^MO  'IILLION  0'^^  imi  SUBSIDY  PAID  PACKERS-''fa3hington- 
The  Government  plans  to  call  back  between  ^p5  million  and  qIO  million  paid  in 
meat  subsidies. 

Office  of  War  Mobilization  and  Reconversion  officials  say  they  have 
decided  that  slaughterers  who  sold  above  price  ceilings  are  not  entitled  to 
the  roll  back  bonuses. 


From  W.Y.  Journal  of  CoiTimerce,  March  U  - 

ABANDON  SUBSIDY,  COTTON  'ffiN  URGE:  }]  y .  COTTON  EXCHANGE  TRADERS  F'J/OR 
END  OF  2c  EXPORT  BONUS-Proposals  to  abandon  the  cotton  export  subsidy  were 
indorsed  enthusiastically  by  cotton  traders  and  members  of  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  in  a  survey  of  opinion  by  The  Journal  of  Comrrierce  yesterday. 


SUG.\R.  STUDY-W.  S.  Mack,  president  of  Pepsi  Cola,  urged  the  Senate 

subcommittee  studying  legislation  to  extend  sugar  controls  to  end  rationing 

but  maintain  price  and  inventory  controls.  He  proposed  a  top  of  15c  a  pound 
for  sugar. 
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From  Hew  York  Herald  Tribune,  I'fe.r,  1  - 


'TEAIG  VaiU.i^r  OF  PEAI'Z  ST0HA(2]  STOCKS  OF  FOOr;  ilAHICHTllNTG  SPSSH-UP  QA-LLSD 
VISUAL  TO  ilA-KL  ROOl.  FOR  1G¥  CSOP  im  ABOUT  IvlAI  1  -  ¥ith  per.ishalDle' foods  now 
in  cold  storage  totaling  aljout  4, 000,000,000  pounds,   including  a  record  140,- 
000,  000  pounds  of  turkey,  a  speed-up  in  marketing  is  vital,   the  food  industry 
was  v/arned  yesterds.y  "by  ¥illiam  C,  Crew,  director  of  the  market,  facilities 
"branch  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agr icultm-e, 

Vir^  Crcv/  told  memhers  of  the  L^orth  Atlantic  Chapter  of  the  Association  »f 
Refrigerated  warehouses,  that  they  should  ""rush  liquidation  of  foods,  particu- 
larly fruits  and  regetahles,  "  to  make  room  for  nev;  crops  expected  alDout  May  1, 

On  FelD»  I;  he  said,  freezers  in  the  United  States  were  filled  to  S&  per 
'  cent  of  capacity,   "the  highest  level  since  Feh,  1,  1944,  when  so  much. food  was 
held  for  the  armed  forces,"    Only  2  per  cent, of  the  food  nov/  in  storage  is 
owned  hy  government  agencies,  he  added. 

Urging  that  moxc  foods  "be  moved  from  warehouses  to  market,  Mr,  Crov/  pointed 
out  that  "if  the  January, rate  v/ere  continued  it  would  take  two  years  to  elimi- 
nate all  the  vegetables  we  have  in  storage;  sixteen  months  to  get  rid  of  all 
the  fru.it,"  :  . 


From  the  Boston  Christian  Science  Monitor,  FelD,  26  - 

MILn:  PR0njC3RS  SSS  SECP.TAG:^  UITLBSS  U.  S.  stabilizes  FEICB  ~  Washington  - 
The  National  Co-operative  Milk  Producers  Federation  declared  today,  that 
"dilatory"  government  price  policies  threatened  the  nation  with  a  shortage 
of  dairy  products  hy  fall,  '     ■  - 

Through  its  President,  John  Brandt,  of  Minneapolis,,.  Minn, ,  the  Federa- 
tion said  that  unless  the  Agriculture  Department  acts  to  support,  dairy  prices 
this  spring  and  summer,  when  production  reaches  its  yearly  peak,  many  dairy 
farmers  v/ill  he  forced  out  of  "business, 

Mr,  Brandt  said  it  was  v/ithin  the  power  of  the  Agriculture  Department  to 
provide  adeojaate  floors  on  the  dairy  prices,  "but  added! 

'Unless  this  power  is  used,  hcv/ever,  dairy. producers  and  the  public  at 
large  are  threatened  with  m^arket  chaos  this  spring.     The  result  will  he 
distress  prices  and  apparent  su3rpluses.    By  fall,  hcv/ever,   these  will  "become 
sky  rooketing  prices  and  .consumv.r  shortages, "       .  - 


From  l^^ilwaukee  Journal,  Feb,  27  ^  . 

-    ASi:  STROKGJR  F0E;]ST  laws  C01\!TR0LS  oh  COUiTTiZS  ~  Madison,  ¥is,  -  Revision 
of  Wisconsin's  forest  crop  land  laws  to  make  it  easier  to  create  county 
forest  lands  and  harder  to  sell  th.?m  to  private  individuals  v/as  recomr.Vcnded 
to  the  senate  agriculture  and  conservation  committee  Wednesday, 

Senator  Lenroot  (Rep,,  Supcrioi-)  explained  the  bill  to  the  committee. 
Passage  v/as  urged  by  Fred  G.  Wilson,,  superintendent  of  co-cperative  forestry 
for  the  state  conservation  department,    ITo  one  opposed  the  measured- 
Creation  of  coimty  forest  lands  y/ould  be  greatly  simplified  under  the 
bill,  Lenroot  -said.     County  boards  could  acquire  land  for  county  forests  by 
resolution.    Under  the  present  law,  such  action  m.ust  go'  to  the  voters  in  a 
ref erendiam,  /.  '  • 
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'From  Tavenport  Democrat  and  Leader,  !Fe"b,  27  - 

COBiT  CO£S  AT  10  .C3H?S  PL£  BUSHLL  70R  IlIDUSTHIAL  "S3  IIAY  ADD  10  jABISRS' 
IlTCOi-I-i  -  V/ashington  -  Exact  dollars  and  cents  are  not  ;.'et  entirely  definite, 
"but  the  \jB,y  things  look  nov/,  midwest  corn  growers  are  on  the  verge  of  a  new 
income        somewhere  aro-and  10  cents  pei?  "bushel  for  their  cc"bs,     Co"bs  —  that 
'is  — ^  from  a  "bushel    of  corn  in  the  car,      '         .  '.. 

That's  what  the  department  of  agriculture  "believes  is  in  the  cards.  And 
it  has  a  pretty  good  r.cason  to  think  so,   for  the  A,  of  A,  regional  laboratory 
^  at  Peoria,  _  in  its  pilot  plant,  has  unearthed  such  a  flood  of  "by-products  out 
of  corn_  colis  that  even  one  or  two  of  them  could  make  their  utilization  highly 
profitalDle, 

The  Peoria  pilot  la"boratory  has  TDeon  in  full  operation  only'  a  few  v/ccks 
and  is  una"ble  as  yet  to  give  evidence  on  the  cccnomdcs  of  using  we.ste  pro— 
ducts.     It  has  not  gone  into  the  possi"blc  uses  of  crrn  stalks.     It  has  done 
some  work  on  wheat  straw  that  seems  highly  encouraging,    But  things  that  we 
old  I ow3-ns  _ call  ^  weeds  have  not  "been  explored  har.dly  at 'all. 

But  this  much  is  known  and  has  "been  proven.     The  first  take-off  on  corn 
cc"bs  is  furfural,    Peoria  chemists  thirlc  they  can  produce  it  a"bout  a  cent 
a  pound  under  the  present  market  price.     They  "believe  that  corn  co"bs  will 
produce  a  dextrose  that  can  Toe  converted  into  alcohol  that  on  a  competitive 
"basis  will  negate  "black-strap  m.olascs  imports.     That  is  a  thing  Iowa  and  other 
m.id-wost  corn  growers  have  "bean  "battling  for  decades. 

Prom  Hew  Orleans  Times-Picayune,  Mar,  1  - 

COTTOl'  SUBSTITUT3  OiT  PAHIIS  IS  UHC-ED  -  State  College,  Miss,  -  "Cotton 
is  sure  to  ro  dewu  t<5  12  or-  15  cents  within  the  next  three  years,  and  ilissis- 
si-opi,  in  order  to  keep  ahead,  v;ill  have  to  oe  ready  with  a  good  suhstitutc, " 
said  George  McLean,  publisher  of  the  Tupelo  Journal,   in  addressing  the  Stark- 
ville  Rotary  Clu"b  here  Priday, 

"Cotton  is  ■  vulnera"blc  "becaiise  of  the  manufacture  of  synthetics  and  "bo- 
cause  of  increased  mechanization  in  farming, "  Mr.  McLean  said. 

The  newspa  )erm.an,  v/ho  also  heads  the  Tupelo  ChcOn'bcr  of  Commicrce,  de- 
clared that  in  Tupelo  since  1946  the  rural  coromunity  development  council, 
with  the  aid  of  a  paid  manager,  plus  a  •Cham"ber  of  Ccmmicrcc  horticulturist, 
has  ivromotcd  local  area  processing  in  dairyi):g,   cotton,  forestry,  poultry  and 
fruits  and  vegcta"bles. 

Instances  of  local  "berry  production  of  $1000  per  acre  have  "been  reported 
since  the  now  program  was  put  into  effect  with  the  aid  of  state  and  local 
agricultural  agencies,  he  said,     "The  little  farmer  is  going  to  have  to  get 
out  of  cotton,"    Mr,  McLean  emphasized, 

"l^cchanization  and  low  prices  will  maize  it  impossi"ble  for  him  ti  compete 
with  the  large  plantation  organization. 

Prom  Memphis  Commercial  Apioeal,  Peh,  27  - 

COITSUI-LIRS  RA'.riii  >Ai^rSli/ER  -  Editorial  -  Hog  prices  have  sot  new  high  records 
within  the  last  few  days  and  set  off  a  Idt  of  speculation  as  to  just  what  pork 
will  cost.     Some  ejqicrts  fi.gure  pork  shops  at  a  dollar  a  potxnd,  for  example, 
and  ham^  and  "bacon  at  astronomical  heights.     The  avera,gc  consumer  has  the 
answer.     He  simply  will  not  "buy  at  such  prices,  partly  "because  he  has  too  much 
sense  and  partly  'because  he  hasn' t  enough  money. 
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)ffice  of  Information 
'■"ashington  25^  ^.C 

.hese  agricultural  items  are  taken 
le  Gene  Harrison  "at  6031.) 


DAILY  T^AR'T  NK-fS  DIG'^:ST 
.at-»«*-ff^For  March  d ,  1947) 

The  ne'-'s papers  and  magazines  from  ?fhich 
are  on  file  in  Press  Serm*^j,»Rpom  414A.  Phc 

From  Ne\v  York  Times,  March 

SEliliTE  APPRG'''ES^  58  to  29,  ENDING  0"  CPA  BY  JUNE.  30-'"'ashington-The  Senate,'  - 
while  granting  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  a,"  limited  lease  on  life,  voted 
58  to  29,  today  to  direct  the  agency  to  go  out  of  business  by  June  30,  The  vote 
■"^as  on  a  "rider"  to  an  appropriation  bill,  which  as  approved  by  the  House  denied 
OPA  the  money  it  needed  to  carry  on  its  work  through  the  end  of  June,  its  legal 
expiration  date,  and  in  addition  rescinded  o9, 000, 000  of  the  agency's  current 
funds . 

The  Senate,  hov(fever,  restored  the  amount  of  the  House  rescission  and  gave 
OPA'aLmost  .'■58^00'O,OO.0  additionally. 


HOOVER  AIDE  ASKS  •■JORLD  FOOD  FUND;-  FITZGETiALD  SUO^rESTS  PA^TMTS  FOR  R  XIEF 
SUp-'LISS  BE.-^-ET  ASIDE  FOR  FITTU      UrTi>-''"ashington-Dr ,  Dennis  A.  FitzGerald,  secretary- 
general  of  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council,  advocated  today  that  relief 
repayments  go  into  a  revolving  fund  to  meet  future  famines^    Dr.  FitzGerald  has 
accompanied  former  President  Herbf^rt  Hoover  on  all  his  food  surveys  after  World 
War  II, 

Reporting  to  apress  donference  on  the  Hoover  trio  last  month.  Dr.  FitzGerald 
described  shortages  in  countries  outside  Germany  so  severe  as  to  threaten  bread 
ration  cuts  in  at  least  four  of  them..  ■, 

He  said  that  some  coxintries  unouestionably  would  need  added  help  to  , get  on 
their  economic  feet  and  added: 

"Most  of  them  have  some  exchange  they  could  use  to  buy  food,  but  it  would 
merely  postoone  the  day  when  they  would  again  be  flat  on  their  backs," 


U.S.  AGREES  TO  SHI?  BEEF  TO  THE  BRITISH:  ANDERSON  SA^S  AE'I  IS  TH'vT  MEAT  RATION 
NOT  BE  CUT--  THEAT  AID  ;.LSO  PLEDGED- Washington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.  Anderson  said  today  that  the  United  States  had  agreed  to  supply  Great  Britain, 
with  enough  meat  by  this  spring    to  prevent  a  cut  in  the  present  meat  ration  thex-e.- 

The  shioments  will  be  limited  to  beef  and  possibly  to' surplus  turkeys,,  which 
the  department  is  acouiring  under  a  brewer  price  support  program..    No  pork  will  be 
included,  Mr.  Anderson  said,  because  of  short  domestic  supplies, 

Mr.-  Anderson  said  this  coxmtry  has  "a  whole  lot  of  beef  and  we  can  spare  some." 

The  Secretary  said  also  that  this  country  v/ould  help  the  British  build  up  a 
stockpile  of  wheat  before  the  fall  so  that  they  would  not  be  aa  dependent  upon 
imports  during  the  winter  season,  w^h en  transportation  dif f ici;lties  mount. 


FOOD  UP  kO%  IN  YE.\R:  DUN  &  3RADSTREST  INDEX  OF  31  ITEfG  AT  RECORD  HIGH-Wholesale 
food  prices,  \'7hich  have  increased  30  percent  in  the  last  twelve  months,  reached 
a  new  high  on  March  1,  it  was  reported  yesterday  bv  Dun  &  Bradstreet,  Inc.,  on  the 
basis  of  its  index  of  thirty  one  foods  in  coinmon  use,.    The  index  reached  $6.77 
an  increase  of  15  cents  over  the  previous  ;veek's  mark  of  $6,62  itself  a  record  high. 

The  latest  figure  is  4.4  percent  above  last  November's  high  mark  of  '■"6.49, 
A  year  age  the  index  stood  at  :?4»17.    Nineteen  of  the  thirty  one  foods  showed 
price  increases  and  three  declined,  the  others  remaining  the  same. 
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From  N'-vi  York  Times,  ^'%rch  6  -         ;     .     .  .  • 

lUINFy  SOMING  POTATO  SURPLUS- \ugusta-Government  orders  for  Maine  potatoes 
bo  feed  hungry  Europeans  and  seed  their  war  scarred- lands,  according  to  State 
Agricuitui-e  Commissioner  A.  K.  Gardner,  ^vill  mean  shipment  of  about  2,500,000 
bushels  a  week,  which  "pretty  nearly  solves;  the  surplus  problem  for  Ifeine," 
The  surplus  vias  estimated  recently  at  about  12,000,000  bushels,  out  of  a  record 
BO, 000, 000  harvest. 


From  N.  Y.  o^'curnal  of  Commerce,  Ijiarch  6    -  _  " 

COl'TTROLLSR  SEEKS  TO  LrilT  CCC  EXTEWSIOM  TO  ONE  YSAR-'Jashington-Comptroller 
General  Lindsay  "Jarren  reco.rmended  today  that  Congress  extend  th"  life  cf  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corp.  for  only  one  year  pending  completion  of  an  audit. 

Warren  wrote  the  Cen'ibe  Agriculture  Committee  that  a  pending  two-year  extension 
bill  would  ■      ■;•  r-^^^^ovo  CCC  from  provisions  of  law  v/hich  require  all 

Governm.ent  corrporationa  t:-  get  Federal  charters  before  July  1,  194S.    CCC  now 
operate'S  ^onder  a  State  ciiart'^r,.    _  , 

"Jhen  the  audit  now  boing  'made  is  completed,  ^'^arren  added  it  v^ill  be  sent  to 
Congress  along  with  recommendations  on  reincorporation. 


U.S.  TO  RET/ilM  SUBSIDE  CM  RA^^  COTTON  EXPORT-"fashington-Representatiye  Ivlc?ailan 
(Dem.S.C)  said  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  assured  Congress  -.members  today 
that  the  ■  Government  will  continue  a  2(^  a  pound  subsidy  on  exported  cotton. 
The  subsidy  was  cut  from  recently. 

I!cI.Tillan  said  -Anderson  talked  to  about  50  Congressmen  from  cotton  growing 
States  at  a' special  meeting. 


SUGAR  CONTROL  TRANSFER  LIKELY  'niU  C>PX  H-JD  VOTED  B^'  SEN  \TE  SWITCH  TO  USDA  IS  _ 
SEEN-The  vote  of  the  Senate  to,  end  OPA  on  Jun^  3G  lent  support  to  industry  views.' 
th'^\t  control  of  sugar  will  be  absorbed  by  the  United  3tat.es  Department  o.f  Agriculhir 
wp.thin  the  near  future.     Something  will  have  to  be  done  in  this  direction  before 
March  31  y  when  rationing  expires.        •.  ,  ■ 


From  New  York  Herald  T.ribune,  March  6  -r 

'PROPER'  TARIFF  PROTECTION  IS  URGED ''OR  ^FOOL:'  PAUTZ  SA^S  PROPOSED  I.'TORT 
^UOT.IS  SHOULD  BE  SET  AS  TETORaRY  M.!L\SURE  ONLV->"'ashington-The  National  'Jool 
Growers'  Association  advocated  today  a  "proper"  tariff  on  wool.    Sylvan  J. 
Pauly,  association  president,  told  an  ag*\icultural  subcomittee  that  import 
auotas  proDOsed  in  several  pending ,  bills  should  be  considered  only  tei-iporary 
measures  until  "proper"  tariff  protection  is  obtained.     .  ■ 
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Prom  St,  Paul  (liinn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Pet,  27  - 

CHSITID  OP  COI^GESSS  E^TS  VTOHRIIiiS  PAEi  U^IAHSHS  _  Concern  is' growing 

among  riinne so ta  farm  leaders  over  the  direction  of  events  in. Congress,  it  vas 
revealed  Wednesday  night,. 

The  criticism  is  arouaed  "bv  unofficial  reports  and  rumors  atiout  pre- 
liminary discussions  in  Congress  of  the  ways  in  which  a  share  in  the  total 
reduction  in  the  Tsudget  may  "be  applied  to  agricultural  appropriations, 

Parm  leaders  also  arc  disturliod  "by  the  continued  la,ck  of  evidence  that 
Congress  will  get  around  to  enact  "by  the  summer  of  next  year  a  ncv;  program 
of  "basic  national  farm  legislation  to  replace  the  90  per  cent  of  parity  guaran- 
tees v/hich  expire  at  the  end  of  194-8, 

This  particular  concern,  it  was  learned,  was  a  sulDjcct  of  a  special 
conference  here  recently  "between  certain  Minnesota  farm  leaders  and  Carroll  B, 
Scece,  chairman  of  the  Rcpuhlican  ilational  committee, 

Possihilities  of  slashing  HlilA  as  much  as  50  per  cent,  of  drastica^lly  re~ 
ducing  or  eliminating  school  lunch  funds,  and  of  cutting  the  AAA.  soil  conser- 
vation fund  from  300  million  dollars  last  year  and  200  million  recommended 
"by  President  Truman  to  100  millions  or  less  are  reported  under  discussion^  . 

J,        Jones,  executive  secretary  of  the  Minnesota  Parm  Bureau  federation, 
may  go  to  Vfeshingt jn  in  April  to  appear  in  Congressional  hearings  in  support 
of  farm  appropriations  considered  vital  to  agriculture  in  this  region,  • 

Prom  Indianapolis  (ind,)  Star,  Peh,  "27  - 

PACSEIl  URGES  BUYURS'   STEIHH  WOULD  L0W3E  IHIA^  PRICES,   SAYS  OPS^ICIAL  - 
housewives  v/ere  ^urged  "by  a  Hoosier  meat— packing  firm  executive  ycstcrdaj- 
to  ^^0  on  a  meat— "biiying,  strike"  to  "bring  spiraling  retail  meat  prices  "dov/n 
within  reason,"  ^-  ■ 

Meanwhile,  "buyers  3.t  Midwestern  stockyards  halted  the  skyroclceting  prices, 
at  lea.st  temporarily,  l)y  rejecting  the  record  prices  asked  "by  farmers  who 
shipped  90,0Q0  hogs  to  market  yesterday. 

In  Indianapolis,   consumer  resistance  was  growing  and  is  expected  to 
"blossom,  into  a  full-fledged  "buyers^  strike  if  the  upward  trend  continues, 

Jolin  Hartmcycr,  executive  vice-president  of  the  Harhocfer  Company, 
Muncic  moat  packing  firm,   declared  that  a  strike  "by  housewives  'Hs  the  only 
way  to  "bring  meat  prices  down  within  reason,." 

Prom  San  francisco  ( Calif)  Bxam.incr 

GOOD  "EIGHBOR  POLICY  AT  ITS  BEST  -  Editorial  -  The  Department  of  Agri- 
culture has  petitioned  Congress  for  special  authority  to  comtat  the  current 
oufbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Mexico,  with  the  lauda"blc  intention  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  dangerous  infection  to  the  United  States,. 

The  consent  of  Congress  is  necessary  "because  the  normal  authority  of  the 
department  is  restricted  to  the  United  States,,  and  only  in  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances would  lifting  of  that  restriction  he  desirahle,. 

The  "extraordinary  circumstances"  are  clearly  evident  in  the  present 
situation,.  "It  is  the  Good  Heigh"bor"Policy  at  its  "best,  which  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  proposes  to  pursue  in  combating  and  eradicating  this  destruc- 
tive infection  at  its  soLirce,  and  the  Congress  should  grant  the  necessary 
authority  without  hesitation,.  • 
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From  l"ov/  Orleans  limcs-ricayunc,  J'cTd,  24-  -  ,  •  ' 

P'OMO  GLUT  Am  fAlAimi  -  Editorial  -  Ijatcrnational  food  experts  v;ill .  say 
it  .is  easily  crgrJainalDlc,  "but  the  coriimon  sense  man  will  still  sec  an  oAdity 
in  th':  fact  that  the  United  States  government  finds  it  next  to  impossible 
virtaally.  to  give  away  20,000,000  "bushels  of  potatoes  to  a  half-starved  v;orld» 

The  potatoes  arc  on  storage  in  the  East  and  constitute  a  fraction  of  the 
surplus  that  the  government  purchased  at  the  rate  cf  a"bout  $2,20  a  "bushel  in 
fulfilling    its  crop-support  commitment.     Offered  to  relief  agencies  and 
foreii^i-  govornncnts  -..t  only  four  cents  per  hundred  pounds,  the  potatoes  have 
fouxid  few  takers',     u  -oxTCi-'-.d  to  commercial  exporters  at  .35  cents  a  huiidrcdj 
the  r.  5ponso  was  so  ■Kor  that  tfcprico  has  "been  dropped  to  five  cent^  a  hrjidrcd 
in  an  ef  fort  to  cvver  u  a  co.iiplctc  loss  through  spoilage* 


J'rora  Detroit  (Mich,,)  Ir:--o  ^ress  ~  ?ch,  27  - 


CHiilE  H?AGT.':OF  IIm'  PORI:  -  Editorial  -  Pork  p-iccs  have  rodccted  up  to  an 
all— time  high  for  fio  simple  reason  th-it  net  enough  hogs  are  going  to  rna.rkct  to 
satisfy  the  -demand  ^or  -choir  meat.    And  the  reaaon  so  few  are  "being  shipped  to 
slaughter  is  that  farmers  Just  haven't  got  thorn,. 

Vjion  you  get  into  the  causes  "behind  the  lack  of  pigs  on  the  farm,  however, 
thing;^  gxo-.i  more  comple::.     That  "brings  the  inouiry  to  the '  unpredicta"ble  cliain 
reaction  that  is  "bound  to  ensue  when  aro^'-  pxnasc  of  our-.cconomy  is  su"bjected  to 
artificial  monipnla-ion,  '       "',  . 

r^arly  last  suminer  the  G"overnmcnt  sought  to  get  corn  ^n  to  the  ma"rket  "by- 
artificial  means.     It  offered  a  hcnus  of  30  cents  a  "bushel, 

Tnat    [ct  the  corn  in,  all  right,  "but  it  also  made  it  more  profita'ble 
to  gral)  the  subsidy  than  to  use  corn  -for  feeding  pigs,    farmers  sold  of f  "  their 
sv/ine,  e-ither  be  cause  they  wanted  to  peddle 'their  corn  suppl"  at  the  exalted 
price  or  could  not  picfita'bly  hu;-  cprn  for  hog -feeding  purposes. 

So  most  of  the  pigs,  "both  "big  kva^..  little,  went  to  market.     The  removal 
of .  all  contjTols  on  pork  and  com  p-r'ices  in  June" hastened  this  liquidation. 
By  fa'll,   the  volume  of  hogs  going  through  sof  cicyards  was  11  per  cent  "bclcv; 
the  1945  figure, 

lou  can  call  it  concrollcd  economy  or  just  plain  finagling.     The  end  of 
the  chain  rcaccion  set  up  is  alv^ay^  the  ?;imc,     1h--t  is,   something  more 
disastrous  than  the  coi^dition  it  sought  to  corrccj..^ 

From  St.  Peter Rhurg  (Jla.)  Times,  .F'c.h,  26.- 

AlIL  THll,  HOG-  JUiTf^ir  OYBIR  THj;  MOOli      Sditor-:al  -  licccnt  rejoicing  over  .the 
decline  in  foe  d -prices  v;a,L;  premature ^  as  many  of  us    nov;  arc  "becoming  aware, 

T;-ie  trend  again  is  upward,-     And.  leading  the  ascension,  the  hog  is  doing 
in  reality  what  the  cow  did  in  the  riursery  rhyme. 

Yesterday,   live  hogs  sold  for  $50  a  hundred  pounds  in  Chicago  —  an  all- 
time  hi  yh,  .        ■  • 

A  I)opartmeut  of  Agrlcul•^urc  meat  spociali:^~t  v/arns  that  a  pork  chop  soon, 
may  cost  ol  a  -pound  at  your  retail  "butcher  shop.    Before  we  read  hi',  prediction^, 
a  St,  Petersburg  merchant  had  tipped  us  off  to  a  preliminary  boost.  Pointing 
t'-:  a  pork  loin  vrhich  had  just  "'jeen  delivered  in  his  shop,  he  confided  that  it 
had  cost  59  cents  a  pound  wholesale, ,  adding:    "That  means  up  to  90  cents  on  pork 

chops,-  "  • 
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From  Ne^v  York  Times,  tSl 


■    •  SENiTE  APPRG'^ES,  58  to  29,  ENDING  0^  C^A  BY  JUME  30-T'^ashington-The  Senate, 
while  granting  the  Office  of' Price  Administration  a  ILmited  lease  on  life,  voted 
58  to  29,  today  to  direct  the  agency  to  go  out  of  business  by  June  30,    The  vote 
v.as  on  a  "rider''  to  an  appropriation  bill,  which  as  approved  by  the  House  denied 
OPA  the  money  it  needed  to  carry  on  its  work  through  the  end  of  June,  its  legal 
expiration  date,  and  in  addition  rescinded  ;'^9, 000,000  of  the  agency's  current 
funds. 

The :.Senate, ••however,  restored  the  amount  of  the  House  rescission  and  gave 
OPA-aLmost  $8,000,000  additionally.. 


v..     HOOVER  AIDE  ASKS  '■JCRLD  FOOD  FUND:  FITZGjiRALD  SUO^tTiSTS  PA^ITMTS  FOR  R  XIEF 
SUF-'LISS  BE  "ET  ASIDE  FOR  FUTU  IC  U.-'E-''ashington-Dr .  Dennis  A.  FitzGerald,  secretary- 
general  of  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council,  advocated  today  that  'relief 
repayments  go  into  a  revolving  fund  to  meet  future  famines,     Dr,  FitzGerald  has 
accompanied  form.er  President  Herbert  Hoover  on  all  his  food  surveys  after  t'Torld 
^Var  II. 

Reporting  to  apress  conference  on  the  Hoover  trip  last  month,  Dr,.  FitzGerald 
described  shortages  in  countries  outside  Germany  so  severe  as  to  threaten  bread 
ration  cuts  in  at  least  four  of  them.  • 

He  said  that  some  countries  unouestionably  would  need  added  help  to'  get  on 
their  -economic  feet' and  added:  ' 

"Ifost  of  them,  ha^re  some  exchange  they  could  use  to  buy  food,  but  it  would 
merely  postoone  the  day  when  they  would  again  be  flat  on  their  backs," 


U.S.  AGREES  TO  SHI?  BEEF  TO  THE  BRITISH:  ANDERSON  S.i^S  AIM  IS  TH'.T  !^SAT  RATION 
NOT' BE  CIJT--THEAT  AID  /iLSO  FLEDGED--^ashington-Secro-tary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.,  Anderson  said  today  that  the  United  States  had  agreed  to  supply  Great  Britain,, 
with  enough  m.eat  by  this  spring    to  prevent  a  cut  in  the  present  meat  ration  thei-e. 

The  shioments  will  be  limited  to  beef  and  possibly  to-  surplus  turkeys,  which 
the  departm.ent  is  accuiring  under  a  farow-r  price  support  program.    Mo  pork  will  be 
included,  Mr..  Anderson  said,  because  of  short  domestic  supplies, 

Mr,  Anderson  said  this  country  has  "a  whole  lot  of  beef  and  we  can  spare  some." 

The  Secretary  said  also  that  this  country  would  help  the  British  build  up  a 
stockpile  of  wheat  before  the  fall  so  that  they  would  not  be  as  dependent  upon 
imports  during  the  winter  season^  when  transportation  dif f ic-;lties  mount. 

FOOD  UP  hO%  IN  YE;\R:  DUN  &  3RADSTREET  INDEX  OF  31  ITHIS  AT  R.ECORD  HIGH-^^^holesale 
food  prices,  which  have  increased  30  percent  in  the  last  tv\relve  months,  reached 
a  new  high  on  March  1,.  it  v;as  reported  yesterday  b-r  Dun  &  Bradstreet,  Inc.,  on  the 
basis  of  its  index  of  thirty  one  foods  in  coirmon  use.     The  index  reached 
an  increase  of  15  cents  over  the  previous  week's  mark  of  $6,62  itself  a  record  high,. 

The  latest  figure  is  A. A  percent  above  last  November's  high  mark  of  ''■6,49.- 
A  year  ago  the  index  stood  at  :^A,1?.     ^Nineteen  of  the  thirty  one  foods  showed 
price  increases  and  three  declined,  the  others  remaining  the  same. 
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From  Nev;  York  Times,  ^'iarch  6  -    -  ^ 

ILMW.  SOEVING  POTATO  SURPLUS-Augusba-Government  orders  for  liaine  potatoes 
to  feed  hmgry  Europeans  and  seed  their  war  scarred'  lands,  .according  to  State 
Agriculture  Commissioner  A.  K.  Gardner,  v;iil  me.an  shipment  of  about  2,500,000 
bushels  a  week,  which  "pretty  nearly  solves  the  surplus  problem  for  Maine." 
The  surplus  vjas  estimated  recently  at  about  12,000,000'  bushels,  out  of  a  record 
B'0,000,000  harvest.  ,        -  _ 


From  U.  Y.  Journal  of  Gomm.erce,  Ijiarch  6  — 

CO^TTROLLER  SEEKS  TO  LrilT  GCG  EJITENSIOM  TO  0I\TE' YEAR-'Tashihgton-Comptrollor 
General  Lindsay 'Varren  recoinrriended  today  that  Congress  extend  the  life  cf  the 
Commodity  Credit  Ccrp;  for  only  one  year  pending  completion  of  .an  audit. 

Warren  wrote  the  Cen-\te  Agriculture  ^Committee  that  a  pending  two-year  extension 
bill  would  "  •     ■     r-^.^'ovo  CCC-from  provisions  of  law  which  reiuire  all 

Governm.ent  corrporations  ■  to- get  Federal  charters  before  July  1,  194B.    CCC  now 
operat'es  under  a  State  charter, 

'7hen  the  audit  now'  buing  made,  is  completed,  ^'^arren  added  it  will  be  sent  to 
Congres.s,  along  with  recommendations  on  reincorporation. 


U.S.  TO  R?T.i in' SUBSIDE  ON  .■RA'  f  .COTTON  EXPORT-"/ashington-Representative  McMillan 
(Dem.S.G.)  said  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  assured  Congress  -.members  today 
that  the  Government  will  continue  a  2<^  a  pound  subsidy  on  exported  cotton. 
The  subsidy  was  'cut  from  recently. 

McMillan  said  Anderson  talked  to  about  50  Congressmen  from  cotton  growing 
States  at  a  special  meeting. 


■■     SUGAR  CONTROL  TRANSFER  LIKELY  ^  JITK  CPA  mD  VOTED  B^'  SENITE  S^JITCH  TO  USDA  IS 
SEEN-:-The  vote  of  the -Senate  to  end  CPA  on  Jun^^  30  lent  support  to  industry  views 
that  control  of  sugar  will  be  absorbed  by  the  United' States  Department  of  Agricultun 
within  the  near  future,     Something  vyill  have  to  be  done  in  this  direction  before 
March  31,  when  rationing  expires.. 


From  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  March  6  - 

'PROPER'  TARIFF  PROTECTION  IS  TIRG:^D  ^OR  'JOOL:  PAUT.Y  .SA^S  PROPOSED  I'TORT 
^•yOT.lS  SHOULD  BE  SET  AS  TliTTORARY  M.EiSTiRE  uNTY-^'Aashington-The  National  'Jool 
Growers'  Association  advocated  today  -a  "proper"  tariff  on  wool.    Sylvan  J. 
Pauly,  association  president,  told  an  ag'^icultural  subcomittee  that  import 
ouotas  proposed  in  sever.al  pending  bills  should  be,  C'-^nsidered  only  tejnporary 
measures  until  "proper"  tariff  protection  is  Obtained. 
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Prom  St,  Paul  (liinn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Pel),  27  — 

THSITI)  OP  COKGESSS  EVliTTS  l'/0MI3S  S'lAIS  PAEi'I  L3AIISIIS  -  Concern  is' growing 
among  Ilinnesota  farm  leaders  over  the  direction  of  eventS'in  Congress,  'it  vas 
revealed  I'/ednesday  night. 

The  criticism  is  aroused  "by  unofficial  reports  and  rumors  al)out  pre— 
.liminary  discussions  in  Congress  of  the  ways  in  which  a  share  in  the  total 
reduction  in  the  "budget  may  lio  applied  to  agricultural  appropriations, 

Parm  leaders  also  arc  dist\irl)ed  'by  the  continued  lack  of  evidence  that 
Congress  v;ill  get  around  to  enact  "by  the  summer  of  next  year  a  ncv;  program 
of  hasic  national  farm  legislation  to  replace  the  90  per  cent  of  parity  guaran- 
tees \7hich  expire  at  the  end  of  194-8* 

This  particular  concern,  it  was 'learned,  was  a  sulDjcct  of  a  special 
conference  here  recently  "between  certain  Minnesota  farm  leaders  and  Carroll  B,  • 
Ileece,  chairman  of  the  Rcpu'blican  ilational  committee* 

Possiliilities  of  slashing  SSA.  as  much  as  50  per  cent,  of  drastica,lly  re- 
ducing or  eliminating  school  lunch  funds,  and  of  cutting  the  MA  soil  conser- 
vation fund  from  300  million  dollars  last  year  and  200  million  recommended 
"by  President  Truman  to  100  millions  or  less  arc  reported  under  discussion^ 

J,        Jones,  executive  secretary  of  the  Minnesota  Parm  Bureau  federation, 
may  go  to  Washington  in  April  to  appear  in  Congressional  hearings  in  support 
of  farm  appropriations  considered  vital  to  agriculture  in  this  region. 

Prom  Indianapolis  (ind,)  Star,  Pe"b,  27  - 

PACKSR  URGES  BUY3RS'   STRIICi  WULD  LO^^^SE  IISA^  PRICES,    SAYS  OPrlCIAL  - 
houB-ewives  v/ere  urged  "by  a  Hoosier  meat-packing  firm  executive  yesterday 
to  '^0  on  a  meat— "buying  strike"  to  "bring  spiraling  retail  meat  prices  "down 
within  reason," 

Mcanv/hile,  "buyers  at  Midwestern  stockyards  halted  the  skyrocketing  prices, 
at  least  temporarily,  ty  rejecting  the  record  prices  asked  "by  farmers  who 
shipped  90,000  hogs  to  market  yesterday. 

In  Indianapolis,   consumer  resistance  was  growing  and  is  expected  to 
"blossom  into  a  full-fledged  "buyers'  strike  if  the  upward  trend  continues, 

John  Hartmcyer,  executive  vi co-president  of  the  tlarhocfer  Company, 
Hunclc  meat  packing  firm,  declared  that  a  strike  "by  housewives  '^is  the  only 
waj'-  to  "bring  meat  prices  dovm  within  reason*" 

Prom  Sa.n  Iran  Cisco  (Calif)  Sxaminbr 

GOOD  ISIG-HBOR  POLICY  AT  ITS  BEST  -  Editorial  -  The  department  of  Agri- 
culture has  petitioned  Congress  for  special  authority^  to  com"bat  the  cu^-rent 
oufbreak  of  foot  and  raoxith  disease  in  Mexico,  with  the  lauda"blc  intention  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  dangerous  infection  to  the  United  States, 

The  consent  of  Congress  is  necessary  "because  the  normal  authority  of  the 
department  is  restricted  to  the  United  States,  and  only  in  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances would  lifting  of  that  restriction  l)e  desira"ble. 

The  "extraordinary  circumstances"  are  clearly  evident  in  the  present 
situation,   "It  is  the  Good  ITeigh"bor"Policy  at  its  "best,  which  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  proposes  to  pu.r3uc  in  com^bating  and  eradicating  this  destruc- 
tive infection  at  its  source,  and  the  Congress  s-hould  grant  the  necessary 
authority  without  hcsitatio'iu  ' 
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rrom  I'cv/  Orleans  Timcs-Picayunc,  FcTd,  24  ~ 

PO^TO  GLUT  AKD  PMIIS  -  Editorial  -  International,  food  experts  v;ill  say 
it  is  easily  c:cp.laina'blc ,  "but  the  common  sense  man  will  still  sec,  an ■  o :'di ty 
in  the  fact  that  the  United  States  government  finds  it  next  tc  impossible 
virtually  to  give  away  20,000,000  "bushels  of  potatoes  to  a  half-starved  v/orld, 

The  potatoes  are  on  storage  in  the  Sast  and  constitute  a  fraction  of  the 
surplus  that  the  government  purchased  at  the  rate  of  about  $2,20  a  "bushel  in 
fulfilling    its  crop-support  commitment.     Offered  to  relief  agencies  and 
foreign  governments  a.t  only  four  cents  per  hundred  povinds,  the  potatoes  have 
found  few  takers,    i'-^of fcred  to  commcrc'ial  exporters  at  35  cents  a  hundred, 
the  response  was  so  poor  that  ttopricc  has  "been  dropped  to  five  cents  a  hvjidred 
in  an  effort  to  aver.t  .a  complete  loss  through  spoilage. 

Prom  Detroit  (Mich,)  Pree  Press  -  Pch,  27  - 

CHAPil  PJ]AGTI01m  IU  POIC  -  Editorial  -  Pork  prices  have  rocketed  up  to  an 
all— time  high  for  the  simple  reason  that  not  enough  hogs  are  going  to  market  to 
satisfy  the  demand  for  their  meat.    And  the  reason  so  few  are  "being  shipped  to 
slaughter  is  that  farmers  just  haven't  got  them. 

Ifxion  you  get  into  the  causes  "behind  the  lack  of  pigs  on  the  farm,  however, 
things  grow  more  complex,     Thr.t  "brings"  the  inquiry  to  t"ne  unpredicta"ble  cliain 
reaction  that  is  "bound  to  ensue  v/hen  ariy  phase  of  our  economy  is  su"bjected  to 
artificial  manipulation. 

Early  last  s\ammer  the  G"ovcrnmcnt  sought'  to  get  corn  ^n  to  the  market  "by 
artificial  means.     It  offered  a  bonus  of  30  cents  a  bushel. 

That    get  the  corn  in,  all  right,  but  it  also  made  it  more  profitable 
to  grab  the  subsidy  than  to  use  corn  for  feeding  pigs,    Parmers, sold  off  their 
sv;ine,  oithcr  because  they  wanted  to  peddle  their  cotn  suppl"  at  the  exalted 
price  or  could  not  profitably  buy -corn  for  hog-feeding' purposes. 

So  most  of  the  pigs,  both  big  and  .little,  went  to  market.     The  removal 
of  all  controls  on  pork  and  corn  prices  in  June  ha-stened  this  liquida-tion. 
By  .fall,   the  volume  of  hogs  going  through  stockyards  was  11  per  cent  bclov; 
the  1945  figure, 

lou  can  call  it  controllo-d  economy  or  just  plain  finagling,     Tiic  end  of 
the  chain  reaction  set  up  is  alv/ays  the  same.     That  is,   something  more 
disa-strous  than  the  conditioia  it  sought  to  correct, 

ProJA  St,  Petersburg  (Pla,)   Times,  Pob.  26  -  • 

AiTr'  THIi  HOG  JUilFEP  OVER  THlU  MOOii  -  Editorial  ~  Recent  rejoicing  over  the 
decline  in  food  prices  v;as  premature,  as  m.any  of  us    now  arc  becoming  aware, 

Tiio  trend  again  is  up\\rard.  And,  leading  the  ascension,  the  hog  is  doing 
in  reality  v/hat  the  cow  did  In  the  nursery  rh;mie. 

Yesterday,  live  hogs  sold  for  $30  a  h\indred  pounds  in  Chicago  —  an  all- 
time  hi  ia, 

A  Department  of  Agriculture  meat  Specialist  warns  that  a  pork  chop  soon 
may  cost  Ol  a  pound  at  your  retail  butcher  shop,  .  Before  wc  read  hi",  prediction^, 
a  St,  Petersburg  merchant  Kr.d  tipped  us  off  to  a  preliminary  boost.  .  Pointing 
to  a  pork  loin  v/hich  had  just  been  delivered  i"n  his  shop,  he  confided  that  it 
had  cost  69  cents  a  po^ond  wholesale,  adding:   "That  means  up  to  90  cents  on  pork 
chops* "  ... 
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From  New  York  Times,  March  10  -  '  ■ 

BREAD    PRICES  RISE  THRO'JGHOUT  NATION:  GEKTFRAL  INCRFJISE  OF  3-3  CENTS  A  LOAF 
SEEN-Chicago-AP-BreaJ  prices  are  rising,  a  survey  of  United  States  cities  showed 
today. 

Increased,  cost  of  iiigredients ,  combined  with  the  overseas  dejmnd  for 
wheat  and  flour,  are  expected  to  bring  price  advances  above  those  already  made 
in  some  cities. 

Price  increases  noted  during  the  recent  advance  in  wheat  varied  from  one- 
half  cent  a  loaf  to  3  cents,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  loaf.    Baking  interests 
indicated  that  the  increase  would  become  general  throughout  the  country. 


rJGOSLAV  HUNGER, .IT  CRITICAL  STAGE:  U.S.  ENDORSES  AID-Belgrade-The  United 
States  rimbassy  agreed  today  to  reouest  the  International  Emergency. Food  Council 
to  supply  100,000  tons  of  grain  to  Yugoslavia.     The  need  v-ras  described  by 
an  official  of  the  United  iiations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Adm-inistration' as 
"the  worst  crisis  in  the  country  since  the  Germans  left  a  devastated  land." 

The  country  has  suddenly  av/akened  to  the  threat  of  starvation  among 
5,000,000  persons  in  the  deficiency  areas  of  Bosnia,  Hercegovina,  DaLmatia 
and  parts  of  Slovenia.     The  area  is  roughly  the  entire  mountainous  region  of 
the  country 'and  '^as  hardest  hit  at  the  beginning  of  UlffiRA' s  .operations  two 
years  ago. 


HITS  n.S.  DEALINGS  ^ITH  >^USRTO  RICO:  SUGAR  EVER  ON  DEFINSIYE  "IT^  tt.s.- 
Washington-The  Foreign  Policy  Association,  asserted  tonight  that  lick  of  a  clear 
Unit'-id  St'ites  policy  toward  Puerto  Rico  was  to  blame  for  many  of  the  island's 
economic  problems. 

The  report  "as  written  by  Olive  Holmes  of  the  FFA  staff  after  a    tudy  of 
Puerbc  Iiican  problems  . 

Miss  Holmes  asserted  that  uncertainty  about  Puerto  Rico's  future  relation- 
ship with  the  United  States  "adversely  affects  its  sugar  culture,  the  island's 
main  economic  crop." 

"The  island's  highcost  sugar  industry,"  she  said,  "is  continually  on  the 
defensive  ir?^^^  ^'^ashington  against  the  i"V:stern  best  area,  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
cane  grovj-,-rs  with  their  vocal  lobbies  and  the  Cuban  interests  with  their  State 
Department  support,  .  •■ 

"Puerto  Ricans  are  generally  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  production 
and  marketin--  arrangemients .In  time  sugar  production  will  become  highly  . 
miechanized  and,  as  sue'  ,  a  high  wage  industry  providing  revenue  but  fewer 
opportunities  for  employment,... 
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From  Mew  York  Times,  March  10  - 

FIITS  U.S.  TRADE  PROriRAII:  3SSSE  C.'iLS  IT  ECCNCHIC  AGGRESSTO'J,  NOT  PEACE 
PRO;!OTIOfJ-The  current  ompha-^is  which  t'lo  United  States  is  putting  on  foreign 
trade  is  economic  aggression  rather-  than  promotion  of  peace,     Arthur  Beese, 
president  of  the  National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers, .  stated  yesterday 
following  his  election  to  thepresidency  of  the  \merican  Products  Council.. 

Mr.  Basse  criticized  President  Truman's  recent  speech  advocating 
reduction  of  American  tariffs  on  the  basis  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  are  much  concerned  lest  the  drive  of  the  United  States  for  increased 
markets  abroad  will  deprive  them  of  the  markets  they  need.    The  proposed 
International  Trade  Charter,  he  said,  tal<:es  t:he  control  of  foreign  trade  of 
the  United  States  right  out  of  this  country's  hands. 


From  M.y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  10  - 

SENATE  GROU^  VOTES   5UG.IR  EXTENSION:  'WWiJ)  RETAIN  RATIONING  TILL  K\RCH  31, 
'49  UNDER  USDA  AND  'HISTORICAL  '^SE'  FORIOILA-^ 'ashington-A  one  year  extension 
of  sugar  rationing  and  price  controls  was  recoiTimen^lsd  to  the  Sen'^te  yesterday 
by  its  Banking  Committee  by  a  .10  to  3  vote. 

At  the  same  time  the  comiTiittpe  recomjnended  that  administration  of  sugar 
controls  be  shifted  from  the  0P..\  to  the  Agriculture  Department  as  soon  as  the 
extention  becom.es  law. 

Senator  Flanders  (Rep.  Vt,)  who  told  reporters  about  the  decision 
after  a  lengthy  closed  door  session,  said,  that  the  Agriculture  Department 
had  aoSur-.id  Senators  that  every  housewife  would  receive  35  pounds  of  sugar 
this  year,  or  10  po\inds  more  than  allowed  under  rationing  last  year, 

Flanders  said'  that  there  also  wpuld  be  more  sugar  available  for 
condensed  m.ilk  "to  avoid  d-'umping  milk  down  the  drauin"  for  lack  of  sugar  to 
preserve  it. 

The  Senator  said  that  industrial  allocation  of  sugar  to  bakers,  candy- 
makers,   bottlers  and  others  would  be  "less  rigid"  than  formerly  although 
the  30  called  "historical  base"  would  be  retained. 


HARVESTER  PRICE  CUTS  HEPu\LD  INDUSTRY  ANS'T:?R  TO  RESIST  \NCS-Chicago-New 
indications  that  industry  is  preparing  to  take  preventive  measures  to  head 
off  a  recession  resulting  from  consumer  rc;sist  Tice  is  seen  in  the  action  of 
International  Harvester  Corp.  in  reducing  prices  by  $20,000,000  a  year. 

The  action  of  International  Harvester,  announced  over  the  weekend  by 
Fowler  McCormick,  chairman  of  the  board,  was  r^>garded  as  doubly  significant, 
since  the  coinpany  had  previ''usly  increased  prices  only  20  percent  since  1941. 
This  is  less  than  half  of  the  62  percent  rise  in  all  manufactured  goods  reported 
by  the  Government  since  1941. 

Moreover,  ther'e  are  ho  signs  of  consumer  resistance  to  farm  equipment 
i^rices,  such  as  have  bet-n  manifested  r^jcently  in  soft  goods  and  some  consumers 
durable  goods.     Even  before  the  ^"^arvester  prict-  reduction,  leaders  of  the  farm 
equipment  infiustry  indica.ted  that  they  expected  sales  of  farm  equipment  this 
year  to  touch  the  ^"^1, 000, 000, 000  mark  for  the  first  tinu;:. 
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IV om  I'opelca  (Kann.)  Capital,  iFel),  28  - 

¥AIL  AlLl  ilOAlT  AT  HIGH  PHI CES 'bU'I  IT  W.VT  DO  AI7f  C-Cpi)  _  Housev/ives  may 
stage  a  sitdown  strike  on  rising  pork  prices,  "but  Topeka  neat  merchants 
gloomily  dou"bted  Thursday  that  it  would  do  them  much  good. 

It's  the  demand  from  "both  coasts,  especially  the  East,   that  is  causing 
the  price_  to  zoom,  according    to  Earnest  Di"b"ble  of  the  DilDl)le  stores.  Custo- 
mer resistance  may  "be  expected,  'hut  it  will  not  make  much  difference  here,  he 
predicted.     Consumers  in  the  East. and  T/est  will  proliatly  continue  to  "buy  at 
high  pricSs,  draining  whatever  effect  "buyer  resistance  in  the  Midwest  might 
have, 

Va,yne  Baker,  manager  of  the  meat  department  at  Green' s  grecery,  813 
Kansas,   said  the  housewife^  s  oTD'jection  to  pork  and  "bacon  prices  is  still  mostly 
in  the  talking  stage.     He  has  heard  a  lot  of  complaining  and  questioning,  "but 
women  have  kept  right  on  "buying.  As  a  matter  of  fact,   the  effect  of  the  price 
rise  lias  hardly  "been  felt  so  far. 


From  Charleston  (S,C,)  ITews  and  Courier,  ?e"b.  28  -  - 

VOkT  SCARCITIES  BLAi-ISr  OH  HIGH  PURCHASIITG  PO^.flUR  -  Rising  meat  prices 
are  due  to  scarcities  caused  ty  high  purchasing  pov/er,  J,  B,  Larisey,  assistant 
Manager  of  Armour  and  company's  Charleston  "bra.nch,   told  Civitans  of  St,  Philip's 
and  St,  'Michael's  parish  at  their  me.$ ting  yesterday. 


From  Atlanta  (Oa,)  "Journal,  Fel3,  27- 

.    HOi-IIilG-  CHICKEiTS  _  Editorial  -  Chickens  seldom  fail  to  come  home  to 
roost.    The  "barnyard  metaphor  may  "be  a  "bit  mixed  "but  for  example  look  at  the 
price  of  pork.     The  American  people  "brought  $30  hogs  on  them.selves  when  last 
summer  their  cries  of  discontent,  aciplified  and  directionally  "beamed  "by  mem"bers 
of  Congrese,  resulted  in  the  destruction,  of  price  control," 

President  Truman  and  Chester  Bowles  warned  the  people  of  the  consequence 
"but  no"bod:"  listened,    Free  markets  and  free  enterprise  must  "be  reinstated 
immediately. 

One  of  the  many  upshots  v/as  that  the  growers  of  swine  hustled  their  little 
pigs  off  to  market  as  rapidly  as  they  could  after  controls  were  lifted  last 
summer, 

Hov7  \7e  are  paying  the  penalty  in  the  price  of  pork,  just  as  we  are  joaying 
in  m^ny  another  matter. 


From  St#  Louis  Bost-Bispatch,  Mar,  2  - 

EE3ICTI01T  or  SCARCITY  0?  PORX  UlTTIL  OCTOBER  _  A  scarcity  of  pork  u_ntil 
next  Octo"ber  was/predicted  yesterday  "by  1'/,  R,  Hultt,   secretary  of  the  St,  Louis 
Livestock  Exchange,     Commenting  after  seeing  the  Fe"bruary  report  of  the  Pro- 
ducers* Livestock  Commission  Association,  I-Iuitt  said  supplies  of  heef  are 
expected  to  "be  maintained  at  "oresent  levels,    H'aitt  said  a"bout  50  percent 
of  the  1946  spring  pig  crop  already  had  "been  marketed,  which  indicated  -an  even_ 
greater  shortage  of  pork  next  Ajjril,    He  said  he  doti"bted  pork  prices  v/ould 
increase  to  $1  per  pound,   the  price  recently  predicted  "by  the  La"bor  Department^ 
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From  3oise  Ida.ho  Statesnan,  ?e"b,  26  - 


HlGH^?2.CIilI)  POEI--:  _  Editorial  -  All-time  high  pork  prices  cn  the  Chicago 
market,  which  is  the  forerunner  of  more  expensive  pork  chops,  loan  a.nd  "bacon, 
are  not  at  all  surprising.     The  circumstances  that  \i^ruld  cause  this  situation 
were  plain  as  day  tlirec  and  four  years  ago  and  despite  the  fact  the  men  v;ho 
controlled  0?A  were  told  alDout  it  "by  leading  pork  raisers  from  all  parts  of 
the  nation  there  was  no  change  in  perhaps  one  of  the  most  amazing  "blunders  of 
the  price , control  system. 

There  v/ill  Tse  a  num'ber  of  reasons .  of  fcred  as  to  why  th6  price  of  pork 
is  now  so  highc  Most  of  them  will  he  efforts  to  cloud  the  issue,  _  Here  are 
the  real  reasons  for  the  present  high  price  of  pork: 

OPA  held  firm  ceiling  on  hog  prices, 

QP.l  did  not  hold  ceiling  on  feed  pricesc 

The  hog  raiser  could  not  pay  the  dou'blcd  price  for  food  and  raise  pork 
to  sell  ,at  C?A  ceilingSc     Consequently  "breeding  herds  wore  sold  to  a  point 
that_  today  wc  have  a  shortage  of  pork.    Until  the  hog-  .raieing  industry  can 
increase  hog  production  to  somewhere  meet  the  demand,  pork  prices  v/ill  stay 
high. 

Supply  and  demand  —  the  sound  and  solid  fundamentals  of  our  American 
systcFi  —  control  the  price  of  pork  and  everything  elsq^ 

Ken  in  a  "b-ureau  failed  and  the  pu"blic  pays  the  "bill. 


Trom  Madison  (¥i5c,)   Capital  Times,  Fe"b,  27  - 

you  ASIGSD  FOR  IT  -  Editorial  -  Incensed  Msdison  citison--;  gathered  at  the 
city. li"brary  the  other  Aight  to  discuss  what  steps  to  take  to  ^^ard  off  _the 
shattcrirg  impact  cn  the  family  "budget  of  the  sir/rocketing  price  of  meato 

Itile  the  group  that  mot  at  the  li"brary  the  other  night  cannot  "be  "blam.ed 
for  lack  of  interest  in  the  issue  of  price  control^  the  puhlic  itself  is  to 
"blame  that  only  the  inferior  cuts  of  meat  are  selling  today  at  50  cents  a  jjound 
or  less. 

The  people  sv/allowed  the  propaganda  of  these  v/ho  were  out  to  kill  0?A 
last  Octo"ber  during  the  meat  strike.    They  allowed  the  "Dig  packers- and  the  "big 
newspapers  to  convince  them  that  OPA  was  a  "bureaucratic  .i;ionstrosity  and  that 
the  lav;  of  su2-:)ply  and  demand  would  take  care  of  sky-rccketing  prices. 

Eive  m^onths  have  elapsed  since  price  controls  on  meat  were  ki'llegl,  Where 
is  the  law  of  supply  and  demand?     Is  it  reflected  in  the  reports  that  pork 
chops  arc  going  up  to  $1  a  pound?  ^• 

You  joined  in  the  hue  and  cry  to  m.assacre  OPA,    You  asked  for  it.  And 
now  you're  getting  it. 

Prom  Om.aha  (iTehr)  World 'Herald,  Peh,  26- 

CRU3S  PAGING-  HOUGHER  YEAJl;  MOHE  CATTLE  SPHAYIITG  IS  IIT  PROSPECT  -  There 
prohahly  will  "be  more  cattle  spraying  done  tiiis  year  than  ever  "before. 

One  reason  is  the  availa"bility  of  new-  and  "better  insecticides  rnd  the 
equipment  for  applying  them.,  '.  , 

Another  is  the  educational  campaign  that  has  "been  carried  on  "by  such  men 
as  Dr,  ¥,  T,' Spencer,  regional  m.anager  of  the  Livestock  Less  Prevention  Board, 
G-ru"bs,  fli-es,  lice  cost  American  "beef  and  dairy  products  producers  .a.nnually  an 
amount  of  money  estimated  at  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  Gru'bs  alone  cost 
farmers  something  lj.ke  150  million  dollars^ 
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From  Now, York  Times,  March  11  -  ' 

U.S.  DELEGATION  NAMED  FOR  ^JORLD  VHiEAT  TALKS-^feshin.'^ton-Leslie  A.  Wheeler 
will  be  chairman  of  the  International  ^'^heat  Conference,  which  will  meet  in 
London  on  March  18,  according  to  an  announcement  today  at  the  State  Department. 

Mr,  Wheeler  is  director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Other  members  of  the  delegation  were  announced  as  Carl  C.  Farrington 
assistant  administrator  of  the  Agriculture  Department's  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration;  Edward  G.  Gale,  associate  chief  of  the  State  Department's 
Division  of  International  Resources,  and  ^aul  0.  Nyhus,  agricultural  attache  to 
the  United  States  Embassy  in  London. 

The  conference  will  endeavor  to  develop  equitable  international  wheat  . 
prices  ,  adequate  wheat  supplies,  wheat  reserves  through  national  stocks, 
avoidance  of  burdensome  v\/heat  surpluses  and  diversion  of  land  unsuitable  for  wheat 
to  other  crops.  . 


U.S.  AID  TO  AUSTRIA  VITAL,  HOOVER  FINDS:  $155,000,000  FOR  R~  LIEF  TtrqeD- 
'■fashing ton-Herbert  Hoover  recommended  today  the  allotment  of  "^155,000,000  in 
emergency  relief  for  Austria  for  April  1,  1947,  to  July  1,  194-5.     In  a  report, 
made  public  today,  on  his  study  of  the  Austrian  phase  of  relief  needs  in  the 
9ccupied  area  of  Europe  under  ilmerican  Jurisdiction,  he  said  this  sum  did  not 
cover  industria.1  rehabilitation. 


U.S.  DENIES  PLEDGE  ON  YUGOSLW  FOOD:  SMBASS^^  SAID  TO  HAVE  .iGRSSD  ONLY  TO 
STTJDY  REQUEST  FOR  GR..IN  SALE  IN  CRISIS-Washington-The  State  Department  threw 
considerable  doubt  today  on  Yugoslavia's  need  for  relief  grain.    This  followed 
a  published  report  fromi  Belgrade  that  the  United  States  Embassy  there  had 
requested  the  International- Ernie rgency  Food  Council  to  allot  100,000  tons  of 
grain  for  p^ar chase  by  the  Yugoslav  Government  and  by  the  United  Nations  Relief 
and  Rehabilitation  Administration. 

Lincoln  White,  State ' Department  press  officer,  read  a  statement  that  the 
Embassy  ''-ad  agreed  only  to  consider  and  investigate  any  data  the  Yugoslav 
Government  might  supoly  in  sup  ort  of  the  reouest.     The  Emibassv  has  made  no 
recommendation  to  ^'ashington,  Mr.  'n-ite  said. 


10  LBS.  OF  SUG,R  IN  R/iTIC'N  APRIL  I;  OTC  ANNinMCES  V\LID\TING  0^  SP\RE  STA'IP 
No.  11  LTOER  35  L3.  1947  ALLO'-^ANCE-'Tashington-The  firstten  pound  sugar  st-amp. 
Spare  Stamp  No.  11  in  the  family  ration  book,  will  be  valid  April  1,  the  Office 
of  Temporarv  Controls  announced  todav. 
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Frcm  New  York  Timos^  March  11  r- 

STATE  'CAMCT  ..CT'  OVER  BUTTER  DE\L;  GOLDSTEIN  SA^S  NZ'^  '^ORK  LA' 'S  EXE?  TT 
DAIRv^HiM  FINED  BY  ILS.  ON  Fx^ICE  ' l^NIPULATION-Alb-any-Attorney  General  Nathaniel 
L.  Goldstein  informed  Governor  Dei'Vey  today  in  a  special  report  that  butter 
manipulations  of  the  Dairymen's  League  Cooperative  Association . last  December 
were  "essentially  an  act  in  restraint  of  trade  but  did  not  violate  present  state 
law. " 


From  "Tail  Street  Journal^  March  11  -  •  '  ' 

E?JD  OF  SNG-R  Ci'.NI'ROL  SEEN  BOOSTING  PRICES,  CAUSING  BUYING  RUSK;  A!ERIC'lN 
SUGAR  REFINING  HEAD  TE7.LS  STCCKHOIDERS  RIFGUL'.TIGN  IS  NE.iDED  THROUGW  1947-Elimina- 
tion  of  the  present  sugar  control  program  would  undoubtedly  cause  prices  to  rise 
substantially  and  start  a  scramble  for  supplies.     This  warning  was  sounded  by 
Joseph  F.  Abbott  J  president  of  the  American  Sugar  'Refining  Co,  in  the  annual 
stockholders'  report  for  1946. 

Prompt  action  is  necessary,  he  contended,  to  prevent  another  "boom  and 
bust"  situation  such  as  that  following  the  first  ^"forld  I'^ar,  wht.-n  prices  sky- 
rocketed and  then  collapsed  because  of  the  absence  of  anorderly  program, 
lir.  Abbott  urged  the  Government  to  adopt  the  following: 

1.     Provide  the  American  public  with  substantially  more  sugar  this  year,  as 
it  has  promised.     2.     Continue  price  and  rationing  control  through'  1947. 
3.    Announce  without  delay  when  controls  will  end.     4.  Define  its  policy  on  further 
purchajes  of  sugar  crops  and  its  plans  to  provide  sugar  to  foreign  countries. 


T.THE,\T'S  EX  "ORT  BOOM  "  'ILL  LET  FAi^iERS  D;""'N  ^  .^IT^  A  HEW^  THUD  'I^SI^I  IT  END3- 
And  there's  no  reason  to  think  the  "spree"  will  last  beyond  the  m.iddle  of  next 
year.    Assuming  normal  crops  next  year  in  Europe  and  exoorting  countries,  demand 
for  U.S.  wheat  can  shrivel  like  a  blighted  leaf.    ^'Torld  planners  speak  of 
allotting  the  U.S.  an  SO  million  bushel  share  of  the  globe's  yearly  '/vheat 
exports  ivhen  "normalcy"  returns.    That's  much  less  than  a  fourth  of  this  season's 
shipments  of  some  350  million  bushels.    But  even  so  it's  sev.vral  times  as  much 
wheat  as  the  world  bought  here  in  the  lean  years  of  the  1930'.  s.     U.S.  wheat 
exports  in  the  three  years  1934-37  combined  came  to  only  60  million  bushels. 

This  means  one  thing:    U.S.  farmers  will  have  to  get  quickly  out  of  the 
habit  of  growing  billion  bushel  crops  after  Europe's  production  comes  back,  or 
else  face  huge  surpluses. 


P0UT.TR'^  FLOCir-;-Poultry  flocks  a'ong  the  East  Coast  are  smitten  by  widespread 
pneumonia.    Mortality  in  many  flocks  is  called''-whelesale. "    Starting  in  the  South, 
the  epidemic  has  moved  northward.     And  there  are  indications  of  its  moving  west. 
Heavy  losses  can  hoist  the  cost  of  a  Sunday  chicken  dinner. 
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From  Minneapolis  (Minn.)   Tritune,  Mar,-  3— .     ■  ' 

U.  S.   GETS  V/HSAT  CERTIFICATE  PLAi^     A  new  wheat  certificate  plan  has 
■been  proposed  to  the  federal  government  \iy  M.  W,  Thatcher,   St.  Paul,  to  stalDili- 
lize  .the  wildl;^  fluctuating  grain  market*  , 

Thatcher,  general  manager  of  the  Farmers  Union  Grain  Terminal  association, 
has  suhmitted  a  five— year  version  of  his  ..plan  which  was  followed  last  ^ear* 

It  provides  that  farmers  can  trade  their  wheat  for  certificates  which  can 
he 'cashed  irrjnediately  or  on  , a -future  date  ^at  prices  then  current. 

Money  received  could  iDe  credited  at  the  time  the  certificates  are  cashed 
for  income  tax  purposes,    '  ■ 

The  result,   Thatcher  "believes,  would  he  to  steady  the  grain    market  and 
prevent  such  extreme  shifts  as  last  Saturday' s  hoom  in  wheat  futures  to  the 
highest  point  in  27  years  on  the  Minneapolis  grain  exchange, 

TiiGtcher  predicts  the  plan  would  achiev-e  these  other  advantages:  Relieve 
farmers  of  a  strong  reason  for  holding  wheat;     By  release  of  more  v/heat  from, 
farmers,  help  -ease  the -pr-e  sent  shortage ''of  wheat. at  terminals;    Ease  the 
present  general  -scramMe  for  wheat,  steadying  the  demand;     Give  mills  more 
wheat*  .'''!'■':  ,  ■  -  •  '      -■"  ^ 

From  Greenshoro  (IT,  O.O- Kewc,  Mar,  2  -      -    '  .  ■■ 

■     CPA  BIALISD.  JFOR  .r:ilASTH  OF.M'TEATHS;  FABJ-'EES -^SUFFER, -  SQLOIT  HBCLAEES  _  Washiig- 
ton  -  As  v/ord  was  av/ai ted  .here  "by  ITorth-Garolina' s  congressional  delegation  on 
-Vord  as  to  when  an.-,  wh^re '  Gra'-ce :  Line  ships  would  discharge  cargoes  of  Chilean 
nitra-tes,   charges-  of  dis-crimifi-at ion  against  the  American  farm. er  in  the  matter 
of  fertilizer  distribution  -were  made  from  the  floor'  of  the  House  as  the  con- 
gressional week  ended,        ■  '■ 

Representative  •William  M.  .I^hittington:'  (Democrat,  Mississippi),  said  flatly 
that  the  ¥ar  Department  and  the  Civilian  Production  Administration  had  failed 
utterly  to  take  into  account  the  needs  of  the  American  farm  in  over-allocating 
fertilizer  to  foreign  export  both  in  1946  and"  19-4-7-,  ' 

Ifnittington  said  that  despite  a  disclaimer  "by  the  Civilian  Production 
■Administration  that  it  had  authority  over  •  the  ''dls'trihution  isf  amjiionium  nitrates, 
it  was  continuing  to,  uso- priority  to  nick  the  doiiife'stic  supply. 

He  said  that  while  every  SduthG-rn' congressman  is  hedng  deluded  with  appeals 
and  protests  from  farmers  "who  are  s^nnpathetic  with -■over  seas  needs  and  are  pay- 
in'^  taxes  to  alleviate  that  ne-cd  through  array- operated  plants, all  that  has 
been  obtained  in  four  months  from  CPA  is  '^confusing  statistics,'" 

From  Oklahom.a  City  OklpJioman,  March  2  -    .-'  •  ' 

MO'iTICEYIITG  WITH  EAIRI  PRICES  '^  Editorial  -  Price  supports  .for  dairy 
praducts  are  a  headache  to  the  government.    Already  a  support  for  dry  milk 
powder  has  been  announced, .  and  next  will  probably  be  a  flv'or  binder  butter. 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Anderson  fears  a  milk  shortage. 

Undoubtedly  the  milk  producers  ■  have  had  a  hard  time. making  both  ends  m.eet, 
but  indications  are  that  government  miori^ieying  v;ith  the  law  of  supply  and  demand 
on  many  fronts  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  difficulty.     Under  such  morJceying 
no  economic  problem  ever  stays  solved. 
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Prom  Cheyenne  V/yoniin^-  State  TriliunG,  Pod,  27  - 

F0-2?E  C.-IOPS  —  iJditorial'  -  Prospect  of  Sollar-a-pcund  pork  chops  is  dis- 
missed "by  a  spokesman  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Consumer  resistance, '  he  said,   should  compel  a  dovmtnjrn  in  meat  prices 

'scon. 

Housewives  will  not  stand  for  it,  he  a,sscrted,   referring  to  skyrocketing 
pork  price's. 

Bless  the  ladies  "if,   should  that  "be  necessary,  they  institute  a  "buyers' 
strike, 

'Je  relish  pork  chops  "but  if  they  go  to  a  dollar  a  pound  v/e  will  net,  of 
necessity,  "be  having  any, 

Prom  Denver  (Colo.)  Pest,  March  1  - 

HZLPIiTC- A  ir_iIG-HBOR  -  Sditcrial  -  Self-intorcst  requires  that  the  United 
States  help  in  every  feasible  way  to  stamp  out  the  foot-and-mouth  disea,sc 
epidemic  in  I-i'cxico,  Whatever  that  costs,   it  may  save  mariy  times  that  much  for 
American  stoclanen,  and  for  the  American  people  as  a  whole  it  would  safeguard 
one  of  their  most  impo-^  tant  sources  of  food  supply. 

Thirty-three  years  ago,  nearly  6  million  dollars  worth  of  cattle,  hogs, 
sheep  and  goats  were  slaughtered  and  "burned  or  "buried  in  tv/enty-two  states  to 
end  such  an  epidemic,     Destruction  of  infected  animals  is  the  cnly  known  method 
of  coping  with  an  oufbrcak  of  foot-and— mouth  disease. 

Boundary  lines  arc  no  "barrier  to  the  spread  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  If 
it  isn^t  staniped  out  in  Mexico,  and  quickly,   it  will  spread  into  the  United 
States  with  disastrous  consequences. 

Helping  Mexico  to  comhat  this  epidemic  is  just  like  helping  to  fight  a 
fire,   consujiiing  your  next  door  nelgh'bor' s  house,   to  save  y<^ur  own  home, 

Prom  Dps  Moines  ( Iowa)  Tribune,  Marh  1  ~ 

miTJA  BUY  A  TUEi'^3Y  -  Editorial  -  Here's  a  hot  tip  straight  from  cold  stor- 
age on  how  to  get  the  most  for  your  money  when  dining  *ut  -  despite  the  sky- 
rocketing prices  for  pork  chops  and  pork  roasts. 

It's  simple  -  just  order  a  turkey  diniier', 

Tlicrc  v7erc  130  m.illion  pounds  of  prime  frozen  turkey  on  hand  last  Jan  1, 
the  heaviest  carry-over  on  record  after  the  holidays.    Most  of  the  "birds  weighed 
m.ore  tha,n  20  pounds,  much  too  large  for  the  average  family. 

The  pu"blic  eating  places  ii/cren' t  particularly  interested.    After  all. 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  had  passed,  and  the  last  drop  of  turkey  soup  had  been 
drained  from  the  carcass.     The  DcToartment'  of  Agriculture  began  to  worry  about 
a  turkey  surplus.     Then  hog  prices  began  to  soar, 

ITov;  it  is  being  suggested  to  harassed  operators  of  rcstuarants,  hotels, 
and  boardir^  houscS  that  they  feature  turkey  on  daily  menus  as  v/ell  as  for 
special  occasions.     The  price  is  reasonable,   compared  with  other  meats, 

l/e'rc  heartily  in  accord.     Waiter  i  Light  the  candles,   dust  off  the  festive 
decorations  —  and  maJce  mine  turkey  I 
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are  on  file  in  Press  Service,..  MQ^fmr^lU^%  A^^^'^ 

From  N-w  York  Times,  ^"\arch  7'-^^"~     ' >-.<*«^ 


PRIMARY  MARKETS  SKOV.'  PRICE  RISES:  FOOD  II© EX  UP  3.1^  IN  ^"ffiEK,  ""/ITH  THE 
GENERAL  AVERAGE  146.4^  OF  1926  MARK-VJashington-Substantial  increases  for 
agricultural  commodities  and  continued  advances  for  industrial  goods  raised 
average  primary  market  prices  1.5  percent  during  the  week  ended  on  March  1,  19A7, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  United  States  Department  of  Labor, 
The' Bureau's  index  of  cofomodity  prices  in  primary  markets  reached  146,4  percent 
of  the  1926  average,  the  highest,  level  since  late  1920,  but  still  12  percent 
below  the  May  1920  peak.  '  The  index  was  4.3  percent  above  a  montJi  earlier  and 
36.1  percent  above  a  year  ago. 

■   Jdarket  'prices  of  farm  products  rose  2.6  percent  during  the  week,  reaching 
a  level  more  than  2  percent  h.igher  than  their  previous  peak  in  late  November. 


HOUSE  GETS  NS7''^  BILL  FOR  SUPPORT  |)F  ^'OOL-'-^ashington-The  House  Agriculture 
Committee,  trying  to  work  out  a  national  vool  program,  got  today  a  new  bill — 
the  fifth — to  provide  su':port  for  a  lagging  industry. 

Representative  Herter,  Repub.lican,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  the  new 
legislation.     It  would  authorize  pi'ice  sur^port  through  loans  or  purchases  by  the 
Arriculture  Department  at  90  percent  of  parity  until  Dec.  -1,  1948  and  wo'ild 
permit  the  department  to  sell  the  Government  stocks  at  prices  which  would 
compete  with  foreign  v^ools. 

Clinton  M.  Hester,   coionsel  for  the  National  Wool  Trade  Association  told 
the  comiT.ittee.  the  trade  ooooses  establishjnent  of  quotas  on  Lmports,  a  "comparable" 
price  as  a  substitute  for  parity  and  any  legislation  which  ™ould  continue  the 
Government  in  the  wool  business. 


USDA  FOR  KEEPING  SUGAR  C0NTR0L3-''Aashington-The  Agriculture  Department  urged 
Congress  today  to  continue  sugar  ration.ing  and  price  control  until  March  31,  194?^ 
to  prevent  "inequitable  distribution  and  runaway  prices."    Unless  Congress  acts, 
rationing  v;ill  cease  the  end  of  this  month  and  price  controls  will  lapse  June  30. 
James  H.  Marshall  of  the  department's  sugar  branch  told  the  House  Banking  ComTiitte 
supplies  of  6,8'.;0,G00  tons  and  a  probable  demand  of  not  less  than  S, 000, 000  tons 
were  in  prospect. 


BAE  NOTES  SIGNS  OF  LATE  ' 47SLIIMP-;-aGENC:^^  SAYS  IT  ^"ILL  BE  ''^\RKED  BY  T)^!'^  TUTIN 
IN  .PRICES  PARTICUL..RLY  IN  FOODS- Tashington-Tht-  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
said  today  forces  now  at  work  seem  to  indicate;  a  business  recession  late  in  1947 
and  a  downturn  in  prices,  particularly  .in  foods.     It  said  wholesale  food  prices — 
w'^ich  in  recent  weeks  climbed  to  -?  record  level — may  decline  from  15  to  20  percent 
by  the  end  of  th  ;  3^ear.     Farm  price  s  could  drop  20  to  25  percent,  it  added,' if  the 
business  downturn  should  come  at  the  t.ime  when  farm  marketings  are  heavy.  The 
bureau  emphasised,  however,  that"tjjnely  down-';ard  adjustments"  in  prices  could 
improve  the  outlook." 
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Frora  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce^  March  7  - 

3IJCr\R  WENTORISS-Sugar  inventories  of  .whoelsalors  will  b<;  increased 
permanently  to  10  percent,  chains  30  percent  and  all  others  UO  percent,  effective 
on  March  lU,  trade  sources  report.     The  .announcement  is  exoected  to  be  made 
in  /unendment  38.     The  next  sugar  stamp  ""o  be  made  valid  vuill  be  No.  11, 


From  Wall  Street  Journal  March  7  - 

GRAND  UNION  MARKETS  TODAY  URGE  SHOPPERS  NOT  TO  PUROHASE  PORK-In  an  unusual 
move  for  a  retail  chain  store,  the  Grand  Union  Co.,  with  318  markets  in'  the 
East,  today  is  \irging    housev>rives  to  buy  non  pork  meats. 

A  company  announcement'  states: 

"In  line  with  keeping  prices  to  the  consiimer  as .  low  as  possible,  the  Grand- 
Union  Co.  is  placing  posters  in  the  window's  of  all  Grand  Union  markets,  urging  the 
consumer,  as  a  protest  against  high  live  and  wholesale  pork  prices,  to  buy  other 
meat  products.    However,  pork  products  will  continue  to  be  available  at  all 
Grand  Union  m.arkets." 

The  company  indicated  it  will  promote  the  sales  of  beef  and  lamb  meats  by 
emphasizing  their  lower  prices  as  compared  to  pork. 


FREIGHT  CAR  ORDERS  ROSE  IN  FSBR'i  iRv .  BUT  DELIVERIES  3H0^'^  DROP-Domest ic  freight 
car  orders  rose  in  February,  but  continued  shortage  of  miiterials  cut  delivttries 
in  the  month  689  cars  to  total  2,293  cars. 

Orders  placed  last  mionth  with  car  builders  and  railroad  siions,  according  to 
S.  M.  Felton,  president  of  the  American  Railway  Car  Institute j,  totaled  13,727 
compared  vfith  9,905  in  January.     The  average  per  month  in  1946  was  5,746 
units. 


AR'GEMTINA  SHOTS  HQ"'  TO  M.\KE  200%  PRQn'IT  ON  BIG  ^'^EAT  DEILS:  THE  FOmiUI.A: 
BUY  GR\IN  FROM  EaRI'ISRS  AT  ''44  A  TON,  SELL  TO  HUNGRY  BRITAIN  FOR  'U36-H0W  to 
m.ake  a  profit  of  200''^  in  business  dea]s  with  v/heat  farxne'^s  is  being  dem.on- 
strated  by  the  .'vrgentin'::-  gov^-rnmcnt,  according  to  London  reports  from  the 
Comtelburo  nevrs  agency  yesterday. 

The  procedure  is  simple:     Buy  vvheat  from  the  farmers  for  ^^^44  a  ton — 
sell  it  to  the  bread  hungry  British  for  ''136  a  ton. 

■■'heat  the  Argentine  government  reco.ntly  sold  the  British  Mnistry  of  Food 
500,000  tons  of  wheat,  it  was  publicly  understood  that  the  price  vjas  350 
pesos  (about  !^3ll6)  a  ton.    Yesterday,  it  was  learned,  according  to  Comtelburo 
that  the  price  was  actually  450  pesos  a  ton — or  •'**.138. 

In  Argentina  the  Gov  rnment  buys  all  the  wheat.     The  farmer  sells  to  the 
Govcirnment  or  he  doesn't  sell.     And  the  Government  determines  the  price. 
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Fr^m  Dexnver  (Colo.)  Post,  Fe"b.  27  -  .  . 

CATTLS  DISI1A.se  GAIiLSD  BIG  TKBIiA^T  -  The' presence 'of  hoof~and-mouth  disease 
in  Mexico  is  the' most  isrportant  prohlem  confronting  the  livestock  industry  of 
the  nation  today,  T,  E,  Mollin,  executive  secretary,'-,  National  Livestock  associa- 
tion, said  here  Thursday,  ■  ^ 

Mollin,  who  has  returned  from  Washington  where  he  had  several  conferences 
with  officials'  of  the  hureau  of  animal  industry  and  with  western  states  congress- 
men,  said  a'  fence  may  "be  "built  along  the  1,905-mile  U,  S,-MexiQo  "border  if  the 
disease  spreads  northward  from  the  interior  of  Mexico,    Meanwhile,  he  pointed 
out,  the  "border  remains  permanently  closed  to  all  importation  of  animals  or 
products  therefrom  su'bject  to  the  disease  until  the  quarantine  is  lifted, 

Trom  Bs^ltimore  (Md»)  Evening  Sun,  Mar.  3  ^ 

PEICSS  AiTD  PIGS     Editorial  -  The  spectacular  rise  in  wholesale  prices  of 
pork  and  wheat  last  week  makes  dismal  reading  for  housewives  struggling  to  make 
food  "budgets  "balance.     It' s  particularly  depressing  nev/s  right  now  "because  some 
evidence  of  price  relief  on  the  food  front  had  "begun  to  appear. 

Although  retail  food  prices  were  41  per  cent  higher  in  the  middle  of  last 
month  than  they  were  at  the  same  time  in  1946,   there  had  heen  an  appro cia"ble 
decline  from  the    mid~H'ovem"ber  peak.^,    Hov/,  while'  Department  of  Agriculture 
experts  discount  the  talk  a"bout  $l-a-pound  pork,   some  increase  at  the  meat  coun- 
ters is  inevitalDle  as  a  result  of  the  record  $3C~a-hundredweight  paid  for  hogs. 
There  is  less  prospect  of  an  increase  in  "bread,,  "but  the  upswing  in  wheat  puts 
millers  and  "bakers  on  a  5p6t, 

There  is  some  consolation  in  the  fact  that  the  situations  in  pork  and  v/heat 
are  exceptional  and  pro"ba*bly  ■  temporary  »     Livestock  experts  attri"bute  record 
hog -prices  to  continuing  heav;.^  consujner  demand  and  a  smaller- than— usual  pig  crop. 
"Wheat  prices,   in  turn,  are  held  to  reflect  almost  unlimited  world  demand  for 
wheat  and  flour,  plus  winter  transportation  difficulties  in  getting  v/heat  to 
market*     These  two  situations  will  not  o"btain  for  long,  ■   Their  passing  v/ill 
not  ohtain  for  long.     Their  passing  will  spotlight  the  "basic  pro"blem  developing 
in  v/crld  agriculture. 

Prom  Chicago  Times,  Fe"b.  28  — 

TUBISY  VS.  POEK  -  Editorial  -  Smart  housewives  whose  famdlies  are  iDig 
enough  to  mangle  a  turkey  in  one  sitting  are  using  that  good  "bird,   the  turkey, 
to  a  good  advantage,     ViTith  the  price  of  pork  chops  getting  out  of  this  world 
"barga-in  hunters  are  hitting  a  jackfjct  in  the  turkey  markets. 

The  local  retail  price  of  turkeys  at  one  chain  store  now  is  49  cents  a  pound 
for  "birds  under  16  pounds  and  39  cents  a  pound  for  those  over  16,    A  few  months 
age,   turkeys  sold  for  72  cents  a  pound.     The  price  dropped  "because  there  is  an 
all-time  record  of  more  than  140  million  pounds  of  turkey  in  cold  storage 
throughout  the  country. 

All  of  this  white— an d-^ dark  m.eat  has  "been  piling  up  "because  turkey  "fac- 
tories'^ have  iDeen  working  overtime  in  every  state  in  the  union.    All  of  which 
has  caused  the  Department  of  Agrioulture  to  start  a  campaign  to  get  restu^rants 
and  other  food  dispensers  to  usQ  more  turkey.     The  situation  is  certainly  a 
prosf  of  Am.crica^s  "bounty,    1^'here  else  in  the  world  would  it  "be  almost  a 
patriotic  duty  to  eat  turkey  until  you  go"b"ble? 
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From    Butte  Montana  Standard,  Tel:!,  26  -  •         .  ■  ■ 

TH"J  PHOBI^IiM  OJ  MIlTIA-IiTIi'I^  FARi'  PPJCSS      Editorial  -  There  is  the  opinion 
in  informed  circles  that  the  Department  of  A^jriculturo  might  have  delayed  its 
"buying  until  the  price  of  v/heat  and  corn  approached  a  normal'  level.     In  any 
event,   the  government  "by  law  would  l)o  cempelled  to  "buy  both  w'leat  and  corn  if 
the  price  wore  to  fall  "bclcv/  parity  during  the  next  two  ycarr., 

G-ovcrnment  liuying  new  has  contributed  to  the  rising  price  of  these  two 
farm  commodities^    Many,  farmers  arc  of  the  opinion  that  the  price  of  "both  v/heat 
and  corn  were  too  high,  th^t  stich  high  prices  could  lead  to  over-production' 
this  year  with  a  consequent  slump  in  market  prices.    And  this  in  ttirn  v/culcl  tring 
ahout  a_  corresponding  loss  to  the  government  which  is  pledged  to  support  farm, 
prices. 

In  other  words  the  •'-'opar tmcnt  of  Agriculture  is  "buying  wheat  and  corn,  tend- 
ing to  keep  the  lorice  of  these  two  commodities  higher  than  under  normal  ccr— 
ditions.    Later  on,   it  is  quite  pcssi"ble  that  the  wheat  and  corn  could  l3c  "bought 
at  much  lower  prices  for  foreign  relief. 

Perhaps  seme  of  the  details  of  the  operations  of  government  agencies  will 
"be  "br':^ugiit  cut  on  the  floor  of  Congress  \ihcn  the  appropriation  item  for  maintain- 
ing farm  prices  at  parity  through  1948  is  do"bated, 

From  G-reenvillc  (S,  C.)  Hews,  Fe"b,  26  -     '  . 

.  THJ]  lOrpElCB  UPSWIlTr  -  Editorial  -  A  further  rise  in  hcg  prices  to  record- 
"breaking  levels  has  highlighted  an  upv/ard  surge  in  a  num"bcr  of  agricultural 
staples;  and  the  movement  leads  to  more  uncertainty  as  to  the  neal'-term  future 
of  prices. 

The  not  effect  of  these  price  swings,  can  hardly  fail  to  push  costs  of 
living,  at  least  in  food  itcm.s,   to  a  new  pea,k;  and  the  miovement  also  seems  to 
augur  that  farmers'   income  may  not  decline  this  year  "by  as  much  as  som^e  of  the 
economists  had  expected, 

T'l.e  high  hog  prices  are  ar-p^-^cntly  due  to  a  relatively  small  hog  "crop"  for 
this  time  of  the  year,  along  v/ith  a'  continued  high  demand  for- porS:  even  at 
high  retail  prices.    And  grains  have  moved  upward  even  in  the  future'  months,  as 
a  result  partly  of  the  expectation  that  farmers  will  go  in  heavily  for  greater 
hog  production  this  fall,  with  an  unusua.lly  strong  demand,  for  grain. 

With  the  continuing  high  domestic  demand  for  food  as- well,  as  c:cpected  heavy 
experts  to  countries  where  food  supplies  are  still  very  short,   the  prospects 
wovi.ld  certainly  seem  t»  "be  that  the  expected  general  "b.rear. '■'  in  prices  of  farm 
products  is  not  _  nearly  so  close  at  . hand  as  some  were  thirJcing  a  month  or  two 
^^-SO.  ■  .  .  •  ■  •  • 

Prom.  Minneapolis  .Star  Journal,  Pe"b,  36  — 

WIY  ITOT  EAISE  FLi\Tj(  -  Editorial  ...  Though    1947  farm  production  promises 
surpluses  in  many  lincs_    it  doesn't  seem  possi"ble  that  farmers  can  ju'cduc.  too 
m.uch  flax  t:iis  yearo    And,  when  a  ' comparison  is  rp.ado  with  other  oasli  crops,  it 
looks  as  thoiig/i  farm.erG  who  raise  flax  will  receive  a  greater  cash  return  per 
acre  than  if  they  laise  some- other  crop:^    An  cxa;::ination  of  the  average  yield 
per  acre  for  five  crops  fcr-  Minjicsot^,   the  J^akotas  and  Iowa  last  year  and  i:rices 
as  of  late  Janua.ry,     shows  flax  leading  the  field  as  a  cash  crop. 
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are  on.  file  in  Press  Service , "^bjr| "414^^^  Harrison  at  6031.) 

From  N^w  York  Times ^  Harch  7  - 

PRIMARY  laRKETS  SHQvr  price  RISES:  FOOD  II©EX  UP  3.1^  IN  "ffiEK,  "TITH  THE 
GENERAL  AVERAGE  146.4:^  OF  1926  MARK-Washington-Substantial  increases  for 
agricultural  commodities  and  continued  advances  for  industrial  goods  raised 
average  primary  market  prices  1,5  percent  during  the  week  ended  on  March  1,  1947, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  United  States  Department  of  Labor. 
The  Bureau's  index  of  .co/omodity  prices  in  primary  markets  reached  146,4  percent 
of  the  1926  average,  the  .highest ■ level  since  late  1920,  but  still  12  percent 
below  the  Ifay  1920  peak.     The  index  was  4.3  percent  above  a  month  earlier  and 
36. 1  percent  above  a  year  ago. 

Market  prices  of  farm  products  rose  2.6  percent  during  the  week,  reaching 
a  level  more  than  2  percent  higher  than  their  previous  peak  in  late  November. 


HOUSE  GETS  NPT'J  BILL  FOR  SUPPORT  ';)F  ^'^OOL-^'fashington-The  House  Agricalture 
Committee,  trying  to  work  out  a  national  wool  program,  got  today  a  new  bill — 
the  fifth — to  provide  su'port  for  a  lagging  industry. 

Rcprese-nt ative  Herter,  Republican,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  the  new 
legislation.     It  would  authorize  price  support  through  loans  or  purchases  by  the 
Arriculture  Department  at  90  percent  of  parity  until  Dee,  1,  1948  and  wo^ild' 
pennit  the  department  to  sell  the  Government  stocks  at  prices  which  would 
compete  v;ith  foreign  wools.   ■  '  ' 

Clinton  M.  Hester^  coionsel  for  the  National  Wool  Trade  Association  told' 
the  committee  the  trade  ooposes  establishment  of  quotas  on  Lmports,  a  "comiparable" 
price  as  a  substitute  for  parity  and  any  legislation  which  would  continue  the 
Government  in  the  wool  business. 


USDA  FOR  Kh^EFING  SUGAR  COrJTROLS-'''ashington-The  Agriculture  Department  urged 
Congrt'ss  today  to  continue  sugar  rationing  and  price  control  until  Merch  31,  194P 
to  prevent  "inequitable  distribution  and  runaway  prices."    Unless  Congress  acts, 
rationing  will  cease  the  end  of  this  month  and  price  controls  v;ill  laps'j  June  30. 
James  H,  Marshall  of  the  department's  sugar  branch  told  the  House  Banking  Committee 
supplies  of  6, r^.jO, GOO  tons  and  a  probable  demand  of  not  less  than  8,000,000  tons 
were  in  prospect. 


BAE  NOTES  SIGNS  OF  LATE  '  473LIII.1P-M GEN CY  SAYS  IT  ^"ILL  BE  '^\RKFD  BY  T)U'm  TURN 
IN  PRICES  P'\RTICUL;.RLY  in  FOODS-Tashington-Th-'  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
said  today  -forces  now  at  work  seem  to  indicate  a  business  recession  late  in  1947 
and  a  downturn  in  prices,  particularly  in  foods.     It  said  wholesale  food  prices — 
w'lich  in  recent  vveoks  climibed  to  ?  r^ecord  level — may  decline  from  15  to  20  percent 
by  the  end  of  th  .  year.     Farm  cries  could  drop  20  to  25  percent,  it  added,  if  the 
business  downturn  should  come  at  the  time  when  farm  marketings  are  heavy.  The 
bureau  emphasized,  however,  that" timiely  downward  adjustments"  in  prices  could 
improve  the  outlook." 
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Fror.1  New  York  Journal  of  Comraerce,  March  7  - 

Sm\R  Br/EMT0RIE3-Sugar  inventories  of  w'hcels-.l-rs  will  bo  increased 
permanently  to  10  percent,  chains  30  percent  and  all  others  40  percent,  effective 
on  March  14,  trade  sources  report.     The  announcement  is  expected  to  be  made 
in  j\mendment  38.     The  next  sugar  stamp  ""o  be  made  valid  will  be  No.  11, 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  March  7  -  ■ 

GRAND  UNION  JiARKElTS  TODAY  URGE  SHOPPERS  NOT  TO  PURCHASE.  PORK-In  an  unusual 
move  for  a  retail  chain  store,  the  Grand  Union  Co.,  with  31B  markets  in  the 
East,  today  is  urging    h<^' us  evolves  to  buy  non  pork  meats. 

A  company  announcement  states: 

"In  lino  with  keeping  pric^^s  to  the  consiumer-  as  low  as  possible,  the  P-rand 
Union  Co.  is  placing  posters  in  the  windows  of  all  Grand  Union  markets,  urging  the 
consumer,  as  a  protest  agaLast  high  live  and  wholesale  pork  prices,  to  buy  other 
meat  products.    However,  pork  products  v\rill  continue  to  be  available  at  all 
Grand  Union  markets." 

The  company;-  indicated  it  vfill  promiote  the  sales  of  beef  and  lamb  meats  by 
emphasizing  their  lower  prices  as  compared  to  oork. 


FREIGHT  CAR  ORDERS  ROSE  IN  FSBR^^'.RV  BUT  DELIVERIES  SHO^'^  DROF'-Domestic  freight 
car  orders  rose  in  February,  but  continued  shortage  of  materials  cut  deliveries 
in  the  month  689  cars  to  total  2,293  cars. 

Orders  placed  last  month  with  car  builders  and  railroad  siiops,  according  to 
S.  M.  Felton,  president  of  the  American  Railway  Car  Institute,  totaled  13,727 
compared  with  9,905  i^i  January,     The  average  per  month  in  1946  was  5,746 
units. 


.ARGENTINA  SHC^^JS  HG"  TO  MAKE  200^  PRO^^IT  ON  BIG  '■TIEAT  DE\LS:  THE  FORMUIA: 
BUY  (LR\IN  FRd'i  FaRI'iSRS  AT  %U  A  TON,  SELL  TO  HUT\IGRv  BRITAIN  FOR  ''a36-How  to 
m.ake  a  profit  of  "A.OC%  in  business  deals  with  viheat  farme-^s  is  being  demon- 
strated by  the  .''-.rg'^-ntin'"^ .gov<,-rnmcnt ,  according  to  London  reports  from  the 
Comtelburo  news  agency  yesterday. 

The  procedure  is  simple:     Buy  v/heat  from  the  farmers  for  "^44  i  ton — 
sell  it  to  the  bread  hungry  British  for  '"■)136  a  ton. 

'•'heat  the  Argentine  government  recently  sold  the  British  Mnistry  of  Food 
500,000  tons  of  wheat,  it  v^as  publicly  understood  that  the  price  was  350 
pesos  (about  oIl6)  a  ton.    Yesterday,  it  was  learned,  according  to  Comtelburo 
that  the  price  was  actually  450  pt.sos  a  ton — or  ^.138. 

In  Argentina  the  Gov  rnment  buys  all  the  wheat.     The  farmer  sells  to  the 
Govi^rriment  or  he  doesn't  sell.     And  the  Government  determines  the  price. 
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From  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  Pel:.  27  -  .  . 

CATTLE  DISEASE  GAIiED  BIG-  THSEaT-  The  presence  of  hoof-and-mouth  disease 
in  Mexico  is  the  most  inrportant.  pro'blem  confronting  the  livestock  industry  of 
the  nation  today,        E,  Mollin,  executive  secretar;^,  ITational  Livestock  associa- 
tion,  said  here  Thursday, 

Hollin,  who  has  returned  from  ¥ashington  where  he  had  several  conferences 
with  officials  of  the  "bureau  of  animal .  industry  and  v/ith  western  states  congress- 
men,  said  a  fence  may  "be  truilt  along  the  1,905-mile  U,  S, -Mexico  "border  if  the 
disease  spreads  northward  from  the  interior  of  Mexico,    Meanwhile,  he  pointed 
out,  the  herder  remains  permanently  closed  to  all  importation  of  animals  or 
products  therefrom  su"bject  to  the  disease  until  the  quarantine  is  lifted* 

Erom  Baltimore  (Md,)  Evening  Sun,  Mar,  3— 

PRICES  A'l.D  PIGS  -  Editorial  -  The  Gpectacul&.r  rise  in  wholesale  prices  of 
pork  and  wheat  last  week  makes  di-smal  reading  for  hpusewives  struggling  to  malce 
food  "budgets  "balance,-    It's  particularly' depressing  news  right  now  "because  some 
evidence  of  price  relief  on  the,  food  front  had  "begun  to  appear. 

Although  retail  food  prices  were  41  per. cent  higher  in  the  middle  of  last 
month  than  they  were  at  the  same  time  in  1946,   there  had  heen  an  apprecia"ble 
decline  from  the    ffiid-Novem"ber  peak,    IToitf,  whil^  Department-  of- Agriculture 
experts  discount  the  talk  ahout  $l-a^pound  pork,   some  increase  at  the  meat  coun- 
ters is  inevita"ble  as  a  result  of  the  record  $3C-a-hundredweight  paid"  for  hogs. 
There  is  less  prospect-  of  an  increase  in  "bread,,  "but  the  upswing  in  v/heat  puts 
millers  and  "bakers  on  a  spot;  ■:■ 

There  is  some  consolation  in  the  fact  that  the  situations  in  pork  and  v;heat 
are  exceptional  and  pro'ba'bly  temporary  ,    Livestock  experts  attribute  record 
hog  prices  to  continuing  hea.v;'^  consum.er  demand  and-a  smaller- than— usual  pig  crop. 
"Wheat  prices,   in  turn,  are  held  to  reflect  almost  unlimited  world  demand  for 
wheat  and  flour,  plus  winter  transportation  difficulties  in  getting  v/heat  to 
market.     These  two  situations,  will  not  o'btain  for  long.     Their  passing  v/ill 
not  o'btain  for  long.     Their  passing  will  spotlight  the  "basic  pro"blem  developing 
in  v/orld  agriculture. 

Prom  Chicago  Times,  Fe"b.  28  - 

TUBKEY  VS.  POBK  -  Editorial  -  Smart  housewives  whose  families  are  "big 
enough  to  mangle  a  turkey  in  one  sitting  are  using  that  good  "bird,   the  turkey, 
to  a  good  advantage,     V/ith  the  price  of  pork  chops  getting  out  of  this  world  • 
"bargain  hunters  are  hitting  a  jackpot  in  the  turkey  m.arkets, 

Tlae  local  retail  price  of  turkeys  at  one  chain  store  now  is  49  cents  a  i^ound 
for  "birds  under  16  pounds  and  39  cents  a  pound  for  those  over  16,    A  few  months 
age,   turkeys  sold  for  72  cents  a  pound.     The  price  dropped  "because  there  is  an 
all-time  record  of  more  than  140  million  pounds  of  turkey  in  cold  storage 
throughout  the  country. 

All  of  this  white-an(i-dark  m.eat  has  "been  piling  up  "because  turkey  "^fac- 
tories" have  "been  working  overtime  in  every  state  in  the  union.    All  of  v/hich 
has  caused  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  start  a  campaign  to  get  rostuarants 
and  other  food  dispensers  to  uso  more  turkey,,     The  situation  is  certainly  a 
prosf  of  Amicrica's  "bounty,    T^'here  else  in  the  world  would  it  "bo  almost  a 
patriotic  duty  to  eat  turkey  until  you  go"bl)le? 
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From    Bntte  Montana  Standard,  ^'et,  26  - 

m-:^  PZOBISl^i  OJ  lail'TiUHri-iG-  im:  prices  -  Editorial  -  There  is  the  opinion 
in  informed  circles  that  the  Pcpartment  of  Agriculture  might  have  delayed  its 
buying  until  the  price  of  v/heat  and  corn  approached  a  normal  level.     In  any 
event,   the  government  "hy  law  would  "be  compelled  to  "buy  "both  w::cat  and  corn  if 
the  price  v/oro  to  fall  hclcw  parity  during  the  next  tv/o  years, 

G-ovcrnment  tiuying  now  has  contri"butcd  to  the  rising  .price  of  these  two 
farm  commodities.    Many  farmers  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  price  of  both  v/3^eat 
and  corn  were  too  high,   that  such  high  prices  could  lead  to  over-production 
this  year  v;ith  a  ccnscquoTit  slump  in  Fiarkct  prices.    'And  this  in  turn  v;culd  "bring 
ahout  a  corresponding  loss  to  the  govornmont  which  is  prledged  to  support  farm 
prices. 

In  othci'  words  the  -department  of  Agriculture  is  "buying  wheat  and  corn,  tend- 
ing to  keep  the  price  of  these  tv/c  commodities  higher  than  under  normal  con- 
ditions.   Later  on,   it  is  quite  pcssi"blo  that  the  wheat  and  corn  could  "be  "bought 
at  much  lower  prices  for  foreign  relief. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  details  of  the  'operations  of  government  agencies  v/ill 
"be  "brcu^t  cut  on  the  floor  of  Congress  when  the  appropriation  item  for  m.aintair^ 
ing  farm  prices  at  parity*'  through  1948  is  dc"bated, 

from  G-reenvillo  (S,  C,)  Hews,  ?eh,  26  - 

THE  FEW  PRICE  UFSl/I.JG-  _  Editorial  ~  A  further  rise  in  hog  prices  to  rccord- 
"broaking  levels  has  highlighted  an  upx7ard  surge  in  a  num'bcr  of  agricultural 
staples;  and  the  movement  leads  to  more  uncertainty  as  to  the  near-term  fut-uro 
of  prices^  ■  ' 

Tile  not  effect  of  those  price  swings  can  hardly  fail  to  push  costs  of 
living,  at  least  in  food  items,  to  a  new  peak;  and  the  movement  also  seems  to 
augur  that  farmers'   income  may  not  decline  this  year  "by  as  much  as  som.c  of  the 
economists  had  cxpcctod. 

The  high  hog  prices  are  apparently  due  to  a  relatively  small  hog  "crop"  for 
this  time  of  the  yeai",  along  v/ith  a  continued  high  demand  for  pork  even  at 
high  retail  prioes,  '  And  grains  have  moved  upv/ard  even  in  the  future    m.onths,  as 
a  result  partly  of  the  expectation  that  farmers  v/ill  go  in  heavily  for  greater 
hog  production  this  fo,ll,  with  an  unusua,lly  strong  dom,and,fcr  grainy 

With  the  continuing  high  domestic  demand  for  foo.d  as  well  as  c:q^ccted  heavy 
experts  to  countries  whore  food  supplies  are  still  very  short,   the  prospects 
woti.ld  certainly  seem  t»  "be  that  the  expected  general  ''b:rean''  in  prices  of  farm 
products  is  not  nearly  so  close  at  hand  as  some  wore  thirJcing  a  month  or  tv;o 
ago,       ,  . 

Prom.  Minjieapolis  Star  Jov.rnal,  Peh.  26  -  , 

•  WIY  HOT  EAISE  YlATi      Editorial  ...  Though    1947  farm  production  promises 
surpluses  in  m.an.-''  lineb_    it  doesn't  seem  possi"ble  ■  tha.t  farmers  can  produc.  too 
.ff.uch  flax  this  year„    And,  when  a-  comparison  is  ip.ade  with  nthcr  oasli  crops,  it 
looks  as  thoiig.i  farmers  who  raise  flax  will  receive  a  greater  cash  return  per 
acre  than  if  thoy  raise  some  other  crcp^    An  exaiuination  of  the  average  yield 
per  acre  for  five  crops  for  Mir^iesota,   the  Eakotas  ;ind  Icv/a  last  year  and  prices 
as  of  late  January,     shows  flax  Icadi/ig  the  field  as  a  cash  crop. 


/' 
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From  i.few  York  Times,  March  10  -  . 

BREAD    PRICES  RISE  THROUGHOUT  NATION:  GEKH^.R/iL  INCREASE  OF  5-3  CENTS  A  LOAF 
SEEN-Chicago-AP-Bread  prices  are  rising,  a  survey  of  United  States  cities  showed 
today. 

Increased  cost  of  ingredients,  combined  with  the  overseas  demand  fi.-^r 
wheat  and  flour,  are  expected  to  bring  price  advances  above  those  already  made 
in  some  cities. 

Price  increases  noted  during  the  recent  advance  in  wheat  varied  from  one- 
half  cent  a  loaf  to  3  cents,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  loaf.    Baking  interests 
indicated  that  the  increase  would  become  general  throughout  the  country. 


YUGOSLAV  HUNGER  AT  CRITICAL  STAGE:  U.S.  ENDORSES  AID--3elgrade-The  United 
States  ii/nbassy 'agreed  today  to  reouest  the  International- Emergency  Food  Council 
to  supply  ICO  J  000 -.tons  of  grain  to  Yugoslai'-ia.     The  need  was  described  by  • 
an  official  of  the  United  Nations  Relief  -and  Rehabilitation  Administration  as 
"the  worst  crisis  in  the  country  since  the  Germans  left  a  devastated  land." 

The  co^antry  has  suddenly  awakened  to  thi;-;  threat  of  starvition  among 
5,0-00,000  persons  in  the  deficiency  areas  of  Bosnia,  Hercegovina,  Dalmatia 
and  r;aj:ts,of  Slovenia.     The  area  is  roughly  the  entire  mountainous  region  of 
the  country  and  ^'as  hardest  hit  at  the  beginning  of  Ur>JRRA's  operations  two 
years  ago.  #  '  ' 


KITS  U.S.  DEALINGS  WITH  PTIERTO  RICO:  SUGAR  WER  ON  DEFIN3IVE  "TT^'  n.s.- 
Washington-The  Foreign  Policy  Association  asserted  tonight  that  lack  of  a  clear 
United  States  policy  tov.ard  Puerto  Rico  xvas  to  blame  for  many  of  the  is.land's 
economic  problc:-ms. 

The  rep-ort  was  written  by  Olive  Holmes  of  the  FPA  staff  after  a    tudy  of 
Puerto  P:i can  problems. 

f-iiss  Holmes  asserted  that  uncertainty  about  Puerto  Rico's  future  relation- 
ship with  the  United  States  "adversely  affects  its  sugar  cultur-?,  the  island's 
main  economic  crop," 

"The  island's  highcost  sugar  industry,"  she  said,  "is  continually  on  the 
defensive  in  '-'ashington  against  the  I'V.stern  b^-st  area,  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
cane  grow-ers  with  their  vocal  lobbies  and  the  Cuban  interests  with  their.  State 
Department  support. 

"Puerto  Ricans  are  generally  dissatisf iecl  with  the  existing  production 
and  marketing-  arrangements.     In  time  sugar  production  will  become  highly 
mechanized  and,  as  suc^  ,  a  high  wage  industry  providing  revenue  but  fewer 
opportunities  for  employm.ent. 


Farm  Digest  475-47 


-2- 


From  New  York  Times,  I-larch  10  - 

HITS  U.S.  TRADE  PROGRAII:  BESSE  C.-iLS  IT  ECCNOHIC  AG-GRESSIO",  NOT  PEACE 
PRO'-'OTION-The  current  ei-npha--is  which  the  United  States  is  putting  on  foreign 
trade  is  econo/nic  aggi'ossion  r^-^.th^rr  than  promotion  of  peace.     Arthur  E-iese, 
president-  of  the  National  Association  of  '"Jool  Manufacturers-,  stated  yesterday 
follov^ing  his  election  to  thepresidency  of  the  \merican  Products  Council. 

Wr.  Besse  criticized  Presiaent  Truman's  recent  speech  advocating 
reduction  of  American  tariffs  on  the  basis  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  are  much  concerned  lest  the  drive  of  the  United  St^'^tes  for  increased 
markets  abroad  will  deprive  them  of  the  markets  they  need.    The  proposed 
Inte  \a'itional  Trade  Charter,  he  said,  takes  the  control  of  foreign  trade  of 
the  United  States  right  out  of  this  country's  hands. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Cominerce,  March  10  - 

SENATE  GROU^'  VOTES  SUGAR  EXTENSION:  ^TOTJLD  RETAIN  RATIONING  TILL  K'.RCH  31, 
'49  UNDER  U3DA  AND  'HISTORICAL  USE'  FORJfJLA-  ashing ton-A  on-.^  year  extension 
of  sugar  rationing  and  price  controls  Y^as  recoiTimended  to  the  Sen;te  yesterday 
by  its  Banking  Committee  by  a  10  to  3  vote. 

At  the  sa/ne  tim.-  the  comuTj.ttpe  recomiuended  that  admilnistration  of  sugar 
controls  be  shifted  from  the  OR;  to  the  Agriculture  Department  as  soon  as  the 
extention  becom.es  law. 

Senator  Flanders  (Rep.  Vt,)  wh.o  told  reporters  about  the  decision 
after  a  lengthy  closed  door  session,  sai(i  that  the  Agriculture  Department 
had  assur-vid  Senators  that  every  housviwife  would  receive  35  pounds  of  sugar 
this  year,  or  10  pounds  more  than  allowed  under  rationing  last  year, 

Flanders  saici  that  there-  also  would  be  more  sugar  available  Tor- 
condensed  milk  "to  avoid  dumping  milk  dowxa  the  drain"  for  lack  of  sugar  to 
preserve  it. 

The  Senator  said  thet  industrial  allocation  of  sugar  to  bakers,  candy- 
makers,   bottlers  and  otht-rs  would  be  "less  rigid"  than  formerly  although 
the  so  called  "historical  base"  would  be  .retained. 


HARVESTER  PRICE  CUTS  HEFULD  INDUSTRY  ANSWiiFi  TO  RESIST  vNCE-Chicago-New 
indications  that  industry  is  preoaring  to  take  preventive  measures  to  head 
off  a  recf-ssion  resulting  from  consumer  rc;sist--nce  is  seen  in  the  action  of 
International  Harvester  Corp.  in  reducing  prices  by  $20,000,000  a  year. 

The  action  of  International  Harvester,  announced  over  the  iveekend  by 
Fowler  McCormick,  chairman  of  the  board,  was  r'.;;garded  as  doubly  significant, 
since  the  coinpany  had  previously  increased  prices  only  20  percent  since  1941. 
This  is  less  than  half  of  the  62  percent  rise  in  all  manufactured  goods  reported 
by  the  Government  since  1941. 

Moreover,  there  are  no  signs  of  consumer  resistance  to  farm  equipment 
prices,  such  as  have  betrn  manifestt^d  recently  in  soft  goods  and  some  consumers 
durable  goods,     Even  before  the  ^"^arvester  pr^ic^^  reduction,  leaders  of  the  farm 
equipment  industry  indicated  that  they  expected  sales  of  farmi  eqaipment  this 
year  to  touch  the  :^1, -000, 000, 000  mark  for  the  first  time,  . 
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IVom  I'opelca  (KanG.)  Capital,  I'e'b,  28 

¥AIL  All?  lIOAiT  AT  HI  OK  PRICES  EUT  11  1^11' T  DO  MI  C-COB  _  Housewives  may 
stage  a  sitdown  strike  on  rising  pork  prices,  "but  Topeka  meat  merchants 
gloomily  dou'Dted  Thursday  that  it  would  do  them  mucii  good. 

It's  the  demand  from  lioth  coasts,  especially  the  East,   that  is  causing 
the  price_  to  zoom,  according    to  Earnest  Dihhle  of  the  1)11)1)16  stores.  Custo- 
mer resistance  may  "he  expected,  l)ut  it  will  not  make  much  difference  here,  he 
predicted.     Consumers  in  the  East  and  1/est  will  pro'ba'bly  continue  to  Duy  at 
high  prices,  draining  whatever  effect  "buyer  resistance  in  the  Midwest  'might 
have, 

¥ayne  Baker,  mianager  of  the  meat  department  at  G-reen' s  grocery,  813 
Kansas,   said  the  housewife's  oh'^ection  to  pork  and  "bacon  prices  is  still  mostly 
in  the  talking  stage.    He  has  heard  a  lot  of  complaining  and  q^uestioning,  "but 
women  have  kept  right  on  l)uying.  As  a  matter  of  fact,   the  effect  of  the  price 
rise  lias  hardly  "been  felt  so  far,         .  .  ■ 


IVom  Charleston  (S,Cj)  Hews  and  Courier,  ?e"b.  28  - 

l.LiA.T  SCARCITIES  BIAi-IED  01?  HIGH  PURCHASIITG  POIIER  _  Rising  meat  prices 
are  due  to  scarcities  caused  "by  high  purchasing  power,  J,  B,  Larisey,  assistant 
Manager  of  Armour  and  company' s  Charleston  "branch,   told  Givitans  of  St,  Philip' s 
and  St,  'Michael',  s  parish  at  their  meeting  yesterday. 


IVom  Atlanta  (Oa,)  'Journal,  PelD»  27- 

HOMIiTG  CHICKZHiTS  -  Editorial  -  Chickens  seldom  fail  to  come  home  to 
roost.    The  "barnyard  metaphor  maj^  "be  a  oit  mixed  "but  for  example  look  a.t  the 
price  of  pork.     The  American  people  TDrought  $30  hogs  on  themselves  when  last 
summer  their  cries  of  discontent,  amplified  and  directionally  teamed  "by  mem"bers 
of  Congress,  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  price  control, 

•  President  Truman  and  Chester  Bowles  v/arned  the  peoDle  of  the  conseQ_uence 
"bilt  no"tody  listened,    Pree  markets  and  free  enterprise  must  "be  reinstated 
immediately* 

One  of  the  m.any  upshots  was  that  the  groxirers  of  swine  hustled  their  little 
pigs  off  to  market  as  rapidly  as  they  could  after  controls  were  lifted  last 
summer, 

ITov;  we  are  paying  the  penal t^^  in  the  price  of  pork,  just  as  we  are  paying 
in  many  another  matter. 

Prom  St,  Louis  Post- Dispatch,  Mar,.  2  - 

PEDICTIOl'  or  SCARCITY  0"  POPJI  IfrTIL  OCTOBER  _  A  scarcity  of  pork  vsitil 
next  Octo"ber  was  predicted  yesterday  ty  lif,  R,  Huitt,   secretary  of  the  St,  Louis 
Livestock  Exchange,     Commenting  after  seeing  the  Pe"bruary  report  of  the  Pro- 
ducers* Livestock  Commission  Association^  Huitt  said  supplies  of  heef  are 
expected  to  "be  maintained  at  present  levels,    Huitt  said  a'bout  50  percent 
of  the  1946  spring  pig  crop  already'  had  "been  marketed,  which  indicated  an  even, 
greater  shortage  of  pork  next  April,    He  said  he  dou"bted  pork  prices  would 
increase  to  $1  per  pound,   the  price  recently/  predicted  "by  the  Laljor  Department, 
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From  Boise  Idaho  Statesman,  FelD,  26  — 

HIGE-?ii:C]]lIi  POEIv  -  Editorial  -  All-time  high  pork  prices  cn  the  Ghicago 
market,  v/hich  is  the  forerunner  of  more  expensive  pork  chops,.  Iiam  and  "bacon, 
are  not  at  all  surprising,  ,  The  circumstances  that  ^vruld  cause  this  situation 
v;ere  plain  as  day  trirce  and  four  years  ago  and  des-oite  the  fact  the  men  who 
controlled  OPA  were  told  alDout  it  "by  loading  pork  raisers  from  all  parts  of 
the  nation  there  was  no  change  in  perhaps  one  of  the  most  amazing  "blunders^  of 
the  price  control  system. 

There  v;ill  "be  a  n-um"ber  of  reasons  offered  as  to  w}iy  the  price  of  pork 
is  now  so  highe  Most  of  them  will  Tdb  efforts  to  cloud  the  issue.  Here  are 
the  real  reasons  for  the  present  high  price  of "pork: 

OPA  held  firm  ceiling  or.  hog  prices, 

OPA.  did  net  hold  ceiling  on  feed  prices^ 

The  hog  raiser  could  not  pay  the  dou"blcd  price  for  food  and  raise  pork 
to  sell  at  OrA.  ceilingSg     Consec[uently  "breeding  herds  wore  sold  to  a  point 
that_  today  we  have  a  shortage  of  pork.    Until  the  hog-'raicing  industry  can 
increase  hog  -production  to  somewhere  meet  the  demand,  poi"k  prices  will  stay 
high,        •       "        .  . 

Supply  and  demand  - —  the  sound  and  solid  fiondamentals  of  our  An-ierican 
system  ~-  control  the  price  of  pork  and  everything  else. 

Men  in  a  "bureau  failed  and  the  pu'blic  pays  the  "bill. 


Prom  Madison  (¥isc,)   Capital  Times,  Pe"b,  27  - 

YOU  ASIC3D.P0R  IT  ~  Editorial  -  Incensed  Madison  citizens  gathered  at  the 
city  li"brary  the  other  night  to  discuss  what  steps  tn  take  to  v.ard  off  the 
shattering  impact  on  the  family  "budget  of  the  s]-/r r.c::et-'.i.:;  price  of  mea'to 

Ifiiile  the  group  that  met  at  the  li'brary  the  other  night  cannot  ho  "blamed 
for  lack  of  interest  in  the  issue  of  price  control,  the  pu"blic  itself  is  to 
"blame  that  only  the  inferior  cuts  of  meat  are  selling  today  at  50  cents  a  loound 
or  less. 

The  people  swallowed  the  propaganda  of  these  who  were  out  to  kill  OI-'A 
last  Octcher  during  the  meat  strike.    They  allowed  the  "big  packers  and  the  "big 
newspapers  to  convince  them  that  OPA  v/as  a  "bureaucratic  .monstrosity  and  that 
the.  lav/  of  supply  and  demand  would  take  care  of  sky-rocketing  prices, 

Plve  months  have  elapsed  since  price  controls  on  meat  were  killej.,  Wliere 
is  the  law  of  supply  and  demand?     Is  it  reflected  in  the  reports  that  pork 
chops  are  going  up  to  $1  a  pound? 

You  joined  in  the  hue  and  cry  to  m.assacre  OPA,    You  asked  for  it.  And 
now  you're  getting  it,  "       •         ,  . 

•Prom  Om.aha  (iTehr)  World  Herald,"  Feh,  26  -  ■ 

CRU3S.;PACIHG  ROUGECS  YSAJl;  liOHE  CATTLI'J- SPRAYIITG  IS'llT  PROSPL^CT  -  There 
pro"bP."bly  will  he  more  cattle"  spraying  done  this  yeai'  than  ever  hefore. 

One  reason  is  the  availahility  of  new  and  "better  insesticides  rnd  the 
equipment  for  applying  them.,'  .... 

Another  is  the  educational  campaign  that  has  "been  carried  on  "by  such  men 
as  Dr,  v.  T.' Spencer,  regional  manager  of  the  Livestock  Loss  Prevention  Board, 
Gruhs,  flics,  lice  cost  American  "beef  and  dairy  products  producers  annually  an 
amomit  of  money  esti.'.'.ated  at  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  C7ru"bs  o.lone  cost 
farmers  something  like  150  million  dolla.rs, 
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(The  newspapers  |nair^gazines  from  whic|i  these  agricultural  items  are 


.S.  DEPARTIIENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Information 
^'Tashingbon  25,  D.C. 


taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Serva^eT^RS^S^itTlrM.  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031) 
From  New  York  Times,  I'larch  11  - 


U.S.  DELEGATION  NA!1ED  FOR  "fORLD  vthEAT  ■TALK3-"feshin,'7ton-Leslie  A.  Wheeler 
will  be  chair0ian  of  the  International  '^^heat  Conference,  which  will  meet  in  • 
London  on  March  18,  according  to  an  announcement  today  at  the  State  Department. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricult^oral  Relations 
of  the  Department  of  Agricultiire . 

Other  members  of  the  delegation  were  announced  as  Carl  C,  Farrington 
assistant  administrator  of  the  Agriculture  Department's  Production  and 
Marketing  Ad.ministration;  Edward  G.  Cale,  associate  chief  of  the  State  Department's 
Division  of  •International  Resources,  and  -^aul  0.  Nyhus,  agricultural  attache  to 
the  United  States  Embassy  in  London, 

The  conference  will  endeavor  to  develop  equitable  intermtional  wheat 
prices  ,  adequate  wheat  supplies,  wheat  reserves  bhroiigh  national  stocks, 
avoidance  of  burdensome  wheat  surpluses  and  diversion  of  land  unsuitable  for  wheat 
to  other  crops. 


U.S.  AID  TO  AUSTRIA  VITAL,  HOOVER  FINDS:  $155,000,000  FOR  R"  LIEF  URGSD- 
"fashington-Herbert  Hoover  recOimmended  today  the  allotment  of  '^155,000,000  in 
emergency  relief  for  Austria  for  April  1,  1947,  to  July  1,  194B.     In  a  report, 
m.ade  public  today,  on  his  study  of  the  Austrian  phase  of  relief  needs  in  the 
occupied  area  of  Europe  under  American  jurisdiction,  he  said  this  sum  did  not 
cover  industrial  rehabilitation. 


U.S.  DENIES  PLEDGE  ON  YUGOSLAV  FOOD:  EM3ASSY  SAID  TO  HAVE  /iGRESD  ONLY  TO 
STLLDY  REQUEST  FOR  GR.vIN  SALE  IN ;CRISIS-''[ashington-The  State  Department  threw 
considerable  doubt  today  on  Yugoslavia's  need  for  relief  grain.     This  followed 
a-  published  report  from  Belgrade  that  the  United  States  Embassy  there  had 
requested  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council  to  allot  100,000  tons  of 
grain  for  purchase  by  the  Yugoslav  Government  and  by  the  United  Nations  Relief 
and  Rehabilitation  Administration. 

Lincoln  "Jhite,  State  Department  press  officer,  read  a  statement  that  the 
Embassy  '-ad  agreed  only  to  consider  and  investigate  any  data  the  Yugoslav 
Government  might  supoly  in  sup  ort  of  the  reouest.     The  Embassv  has  made  no 
recomj-nendation  to  ■^ashington,  Mr.  'H-ite  said. 


10  LBS,  OF  SUG.R;IN  R/iTIC'N  APRIL  1;  OTC  ANNC^ttmcES  V^LIDiTING  0^  3P\RE  STA"IP 
■No.  11  WIDER  35  LB.  1947  ALLQ ^\NC]>-'7ashington-The  firstten  pound  sugar  st-amp, 
Spare  Stamp  No.  11  in  the  family  ration  book,  will  be  valid  April  1,  the  Office 
of  Temporary  Controls  announced  today. 
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From  New  York.  Tim'js^  March  11  - 

STATS  'CAKWGT  .vCT'  OVER  BUTTER  DE\L;  GOLDSTEIN  SA^S  WS''  ^^CR  (  La  ^S  E:<ETT 
D.MR^'Er'J  FINED  BY  U.S.  CN  PRICE  'U.NIPULATION-Alb.iny-Attorney  General  Nathaniel 
L.  Goldstein  informed  Governor  Dewey  today  in  a  special  report  that  butter 
manipulations  of  the  Dairymen's  League  Cooperative  Association  last  December 
were  "essentially  an  act  in  restraint  of  trade  but  did  not  violate  present  state 
law, " 


From  ''Aall  Street-  Journal^  March  11  -  -  ' 

Em  OF  SUG_R  CCNTRCL  SEEN  BOOSTING  PRICES,  CAUSING  BUYING  RUSK:  A:ERIC\N 
SUGAR  REFINING  HEAD  T^.-LS  STOCIiHOIDERS  REGrU/.TIGN  IS  NEilDED  THROUGM  1947-Elimina- 
tion  of  the  present  sugar  control  program  would  undoubtedly  cause  prices  to  rise 
substantially  and  start  a  scrambj.e  for  supplies.     This  viarning  was  sounded  by 
Joseph  F.  Abbott,  president  of  the  American  Sugar  Refining  Co,  in  the  annual 
stockholders'  report  for  1946. 

Prompt  action  is  necessary,  he  contended,  to  prevent  another  "boom  and 
bust"  situation  such  as  that  following  the  first  ^Yorld  V^ar,  when  prices  sky- 
rocketed and  thtjn  collapsed  because  of  the  absence  of  anorderly  program. 
Lir.  Abbott  urged  the  Government  to  adopt  the  folloviing: 

1.     Provide  the  American  public  with  substantially  more  sugar  this  year,  as 
it  has  promised.     2.     Continue  price  and  rationing  control  through'  1947. 
3.     Announce  without  delay  when  controls  will  .end,     4.  Define  its  policy  on  further 
purcha  es  of  sugar  crops  and  its  plans  to  provide  sugar  to  foreign  countries. 


"TREAT'S  EX^'ORT  BCC^?^  -  "ILL  LET  FAilHERS  D^^'N  ^flT^  A  HEWY  THUD  "^^SN  IT  END3- 
And  there's  no  reason  to  thin'-"  the  "spree"  will  last  beyond  the  mA.ddle  of  next 
,year.    Assuming  normal  cropjs  next  year  in  Europ'.^  and  exoorting  countries,  demand 
for  U.S.  wheat  can  shrivel  like  a  blighted  leaf.    ^Torld  planners  sp'^ak  of 
allotting  the  U.S.  an  SO  million  bushel  share  of.  the  globe's  yearly  wheat 
exports  when  "normalcy"  returns.     That's  much  less  than  a  fourth  of  this  season's 
shipments  of  some  350  million  bushels.    But  even  so  it's  several  times  as  'miuch 
wheat  as  the  world  bought  here  in  the  lean  years  of  the  19301  s.     U.S.  vjheat 
exports  in  the  three  yi^ars  1934-37  combined  came  to  only  60  million  bushels. 

This  means  one  thing:     U.S.  farmers  will  have  to  get  quickly  out  of  the 
habit  of  growing  billion  bushel  crops  after  Europe's  production  comes  back,  or 
else  face  ?iuge  surpluses. 


POUT.TRv  FLOCin-Poultry  flocks  a"'ong  the  East  Coast  are  smitten  by  widespread 
pneumonia.    Mortality  in  many  flocks  is  called''wholesale, "    Starting  in  the  South, 
the  epidemc  has  moved  northward.     And  there  are  indications  of  its  moving  west, 
He-^.A'-y  losses  can  hoist  the  cost  of  a  Sunday  chicken  dinner. 
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-  !Frora  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tri"bune,  ■  Mer, ■  3- -  ■' ■  .  ■  '  •■  ■ 

U.  S.   GSTS  l/HEAT  QSETIJICATE  PIAIC  -  A  new  wheat  certificate  plan  has 
been  proposed  to  the.  federal  government  "by  M,  ¥,  Thatcher,  St,  Paul,  to  statili- 
lize  the  wildly;  fluctuating  grain  market,  > 

Thatcher,  general  manager  of  the  Farmers  Union  Grain  Terminal  asso"ciation, 
has  submitted  a  five-year. version  of  his- plan  which  was  followed  last  year* 

It  provides  that  farmers  can  trade  their  wheat  for  certificates  which  can 
Tse  cashed  immediately  or  on  a  future  ■  date -at  prices  then  current. 

Money  received  could  "be  credited  at  the  time  the  certificates  are,  cashed 
for_incom.e  tax  purposes,  ■ 

Tlie  res\alt,   Thatcher  "believes,  would  "be  to  steady  the  grain    market  and 
prevent  such  extrem^e  shifts  as  last  ...Saturday' s  Doom  in  wheat  futures  to  the 
highest  point  in  27  years  on  the  Minneapolis  grain  exchange, 

Thatcher  predicts  the  plan  v/ould  achieve  these  other  advantages:  Relieve 
farmers  of  a  strong  reason  for  holding  wheat;     By  release  of  more  v;hea.t  from 
farmers,  help  .ease  the- ;pre sent  shortage  of  wheat  at' terminals;    Sase  the 
present  general  s.craan"ble"f  or  'wheat,  - steadying  '-the  demand;     Give  mills  more 
wheat,-  .  .-v:  ■:  .'■  ■'-  '■•'■■'' 

From  GreenslDoro  (IT^.G:.).- Iccwi:,:  Mar,  2  -  •■       ■        .    ,        "  -  ■ 

,-     CPA  -BLAMSJ)  P0S-ISA3TH  ,,0F;  lil-.TEA-TES;  FAK.'EiPvS'  3UFISR,  -SOLOIT  DBCIAISS  _  ¥ashirg- 
ton  -  As  v7ord  was  awaited 'here  "by  For th  ■  Carolina^  s  congressional  delegation  on 
', ..  word  as  to  when  anl -where  Grace  'Line  ships  would  discharge  cargoes  of  .Chilean 
nitrates,  charge's  ■.of^'-discr-im-ination  against' 'the  "Airier i can  farmer  in  the  matter 
of  fertilizer  distritution  were  made  from-  "the  flocJ-  of  the.  House  as  the  conr- 
gressional  week  .e':\ded,.  '■•  '  ■  • 

Hepresentatiwe'  ViMllairf  l-J^-'Whittingfon  (Bemobr.it,  Mississippi),  said  flatly 
that  the  ¥ar  Department  and  the  Civilian.. Production  Administration  had  failed 
utterly  to  take  into  account  the  needs  ,of  the  American  farm  in  over-allocating 
fertilizer  to  foreign  export  ooth  in  1946  and  IS^"?,  ' 

Ifnittington  said  that  despite  a  disclaimer  "by  the  Ci-vilian  Production 
.  -.Administration  that:  it  had  a.'uthority' over  the-  distriliu'tidG'       ammonium  nitrates. 
It  was  continuing  -to  uce  prior ity 'to '  nick  the  domes t,iG  supply. 

He  said  that  while  every.  Southern  Congressman  Is  "being  deluded  with  appeals 
and  protests  fromi  farmers  "who  -are'- nj^pathe'ti  c  ■  v/i-th  overseas  needs  and  are  pay- 
in-g  taxes  to  alleviate'  that.  n«ed  through  army-operated  plants,"  all  that  has 
"been  o"btained' in  f  our!  .iftonths  from  CPA  is  "confusing- statistics,  " 

.  Prom  Oklahoma  City  .:Oklahoman,- 'March  2' -  r    •'■'.;;'  ' 

MOnCYIiTG  WITH  miRY  PRICES  ~  Editori^-l--  Pri'ce  - supports  for  dairy 
prodv-cts  are  a  heada«he  -  to  the'  government, --  Already  a  support  for  dry  milk 
powder  has  "been  announced,  and  next  will  pro"bai3ly  "be  a  fleer  under  "butter. 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson , fears  a  milk  shortage, 

■  ,  Undo-a"btedly  the  .milk  producers  liave  had"  a  hard  time  making  both  ends  F.eet, 
"but  indications  are  that  government  morlieying  v/ith  the  law  of  supply  and  demand 
on  many  fronts  is  at  the  l:ottom  of  the  whole  difficulty.     Under  such  moriceying 
no  economic  proolem  ever  stays  solved,. 
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Prom  Cheyenne  yyouin^  State  xribunCj  PcId,  27  - 

F02E  CI-IOPS      Editorial  -  Prospect  of  dollar-a-potind  pork  chops  is  dis- 
missed "by  a  spokesman  for  the  Department  'of  Agriculture, 

Consumer  resistance,   he  said,   shou-ld  compel  a  dovmtijrn  in  :;;eat  prices 
scon,  "         '  ■ 

House-wives  will  not  stand  for  it,  he  asserted,   referring  to  sk^rrockcting 
pork  prices. 

Bless  the  ladies  if,   should  that  "be  necessary,  they  institute  a  TDu;/crs' 
strike,  ' 

\Ic  relish  pork  chops  hut  if  they  go  to  a  dollar  a  pound  v/e  will  net,  of 
necessity,  "be  having  any, 

Prom  Denver  (Colo.)  Pest,  March  1  -  ' 

HjLPIiTC-' A  :::jI5HB0R  -  Sdltcrial  -  Self-interest  req^uires  that  the  United 
States  help  in  every  feasihle  way  to  stamp  out  the  foot-and-mouth  disease 
epidanic  in  Ilexico,  Whatever  that  costs,   it  may  save  many  times  that  much  for 
American  stoclanen,  and  for  the  American  people  as  a  whole  it  would  safeguard 
one  of  their  most  impc  tant  sources  of  food  supply,  , 

Thirty-three  years  ago,  nearly  6  million  dollars  worth  of  cattle,  hogs, 
sheep"  and  goats  were  slaughtered  and  hurned  or  "buried  in  tv/enty-two  states  to 
end  such  an  ep.idemic,  .  Destruction  of  infected  animals  is  tlie  cnly  known  method 
of  coping  with  an  oufbreak-  of  f oot- and— mouth  disease. 

Boundary  lines  arc  no  harrier  to  the  spread  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  If 
it  isn^t  stamped  out  in  Mexico,  and  Ci^iaickly,   it  will  spread  into  ,  the  United 
States  -irflth  disastrous  conseq_ucnces. 

Helping  Mexico  to  comhat  this  epidemic  is  just  like  helping  to  fight  a 
fire,   consujning  your  next  door  ncighhor' s  house,   to  save  ytur  ov/n  home. 

Prom  Des  Moines  (lowa)  Tribune,  Marh  1  - 

;  .   WuUA  BUY  A  TUBi'^UY  -  Editorial  -  Here's  a  hot  tip  straight  from  cold  stor- 
age on  how  to  get  the  most  for  your  money  when  dining  »ut  -  despite  the  sky- 
rocketing prices  for  pork  chops  and  pork  roasts. 
It's  simple  -  just  order  a  turkey  dinner^ 

Tiiere  were  130  million  pounds  of  prime  frozen  turkey  on  hand  last  Jan  1, 
the  heaviest  carry-over  on  record  after  the  holidays.    Most  of  the  "birds  weighed 
more  than  20  pounds,  much  too  large  for  the  average  family. 

The  puhlic  eating  places  v/cren' t  particularly  interested.    After  all, 
Thanlcsgiving.and  Christmas  had  passed,  and  the  last  drop  of  turkey  soup  had  "been 
drained  from  the  carcass.     The  DcT,artment  of  Agriculture  "began  to  worry  a"bout 
a  turkey  surplus.     Then  hog  prices  "began  to  soar, 

ITov?  it  is  "being  suggested  to  harassed  operators  of  restuarants,  hotels, 
and  hoardir>g  houses  that  they  feature  turkey  on  daily  menus  as  v/ell  as  for 
special  cGcasions,     The  price  is  reasonaole,   compared  v/ith  other  meats, 

We're  heartily  in  accord,     Waiter i  Light  the  candles,   dust  off  the  festive 
decorations  — ^  and  make  mine-  turkey i 
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From  Nevj  York  Times  ^  Llarch  14  -  . 

ACTION  SET  TO  BAR  POTATO  SURPLUSES:  AGRIG'LTURE  AGETIC"^  FAY  SELL  PRODUCT 
TO  CCNSinERS  'iT  LESo  TKMI  Si^PPORT  PRICES-."Ia"shington-The  Agriculture  Department  . 
moved  today  to  curb  possible  nota-to  surpluses-  by  devising  a  "big  stick" 
formula  whereby^  if  necessary,  it  will  sell  potatoes  at  less  than  the  support 
price  at  which  the  Government  acquires  them^. 

The  department's  plan  included  the  follovo.ng  succinct  statement  on 

policy: 

"Potatoes  acouired  under  the  price  support  program  will  be  subject 
to  resale  in  consumer  mark^^ts  at  less  than  suoport  prices." 

This  feature  of  the  new  program  v-'ould  act  against  those  growers  who 
might  not  enter  into  acreage  agreements  in  expectation  that  the  Government 
support  price  or  more  would  prevail  in  consumer  miirkets.    ITith  the  Gov^rnm.ent 
prepared  to  sell  at  less  than  the  supaort  price,  g-owers  thus  could  not  count 
on  a  price  for  production  outside  the  orogram. 

The  department  is  endeavoring  to  prevent  potato  surpluses  by  regulating 
production  and  agreeing  to  buy  the  produce  of  cooperating  gro-vers  at  stipulated 
orices  if  the  market  falls  below  those  figures. 


STRACHEY  CHEERFUL  OVER  FOOD  OUTLOOK-London-Barring  unforeseen  developm.ents 
Great  Britain  will  weather  the  coming  six  months  without  critical  developments 
in  her  food  supply,  John  Strachey,  Minister  of  Food,  said  tonight  upon  his 
return  from  the  United  States  and  Canada.    He  added  that  the  present  ration 
scales  for  bread  and  meat vould  continue. 

The  Food  Minister  reported  himself  as  well  pleased  with  thw  results  of 
his  trip. 

Mr.  Strachey  said  American  officials  had  been  most  cooperative  and 
that  heavy  shipments  of  wheat  from,  the  United  States  to  help  Britain  build' 
a  stockpile  agaLnst  next  winter's  hazards  had  been  assured. 

Asksd  concerning  his  reported  piorchase  of  10,000  tons  of  turkeys,  the 
Food  Minister  gaid  that  the  deal  had  not  been  formally  closed.     He  said 
that  the  turkeys  acquired  would  be  purchased  at  the  Departmentof  Agriculture's 
support  price  and  thu  orice  would  be  comparable  to  prices  he  would  nay  for 
American  beef. 


ABSOLVES  TRADERS  IN  BREA":  IN  COTTON;  ANDERSON  FINDS  NO  MANIFJLATICN— 
SUGGiSSTS  ^XCH\NG  :S  INCRKISE  MARGIN S-^'ishing ton-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.  .\nderson  urged  today  further  corrective  measures  to  prevent  excess  specu- 
lation on  the  cotton  futures  markets  in  making  public  his  department's  official 
report  on  last  October's  debacle. -The  investigators  found  that  the  basic  trouble 
that  led  to  the  collapse  of  ■■cotton  was  one  for  which  the  Cojmodities  Exchange  Act 
provides  no  controls.    No  evidence  wais  found  of  mianipulative  effort  to  "break"  tte 
market.     Instead,  the  crash  was  due  to  a  soft  structure  built  on  speculation.  In- 
volved were  many  small  accounts  of  "thinl.v    margined  so^-culative  buyers  from  every 
major  section  of  the  country."  Larger  margins  were  prcflounced  the  obvious  remedy 
and  one  which  is  possible  for  the  exchanges  themselves  to  apoly,  deoartment  officials 
pointed  out.  _  ,   pp/^-n  Digest  "^15-47 
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^rom  New  York  Times,  March  lU  - 

APPEALS  IN  RICE  SHORTAGE:  ^TORLD  FC'-CD  COUNCIL  .iSKS  !l\NY  LANDS  TO  HELP  BkR 
FAMINE-VJashington-The  -international  Emergency  T^cod  Council  said  today  that  the 
world  rice  shortage  v'as  becoming  worse  and  asked  producing  coijntries  to  help 
meet  the  emergency. 

In  a  communication  to  Governments  of  all  countries  where  rice  is  grown 
the  liiPG  said  that  for  th-j  current  crop  year  ending  June  30,  world  import  rice 
a-roailable  and  allotted  by  the  lEFC  amounts  to  2, BOO, 000  metric  tons. 

"This  amount  has  to  supply  nations  whose  prewar  imports  were  more  than 
7,700,000  metric  tons,"  the  communication  said,  "and  which  now  h''ve  larger 
populations  to  feed  than  before  the  war." 

"If  famines  are  to  be  avoided  it  is  apparent  greater  efforts  must  be  made." 


From  N.^\  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  14  - 

ANDERSON  ASKS  ACTION  TO  HALT  » SPEC'TLATION'  IN  COIT^ODITIES-Jashingt- n- 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. Anderson  called  tonight  for  "further  corrective  measures' 
to  curb  "speculative  excesses"  in  the  nation's  com-rriodity  markets. 

This  reference  to  commodity  speculation,  made  in  a  formal  statement 
was  Anderson's  second  in  two  days. 

In  a  radio  interview  last  night,  he  said  he  believed  specualtion  is 
"talking  loudly"  in  the  grain  market,  which  has  been  marked  by  sharp  price 
increases  in  recent  weeks. 

Anderson  made  no  specific  proposals,  however,  beyond  one 'now  pending 
before  the  Commodity  Exchange  Commission  to  reduce  speculative  holdings  of 
cotton  futures. 


U.S.  "MEAT  STOCK  FACES  N^'?  DRAIN-'Tashington-Because  the  United  States  is 
rapidly  becoming  the  only  country  from  which  foreign  buyers  of  y/heat  can 
expect  substantial  and  prompt  shipments  this  summer,  export  demands  on  the  new 
Yjinter  wheat  crop  are  expected  to  exceed  even  the  heavy  movement  of  last 
summer,  leading  agricultural  economists  here  believe. 

Both  C'lnada  and  Argentina  are  reported  to  have  failed  to  ship  the 
Quantities  of  wheat  predicted  for  movement  from  these  countries  earlier  in  the 
crop  V'.-ar,  and  several  European  nations  noxv  face  the  alternative  of  reducing 
their  bread  rations  or  coming  into  the  ^.S.  market  for  substantial  deliveries 
in  July,  A\igust  and  Septem.ber. 


CH  W,GES  FOOD  ?1;NUF '■.CTURERS  I^ISLEAD  PUBLIC  ON  Sir-AR-'7ashing ton-Charging  that 
there  is  no  sugar  shortage  and  that  hence  sugar  rationing  is  unnecessary,  '"alter 
S.  Mack,  Jr.,  president  of  Pepsi  Cola  Co.,  today  alleged  that  the  American  people 
are  being  deliberately  given  a  false  picture  of  sugar  avilability  and  supplies. 
Appearing  before  the  House  Banking  and  Currency  CcmMittee  itr .  fiack  contended  that 
with  the  Cuban  sugar  crop  the  largest  in  history,  there  is'  actually  a  surplus. 

Manufacturers  of  sugar  containing  products,  he  charged,  are  spreading  a 
"false  picture"  of  the  sugar  situation  to  keep  the  American  public  on  short  sugar 
rations  because  this  meant  that  the  housewife  would  not  be  able  to^-^er  ovm  home 
canning  and  preserving  and . is  thus  forced,  to  buy  the  manufacturers'  expensive 
finished  products  on  which  there  are  no  price  ceilings. 
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?rom  Trainman  Hews,  Mar,  8  -  ■  ■-  .  ■ 

CAE  'SHOESA.G-E'  PEOITY;  TEAIi^S  ESLD  ?0R  TOlTi'TAGE,  _  SLAPS  FOR  SLUGGISH 
FS^IGHT  MOVSIEl^TT  IS  PLACE?  Oil  GAS^JSHS  -  Evidence-  that  the  so-callei  "shortage" 
of  freight  cars,  is  largely  phony  piled  up  at  Grand  Lodge  headq.uarters  in 
Cleveland  this  v/eek  as  Trainmen  iTews  went -  to  press. 

Reports  from  hundreds  of  BRT  memlDers  throughout  the  U,  S,  and  Canada 
shov;ed  that  the  real  reason  for '  sluggish  movement  of  raw  materials  and  finished 
products  to  factories  and  retail  -outlets  was  gross  inefficiency  and  mishand- 
ling df  rolling  stock  "by  railroad  management* 

The  letters  indicated  that  carriers  are  holding  "box  c^rs  at  terminals  to 
make  up  excessively  long  and  unsafe  trains.  That  this  practice  is  widespread 
v/as  proved  "by  the  m.any  specific  examples  cited  "by  Erctherhood  memlDers, 

"trndou"btedly  some  new  eauipment  is  needed  "by  the  carriers,  "  President 
Vrnitney  said,   ""but  the  problem  could  . "be  quickly  solved  for  ..the  time  being  at 
least  if  railroads. would  streamline  their  handling  of  cars  at  terminals  and 
discontinue  the  practice  of  holding  for  tonnage  trains, 

From  Roanoke  i'J'a.,)  Times,  liar,  6  - 

DAIRYI'-IEIT  EXPRESS  irEEL  EOR  S'lATE  L^OHATORT  _  Dr,  S.  E,  Thompson,  Salem 
veterinarian,   stressed  the  need  for  a  state  lahcrator;/  in  Roa.noke,  particularly 
for  mastitis  testing,  in  an  address  at  A  meeting  of  the  Roanoke  county  dairy 
conference  com^iittee  yesterday,  - 

In  regard  to  Dr,  Thompson's  statement,   C,  L,  K,  Showalter  emphasized  the 
conference  committee  .has  "been  v/orking  for  the  esta'blishjaent  of  such  a  la'bora-r 
tory  here  and  announced  that  a  representative  of  the  state  veterinary  department 
will  "be  here  for.,  a  week  soon,  to  test  cows»     Tests  will  "be  made  at  the  small 
laboratory  at  15^  Eranklin  road  a,nd  Showalter  m-ged  the  dairymen'    to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  testing  offer. 

Discussing  various  cattle  diseases,-  Dr,  Thompson  urged  the  group  to.aicl  in 
preventing  the  entry  of  foot  and  mouth  ^disease  in  the  United  States  by  cooperat- 
ing in  tliC  move  to  combat  the  disease  in  Mexico, 

Er.cm  Topoka  (Kans.)  Capital,  Mar.  5  - 

HOOr  AlTD  MOUTH  DISEASE  _  Editorial  -  Cattle  growers,  especially .  in  -^he 
Southwest,  are  alarmed  at  the  S" road  of  the  hoof  and  mouth  disease  in  Mexico, 
They  are  afraid  that  it  will  ^read  across  the  Rio  Grande,   even  though  im- 
portation of  cattle  from  Mexico  has  been  banned..    Congress  has  authorized  the 
Secretai-y  of  Agriculture  to  spend  funds  to  help  Mexico  eradicate  or  minimize 
the  disease  within  its  ov/n  borders. 

All  cons^omers  in  the  United  States  should  be  alarmed,  too.     If  large  mom- 
bers    of  cattle  in  the  United  States  have  to  be  slaughtered  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  hcof-and-mouth,  meat  v/ill  become  scarcer  and  meat  prices  will  be  even 
higher. 

The  disease  is  highly  contagious  and  diffucult  to  suppress.     It  is  nard 
to  detect  in  its  early  stages,  and -infected  animals  may  spread  it  before ^ they 
Show  symptoms.    Most  forms  do  net  cause  hoa.vy  mortality,,  but  liofectcd  animals 
lose  weight  and  have  to  be  re-fat tcncd.     Infected  cows  give  no  milk  for  a  time, 
perhaps  never  again. 
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From  Portland  (Me.)  Press  Herald,  Mar,  6  - 

DOUBLin  VALUE  -  It  is,   of  course,  natural  for  Portland  to  viov/  v/ith 
approval  announcement  of  the  Government's  decision  to  ship  85,000  tons  of  seed 
potatoes  out  of  this  part.     That  is  a  considerable_ underta:  ing,  and  will 
spread  no  small  measure  of  prosperity  along  the  v/aterfront  v/hore  a  longish 
period  of  idleness  has  created  dismay  and  hardship. 

It  is  not  to  "be  overlooked,  hov/ever,   th^t  the  decision  to  ship  the 
potatoes  is  of  immense  "benefit  to  the  growers,  and  will  spread  no  small  re- 
wards where  but  a  few  days  ago  the  outlook  was  for  plov/ing  the  remaining,  unsold 
part  of  Arro stock' s  huge  crop  "back  into  the'  soil.     If  Senator  3rcv/ster  is  equal- 
ly successful  in  getting  the  army  to  buy  10,000,000  bushels  of  table  potatoes 
for  export  abroad,  Maine  farmers  will  find  their  path  greatly  smoothed* 

The  potatoes,  both  seed  artd  table,  are  to  go  to  G-crmany  as  part  of  the  new 
realization  that  the  people  in  the  American  Zoncand  others  must  be  fed  and  be 
enabled  eventually  to  feed  themselves.     There  has  been  a  deal  of  shilly- 
shallying over  this  simple  piece  of  commom  sense.    We  balked,  officially,  a.t 
doing  too  much  to  make  the  German  lot  easier;   sometimes  there  seemed  to  be  in 
our  attitude  something  of  the  i-iorgonthau  punitive  plan.     Gone,  -too,  are  the  old 
bits  of  nonsense  about  the  "unshippability "  of  potatoes,     ¥e're  on  the  ball  at 
last,  and  everybody  ptofits,  except  the  United  States  Treasury;  and  perhaps 
that  v/ill  profit  also  through  shortening  the  time  we  have  to  stay  in  Germany 
and  decreasing  the  occupation  bill. 


Erom  Atlanta  ( Ga, )  Constitution  ,  I'iar,  ?  -  '  , 

EA5II  LAl^D  PIIIC'..S  LSVSLIUG  QTl  -  Sditorial' -More  authoritative  testimony 
has  been  added  to  recent  •  v/arnihg  that  continued  speculation  in  farm  lands  may 
well  lead  to  a  recurrence  of  the  tragic  '20s,  when  f oreclosLxres  and  sheriffs' 
sales  were  the  order  of  the  day, 

''There  arc  now  indications  that  farm  real  estate  prices  are  beginning  to 
level  off  after  the  rapid  increases  of  the  war  years, ^  reports  the  Monthly 
Review  of  the  federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Atlanta, 

"On  llov-cmber  1  the  index  of  value  per  acre  of  farm  land  in  the  six  Sta-tes 
(  Georgia,, Plnrida,  Ala,bama,   Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  v/hich  com- 
prise the  Sixtli  Pederal  Reserve  District),  based  on  the  1935-59  period,  had 
risen  to  198,     Since  that  date  the  available  evidence  strongly  suggests, 
activity  in  the  land  market  hr s  decreased,  with  little  change  in  land  prices^ 
The  upward  trend  of  land  valties  may  be  continuing  in  some  sections,  but  it 
appeai'ij  tliat  the  peak  of  the  land  boom  has  been  reached  in  the  Pistrict  as  a 
whole," 

Prom  Huntsville  (Ala,)  Times,  Mar.  7  - 

GOOD  2XAiCPL3  -  Editorial  -  Decentralization  of  industry  is  ho  cure-all  for 
economic  problems  of  the  less  prosperous  sections  of  the  country,  but_ Mississip- 
pi' s  experience  with  its  Balance  Agriculture  With  Industry  act  demonstrates 
what  can  be  achieved  through  developing  novi/  industries  in  rural  areas,  , 

The  state'- G  program  for  encouraging  industries  is  credited  v/ith  having 
helped  in  the  establishment  of  100  new  industries  in  30  months.    Payrolls  for 
these  new  entcrpri ses -amount  to  about  $10,000,000  annually,  and  additional 
employment  opportunities  will  be  created  as  negotiations  arc  completed  for  more 
pla,nts, 
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From  New  York  Tim-.s,  March  18  -  .  '  / 

U.S.  SIGNS  PACT  CN  LIEXICAN  CATTLE:  ANDERSON  REVEALS  ACTION  IN  FIGHT  ON  HOOF- 
MOUTH  DISEASE— ^9,000,000  ASKED-Washington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.  Anderson  announced  today  that  he  had  signed  the  Sanitary  Agreement  setting 
up  the  joint  United  States  Mexican  campaign  against  the  foot  and  mouth  disease 
•  outbreak  in  Mexico. 

He  said  that  he  had  asked  the  Budget  Bureau  for  a  $9,000,000,000  appropria- 
tion to  cover  the  costs  until  June  30  and  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  match 
funds  on  a  50-50  basis . 

The  Secretary's  remarks,  made  at  a  luncheon  given  by  Representative  George 
'■■J.  Gillie,  Republican,  of  Indiana,  in  honor  of  the  Mexican  members  of  the  Joint 
Agriculture  Commission,  marked  the  conclusion  of  several  weeks  of  negotiations. 
The  guests  included  members  of  both  House  and  Senate  agriculture  subcommittees 
hearing  the  bills  recently  enacted  to  empower  Secretary  Anderson  to  join  the 
Mexican  Government  in  a  vigorous  eradication  progr-jn. 

The  scope  of  the  contemplated  campaign  was  indicated  by  the  Secretary's 
estimate  that  150,000  infected  cattle  would  be  killed  under  the  agreem.ent. 

The  joint  agreement  calls  for  the  setting  ud  of  headquarters  in  Mexico 
City,  vdth  a  director  from,  ^'^exico  and  a  co-director  from  the  United  States, 
The  Bureau  of  Ani^nal  Industry  will  have  charge  of  this  work,     It  was  regarded 
as  a  foregone  conclusion  that  S.  0.  Fladness  would  be  United  States  head  in 
Mexico. 


GRAIN  TRADING  MARGINS  .IhISED  IN  CHICAGO,  NOT  TO  THE  LWELS  ASKED  BY  U.S. 

AGSNCY-Chicago-Directors  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  at  a  special  meeting 
today  met  in  part  a  request  by  the  Commodity  Exchange  Authority  that  initial 
margin  renuirements  on  new  speculative  trades  in  grain  futures  be  set  at  25 
percent  of  the  current  market  price. 

Effective  tomorrow,  margin  requirements  on  March  and  May  wheat  will  be 
60  cents  a  bushel,  or  about  22  percent  of  the  closing  price  today  on  May  wheat, 
while  the  margin  on  the  July  and  September  was  set  at  UO  cents,  or  less  than  20 
percent  of  the  market  price.     The  old  rate  on  all  Vvrheat  futures  was  30  cents 
a  bushel. 

Margins  on  corn  were  advanced  6  cents  bo  24  cents  a  bushel,  and  on  oats 
6  cents  to  18  cents.    Barley  margins,  under  the  news3ale  will  be  40  cents" 
or  10  cents  higher  than  heretofore. 

The  Minneapolis  and  ^^ansas  City  exchanges  have  acceded  in  whole  or  in  part 
to  the  Government  request  for  higher  margins^ 

(other  items  appearing  in  today's      -  -.  

New  York  Times  are  on  page  2  of  . 

the  Digest. )  '  , .  . 
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From  New  York  Ti/nes,  March  18  - 

INCREASED  EXPORTS  OF  "HEAT  .DOUBTED :  FAO  "^ARNS  GRa^NG  ^-.TICNS  TO  ;XT  NC^T^ 
HO"KJER,  TO  B;R  POST  EliERGENCY  GLUT-Vfeshington-A  reviev;  of  the  world  vvheat 
situation  issued  today  by  the  Food  and  Ag^'idjlture  Organization,  said  that 
little  if  any  increase  in  export  sipply  in  growing  countries  could  be  anticioated 
in  the  1947-48  crop  year.  ■  ■  _ 

I'^arning^  however,  that  "burdensome  surpluses  my  acciimulate''  during  the  transi 
tion  period  after  the  present  food  emergency  the  FAG  urged  "postitive  wheat 
policies  developed  by  multilateral  consultation  among  governments  instead  of 
drastic  curtailment." 

Representative -policies  on  v^hich  governments  should  cooperate  were  listed 
as  follovjs: 

Agreement  on  a  range  of  prices  fair  to  ex'^orting  and  importing  countries, 
and  observation  of  these  prices  in  international .wheat  dealings. 

Management  of  export  supplies  through  agreed  upon  export  quotas,  "particularl 
when  world  supplies  threaten  to  become  excessive  at  the  agreed  price." 

Developing  and' administering  arrangements  for  sales  at  special  prices  was 
recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  on  '7orld  Food 
Proposals.  .  ■  ' 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Comaierc';,  "^arch  18  - 

FARM  CREDIT  LOAN  PRIORITY  UPHELD-^%shington-Th._^  Supreme  Court  held  today 
that  Farm  Credit  Administration  loans  must  be  repaid  before  other  creditors  • 
get  anything  f r- m  a  farmer's  estate. 

Justice  Rutledge  delivered  the  court's  8-1  decision,  reading  it  for 
Justice  Murphy,  who  was  the  author,  but  was  absent  from  the  bench  today. 
Justice  Douglas  dissented,  holding  that  lower  courts  should  have  been  upheld. 
South  Dakota  courts  had  denied  the  United  States  priority.  .■  ■ 


^^rom  ^'Jall  Street  Journal,  March  18  ■  .  •• 

GALLOPING- GRAIN  prices  give  Government  market  regulators  goose  pimples- 
First  they  fear  a  continued  climb,  particularly  in  wheat  prices,  because 
it  makes  more  likely  a  sudden  and  violent  reaction.     Co.nmodity  Exchange  Authority 
officials  see  a  host  of  get  rich  quick  "little  fellows"  romping  in  the  futures 
markets.  .  , 

The  second  worry  is  that  present  prices  are  gouging  foreign  and  domestic 
flour  buyers.     Should  wh  3at  prices  keep  mounting,  the  Ag-"i  culture  Department  might 
decide  to  turn  loose  seme  of  its. wheat  to  hip  millers  out.    As  of  February  1,  the 
Commodity  Corp,  held  about  50  million  bushels  more  than  vjas  needed  to  meet 
export  coinmitments  through  April, 

Meanwhile  Government  re  uested  margin  hikes  in  grain  futures  tr-ding  won't 
in  thems  -Ives  hold  prices  down,  grain  experts  say.    Their  contention:  Government 
buying,  not  speculation,  is  the  real  ga?  in  th-;  balloon. 
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Prom  ¥a,shington  Daily  Kews,  I'fer,  17  - 


COITGHESS  G-STS  A  SESAK  -  Vith  IT.  S.  iDuying^^power  and  the  European  food  situ- 
ation as  it  iSj   Congress  doesn't  have  to  worry  for  the  moment  ahout  trouble- 
some farm  surpluses* 

What  surpluses  there  arc,   such  as  in  eggs,  potatoes  and  turkeys,  are  taken 
care  of  so  far  as  the  farmers  are  concerned  "by  the  farm  price  support  program 
which  runs  until  Dec,  31,  1948, 

The  G-ovcrnment  so  far  has  lost  ahout  $80,000,000  supporting  pota,to  prices. 
It  expects  to  spend  a"bout  $500,000  supporting  the  price  of  dried  skim  milk,  _  It 
docBn' t  know  how  much  it  will  have  'to  spend  supporting  turkey  prices  at  a  nationr- 
al  average  of  27,9  cents  per  pound  to  farm.crs  a-nd  egg  prices  at  33  cents  a  dozen 
to  farmers  in  the  Mid  ¥est» 

The  Agriculture  Department  is  optimistic  alDout  the  egg  situation  he  cause  of 
the  high  comsunption  rate  and  the  large  purchases  of  dried  eggs  for  Britain,  It 
has  started  "buying  frozen  eggs  to  support  the  market.     It  made  its  first  turkey 
purchase  last  week  of  35,000  pounds. 

But  storm  clouds  are  on  the  horizon.     So  Chairman  Clifford  Hope  of  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  will  hold  extensive  hearings  in  April  and  May  on 
what  Congress  needs  to  do  in  the  way  of  long—range  legislation. 

Rep,  Hope's  idea  is  to  hold  hearings  this  year,  and  then  write  legislation 
next  year. 


From  Omaha  (Heh,)  World  Herald,  Mar,  11- 

EEEDSRS  RAP  TRADE  PACTS  -  The  Corn  Belt  Livestock  Feeders  Association  wants 
Congress  to  have  sole  authority  to  make  tre.dc  agreements  with  foreign  countries. 

At  its  recent  meeting  in  Chicago  it  passed  a  resolution  asking  that  the 
trade  p.greement  authority  "be  removed  from  the  State  Department, 

Another  resolution  recj_ubsts  a  change  in  the  method  of  reporting  mo,rkct 
prices  paid  for  livestock.     The  feeders  groups  requests  that  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  a,nd  the  livestock  markets  report  not  only  the  prices  paid  for  various 
grades  of  livestock  hut  also  the  percentage  of  sales  falling  into  each  class,  . 

From  Sa.lt  Lake  City(Utah)  Trihunc,  Ma.r,  9  -  ' 

EXPERT  ISSUES  mMIITG-  01  CA.TTLS  DISIASS  -  Varning  as  to  the  extreme  con- 
tagiousness of  foot  a.nd  mouth  disease,  which,  can  he  t'rought_  into  a  clean  area 
hy  failure  of  shearers  to  fumigate  clothing  and  shoes,  was  issued  Saturday. hy 
Dr»  John  I,  Curtis,  Utah  state  veterinarian.     •       •  ' 

Although  Utah  is  not  a  herder  state  and  does  , not  have  laws  req^uiring  fujni- 
gation  of  shearers'   outfits,  Muxican  shearing  outfits  sometimes  infiltrate  into 
this  area,  Lavar  Taylor,  president,  International  Sheep  Shearers^  Union  of  iTorth 
America,  Bu.tte,  warned  Utah  sheep  ~rov/efs. 
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From  SI  Pa so (Tex.)   Times,  Mar,  7-  ' 

THE  BOEDER  miCE  ~  Editorial  -  After \going  intp  the  subject  cf  whether  or 
not  a  fence  should       built  along  the  U,  3,  Mexican  oordcr,  The  Tines  ha.s  cone 
to  the  conclusion  that  such  a  fence  would  'he  irapractical.     It  would  not  serve 
the  purpose  for  which  it  v/as  intended  and  it  would  work  a  hardship  on  ranchers 
whose  cattle  oh  tain  their  water  from  the  Rio  Grande, 

Talk  of  "building  the  fence  has  reached  alnost  a  fever  pitch  since  the  out— 
l)reak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Mexico,    Main  support  for  the  fence  has  cone 
.  from  those  who  said  they  thought  it  would  keep. out  of 'this  country  Mexican  cattle 
and  other  animals  that  might    "bring  the  disease  across  the  horder.     Does  anyone 
thirJc  the  fence  would  not  he  cut  if  cattle  were  "being  kept  from  water? 

And  hov/  could  such  a  fence  poG3i"bly  prevent  "buzzards  from  flying  from  one 
side  of  the  "border  to  the  othert    Persons  who  are  opposed  to^such  a  fence  should 
let  Vashington  know  their  views*    A  mistaken  idea  prevails  in  our  capital  tha.t 
residents  along  the  "border  are  strongly  in  favor  of  it,  . 

Fron  Canton  (Ohio)  Repository,  Mar,  8  ~  ■ 

H0¥  TO  HOVE  THOSE  SPUES  -  Editorial  -  Congressmen  are  worried  a"bout  the 
nation's  huge  "surplus  of  potatoes.    Recently  the  House  a,nd  Senate  dining  roon 
menus  included  jjotato  "broad,  potato  cake  and  potato  chips,   the  latter"  furnished 
hy  the  ilational  Potato  Chip  Institute,  which  chipped  in  to  help  finalnce  the  meal» 

Use  of  potatc  flour  in  "broad  and  other  "bakery  products  is  one  of  the  pro— 
posa,ls  recom:nended,  "but  it  isn't  the  cook  and  the  pastry  chef  v/ho  can  do  the 
"best  joh  of  devising  v/ays  to  move  the  potato  surplus,    ^.'/lir-.t '  s  needed  are 
scientists  v;ell— grounded  in  organic  cheni-stroy, 

Remem'ber' Tsrhat  happened  when  George  vfeshington  Carver  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  peanut,  which,   like  the  potato,  is  rrade  up  mostly  of  hydro car'bons?  He 
found  half  a  hundred  nev/  uses  for  it, 

T"a.rn  a,  good  organic  chemist  loose  on  the  potato  and  tlierc'd  "be  potato  "bath 
mats,  potato  porftLnc,  potato  lu"bricants  and  a  potato  plastic, 

'    '  J 

.  Pron  ITcward  (H.Jj  Hews,  Mar.  11 

P~:ICE  HIinC  IIT  BRSilE  ~  Editorial  -  A  rise  in  the  price  of  bread,  ranging 
from  \  ccr.t  to  3  cents  a  loaf,  has  suddenly  swept  across  the  country,  Ii>- 
creased  costs  of  la"bor  and  ingredient's  are  given  as  the  reason,  hut  the 
spontn;ncity  of  the  Increase  is  strongly  suggestive  of  a  close  community  of 
:  interest  existing  among  the  conmorcicil  bakers,  v;ith  the  smaller  fry  in  the  in- 
dustry   tagging  along.     It  is  of  no  small  significance  that  one  large  chain 
store,   operating  in  this  area,  has  declared  that  its  bread  prices  would  r emain 
at  present  levels  and  that  it  saw  "no  immediate  prospect"  cf  an  increase. 

In  iTcwark  and  vicinity  a  1-cent  increase  in  the  re  tail  price  in  many  stores 
was  announced  as  effective  yesterday,     after  v/holesalers  had  given  nocice  of  a 
half— cent  increa-se  in  the  wholesale  price.     Obviously  the  1-cent  retail  ooost 
means  a  larger  profit  for  storekeepers  who  put  it  into  effect. 
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From  New  York  Times,  March  13  - 

CONGRESS  PASSES  HILL  TO  END  OPA-^.'ashi.ngtonr-A  bill  to  close  out  the  office 
of  Price  Administration  by  June  30  cleared  Congress  today  and  'only  the' signature 
of  President  Truman  was  necessary  to  schedule  the  end  of  the  wartime  rationing  and 
price  control  agency, 

A.ctually,  the  OPA  may  cease  operations  well  before  June  30,  lor  more  than 
$14,000,000  finally  provided'  for  its  liquidation  will  last  at  most  through  April. 
That  sum  is  all  that  is  availr.ble  for  operation  between  noYJ  and  July  1  for  paying 
off  CPA's  employes  and  closing  its  business.  ^  ■  ■. 


'HYSTERIA'  OVER  PORK  IS  HIT  AS  PRICES  FALI-Chicago-Tho  American  Meat 
Institute,  trade  organization  of  the  meat' packing  industry,  said  today  that 
"the  mjrth  of  skj'-rocketing  pork  prices'  has  exploded," 

"I'lTien  live  hog  prices  sharplj^  advanced  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,"  the. 
institute's  statement  said,  "there  vrere  hysterical  predictions,  by  people 
outside  the  meat  business,  that  extremely  high  pork  prices  were  on  the  way, 

"However,  by  today,  as  compared  vd.th  two  weeks  ago,  pork  loins,  vihence  come 
chops,  have  dropped  6  to  10  cents  per  pound,  depending  on  weighs,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country.    And  other  cuts,  such  as  hams,  picnics,  shoulders  and  Boston 
butts  have  declined  moderately  or  remained  about  stationary, 

"Consumer  demand  for  the  available  supply  of  pork — which  supply  is 
limited  right  now — -always  determines  pork  prices^".,  ' 


HOOVER  BARS  RELIEF  POST-.  REFUS.U.  IS  TOJCONDITIONAL— TAiLKS  VJTH  TRUMN  IN 
l^TE  HOUSE-Washington-Herbert  Hoover  said  today  that  "under  no  possible 
circumstance"  would  he  accept  the  job  of  administrator  and  coordinator  of 
American  relief  abroad, 

''At  my  time  in  life  I  have  reached  the  stage  of  advice  and  consultation," 
he  said,  after  conferring  vath  Pres.ident  Trman.    ^ie  said  his  talk  with  Mr. 
Truman  had  been  confined  to  questions  of  the  administration  of,  relief.    He  said 
they  had  not  discussed  the  particular  problems  of  Greece  and  Turkey, 

He  said  the  overall  estimate  for  direct  relief  amouiited  to  $^1,250,000,000. 


OmiNES  PROGPJJ-.'i  TO  SPEED  PREIGKT:  r'^T^^'N  SEES.  TURN  /lROWT)  TIl-'E  CUT  TO  24 
HOURS  BY  USE  OF  ELECTRIC  TYPE  TRUCKS-Immediate  relief  for  the  freight  car  shorta^ 
can  be  provided  by  reducing  turn  around  time  at  freight  terminals  through  more 
s7/stematic  use  of  nev;  automotive  type  electric  trucks  to  speed  up  unloading 
operations,  Elmer  F.  TTAonan,  general  manager  of  the  Automatic  Transportation 
Company,  Chicago,  suggested  Ypeve  yesterday. 


1 
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From  New  York  Times March  13  - 

NEW  MEICiiN  STATUS  DUE;  U.S.  TiILL  LEGALIZE  THE  ENTRY  OF  VORKF'  S  TF  snUTF- 
?ffiST-Mexico  City-United  Stp.tes  Ambassador  I'felter  T^  urston  and  Foreign  Secretrry 
Jaime  Torres  Bodet  exchanged  notes  this  evening  on  a  nev:  plan  whereby  the 
119,000  Mexican  workers  in  the  Southv/est  United  States  will  receive  a  legal  :^tatus. 

Of  the  total  100,000  are  in  the  United  States  illegally.    The  others 
have  overstayed  their  contracts. 

The  new  plan,  which  will  be  effective  in  thrity  days,  calls  for  the  return 
of  the  entire  gro: p  to  the  Mexican  border.    There  they  will  receive  new  contract 
an;i  immigration  documents  that  will  enable  them  to  return  to  the  jobs  across 
the  border  with  a  legal  status. 


From  N,  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  13  - 

SENATE  GROUP  APPROVES  FiJlli  LABOR  IliiPORTS-T;ashington-Legi&lation  to  extend 
the  farm  labor  program  for  six  m.onths  beyona  June  30  was  approved  today  by  an  8-3 
vote  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee, 

The  bill  alrer.dy  has  passed  the  house. 

The  Senate  committee  aded  a  30  day  liquidation  period  -vhich  v. orld  wind 
up  the  program  Jan.  30,  19 instead  of  Dec.  31,  194-7. 


JAVANESE  SUGAR  EXPORTS  SEEN  DEI.AYED  TILL  1Q49-Batavia-Sugar  exports  from 
Java  can,  ot  be  expected  for  a  long  time,  according  to  the  current  issue  of  the 
Economd-C  Review  of  Indonesia,  published  by  the  Netherlands  Indies  Government 
Department  of  Economic  Affirs ,  ' 

The  article  stated  that  "The  optimistic  reports  constantly/  launched 
abroad  about  the  likelihood  of  very  considerable  sugar  exports  from  Java  as 
soon  as  the  political  difficulties  shall  have  been,  overcome  have  little  or  no 
foundation,  at  any  rate,  v.^here  the  visible  supplies  are  concerned," 

Existing  supplies  of  sugar,  some  1,590,000  tons,  m.ust  be  used  entirely 
for  local  consumption  until  194-9,  v.^hen  the  next  sizeabls    harvest  can  be 
exp.ected,  the  report  added,  . 


PRICE  itND  QU;.LITY  SQUEEZE  SEEN  ENDING  IN  LUliBER  BY  MIDYE/iR-Backed  by 
Government  and  industry  forocasts  of  adequate  supplies  for  1947,  lumber  consumers 
are  looking  forv/ard  to  a  rapid  solution  of  the  quality  and  price  difficulties 
carried  over  from  last  year. 

While  the  lumber  market  is  still  marked  by  large  quality  and  price 
differentials  among  sellers,  all  trade  levels  expect  a  decisive  turn  sometime 
around  the  middle  of  the  year.    ^i<:l  that  anticipattd  turn  in  thb  markt-t 
envisages  lower  prices  and  higher  qu^.lity  stana:..rcis , 
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rrom  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  Mar-,  7 

LOIJER  PSIC3S  AKS^,  lASli  lOKJVi  WBmS  -  Bullish  factors  that  have  pushed 
present  farm  prices  to  record  high  levels  were  heavily  discounted  in  the  long 
range  outlook  for  agriculture  at  the  first  annual  Horthwcst  I'arrn  forum  Thurs- 
day, 

In  preparation  for  the  day  when  world  food  conditions  regain  some  semhlance 

of  normalcy,  speakers  yesterday  proposed: 

Ra.ioving  conflicts  "between  foreign  policy  and  domestic  agricultural  policy. 
Correcting  maladjustments  "between  farm  volume  of  production,  price  a,nd  cost. 
Adjusting  the  parity  price  formula  on  farm  products  to  eliminate  present 

functional  harriers* 

From  Flint  (liich.)  Journal,  Mar,  3  -  . 

PlilCH  PmSSJ)  IN  fmi  lABOHj  ZIBSES  OJ  HIOMilT?  \'tASimD  QI  MGSSH  _  Michigan 
emjKloyers  of  migrant  farm  lahor  have  "been  advised  they  may  have  to  recruit  their 
own  help  a,fter  June  30  if  Congress  fails  -to  continue  the  emergency  farm  lahor 
program, 

A,  3,  Love,  State  supervisor  of  the  Program,  has  advised  farmers  to  streng- 
then their  lahor  organizations  just  in  case  Congress  decides  to  suspend  the  re- 
cruitment program  along  v;ith  other  wartime  emergency  projects. 

Love  estimates  sugar  "beet  growers,  pickle  and  truck  crop  farmers,  fruit 
producers  and  canning  crop  grov/ers  normally  require  the  services  of  25,000  to 
30,000  seasonal  workers  from  outside  State, 

Mechanization  of  the  sugar  heet  industry  promises  to  lessen  greatly  the 
lahor  requirements  of  sugar  producers  this  season,  "but  the  worker  needs  of  other 
farmers  are  expected  to  continue  as  great  as  in  the  past, 

From  Erie  (Penn,)  Dispatch-Herald,  Mar,  4  ~ 

LICT«S  n(3IT  THIS  SGOUUGSl]  EIGHT  N0¥  -  Editorial  -  The  most  feared  of  all 
animals  maladies,  foot-and-mouth  disease,  has  spread  in  less  than  60  days 
through  10  states  in  the  Repuolic  of  Mexico,   infesting  an  estimated  700,000 
head  of  cattle,  with  more  than  6,000,000  animals  exposed. 

An  infestation  in  the  United  States  could  practically  wipe  out  the  cattle, 
goat,   sheep  and  hog-raising  industries  in  this  country  and  Cana-da, 

Like  a  forest  fire  this  great  health  menace  is  sweeping  northward  and  un- 
less there  is  qiiick  and  drastic  action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment the  virus  will  soon  he  taking  its  tcrrihle  toll  and  we,  a  na.tion  of 
150,000,000  people,  will  face  a  meat  famine. 

Congress  isas  asked  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  to  appro- 
priate sufficient  sums  with  which  to  com"bat  this  dire  threat  to  the  health  and 
economy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,     In  self-defense,  it  was  imperative 
that  our  government  act  quickly  .-nd  effectively  to  take  the  necessary  s  tops  in 
cooperation  v/ith  the  Mexican  government. 

It  is  a  lot  cheaper  to  do  this  now  than  to  wait  until  the  malad;^  has  crossed 
the  horder  a,nd  started  to  ravage  the  great  cattle  raising  areas  of  Texas  and 
Oklahoma, 
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From  O^dcn  (Utah)  Standard— Sxanincr,  Mar*  2  -  •  ' 

Q,UAHAlTTIiTi;  FAILS  ~  Editorial  -  Joes  of  iso-lrfticnisn  pro'ba'bly  will 

draw  parallclG  aplenty  frsn  the  cohj^rossicnal  action  authorizinfj  the  United 
States  government  to  novo  into  I'lcxico  to  help  that  country  wipe  cut  an  epi- 
demic of  foot  and  Eiouth' disease.     The  a-ction  was  taken  "because  Amcriean  live- 
stock men  sAid  that  even  though  the  malady  now  is  confined  to  within  the 
"borders  of  another  nation  the  presence  cf  that  disease  in  Mexico  is  a  continuous 
■throat  to  the 'herds  in  this  country, 

Con{^-ressional  dchatc  on  the  hoof  and  mouth  "bill  emphasized  the  economic 
/aspects  of  the  si,t\iatida»;.  It  v/ould  '^pay"  the  Unit^^d  States  to  help  Mc^cico  v/ipe 
out  the  disease.     The  ST;iggG3tion  that  to  do  so  was  a  part  of  the  Qcod,  nci^h"bor 
policy' -didn'  t  ■  cot  much  attention,    Smpliasis  was  placed  on  the  condition  that 
Mexico  lacked  the  funds  and  the  willin-i^noss  to  ta,kc  the  dra.stic  steps  req.uircd 
fcr  disease  elimination,    llothing  less  than  destruction  of  all  affiliated  or 
exposed  animals  seems  to  wipe  out  the  malady, 

Prom  Detroit '(Mi' ch,)  Tree  Press,  Mar,  8  - 

■  IS  S3CSSSI01T?  ^  Editorial  -  The  Sureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  pre- 

dicts a  "business  recession  in  the  United  States  late  in  1947  with  a  general 
drop  in  farm  prices  and  purchasing  power. 

The  gloomy  forecast  is  "based  on  the  "belief  that  "^industrial  activit;-  m.ay 
reach  a.  record  level  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  then  decline  from  5     -  • 
to  10'  per_  cent  in  the  last  half »  " 

On  tliis  iDasis,   there  may  "be  some  disagreement  as  to  just  what  constitutes 
recession.    If  the  worst  v/e  can  exp'Oct  is  a  nct-toc-serious  leveling  off -from- 
a  record  peak,  it  may  only  "be  an  adjustment  of  inflationary  tendencies.  And 
instead  of  recession,  that  may  "be  a  healthy  thing  for  the  Nation' s  economy^ 

From  Grand  Jimction  (Colorado)  Sentinel,  Mar,  3  -  ' 

5EP0RTS  ARE  CKESRII7G  -  Editorial  '-  Reports  on  the  income  from*  FHA  farms  in 
the  Lona  district  shov/  coraraenda"ble  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  who  pur- 
chased the  farms  on  government  loa^ns  in"  that  district.    While  the  ■■^S,  556'  gross 
income  is  not  exactly  in  the  "higher  "brackets,  ^  it  certainly  should  coirrp<are 
favora'bly  v/ith  farm  incomes  over  the  na.ticn.     The  fact  that  six  ol  t-.c  families 
were  a'blc  in  1946  to  pay  off  their  entire  loans  (v\?hich  were  contracted  to  "be 
paid  off  in  40  years  I  )  more  than  justifies  the  government's  faith  in  these 
farmers,  and  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  made  payment s  several  years  ahead 
not  onl  "  further  justifies  that  faith  "but  ;;;raphically  deflates  the  arz-^tmcnts  of 
the  co,lamity  hov/lers,  .who  v/orc  convinced  a  short  time  ago  that  these  "receivers 
of  charity"  would  '^live  off  the  government  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,"  ITof 
only  have  they  jaid  their  way,  "but  they  a  re  contr i'butin  t  much  to  this  cvcr-gi'ow- 
ing  farm  area. 

Prom  Great  Falls  (Mont,)  Trihune,  Mctr.  2- 

EOLEIiTG  THE  PRICE  LIIZ;  -  Editorial  -  Meat  prices  liave  Icen  rising  recently 
and  there  have  "been  predictions  of  even  still  higher  rises,  particularly  for 
pork  during  the  next  few  months,     We  ;-re  entering  the  normally  slackest  season 
for  marketing_  and  it  is  possi'Dle  the  pp.ckers  arc  encouraging  the  advances,  while 
at  the  same  time,   discouraging  loarti cularly  heavy  marketing  "by  predicting  still 
higher  prices,    ¥e  suspect  any  continuing  upward  trend  v/ill  meet  extensive  con- 
sumer resistance,  ^ 
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(The  nev;s papers  a  la. lfl«piil'«Bff  Qfi^Pl^t^  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  -■'^ <       Pifi \ ,  ^T/  riflf i     1 1 11  Gene  Harrison  at  $031) 

Frojn  New  York  Times,  i^^arch  12  - 

S5  TO  BE  BI  U.S.  DELEG'ITION  AT  G^,]I-7'A  TRADE  CONFEFtENCE-^^'fashington-William  L. 
Clayton,  Under  Secr3tar,y  of  State  for  Economic  Affairs,  will  head  a  delegation  " 
■  of  eighty  five  officials  from  nine  depa.rtments  and  agencies  representing  the  United 
States  at  the  dual  conference  on  postvjar  trade  starting  at  Geneva  April  10,  the 
State  Department  annoiinced  today. 

The  conference,  known  formally/  as  the  second  meeting  at  Geneva  of  the  United 
Preparatory  Committee  for  the  International  Conference  on  Trade  and  Employment, 
is  planned  as  the  major  effort  in  reestablishing  postwar  commerce  betiveen  the 
United  Nfe-bions, 

The  Am.erican  delegation  will  operate  in  two  fields.     It  will  aLm  to 
negotiate  r^^ciprocal  trade  treaties  with  the  other  nations  expected  at  the 
conference.     In  separate  negotiations,  the  delegates  also  will  attempt  to  perfect 
in  acc'r'ptable  form,  for  submission  back  to  the  United  Nations  governments,  a 
charter  for  an  International  Trade  Organization  to  facilitate  trad  and  prevent 
unfair  competition. 


U.S.  DISCONTINUES  COTTON  PAYiENTS:  LOSS  CLAHC  FITNDS  EXHAUSTED  ANDERSON  SAYS- 
ORDERS  NATIONAL  INVESTIGATION-Tashington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P. 
Anderson  today  announced  discontinuance  of  payments  on  1946  cotton  crop  loss 
cla.ims  and  an  investigation  of  these  losses.    The  reason  reported  was  that  funds 
available  under  this  part  of  the  general  crop  insurance  jorogram  have  been 
exhausted  due  to  loss  claims  "far  beyond  any  preliminary  estimate," 

The  Secretary'"  statement  said  that  "more  tha^n  half"  the  1946  cotton  claims 
have  been  paid.     The  i-:ord  to  the  unoaid  ".'as  that  even  though  further  payments 
have  been  discontinued,  field  offices  of  the  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  "vill 
continue  to  adjust,  accept  and  process  additional  claims." 

Premiums  earned  for  1946  crop  cotton  insurance  covered  about  42,000,000 
pounds ,' while  total  loss  claims  are  estimated  at  three  or  four  times  this 
amoiont,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  said. 


AMBASSADOR  IN^JSTS  YUGOSLAVS  NS:5D  FOOD-'-'^ashington-^Sava  N.Kosanovitch,  the 
Yugoslav  Amb-;3sador,  declared  in  a  state.nent  today  that  his  comtry  ■  as  in  need 
of  food  ma  that  he  had  expressed  grave  concern  over  the  situation  in  a  memorandum 
to  Dean  Ach  eson,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  on  Feb.  13- 

The  statement  was  prompted  by  the  disclosure  of  the  State  Department  yesterday 
that  the  American  Embassy  in  Belgrade  had  reported  that  "the  Yugoslav  Government 
had  repeatedly  and  publicly  stated  that  its  supplies  of  food  are  adequate  to 
meet  essential  needs  until  the  next  harvest." 
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Fro/n  Nov,'  York  Times,  March  12  - 

SCI.^CE  O.K's  Eil.'N'  SGGS-Thit  pleasing  gastronomic  combination,  ham  and 
eggs,  has  been  examined  in  the  test  tubes  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture's 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  and  has  come  out  >/ith  flying  colors. 

On  the. basis  of  its  research  the  agency  explains  that  the  particular  kind 
of  protein  contained  in  eggs  supplements  that  in  ham,  and  so  well  that  the 
two  foods  are  more  nourishing  when  ^^aten  together  than  when  consumed  separately. 

Similarly,  previcus  experiments  indicated  that  a  ham  sandwich  is  a  natural 
nutritionally  speaking,  because  hero,  too,  the  individual  proteins  furnished 
by  the  two  foods,  the  meat  and  the  bread,  efficiently  enhance  one  another. 


From  i''all  Street  Journal,  March  12  - 

Lr/ESTOCK-Eastern  consumer  resistance  to  high  pork  prices  reduced  sales 
values  from  50  cants, to.^^  a  hundred  pounds  at  Chicago  yesterday. 


From  N.'W  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  12  - 

^"fHEAT  PARLEY  ^ILL  TEST  CO^U'l'^iDITY  PACT  POLICY-Washington-The'  willingness 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  world  commodity  pacts  will  be  subjected  to 
its  first  major  t^jst  tliis  month. 

In  the  face  of  the  fact  that  ^'^orld  com-aodity  agreements  have  failed 
to  find  general  acceptance — except  for  indorsement  of  the  principle — Am.erican 
negotiators  ^jill  jaeet  on  March  1^  with  representatives  of  other  countries 
in  an  effort  to  arrive  at  an  agreeirient  on  world  trading  in  wheat. 

The  fact  thit  ^;heat  orices  are  now  soaring  makes  the  present  a  particularly 
good  time, from  one  point  of  vicvj,   to  seek  an  agreement. Importing  countries  feel 
that,  if  they  can  get  some  concessicns  in  prices  over  the  next  year  or  so,  they 
may  find  it  worth  iThile  to  accent  minimum  prices  which  th.ey  will  h.ave  to  pay 
later  and  to  agr^e  on  cuantities  of  wheat  which  they  vrlll  store  during  times 
of  surplus .  . 


CKLAHi;'L\  :'.CR 'AGE  SES'J  UP  10  PEP  CENT-Oklahoma  City-Prosoects  for  Oklahoma 
cotton  acreage  indicated  a  general  increase  of  about  10  percent  over  plantings 
in  1946.    The  increase,  hov.'-vvjr ,  was  expected  to  vary  in  different  sections  of 
the  State.     Some  areas  were  not  expacted  to  show  any  increase  while  others- will 
bring  the  g':n':^ral  average  increase  to  the  estimated  J.O  percent. 

The  excessively  dry  condition  of  both  tc  '  and  subsoil  was  reported  to  have 
delayed  plowing  for  the  1947  crop.    A  continuation  of  unfavorable  vreather,  it 
was  believed,  may  have  an  adverse  effect  on  farmers'  intentions  to  increase 
cotton  acreage. 
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rrom  Spar tari"bui'g  Herald,  March  5  - 


SOUTH  CAEOLIl^A.  SEEiT  HOLDING  TOP  TMGE  POSITION  -  South  Carolina  can  hold 
her  1946>-gained  position  as  the  nation' s  Imo,  1  fresh  peach  producing  state,  pro- 
vided all  growers  cooperate. 

Meeting  in  Spartan"burg,   center  of  the  Palmetto  State's  peach  industry, 
praducers  heard  several  authorities,  including  Dr.  J.  C,  Dunegan,  pathologist, 
U,--S,  Department  of  Agriculture  Experiment  Station,  Beltsville,  Md»;  Dr.  Oliver 
I»  Snapp  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine,  Port  Valley,  Ga, ,  and  Entomologist  ¥,  C;,  Nettles  and  Horticulturist 
Roy  J,  Perree  of  Clemson  College, 

Yesterday  emphasis  was  upon, this  ''challenging"!  assertion!   "Clean  up. all 
the  state's  orchards,  eliminate  all  its  peach- destroying  pests  and  keep  the  pack 
standards  high  —  av  the  industry  will  perish,  ^ 

South  Carolina  growers  "can  continue  producing  the  most  and  the  fines.t  ■ 
fresh  peaches  grown  in  the  nation  if  they  will  keep  their  orchards  free  of 
pests  and  maintain  high  q.uality  pack  standards,"  Mr,  Hetties  said,. 

Prom  Birm.ingham  (Ala)  Age-Herald,  Mar,  5  -      .  '  .■. 

«:.;$2,62  WHEAT  _  Editorial  ~  IJheat  hit  ^2.62  a  "bushel  in  Chicago  Saturday! 
Washington  intim.ates  that  speculation  in  grain  futures  has  shot  the  price  up. 
Some  "brokers  answer  that  government  "buying  is  re3ponsi"ble  for  the  rise* 

The  wheat  crop  last  year  w.as  well  atove  1,100  million  "bushels.  Domestic 
needs  are  a'bout  550  million.  The  governmxent  is  planning  to  "buy  somewhere  hear 
400  million  "bushels  for  export  relief.  Besides,  moisture  conditions  for  this  • 
year's  crop,  particularly  in  the  Southwest,  are  excellent.  So  there  should  he 
enough  x-jheat  in  this  country  "to  meet 'all  demands. 

The  railroads'  "boxcar  shortage  is  the  cause  of  much  of  the  grain  squeeze* 
Polling  st^ck  is  in  a  more  ^.esperate  situation  than  during  the  war. 

But  there  is  a  great  responsi"bility  upon  private  "business  in  this,  price 
"boom.     It  asked  and  got  freedom  from  price  control.    The  government  does  not 
huy  grain  to  turn  a  profit.     There  is  no  excuse  for  the  pinching  of  America.h  con- 
sumers and  the  starving  aoroad  hy  a  '^shortage"  that  isn't  here, 

Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn)  Tri"bune,  Mar.  3  - 

BOSGAP  BOOITDOGGLE  ^  Editorial  -  March  wheat' hit  new  27-year  highs  twice 
last  week,   closing  at  $2,60  a  "bushel,  as  the  screjn'ole  was  on  to  get  delivery  on 
contracts,,. 

The  key  to  the  soaring  market  was  the  shortage  of  "boxcars,     Ca,rs  just  are 
not  availa"blo  in  this  area  to  move  the  grain  to  market.     This  situation  has 
"been  getting  worse  every  day.     More  elevators  were  "plug.ged"  v/ith  grain  in  this 
area  last  v;eek  than  in  many  weeks  previous. 

The  three  "northern  railroads  which  hanglo  quantities  of  the  grain  movement, 
reported  thay  had  less  than  60  per  cent  of  the  cars  they  own  on  their  tracks. 
The  railroads  are  pressed  not  only  "by  the  demand  for  wheat  "but  also  hy  the 
urgency  of  the  corn  situation,.   Hundreds  of  thousands  of  "bushels  of  corn  are,  in 
danger  of  "being  lost  completely  "because  ar)i3roaching  warmer  weather  is  molding  the 
crop  in  >s'tora,ge,     V/herc  arc  the  "boxcars?    East  of  Chicago  for  the  most  parte 
Heavy  shipments  to  the  east  have  drained  the  midwest  of  its  car  supply  and 
eastern  railroads  are  hf^lding  their  cars  for  their  own  use, 
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From  Se„cramento  (Calif,)  Bee,  ^%r.  1 

EnW  FOR  FAEiffiRS  -  Editorial  -  GongreGsman  Clifford  Hcpc  of  Kansas,  new 
chairman  of  the  houce  agriculture  committee,  long  ha?  advocated  a  narrov/er 
Spread  "between  what  the  farmer  gets  for  his. products  and  what  the  cor.samer  pays. 

His  activity  in  his  influential  post  thus  will  warrant  particular  attenr^ 
tion  "by  California  vineyard,   orchard  and  truck  crop  interests. 

Confronted  "by  the  cost  of  the,  long  haul  to  the  major  Eastern  and  I-iid— 
western  market  centers,   the  California  growers  often  are  "blamed  for  out  of  line 
price  quo tations  ."beyond  their  control. 

And  there  is  little  promise,   other  than  through  congressional  action, 
that  they  will  not  "bo  the  target  of  more  undeserved  criticism.     The  removal  of 
ceilings  v/ill  "be  a  1947  factor,  as  will  the  recently  increased  railway  freight 
rates, 

darrent  reports,  however,   say  Hope  has  a  sta"bilization  plan  "based  upon 
his  own  findings  and  information  supplied  "by  farm  organizations, 

A  legislative  program  he  will  propose  is  undisclosed  as  yet  "but  will  "be 
reviewed  "by  the  agriculture  committee  in  April,       •  . 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  Hope  lays  considcra'ble 
of  the  price  spread  to  what  he  term^s  v/aste  and  inefficiency  in  transportation, 

From  Shrcvoport  (la,)  Times,  i'lar,  3  - 

!EIi-'IB3R  lElALTH  _  Editorial  -  Up  to  recently,  East  Texa-ns  had  no  exact 
figures  on  the  value  of  the  annual  crop  of  lumber  and  other  wood  products  in 
that  region.     Estimates  ranged  as  low  as  $50,000,000,  ■'   '  _ 

But  a  survey  conducted  "by  the  East  Texas  Cham"ber  rf  Commerce  industrial 
department  revealed  that  in  1946  the  value  of  the  crcsp  was  $135,000,000,  It 
disclosed,  further,   that  of  10,090,000  acres  of  privately  owned  tim"ber  land  in 
the  area,  56  per  cent  is  in  small  ownerships  of  3,000  acres  or  less  "belonging 
to  53, 618  farmers  and  other  small  owners. 

The  figures  point  to  the  greatness  of  tim"bGr  a-s  a  resource  in  all  this 
Southwest  region.     Its  value,  widely  dispersed  as  to  ownership,  v/ill  increase 
in  coming  years  as  the  demand  for  tim"ber  grows. 

From  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  Mar,  7-  .  ■ 

KELP  FOB.  FARiuCRS  -  Editorial  -  A  continued  shortage  of  farm  la"bor.  has  led 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  continue  the  program  of  granting  temporary  per- 
mits for  "bringing  field  workers  from  Mexico  and  the  Vest  Indies.     Last  summer 
absut  80,000  such  la"borers  came  to  the  United  States,  and  were  an  invalua"blc 
help  in  harvesting  and  picking.     They  do  not  displace  American  la"bor,  for  there 
are  too  few  ncitive  Americans  who  are  looking  for  that  kind  of  work. 

Farm  machinery,  now  in  greater  supply,   is  helping  to  make  po^si'blc  larger 
crops  with  fewer  hands  in  the  field. 

Conditions  a"broad  indicate  that  again  this  year  the  world  will  need  all 
the  American  farmers  can  produce.     The  potato  surplus-  is  an  exception  whihh 
should  not  mislead  Americans  to  thinlc  thc;  world' s  food  crisis  is  not  a.cute» 
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From  I'fall  Street  Jourt^l^v,  MkrcJ>^7  - 


PRICE  PROBLEtl-v^URVEY  SKO^.AS  LITTLE  HOPE  I'DR  TIDE  CUTS  TASHINGTON 
VANTS-l'ashington  is  primed  for  imi'ieo.iate  price  slashing;  most  of  industry  is 
not . 

A  concerted  campai:2n  is  on  in  the  Capital  to  squelch  what  are  deem.ed 
renewed  threats  of  an  i.nflationary  flare-up.    Business  leaders  have  been  in 
to  hear  the  Government's  arguments — to  see  an  accusing  finger  pointed  especially 
at  the  prices  of  steel,  te>-tiles  and  paper.    Yesterday  the  keep-prices-dora 
program  blossomed  at  highest  levels. 

President  Truman  commended  International  Harvester  and  Ford  for  their 
recent  price  cuts.    He  indicated  the  vdsh  that  other  industries  and  business  would 
follow  suit^  Secretary  of  Treasury  Snyder,  a  fev^  moments  later,  went  one  step 
further^    He  said  he  has  been  given  indicotions  other  price  reductions  in  basic 
industries  are  being  seriously  considered, 

A  coast-to-coast  survey  of  a  wide  variety  of  "basic"  and  other 
industries  by  The  Viall  Street  Journal  yesterday  failed  to  give  liiUch  comlort 
to  hopes  of  a  wave  of  voluntary  price  slasiiing. 


CORN  REFINERS  R.MSE  PRICES  OF  PRODUCTS-Leading  corn  refiners  have 
advanced  prices  18  to  30  cents  a  hundred  pounds  on  several  products  in  line 
with  the  higher  prices  for  cash  corn. 

Corn  Products  Refining  Co.,  and  %nick  p-.  ^ord  Ltd.,  have  posted 
the  follovdng  increases  on  hundred  pound  quantities j  Corn  s^-'rur.^  unmixed, 
25  cents;  corn  sugar,  25  cents;  starches,  bagged  and  barreled,  30  cents;  dextrine 
and  gums,  30  cents. 

In  addition  Corn  -Products  has  advanced  dextrose  If  cents  a  hundred 

pounds , 


IIEN'S  SUT.TS  get  lighter.    The  average  T^rinter  garment  vras  m.ade  of 
wool  fabric  weighing  IG  ounces  a  yard  10  years  ago,  says  ^art,  Schaffner  &  Marx. 
Present  average  weight:    14  ounces  a  yard.    Improved  heating  of  homes,-  offices 
and  even  autos  is  the  reason  for  the  lighter  suiting,  says  the  clothing  firm. 


POTATO  E^-PORTS-Lashin^T-bon-Exports  of  surplus  1946  cronptatoes  may 
exceed  17  million  bushels,  according  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Through  mid  March  approxim.ately  3  million  bushels  had  been  shipped 
the  announcement  said.    Contracts  calling  for  shipment  of  6  million  bushels 
mbre  .la-ve  been  completed  and  negotiations  are  m  process  for  the  movement  of 
another  2  million  bushels.    In  addJ.t^.on  to  tnese  v^uantioies,   uhe  Agriculture 
Department  is  luying  6.5  million  busnels  oi  top  graae  ^.otatoes  in  Maine  and 
North  Central  States  for  sale  to  the  ^.niiy. 
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Frora  New  York  Horald  Tribune,  March  27  - 

TEAMSTERS  BACK  IIILK  STRIKES  Ih  LOUI.SlxJu.j  a.F.L.  TRUCK  BOYCOTT  TOLi.Y 
TO  HELP  DAIRY  F/JilERS  STOP  ^'EV  ORLE/J'S  S'TPLY-rjiiite,  La.-  A  teansters'  boycott 
was  ordered  tonight,  backin  t  w  a  dairy  famers'  strike  to  ston  the  flov:  of 
milk  into  Ne?'  Orleans , 

The  Internatiaisl  Brotherhood  03"  T^anster^s ,  an  affiliate  of  the  ijnerican 
Federation  of  "^abor,  declared  the  boycott  effective  tomorro""  on  all  service 
to  stores  handling  milk  from  dairies  affected  by  the  strike.    One  official  said 
the  boycott  would  extend  to  ships  in  port  at  ^''ev,^  Orleans. 

Striking  farmers  prepared  for  intensified  efforts  to  halt  mi"'-k  trucks  end 
trains,  although  state  police  patrolled  highv"ays  vdth  orders  to  keep  the  roads 
open. 

T^ie  principal  issue  in  the  two  day  old  strike,  in  ivhich  armed  men  have 
dumped  thousands  of  gallons  of  milk,  is  a  price  but  by  New  Orelans  dairies, 
The  dairies,  ihich  had  been  paying  farmers  o$.75  for  100  pounds  of  milk  of  4- 
percent  butterfat,  reduced  the  rate  to  $5.20. 


iJlGENTINA  BI^.S  CEILING  T  KEAT-London-An  informed  source  said  ^.rgentina 
told  the  International  ''heat  Conference  today  she  mil  not  accept  a  ceiling 
price  on  her  wheat  exports  unless  countries  from,  v/hich^e  bu3'"s  manufactured  goods 
agree  to  put  ceilings  on  those  prices. 


JAPillESE  CLOTH  OF  U.S.  CuTTui:  oOLi.  To  SwLLElM-i-vrrangehLents  have  been 
completed  for  the  sale  to  S^-'eden  01  Japanese  cotton  textiles  maae  from 
American-loaned  cotton  and  sold  through  an  iimerican  government  agency  acting 
for  the  occupation  forces,  it  iias  learned  here  yesterday.    The  initial  sale 
of  10,000,000  meters  (approximately^  9,150,000  yards)  for  delivery  in  I'.ay  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  made  at  nrices  about  20  to  25  percent  under  comparable 
American  constructions , 


Y'HEELER  IF.'.DS  U.S.  UIIIT  FOR  VORLD  TOOL  R'RLEY-l/ashington-Under  Secretary  of 
State  Dean  ;.cheson  designated  today  Leslie  A.  liTieeler  to  head  the  five  man  Urited 
States  delegation  to  a  thirteen  nation  wool  conference  in  London  beginning  !'"arch 
31.    Mr.  Lheeler  is  director  of  the  Agriculture  Department's  foreign  agricultural 
relations.    The  conference  will  study  problems  of  vraol  production,  consuipption 
and  trade o 

I'leanwhile,  the  House  Agriculture  Gonimittee  approved  a  resolution  continuing 
the  domestic  vrool  price  support  program  until  the  end  of  19Z^^. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  huge  stocks  it  has  on  hand,  the  measure  mil 
allow  the  Commodity  Credit  "^orp.  to  sell  its  wool  at  belovr  the  parity  price 
wha.ch  on  Feb.  I5  was  40.4  cents  a  pound.    The  sup'-ort  price  will  remain 
betv;een  41.6  and  42.4  cents  a  pound,  v.^here  it  has  been  since  the  buying  pro.gram 
began  in  1943. 
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Prora  Minneapolis,  (Miss)  Tribune,  iiarch  20  -    .,  ...      .      .  , 

DANGER  SEEN  IN  ^3  TTEAT-t  ^mSI  PDLLOt'S  BOOJV  FAPi'IERS  ARE  ^  'ARNED- Farmers  are 
not  happy  that  wheat  vrent  to  $3  a  bushel  in  Chicago,  National  Farmers  Union  ,• 
leaders  meetin-;  in  St.  Paul  Trere  told  '''fednesday . 

Speakers  in  close  touch  v/ith  the  nation's  economy  warned  of  the  "inflationary 
signs  Tfhich  include  high  wheat  prices,"  and  expressed  fear  that  it  might  presage 
the  "bust  following  the  boom." 

"The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  farmer  Tri.ll  have  to  think. again 
about  measures  to  improve  marketing  and  maintain  food  and  fiber  consumption  in 
this  country  and  abroad,"  Frederick  T:..^,augh,  agricultural  economist  for  the 
National  Council  of  Economic  Advisors,  declared.  ■.     ■  . 

"Already  in  these  prosperous  United  States  there  are,  growing  signs  of 
deficiencies  of  purchasing  power  in  the  hands  of  consumers,"  he  said. 


From  Des  Moines  (Iowa)  Register,  iiarch  20  - 

GROVilNG  RISK  IN  GRAIN  SPECUWriOM-Eciitorial— ^he  Goimaouity  L>.chan-e  Aoriiinis- 
tration  thinks  that  the  grain  e:xhanges  should  require  at  least  25  percent 
margins  in  order  to  curtail  speculation  in  grain.    Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Anderson,  meanvfhile,  has  Tra.rned  that  "specualtion.  is  talking  ; loud  in- the  wheat 
market,"  and  has  cautioned  people  against  dabbling  in  grain  futures. 

The  grain  exchanges  Coriiplied  "vn.th  the  .government  request  early  this  week, 
but  the  action  didn't  mean  much  because  brokers  already  were  requiring  margins 
about  that  high. 

Tlien  grain  prices  move  up  slnarply  over  a  period  of  a  few  months,  many 
non-professional  speculators  are  attacted  into  the  market.    Frequently  these 
"lambs"  are  o^uite  cleanly  "shorn"  before  they  get  out. 


From  Boston  (l  ass.)  Globe,  March  18  -  ■ 

UNSETTLED  i'lARKET-Editorial-The  exchange  in  which  future  yields  of  grain 
are  bought  and  sold  have  often  been  regarded  as  the  cause  of  fluctuating 
prices  of  important  foods.    Now  comes  'i.alter  Scott,  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Commodity  Exchanges  and  Allied  Trades,  Inc.,  to  present  another 
view. 

He  declares  that  the  situation  is  of  the  government's  oym  making,  instead  of 
being  "speculation  talking  loud  in  the  ivheat  market,"  as  recently  charged  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

It  used  to  be  that  supply  and  demand  and  the  weather  were  tlie  factors  to' 
Y/atch,    Not'  there  has  com.e  government  price  support  and  also  government  :jurchase 
for  export,     -^oth  look  uncertain  to  those'  who  grow  T/heat  and  also  to  those  vao 
deal  in  it,    Mr,  Scott  points  out  how  the  government  announced  last  No vonber 
that  its  purchase  for  relief  had  been  coi.iplete,    'j-hen  the  Goriauodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion announ.ced  that  it  vrould  support  wh^at  on  the  basis  of  ;;^1,'&8  a  bushel  for 
shipment  in  May.    Now  there  is  a  nev;  decision,  no  more  wheat  is  to  be  shipped 
in' May  and  June,  but'  flour  is  to  be  purchased.    Guessing  vrhen  dollars  are 
involved  tries  the  nerves ,        settled  noli cy  would  relieve,  the  strain. 
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From  the  Oklahoma  City,  (Okla,)  Oklahoman,  March  18  - 


TITEY  DON'T  FACE  THE  FACTS-The  U,Sc  Demrtment  of  Agriculture  a  few  days 
ago  announced  "plans  for  supporting  Drices  of  the  19-47  potato  crop  as  required 
by  the  Steagall  amendment,"  under  p^A, 

It  will  be  painfully  recalled  that  under  a  similarly  elaborate  system 
in  194-6  there  was  a  surplus  of  100,000,000  bushels  of  potatoes,  costing  the 
taxpayers  ''^SO  millions  in  price  supoorts,  and  the  potatoes  rotted  because  they 
couldn't  be  moved  to  where  they  were  needed « 

Anyone  who  cares  to  look  up  the  statistics  of  the  AAA  "crop  control  and 
benefit"  plan  of  the  late  1^30 's  knows  that  all  farms  were  photographed  from 
the  air  and  maps  made,  at  a  huge  cost,  and  penalties  were  imposed  to  "control" 
croos,  and  yet  the  yields  were  larger  under  "crop  control"  than  under  the  former 
free  system — also  the  prices  were  lower  to  the  farmer. 

Despite  the  perfectly  obvious  failure  of  AAA  or  ^MA  actually  to  control 
crops _^  the  vast  USDA  bureaucracy  plunges  blindly  ahead  as  if  it  were  working. 

So  now,  again,  comes  along  list  of  rules  and  reg-ulations  on  "potato  crop 
control, "  so  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  there  will  be  another  huge 
surplus,  or  possibly  a  short  crop  due  to  the  weather,  coupled  with  a  newlj^  an- 
nounced policy  of  forcing  potatoes  into  states  of  low  yeild. — an  example  of  the 
"ever-abnormal  granary"'  v/hich  has  afflicted  American  agriculture  ever  since 
"".Vashington  has  been  trying  to  run  it  t  -Editorial- 


From  Peoria,   (Ill«)  Joiirnal-Transcript,  j''?arch  19  - 

CORN  URGED  AS  SOURCE  OF  MOTOR  FUEL-Use  of  corn  in  the  manufacture  of  al- 
cohol for  motor  fuel  could  reduce  the  largest  surplus  of  that  grain  the  country 
has  ever  known,  according  to  Drc        E,  Hilbert,  director  of  the  Northern  Regional 
Research  Laboratory c 

Speaking  before  the  agricultural  committee  of  Peoria  Association  of  Com- 
merce Tuesday  night.  Dr.  Hilbert  said  alcohol  is  the  best  fuel  for  m.otor-driven 
equipment  and  can  be  used  in  the  pure  state  or  as  a  mixture  with  gasoline. 

Elaborating  on  the  subject,  "New  Uses  of  Farm  Products  and  Farm  Wastes," 
the  laboratory  head'  said  30-cent-a-bushel  corn  could  be  used  for  manufacture 
of  pure  alcohol  for  motor  fuel  at  a  price  motorists  could  afford  to  pay,  and 
that  dollar  corn  could  be  used  for  a  5  percent  blend  with  alcohol  and  not 
increase  price  of  gasoline  more  than  tvro  cents  a  gallon. 

Dr,  Hilbert  suggested  four  ways  in  which  farm  surpluses  may  be  reduced, 
probably  by  a  combination  of  all  four.     These  were  restricted  pi'oduction, 
conversion  of  the  surpluses  to  feeding  animal  stocks,  exportation  and  conversion 
to  industrial  uses . 


From  Denver,   (Colo„)  Post,  March  19  - 

SHOOTING  THE  MOON-Three-dollar  v^heat  and  "^2  corn— not  the  moon— are  targets 
at  which  American  farmers  have  been  shooting  this  year,    Tuesday  they  hit  the 
*3  ^vheat  mark.    And  who  knows  but  that  they  v^ill  be  as  successful  on  corn'' 

The  ft3<.05  wheat  price  reached  on  the  Chicago  market  Tuesday  was  the  highest 
in  30  years  and  marked  the  second  time  in  the  ninety-nine  years '  history  of  the 
Chicago  exchange  that  wheat  had  passed  the  l3  mark,    March  corn  reached  3/4 
on  Monday.     That  was  the  highest  since  the  ^1^97  lA  .peak  in  May,  1920. 

Increased  foreign  demand  is  the  Department  of  Agriculture  explanation  for 
skyrocketing  grain  prices.    Last  August,  American  wheat  exports  for  the  fiscal 
year  of         were  estimated  at  267  million  bushels. Now  this' figure  has  been  raised 
to  350  millions,    T'fhat  concerns  the  nost  people  in  rising  wheat  prices  is  the 
effect  upon  price  of  bread,  f Editorial)  '  USDA  6l5-/,7-4 


^  iZ?/  ^  DAILY  FiiPJ'I  NET.^S  DI GEST  T^  S .  DEP/iR OF  x.GPJ  C  UI .TIJRE  ■ . ■ 

(For  inarch  26,  19^7)  Office  of  InforTn£.tion 

shin.'^ori  25,  D.C. 

(The  neiTspapers  and  magazines  from  vhich  these  agricii.ltural  items 
are  taken  are  on  file  in  Press-  Service,  Room  ^XIm.>  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at 
6031)   •  ,  . 

From  Me\7  York  Times,  llarch  26  -  -    ^  ■ 

CITY  GOUiK:iL  ASKS  FOOD  PRICE  INQUIRY;  RESOLUTION  CaLLS  ON  CONGRESS ^ 
TO  DETERJ'INE  IF  HIGH  COSTS  ;JIE  R'^SULT  OF  CONSPIRACY-A  resolution  calling  ' 
upon  Congress  to  investigate  the  "all-time  high"  level  of  food  prices  was 
adopted  unanimously  yesterday  by  the  City  Council, 

Joseph  T.  Sharkey,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council,  TitHo  Y'as  sponsor 
for  the  resolution,  said  he  hoped  the  Council's  action  rrould  "bring  a  general 
outcry"  from  other  parts  of  the/tnat-  rrould  "get  something  done."  Because 
of  the  "outrageous  prices  being  charged  for  common  foodstuffs,"  many 
children  are  being  deprived  of  the  necessities  of  life,  he  asserted. 

The  average  American  vrants  to  knoi.^,  the  resolution  said,  wiy  the 
excessive  prices  are  alloT.red  to  Continue  and  "vrhether  it  is  the  result  of 
a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  selfish  groups  a.n  the  food  industry  or  the 
result  of  numerous  food  shipments  abroad." 


D;JRY  FARl'  strike  ENFORnED  BY  RTFI.ES-Amite, La  .-Dairy  farmers  of 
Louisiana's  "Florida  parishes,"  an  area  vhich  once  fought  a  successi"ul- 
rebellion  against  Spain,  went  out  vith  rifles  and  shotfruns  today  to  enforce 
a  strike  against  a  decline  in  the  price -of  milk. 

Bands  of  farmers,  many  of  them  armed,  seized  at  least  eight  tank 
trucks  and  emptied  about  50,000  gallons  of  milk  into  ditches.  There  were 
no  reports  of  personal  violence,  < 

Distributors  in  New  Orleans,  principal  outlet  for  the  milk  produced 
in  the  area,  estimated  the  city's  supply  would  be  cut  in  half  if  the 
strike  continued.    The  State  capital  of  Baton  Rouge  and  several  other 
cities  are  expected  to  be  similarly  affected. 

Spokesmen  for  the  farmers  said  that  arrangements  were  being  made 
to  assure  adequate  milk  supplies  for  hospitals  and  other  public  institutions. 


RISE  IN  JffLK  PRICE  SOUGHT  FOR  F/HHERS-Revision  of  the  formula  by 
which  the  farm  price  of  milk  for  this  area  is  computed  was  advocated  yesterday, 

Spokesmen  for  dairymen  who  produce  most  of  the  city's  milk  supply 
also  requested  increases  to  farmers  for- their  milk  next  summer  and  fall. 
The  suggested  advances  would  amount  to  a  rise  of  2  cents  a  quart  in  the 
retail  price. 

A  hearing  was  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture, 

C»RRENT  SERIAL  U^U 
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From  Nev:  York  Times,  March  26  - 

STUDIES  UrrDER  ';,.-.Y  FOR  CHOP  IWSUloJjCE-"washington-Mi  intensive  review 
of  the  Federal  crop  insurance  pro^^rai.i  is  under  M&y  in  preparation  for  a  shov:- 
dovm  whether  or  not  it  will  have  any  future  under  the  Aj^riculture  Appropria- 
tions Bill, 

Involved  in  the  hearinf-^s  before  the  Appropriations  Conmittee  will 
te  a  $25,000,000  grant  to  cover  the  rest  of  the  19^6  crop  obligations, 
due  to  cotton  losses,  as  well  as  the  194-7-48  appropriations  for  next  year's 
Y/heat,  flax  and  cotton  crops,  and  sone  corn  and  tobacco  coverage, 

Gus  Geissler,  manager  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation 
said  today  that  his  recommendation  as  to  the  future  program  varied  b^- 
crops,  ■  For  wheat  and  flax,  he  held,  it  would  be  necessary  to  discontinue 
insurance  only  in  the  areas  vrhere  the  farm  income- came  chiefly  from,  some 
other  crop.    He  advocated  confining  cotton  insurance  in  general 'to  those 
areas  in  which  it  is  indicated  ?/e  can  operate  a  successful  progran," 


From  N.Y,  Journal  of  Comjnerce,  March  26  - 

TURPEKTIWE  PRICE  GOES  BELOT'  PililTY;  97C  QUOTED  IN  S;.V;j^NAH  Iv'L'.RKET— 
SUPPORT  PLAN  IS  DELATED-fashiington-The  Government  will  not  begin  formulating 
a  1947  price  support  program  for  turpentine  at  least  until  April,  despite 
a  drop  in  the  Savannah  m.arket  to  more  than  5c  below  the  March  parity. 

Turpentine  dropped  to  97c  at  Savannah  today  after  varying  around 
$1  during  the  past  week.    The, March  parity;,-  set  the  Department  6f  ^agriculture 
on  the  basis  of  farmers'  costs  during  February,  is  $1,021  a  gallon  at 
Savarjiah, 


SUGAR  DEiAiro    -Refined  su^^ar  demanq  is  improving  and  is  expected 
to  broaden  further  as  the  nev/  stan^p  No,  11  becomes  valid  on  ^(.pril  1,  Only 
five  days  remain  for  Congress  to  act  on  sugar  legislation.  Rationing, 
otherv.dse,  expires  automatically  on  March  3I, 


CCC  B;.CK  IN  M.\RKET-Chicago  grain  futures  finish  with  a  display  of 
strength  follomng  reports  that  CCC  has  rentered  the  market,  p^orchasing 
new  crop  wheat  in  the  Southwest,    Earlier  trading  had  been  nervous,  with 
some  declines  noted. 


From  lall  Street  Jo  rnal,  March  26  - 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  VOTES  TO  REI'Ii'JN  OPEN  SATURDAYS  THIS  SUll'iER-Chicago-A  negative 
decisi  ^n  was  reached  yesterdaj^  by  directors  of  the  Cliicago  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
question  of  closing  the  grain  department  on  Saturdays  during  the  sunmier  months. 

The  fact  that  grain  growers  and  country  shippers  work  on  Saturdays, 
the  shortage  of  box  cars,  j.iossible  demurrage  charges,  and  the  chance  of  grain 
deteriroating,  especially  during  the  hot  T/eather,  furnished  the  background 
for  the  decision. 
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From  Rockford,  (111.)  Star,  March  19  - 

FARITERS  Ri.P  PRICE  HIKES,  td  VHEAT :  FEiiR  RECESSION-hI though  little 
?rheat  is  grovm  in  the  Rockford  area,  V'innebago  county  farmers  yesterday 
Y/atched  prcies  for  grain  soar  to  ^'3  a  bushel  and  many  shook  their  heads 
in  opposition  to  price  increases  they  fear  Y/ill  cause  another  postwar 
economic  crisis ,  , 

Farm  Adviser  Henry  R=  Brunnemeyer  said  a  majority  of  farmers  don  t 
vrant  prices  to  get"  out  of  line. 

"farmers  shake  their  heads  when  they  hear  and  read  aoout  price 
increases  because  they  realise  that  eventually  consumers  are  going  to  stop 
buying  and  that  resistance  mil  be  reflected  in  an  unstaole  economy  and 
lower  market  rates,''  Brunnemeyer  declared. 

"Hopes  for  a  level  economy  are  e.. pressed  uy  iarmers  because  they 
know  that  sooner  or  later  the  price  pendulum  is  goxng  to  smng  the  other 
way.    Most  of  them  just  hope  it  doesn't  go  too  far." 


From  Indianapolis,  (Ind.)  Star,  Tfarch  19  - 

OLD  RELIABLE  SUPPLY  AND  DEI LVND-Editorial-l  "heat  Trent  to  f->3.05  on  the 
Chicago  futures  market  yesterday.    If  any  Hoosier  farmer  had  had  wheat 
on  hand  to  bring  to  the  Indianapolis  marlcet  he  would  have  received  ''''2.7$ 
a  bushel.  No  telling  what  he  might  get  today  or  tomorrov/. 

But  whatever  the  price  may  be,  the  ,gi''ower  knows  he  is  not  indebted  to 
AiiA,  OPA  or  any  other  relic  of  the  New  Deal  daj^'S .    He  is  not  being  paid 
for  plowing  under  a  third  of  his  crop.    Nor  is  he  getting  a  subsidy  for 
ifceat  he  did  not  raise. 

There  may  be  some  juggling  on  the  market,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
wheat  is  worth  $2^75  to  the  Indiana  farmer  because  of  demand  and  shortage 
of  available  supply.    That  price  is  what  it  is  worth  to  buyers,    -^t  is 
the  old  reliable  law  of  supply  and  demiand  in  operation. 


From  Leirfiston,  (Me.)  Sun,  March  18  - 

BONUS  FOR  F>.Ri:ERS-Editorial-The  Republican  party  can  hardly  expect 
to  escape  the  charge  of  double  talk  on  the  matter  of  government  economy 
when  one  group  vows  economies  rurjning  up  to  live  or  six  billiun  dollars 
while  another  acts  in  the  opposition  direction. 

One  of  the  most  glaring  recent  examples  oi  goveriauent  extravagance 
and  subservience  to  political  pressure  was  the  spectacle  furnished  by 
the  Senate  jlgriculture  committee,  controlled  of  course  by  the  Republicans, 

in  voting  Saturday  to  give  corn  and  wheat  farmers  a  bonup  that  m.ay  cost 
the  Treasury  up  to  a  billion  dollars. 

If  this  bill  passes,  which  we  fervently  hone  is  not  the  case,  a  big 
proportion  of  the  savings  the  GDP  hopes  to  make  in  President  Truman's 
1948  budget  v/ill  go  by  the  board. 
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Fron  San  ;ntonio  (Tex)  Express,  L'arch  17- 

SOUl'ID  COUNSEL  HROl'  COTTON  PRODUCTION  COM  ITTEE-Editorial-To  mit  this 
State's  cotton  industry  on  its  feet  again,  Texas  farmers  should  increase 
their  Dlantings  irora  last  year's  5  million  to  at  least  7  million  acres. 

It  is  even  more  important  that  farmers  strive  to  increase  the  yield 
per  acre.    Last  year,  on  the  average,  it  took  three  acres  to  produce  one 
baloo    As  a  result,  Texas  harvested  its  shortest  crop  since  1889 — only 
about  1,700,000  bales,    -"^or  1947,  let  the  grovrers  set  their  mark  at  a 
half  bale  to  the  acre.    Even  that  yield  would  fall  considerably  belov'  the 
South  T/ide  average. 

Certain  older  cotton  States — ^fviississippi  and  Georgia,  for  examples — 
have  made  land  wlu-ch  has  been  in  cultivation  far  longer  than  the  Texas 
Blacklands  yield  almost  a  bale  to  the  acre.    Systematic  soil  building 
obtained  that  result.     Farmers  sov/ed  legumes  for  vj-fnter  cover  and  plowed 
uirler  the  croj.  for  green  manure,    Texans  profitably  m.ight  adopt  that 
course  c 


P'rom  Grand  Rapids,  (liich.)  Herald,  karch  18  - 

NEVER  TOO  OLD  TO  LE. JiN-Editorial-Twenty  t^vra  fanners  in  the  Sparta 
area,  finishing  "school"  this  week,  are  estimated  to  have  saved  ;i,;2,$00 
by  making  or  repairing  faim  tools  in  the  Sparta  Adult  Farm  Shop  during 
their  10  T/eek  course,  but  that  is  onljr  the  first  dividend. 

Like  others  in  previous  classes  and  sti.ll  more  ^n  future  classes, 
they  mil  take  v/ith  them  the  "know  how"  of  shop  work  that  i-all  save  them, 
more  dollars  and,  more  important,  prevent  farm  losses  by  keeping  their 
machinery  in  tip  top  shapes 

But  even  more  than  the  finanical  saving  and  monetary  .^^ain  ■"i  ll  be 
the  satisf .■■ction  of  havi.ng  new  skills  and  the  fun  they  seem  to  hc?ve  had 
in  working  and  learning  together. 


From  i.ichita,  (Kan.)  Beacon,  March  18  - 

EROSION  IS  TliF,  GREi.TEST  ROBBER  OF  KANSAS  SOIL-Editorial-Kansas  soil 
is  losing  ten  times  as  much  of  its  fertility  to  erosion  as  is  being 
required  for  the  production  of  crops.    This  v/arning  was  voiced  by  the  State's 
conservation  leaders  at  the  outset  of  their  meeting  which  opened  in  T'ichita 
Monday, 

Appropriations  for  the  expansion  of  conservation  v.ork  in  Kansas  is 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  In  st  of  ^^ansas'  present  urgent  needs.    The  most 
serious  Kansas  problem,  conservation  experts  say,  is  agriculture.    If  more 
money  is  not  provided  for  oonservationwork,  it  is  predicted,  from  3^000, uOO_ 
to  /4.,000,000  acres  of  land,  nov;  producing  grain  crops,  must  do  turned  back 
to  grass  land  to^ allow  it  to  recover  its  fertility. 

Erosion  of  Kansas  soil  is  proceeding  at  a  rate  tnat  if  combatted  as 
at  present  v/ill  require  6$  years  to  overtake,    ^n  the  last  year  it  was 
possible  to  treat  only  1,5  percent  ol  the  total  state  acreage  tliat  is  in 
need  of  treatment  for  erosion. 
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From  Not;  York  Tines,  March  20  - 

:  .     TRtmN  PROPOSES  KCPORT  RULE  STAND:.  ICESSAGE  SAYS  IT  IS  TOAL  TO  B/iK  , 
1:11  GK  PRICES  aPL  AID  COUIiTRIES  m  MUST  SAVE-Washington-Presiderit  Trman,  in 
a  message  to  Congress  today,  requested  extension  of  Govemm.ent  controls  over 
exports  for  a  year  beyond  the  present  expiration  date  of  J^une  30. 

I'Ir.  Tr\jman  declared  that  the  controls  should  be  continued  over  the 
export  of  products  in  critically  short  supply  here  and  abroad,    Tld's,  he 
said,  Txas  in  order  to  "protect  the  econcmjr  of  the  United  States  as  well  as 
to  discharge' our  int-Orha:tional  responsibilities," 

Specifically,  the  President  recommended  tnat'the  authoritj  derived  from 
the  Export  Control  Act  be  extended  fo¥  the  one  ^ear  period.    He  urged  Congress, 
to  act  promxptl^/  in  order  to  assure  continuity  01  control  operations  and 
■  because  "delay  Tfould  prove  unsettling  to  business  and  would  handicap  the  . 
planning  and  execution  of  our  food  and  other  export  pro,grans."  '•  '  ,  _ 


U.S.  RELIEF  ABROAD  FACES  TIGHT  CLUBS-Y.-ashington-The  administration's 
$350,000,000  program  for  American  relief  in  liberated  countries  was  released 
in  modified  form  today  to  the  House  for  its  action  after  three  weeks  of 
deadlock  in  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee, 

It  emerged  with  its  proposed  benefits  so  restricted  and  conditioned  as 
to  indicate  to  many  that  the  commttee  had  set  out  to  wite  a  new,  tough  foreign 
policy  of  its  own. 

Going  far  beyond  the  Administration's  draft  of  curbs  and  safeguards 
against  misuse  of  .'jnerican  beneficence,  the  completed  measure  i"ould  limit 
relief  to  food,  medical  supplies,  material  for  clothing,  fuel,  fertilizer, 
pesticides  and  seed.    If  "yrould  provide-  ^350,000,000  of  credits,  but  no  cash. 

To  receive  the  relief  aid,  a  liberated  country  would  be  req^uired  to 
sign  in  advance  an  agreeneilt  'tb' live  up'  to  rigdd  stipulations.  Violation 
of-  any  phase  of  such  an  agreement  vrould  leave  a  country  subject  to  imjaedi-ate 
cancellation  of  further  help  .    The  President  could  stop  a'  program  in  its 
tracks,  so  could  Congress « 


Tm.T  PRICE  OFF  ON  NOTICE  BY  US:  REi.CHES  10  CENT  A  BUSHEL  KllVilT  FOR  2D 
DAY-Chicago— T.heat  prices  plunged  downward  again  on  the  Board  of  Trade-  today, 
reaching  the  10  cents  a  bushel  pennissible  daily  limit  for  the  second  straight 
day  as  a  result  of  an  announcement  that  the  Governraent  Tifould  permit  cash 
wheat  in  the  Northwest  for  unobtainable  hard  winter  in  the.  Southwest  in  an 
effort  to  ease  the  market  situation. 

Closing  trades  on  wheat  futures  vrere  at  losses- of  9  to  10  cents,  Farch 
rallying  1  cent  from  the  low,  and  finished  at  f.2,77Tt,  or  27^  cents  under 
the  high  of  yesterday. 
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From  NeTf  York  Times,  March  20  — 

URGES  DUllPING  OF  FROZEN  K)ODS-San  Francisco-Dumping  of  quantities  of 
frozen  foods  on  the  market  vr&s  urged  before  U^OOO  members  of  the  frozen  food 
food  industry  here  todajr  as  the  Association  of  Frozen  Food  Packers  opened  its 
first  national  convention. 

Frank  E,-  Jercma,  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Seattle 
told  the  industry  to  curtail  production,  concentrate  on  fancy  merchandise  and 
to  educate  the  public  to  the  use  of  frozen  foods. 


From  Wail  Street  Journal,  March  20 

BIG  TI-IREE  Nations  set  I'ORLB  WHE/iT  prices,  but  iiRGENTTNA  BaLKS;  U.S. 
Canada,  AUSTRIAL  agree  on  $1.80  top,  $1,25  floor:  refusal  threatens  PaCT- 
London-Three  of  the  T'orld's  four  great  v^heat  exporting  nations  agreed 
yesterday  on  a  maximum  price  of  ^1,80  a  bushel  for  exported  bread  grr.in, 

Argentina  declined  to  go  along  with  the  Uuited  States,  Canada  and 
Australia,    An  informed  source  at  the  International  Imeat  Conference 
said  "Argentine  reluctance"  to  accept  an  international  agreed  price  for  her 
TT.^heat  exports  "may  torpedo  the  proposvid  world  wheat  agreemont," 

•The  United  States,  Canada  and  Austrs.lia  also  accepted  a  minimurr.  of 
II.25  for  exported  wheat.    The  $1^25  floor  and  the  %1J0  ceiling  on 
international  wheat  prices  were  proposed  by  the  international  ''/heat  Council 
in  Washington, 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  20  - 

Tm'iDERS  HIT  C^'^Ji  IN  COUkTER  ATTACK-Opposition  to  proposed  legislation 
granting  the  Com.modity  Exchange  Authority  control  over  margin  requirements 
in  futures  markets  developed  among  commodity  traders  yesterday. 

Frank  J.  Knell,  president  of  the  Ne^Y  York  Cotton  Exchainge,  said: 
"I  have  always  felt  it  best  for  the  E^xhanges  to  msely  regulate  themselves 
if  possible  rather  than  to  have  inflexible  regulations  im.posed  by  Goverrment 

Representatives  of  both  commission  houses  and  spot  firms  in  the  cotton 
market  expressed  distaste  for  the  attempt  of  Government  bureaucracies  to 
extend  their  powers  by  restricting  the  freedom  of  private  enterprise. 

The  CEA  itself  should  be  terminated  by  legislation,"  a  leading  cotton 
trader  said,  "Its  activities  now  are  simply  a  waste  of  public  money.  The 
few  reports  turned  outby  costly  Govorrcieint  organizations  could  be  issued 
by  private  clerical  personnel  at  less  than  one  percent  of  the  present  costs." 

An  official  of  the  Now  York  Cotton  Exchange  declared  that,  -v.hile  the 
CEA  couD-d  not  be  abolished  at  present.  Congress  should  avoid  increasing 
its  pov/ers.    Commercial  grain  interest  werw  mostly  aistur. bt-d  over  the  fact 
that,  although  CEA  margin  rules  would  not  bt,  aiiied  at  them,  they  would 
nevertheless  lead  to  a  corresponding  increase  for  margin  rules  on  trade 
accounts  as  well  as  on  speculative  accounts. 
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From  the  Boston  (Mass.)  Globe,  March  1^  - 

FOOD  ABROAD  AND  HOME  -  Editorial  -  With  annoim cement  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  that  this  country's  grain  exports  will  hit  a  total  of  400,000,000 
bu.  during  April,  the  inference  is  plain  that  government  buying  for  foreign 
relief  has  been  inaugurated  again  on  a  large  scale.     How  long  this  will  continue 
depends  upon  what  Congress  does  about  President  Truman's  latest  proposals. 

Will  this  mean  retraction  of  the  department's  recent  warnings  to  farmers 
that  a  recession  of  prices  is  in  prospect  later  this  year?    With  wheat  soaring 
toward  an  all-time  high  of  $3  a  bushel,  it  would  seem  reasonably  certain  that  a 
large  question  mark  should  be  written  over  the  future  for  agriculture,  at  least 
for  a  month  or  two.    Food  prices  here  at  hom-e  respond  to  the  boost  in  volume  de- 
mands f or  export , 

From  the  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  March  ih  - 

DAIRY  LEADER  SCORES  PRICE  PROP  LAXITY  -  The  department  of  agriculture's 
lack  of  a  definite  price  stabilizatior/4nnouncement  was  scored  Thursday  as  "an 
injustice  to  dairy  farmers"  by  Charles  W.  Holman,  Washington,  secretary  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Milk  Producers  federation. 

Speaking  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Land  0'  Lakes  Creameries,  Inc.,  Holman 
said  the  announcement  of  a  support  program  is  needed  "to  set  at  rest  the  wide- 
spread fear  of  a  drastic  price  collapse  and  to  permit  farmers  to  plan  their  year's 
operations . " 

To  the  milk  producer,  the  assurance  that  a  support  program  for  manufactur- 
ed dairy  products  at  adequate  levels  will  be  effective  is  more  Important  than  the 
price  itself,  he  said. 

"Such  action  by  the  department  of  agriculture  also  is  needed  to  balk  the 
apparent  program  of  some  individuals  to  buy  butter  cheaply  during  the  s-pring, 
create  an  artificial  shortage  and  then  sell  at  high  prices  next  fall,"  the  co- 
operative leader  declared. 


From  the  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  12  - 

PREDICT  RELIEF  TO  RULE  GRAIN  THROUGH  19^8  -  Washington  -  Foreign  demand 
will  remain  the  ruling  factor  in  wheat  and  other  grain  prices  at  least  through 
19^8,  government  officials  and  private  grain  representatives  believe. 

Boiled  doim,  this  means  the  United  States  can  produce  record  wheat  crops 
for  at  least  another  year  without  running  into  surpluses,  if  the  government  fol- 
lows the  relief  reconmendations  of  former  President  Herbert  Hoover  and  President 
Truman's  forthcoming  assistance  program  for  Greece  and  Turkey. 

Commodity  Credit  Corp,  purchases  in  the  current  crojfyear  have  ruled  the 
wheat  market,  and  despite  official  protests  that  the  agency  has  done  nothing  to 
run  up  prices,  private  grain  experts  believe  CCC  draining  of  southwestern  wheat 
supplies  in  January  is  directly  responsible  for  present  runaway  prices. 

From  the  Oakland  (Calif.)  Tribune,  March  10  - 

OUR  WOOL  PROSPECTS  -  Editorial  -  There  are  smiles  in  those  areas,  foothill 
and  lowland,  where  sheep  graze  in  California,  for  the  prospects  are  that  post- 
war demands  for  wool  will  be  hO  percent  greater  than  In  prewar  years .     Wool  grow- 
ing and  manufacturing  constitutes  one  of  the  nation's  four  greatest  industries, 
production  last  year  amounting  to  $1,425,000,000  and  in  the  picture  California  has 
definite  place. 
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"From  the  Shreveport  (La.)  Times,  March  8  - 

. - ,   THE  KIONOKTCS'  REPORT  -  Editorial  -  The  official  announcement  of  the 
hiireau  of  agricultural  economics  in  Washington^  published  in  The  Times  yesterday, 
that  a  l)usiness  recession  can  he  expected  late  this  year  is  one  of  those  things 
that  ^should  be  viewed  with  considerahle  suspicion. 

The  bureau  says  that  a  decline  of  15  or  20  or  maybe  25  percent  may  be 
expected  in  food  prices  and  that  .there  will  be  industrial  recession  because  of 
"the  declining  purchasing  power  in  the  hands  of  wage  earners." 

Both  statements  probably  are  true  literally  but  as  presented,  and  coupled 
together,  they  fail  to  even  dent  the  'surface  of  the  full  facts  in  the  economics 
involved. 

The  Times  has  stated  repeatedly  that  there  must  be  a  drop  in  food  prices  as 
a  whole.    Just  how  soon  it  will  come  is  impossible  to  state  but  it  is  plali>6ommon 
sense  that  the  food  inflation  of  the  present  cannot  continue  into  the  future  for 
any  great  length  of  time.    But  that  does  not  mean  recession.    It  means,  or  should 
mean,  a  general  levelling  off  that  will  bring  more  purchasing  power  for  the  con- 
sumer and  generally  steadier  conditions  for  everyone. 


From  the  Chicago  Sum,  March  ih  - 

THE  FREE  MARKET  AT  WORK  -  Editorial  -  Congress  has  now  sent  to  President 
Truman  the  bill  to  kill  off  what  remains  of  OPA  by  June  30.    It  is  an  appropriate 
time  to  reflect  on  who  was  right  and  who  was  wrong  in  the  great  debate  which 
ended  in  the  virtual  abandonment/6f  price  control  last  year.     The  typical  family 
struggling  to  make  ends  meet  can  take  little  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  had 
the  people  had  their  way  a  strong  OPA  would  still  be  on  the  Job.    But  the  nation- 
al experience  with  postwar  inflation  should  be  understood  and  remembered  as  a 
guide  to  the  future.    Next  time  Congress  may  know  better  whose  advice  can  be 
trusted. 


From  the  Des  Moines  (lowa)  Register,  March  13  - 

COMMODITY  CREDIT  STILL  NEEDED  -  Editorial  -  The  department  of  agriculture 
want  s  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  made  a  permanent  institution  under  a 
federal  charter.     The  CCC  is  charged  with  supporting  farm  prices  under  the 
Steagall  amendment  through  19^7  and  19^8,  but  it  is  also  the  agency  that  carried 
out  the  commodity  loan  programs  before  the  war. 

Since  the  Steagall  act  was  a  temporary  measure  to  ease  the  transition 
from  wartime  to  peacetime  conditions,  critics  of  the  department  of  agriculture 
believe  that  CCC  should  be  allowed  to  die  after  Dec.  31,  19^8.    But  this  over- 
looks the  permanent  nature  of  the  ever -normal  granary  program  of  crop  loans. 

Crop  loans    have  been  a  permanent  and  important  feature  of  farm  programs 
since  the  fall  of  1933.     Government  buying  of  farm  products  for  relief  distribu- 
tion has  been  carried  on  since  1935- 

Regardless  of  the  kind  of  farm  programs  developed,  they  almost  certainly 
will  involve  commodity  loans,  buying  and  selling.     Thus  it  would  seem  wise  to 
establish  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.  as  a  permanent  agency. 
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From.  Nei-:  York  Times,  March  25  -  • 

TRU!'i;iN  km  AIDES  SPEED  FOOD  RELIEF:  PRESIDENT.  SEES  CABINET  BOARD—SENATE 
GROUP  REPORTS  BILL  TO  EXTEND  EXPORT  POl.mS-T/ashington-President  .Truman 
spent  forty  minutes  today  rdth  his  Cabinet  Food  Committee'  reviewing  the 
world  food  crisis,  r  _  ' 

Attending  were  Clinton  P.  Anderson^Secretary  of  Agriculture^  \/.  Averell 
Harriman,  Secretary  of  Commerce^  Willard  Thorpe,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  Economic  Affairs,  and  Tracy  Voorhees,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Army's  food  program  in  occupied  areas. 

With  all  foreign  relief  appropriations  ne^rl;^'  expended  and  the  Second 
T/ar  Povj-ers  Act  due  to  expire  i'larch  31,  the  i^dmirdstration  is  approaching 
the  status  of  "no  funds,  no  authority,."  unless  Congress  acts, 

A  major  problem  is  the  continutihg  of  priorities  on  box  cars  to  com.plete 
the  great  ^  grain  export  pro.gram  to  needy  nations.    This  would  need  extensions 
at  once  of  rail  transportation  controls  under  Title  TTI  of  the  Second  War 
Powers  Act, 

That  Congressional  leaders  were  thinking  along  the  same  lines  became 
evident  later  in  the  day,  when  the    Senate  .  Judiciary  Committee  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  all  controls  under  Title  III  for  ninety  days ,    This  'vYould 
also  include  continued  allocation  of  foods  in  vrorld  short  sucply  through 
the  International  Emergency  Food  Council, 


I'OOD  INDEX  DROPS  Aa'JN:  BUT  PRICE  DECLINE  IS  SLIGHT— STILL  95%  ABOVE 
193g_\.jashingtonr-Retail  food  prices  vrere  0,8  percent  lower  in  the  middle 
of  Fetjruary  than  in  the  middle  of  'January,  the  Burea.u-  of  Lvabor  Statistics 
reported  today. 

This  was  the .third  consecutive  month  of  slight  decline,  bringing  the 
retail  food  price  index  3  percent  below  the  record  high  of  mid-November, 

Leading  price  decreases  were  6  percent  for  eggs,  4.  .percent  for  dairy 
products  and  1  percent  for  meats.    However^  the  index  still  stood  31  percent 
higher  tha.n  a  year  ago,  and  95  percent  higher  than  in  August,  1939. 


CPW.R1IES  liGLK  IS  TOO  HIGH:  'Lh  GUVilDI.^  TEi^i^S  HE^jilNG  PrixCE  SriuULD  BL  LESS 
HERE- Former  Mayor  Fiorello  H.  La  Guaraia  saia  ^tstyrday  tii^t  city  consumers 
should  be  paying  one  cent  a  quart  less  lor  milk.    -Me  also  maintained  that 
dairy  farmers  should  be  receiving  two  cents  a  quart  more  than  they  are 
getting', 

Mr,  i^a  Guardia  was  the  only  speaker  at  a  hearing  to  touch  upon  the  general 
issue  of  prices  at  the  session  called  bv  the  -oroduction  and  m.arketing  admin- 
istration of  the  United  States  Department  of  A.cfriciilture .AiDT^caring  as  "the 
unauthorized  spokesman  for  unorganized  consumers,"  Mr.  La  Guardia  contended 
that  the  consumer  "got  no  benefit"  from  the  decline  in  the  farm  price  of  milk 
Feb,  1  and  again  ^'^arch  1,    He  charged  that  the  reduction  "v/ent  into  the  pocket 
of  the  middleman,"  This  contention  was  denied  by  Edward  0.  Mather,  executive 
director  of  the  Milk  Dealers  Association  of  Metropolitan  New  York,  ^       Digest ^'^^ 
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From  Vail  Street  Journal,  March  25  - 

CORN  SPOILS  ON  ILLINOIS  •  FARMS  R)R  VaNT  OF  E0>  '  CARS  TO  MOVE  IT, -The 
deteriorating  grain  contains  a  lot  of  v.-'ater.    If  it  is  not  hustled  toward 
nwarkst^  r'  before  warra  weather  sets  in,  heaver  losses  will  r^^^sult.  Germination 
vj-ill  oegin.    And  it  mil  be  oi  no  use  to  corn  refiners  and  other  processors 
novj-.  begging  for  grain, 

A  lot  of  this  train-deserted  corn  is  being  raoved  by  truck.    But  the 
trucks  arenH  equal  to  the  job.    Available  trucks  can't  begin  to  replace 
lacking 'railroad  facilities, 
)  Another  corn  headache:    To  be  shipped    overseas,  this  grain  has^ to 

be  specially  dried  out  to  prevent  spoilage;  and  there  aren't  enough  drying 
facilities. 


I'.Iffii'iT  BUYING  BY  THE  CjOVERMIENT  I^'LiY  BE  RESIB'IED  SOON-Desrite  earlier 
promises  that  no  more  wheat  would  be  bought  until,  th'j  nev.^  cro^  comes  in, 
the  Agricultui^e  Department  may  be  bidding  for  the  grain  again  in  the 
near  future.    On  the  prospect  of  a  super  bumper  U.S.  harvest  of  1,2 
billion  bushels,  some  top  Government  officials  urge  more  buying.  The 
object:    To  maintain  hea.vy  exports  during  May  and  June. 

Agriculture  Secretary  Anderson  is  hesitant.    But  pressure'  from  above 
may  force  him  to  give  in.    If  so,  his  agents  will  be  buying  spring  v^heat 
in  Northwestern  states  for  shipment  through  the  Great  hakes  as  soon  as 
the  ice  is  out, 

Meanvfhile  Government  wheat  buying  has  already  so  "cleaned  out"  the 
South?rest  that  Texas-Oklahoma  flour  millers  are  trying  to  buy  wheat  in 
Dakotas , 


INDIAN  SmmR  OF  INPL-.TION  IS  PltOB..ELY  Cla-RTEL  IN  TOi;..Y'S  CUU..ODITY 
PRICES— Don't  expect  the  spurt  since  the  year  end  to  continue  much  longer. 
The  odds  are  against  such  a  course,    Thu  "Truman  Doctrine"  aoesnt  alter 
'this  prospect — unless  it  involves  far  greater  foreign  expenditure  than  any- 
thing yet  indicated. 

In  keenest  demand  for  fo^reign  aid  is  wheat,     -"^et  when  the  king  cereal 
recently  peeped  above  the  %^  a  bushel  level,  it  vas  slaoped  dovm  nearly 
30  cents  in  two  days,    Th?t  v:as  the  r^orst  tv^o  day  reheat  break  in  seven 
years,     (Erratic  grains  popped  up  again  yesterday.)    Hogs  have  had  some 
$2.50  clipped  from  their  recent  }id.gh  of  $30  a  hun-^red  pounds, 

Vath  vrholesale  stocks  of  canned  food  -well  above  a  year  ago,  food 
prices  face  the  im.pact  of  another  big  pack- this  spring  and  summer—though 
it  may  be  smaller  than  last  year's  pack.    And  food  prices  also  face  the 
ever  si7elling  flood  of  consumer  goods  snatching  at  the  ptiblic  dollar. 
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From  St,  Paul,  (liinn, )  Pioneer  Press,  liarch  17  - 

SOLOKS  SECRETLY  SIFT  GRi.IN  !i'JiT-v  asMnf^on-ilarket  speculations,' 
particularly  in  grains,  li^ive  raised  congressional  eyebrovfS  to  tlie  point  where 
one  coirirdttee  has  qui-jtly  been  investigating  the  matter  for  several  weeks 
it  was  learneci  here  exclusively  Sunday. 

The  House  food  investigation  coKiiuittee,  headed  oy  hep.  j^ndresen 
R.Minn,,  has  been  conducting  the  prooe.,  but  refuses  to  acknowledge  this  fact. 

Apparently  the  comrnittee  is  hoping  to  pin  down  certain  information 
already  made  available  to  members  of  the  comrndttee  and  then  vdll  order  an 
open  investigation  to  bust  speculative  practices  wdde  open. 

Apart  fromi  actions  federal  agencies  have  taken  to  curb  trading 
fever  in  commodity  futures,  the  subcommittee  of  the  House  agriculture 
corjnittee  has  carried  on  its  yjork  on  its  ov.ti  initiative.    Involved  are 
recent  speculations  in  both  grains  and  cotton. 


From.  Hartford,  (Conn.)  Tim.es,  March  17  -     '  ^ 

EXPERTS  TONING  DObl;  PREDIGTIOFS  OF  CRASH:  THINGS  liKI  BE  T..ORSE  FDR 
FARISRS  BUT  BIG  PROBUCTION  INDUSTRY  AJITICIPATED-Tashington-Government 
experts,  who  have  em.phasized  since  last  September  the  probability  of  a 
sharp,  drop  off  in  business  this  fall,  novr  are  beginning  to  walk  m.ore  softly 

Things  vrLll  be  worse  for  the  larmier,  they  have  predicted,  mth 
big  v.olum.e  production  in  industrjr  affording  m.ore  outlets  for  the  consumer 
dollar. 

The  Agriculture  Departmxcnt  has  been  am^ong  those  government  bureaus 
which  were  flying  economic  storm  signals. 

Nov:  its  Era-eau  of  Agricultural  Econom.ics  has  changed  its  tune — 
or   .at  least — softened  the  em.phasis ,  •  ■ 


Fromi  T'ichita  (Kan.)  Beacon,  laarch  16  —  ' 

VJCHITA  FARUKG  J^Ki  PROSPERITY  REVExtLED-The  American  farmer  today 
is  in  the  strongest  financial  position  in  30  years  and  farm  prosperity  is 
especially  noticeable  in  the  ".'ichita  trade  region,  Dr.  P.  H.  Stephens, 
director  of  research  for  the  Farm  Credit  A,dm.inistration  at  'fichita,  reported 
to  the  chanber  of  comjr.erce  Saturday-, 

Dr.  Stephens,  who  is  a  member  of  the  chamber's  agricultural  committee 
said  that  farm  mortgages  and  short  term  loans  by  fanners  are  only  about 
one  half  the  volume  follomng  the  first  bbrld  v.ar.    He  said  the  Y^hole 
agricultural  situation  "is  unusually  sound." 
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Erom  Louisville  (Ky)  Tines-March  17  -■ 

NOT  BAB  FABilNG-As  reported  by  the  LaGrange  Times,  .t-venty  nine  families 
?rho  purchased  their  Oldham  Count-^/  farms  through  the  Farmers  Home  /dministration 
averaged  in  19^6  $4,556  gross*      f  this'   thirty  trro  percent  v.'as  used  to 
pay  on  their  farm  purchase  loans.    The  rest  was  used  to  pay  off  other  debts, 
to  operate  the  farmi  and  the  home. 

The  average  family  in  this  group  had,  therefore,  about  ^^3,000  a  year 
on  VvThich  to  live. 

The  Oldham  figures  suggest  that  most  of  the  purchasers  of  farms  / 
through  FHa  knew  hovr  to  farm,  or  quickly  learned  how.  The  report  here 
referred  to  does  not  shovi  how  many  of  them  began  as  experienced  farmers. 


Prom  Sacramento,  (Calif.)  Bee,  March  \U  - 

BUYER  RESISTANCE  FORCES  Bn-ll  ,  pAC'^\GED  FOOB  PRTCES-Buycr  resistance 

has  caused  general  reductions  in  the  wholesale  prices  of  ca.nncd  goods  and 
packaged  foods  which  are  expected  to  be  passed  on  to  the  consumer  through 
retail  stores.    Thds  was  the  announcem.ent  today  of  v.holesale  f^rocers  of 
the  price  cuts  range  from  1  to  5  cents  or  m.ore  per  can  or  package,  and  from 
10  cents  to  5^1.50  per  "case, 

"The  buyer  resistance  is  quite  prevalent,"  one  wholesale  grocer  said, 
"and  I  personally  do  not  bl^joie  the  housev/ives.    They  have  been,  getting 
along  T.dth  lower  priced  gooas  and  this  automatically  vd.il  bring  down  the 
price  of  items  they  now  feel  are  too  high." 

He  revealed  his  wholesale  house  has  sutmitted  a  list  of  new  prices 
to  retailers  containing  283  items.    Of  these  26/+  are  listed  at  reduced 
figures  whereas  only  19  are  priced  higher  than  last  month.    The  latter 
are  m.ot,tly  wheat  items,  such  as  white  flour  and  some  corn  meal  and  wheat 
cereals , 


From  Buffalo,  (NY)  Courier-E>:press ,  March  19  - 

HOOF  AKB  MOUTH  BISE/ISE-Editorial-Cattle  groY:ers,  especially  in  the 
Southwest,  are  alarmed  at  the  spread  of  the  hoof  and  Fiouth  disease  in 
Mexico,    They  are  afraid  that  it  T/ill  spread  across  thu  xtio  Qranae, 
even  though  importation  of  cattlv:;  irom.  iUexico  has  been  oanncd,  Con^,ress 
has  authorized  the  Secretary  of  ^i.gricultui'e  to  spena  funas  to  help 
Mexico  eradicate  or  minimize  the  disease. within  its  oto  borders. 

All  consmers  in  the  United  States  should  be  alarmed  too.     If  large 
numbers  of  cattle  in  the  ^nited  States  have  to  be  slaughtered  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  hoof  and  mouth  disease,  meat  will  become  scarcer  and  meat 
prices  ever  higher. 

The  dj.sease  is  highly  contagious  and  difficult  to  suppress.    It  is 
hard  to  detect  in  its  early  stages,  and  infected  animals  r.ay  spread  it 
before  they  show  symptoms. 

Most  forms  do  not  caus-.  hea\'^^  mortality,  but  infected  animals  lose 
weight  and  ha\-e  to  be  refattened. 
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Ci  DAILY  FARM  NE"JS  DIGEST   ■  ,I^.S.  dSpARTIENT  Of^  AGRICULTURE 

(For  March  17,  1947)  -       ^  0^°®  °^  Information 

.,,-^»frakhington  25,  D.C. 

(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  whiCfT  these  agriciiltural  items  are 
taken  are  on  "file  in  Fress  Service,  Room  414A.     Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031) 

From  New  lork  Times,  March  17  -  .    ;  , 

25-yEAR  PLAU  ASKED  FOR  GREECE.  B^''  FAO-Tfashington-A  pertinent  report  on  the 
economic  crisis  in  Greece,  setting  forth  a  twenty  five  year  plan  for  her 
recovery  was  made  public  today  by  the  United  Nations  Fo.od  and  Agriculture 
Organization. 

The  report  calls  for:    An  initial  loan  of  $100,000,000  by  the  ^'Jorld  Bank 
for  the  present  fiscal  year.     A  special  United  Nations  Advisory  Council  for 
internal  assistance.    Vast  reconstruction  and  industrial  development  projects. 
A  stern  domestic  policy  toward  economy,  inflation,  taxes  and  other  problems 
of  ailing  nations.    Vigorous  efforts  bv  the  Greeks  themselves  to  regain  a 
favorable  position  in  world  trade. 


COSTS  FOR  FAFJEERS  KXPECTED  TO  RlSE^^'Jashington-Earmers  can  expect  costs 
to  take  a  larger  share  of  their  income  this  year,  the  Dcoartment  of  Agriculture 
said  tonight: 

"Long-term  debts  incurred  when  costs  and  incomes  are  high  will  become 
burdensome  as  prices  and  gross  incomie.  fall  off,"  the  agency  said. 

Farm  wage  rates  will  continue  at  1946  record  levels  for  some  time, 
the  department  forecast,  but  probably  will  taper  off  later  this  year.  The 
supply  of  farm  worke-rs  increased  in  1946  over  1945  and  a  further _ increase  is 
expected  this  year.  ,  • 


VAST  INCREASE  DUE  IN  LEATHER  SUPPLY:  RECORD  OUTPUT  O:^  HIDES  AND  CALF  SKS^S 
ON  '7vY  TO  TR.DS  SINCE  MEAT  DECONTROL-C  icago-A  big  increase  in  production  of 
shoes  and  other  leather  goods  in  the  next  few  months  were  predicted  by  stockyard 
sources  today  because  of  the  large  niomber  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  since 
the  meat  industry  i/.as  decontrolled  last  October. 

Production  of  hides  and  calf  skins  has  set  new  records  and  output  is 
expected  to  continue  high  throughout  the  year.  The  biggest  portion  of  the 
hides  has  not  yet  reached  the  shoe  manufacturers,  it  was  said. 


SAYS  HIGH  TARIFFS  PERU.  OUR  SYSTE'i;:  FOREIGN  POLICY  GROUP  URGES  FREER  TPJIDE- 
^'iJashington-The  Foreign  Policy  Association  said  tonight,  in  support  of  the  State 
Department's  world  trade  prooosals,  that,  the  United  States  would  lose  its  free 
enterprise  system  if  it  follovie'd  an  "economic  nationalism"  policy  of  high 
tariffs. 

A  report  prepared  by  Harold  H.  Hutcheson  of  the  association's  research 
staff  said  tariffs  must  be  scaled  down  with  capital,  labor  and  management 
shifted  to  production  which  did  not  need  the  protection  of  high  tariffs.  It 
suggested  that  subsidies  be  paid  persons  adversely  af^^ected  by  the  change. 


-2- 


From  New  Y.ork  Tj.mes,  llarch  17  -  •  ,  • 

(The  New  York  Times  of  today  carries  a  three  column  cut  on  Page  11 
showing  a  mountain  of  potatoes  dumped  at  Fort  Fairfield,  Maine.     The  caption 
reads:     A  Potato  Mountain  Rises  in  Maine.     The  Outlines  read:    At  Fort  Fairfield, 
in  the  heart  of  th-  potato  farming  region,  workers  are  dwarfed  as  they  add 
to  the  thousands  of  bushels  of  the  surplus  vegetable  dumped  in  a  huge  mound.) 


From  I'all  Street  Journal,  March  17  - 

U.S.  MUST  DECIDE  CN  SIGNING  '  DRLD  GR.'ilN  PACT— OR  BACKING  IT-Washington- 
The  United  States  is  faced  this  week  with  a  choice'  between  joining  a  vigorous 
world  wheat  cartel  or  bucking  it. 

If  it  chooses  opposition,  it  must  recognize  the  possibility  of  losing 
export  markets  for  American  grain. 

The  setting  for  this  momentous  decision  will  be  a  conference  room  in 
London.     Delegates  from  the  ^nited  States  and  more  than  a  dozen  other  nations 
will  file  in  tomorrow*     The  precise  issue;     'Vhether  America  shall  join  in  an 
international  agreement  giving  the  International  Wheat  Council  continuing 
power  to  fix  the  prices  and  quantities  of  wheat  moving  in  ^-jorld  comnerce. 


From  The  Journal  of  Commerce,  N.Y. ,  March  17  - 

THOJtAS  PROTESTS  MOVE  TO  RAISE  GRAIN  lURGINS-V^ashingon-Senator  Elmer 
Thomas  (Dem,  Okla)  over  the  weekend  protested  that  the  Agriculture  Department 
"vv'as  trying  to  beat  down  farm  prices"  by  recommending  a-n  increase  in  margin 
requirement  for  speulative  trading  in  grains. 

The  department's  Commodity  Exchanr;e  Adjninistration  Friday  asked  grain 
exchanges  in  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  and  Kansas  City  to  require  margins  of  at 
least  24  percent  of  market  value  on  speculative  grain  transactions. 


PRICE  PACE  SETTERS  DUE  Tu  SLIP  IN  FALL,  US  SAYS-^Tashington-Commcrce 
Department  officials  expect  price  drops  by  next  fall  on  the  products  which  have 
soared  highest  in  the  post  CPA  rise — like  cotton  goods  and  food. 

The  forecast  is  made  in  a  cautious  report  on  commodity  prices,  soon  to  be 
published.  On  thi,-  basis  of  the  official  report,  commerce  department  economists 
gave  these  unofficial  conclusions  over  the  weekend  in  interviews: 

;  1,     The  downtrend  vjill  be  mild,  nov;  approaching  the  depth  of  a  true 
"recession. ''       .        ,  . 

2.  It  will  start  around  midyear  with  drops  in  a  feiv  lin::s,  then  gain  speed 
as  more  items. come  into  a  balance  with'  demand, 

3.  It  vill  be  uneven.     Some  prices  may  still  be  rising  vihile  those 
farthest  out  of  line  come  down. 

The  study  lists,  these. .items  as  *priced''far  in  excess"  of  their  usual  place  in 
the' wholesale  price  structure  and  therefore,  highly  likely  to  decline: 

Food,  cotton  goods,,  shoes,  lumber,  paint,  drugs,  It'ather,  fats  and  oils. 
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"From  ITew  York  Journal  of  ConL-ierce,  Mar,  14  - 

BSETL5  qUAmil'TIHE  S3T  Ui  GUOHGIA  COTTOII  kBSA.  -  Atlanta  -  The  white- fringed 
*  "beetle  quarantine  and  regulations  were  revised  to  place  the  State  of  Georgia 

j  under  quarantine,  effective  March  15,  "because  of  the  finding  of  infestation  of 

^  '  such  "beetles  in  the  State  last  spring  and  stunmer. 

In  the  gru"b  stage,   this  wingless  insect  pest  v;as  reported  to  have  destroyed 
large  aqreages  in  "both  cotton  and  corn. 

Parts  of _  23  counties  in  Georgia  were  designated  as  regulated  areas.  Minor 
additions  to  the  regulated  areas  in  Ala"bama  and  Mississippi  were  also  niade  "by 
the  revision^ 

HERALD  HUHITIIFG  SEliiSS  OF  ARTICLES  OIT  MIAITCED  lARMIiTG  AUE  IHDuSTRY 

—  A  Ilew  York_ Herald  TrilDune  reporter  is  surveying  the  work  of  the  and 
writing  a  series  of  articles  oh  the  "balance  of  industry  and  agriculture  within 
its_ territory.  These  articles,  larded  with  many  stories  of  successful  farming 
in  former  su"b-marginal  territory,  are  continuing  in  this  newspaper  fro;n  day  to 
day» 

ITST'/.YORE:  JOUPIIAL  Gl  C0M-CSRC3  GETS  OUT  SPHCLA-L  ISSUE  OIJ  JROZEII  :?00D  COIT- 
"VEITTIOIT       A  Frozen  Food  Convention  issue  of  16  pages,  treating  with  all  phases 
of  this  industry  was  issued  March  14,  1947,  "by  the  ITev/  York  Journal  of  Comjaerce 
with  its  regular  edition  of  tha.t  da.te.    All  segments  of  the  frozen  food  in— ■ 
dustrj"  v;ill  converge  on  San  Francisco  next  ¥ednesday  for  the  Frozen  Food 
Industry  Convention  and  Ejqposition  which  opens  that  day.    Programs  for  various 
phase s_  of  the  Convention  are  outlined.    Many  of  the  speakers  are  listed^  Thiz 
Convention  issue  is  on  file  in  Room  414A,  and  availa."ble  to  anyone  desiring  to 
see  it* 

From  Raleigh  (H, C^)  Hews  and  Ohcerver,  Mar,  10  - 

TOBACCO  TREATIES  IROSr  ~  The  raw  tohacco  industry  in  the  United  States  has 
asked  the  State  Pepartment  to  negotiate  new  trade  treaties  v;ith  foreign'  coun- 
tries to  eliminate  completely  or  modify  all  discriminatory  tariffs  and  q-.ianti-' 
tative  restrictions  on  imports  from_  this  country. 

At  a  recent  hearing  in  Washington,  J,  Con  Lanier  of  Greenville  presented 
the  case  for  the  flue-cured  section  of  the  to"bacco  industr;'',  joining  forces 
with  representatives  of  the  "burley  section  in  a.sking  for  action  "benefiting 
"the  v;hole  American  to'oacco  industry'"  in  the  way  of  treaties, 

Lanier  said  production  of  flue-cured    "burley,  and  light  air-cured  to"bacco 
in  1946  vias  869,000,000  pounds  in  excess  of  domestic  consumption,  and  argued 
that  a"bsence'  of  discriminatory  trade  practices  would  give  superior  qua.lity  of 
American  to"bacco  a  comparative  adVEintage  in  the  ejq^ort  m-arket,.    He  claimed, 
hov/evcr,   that  world,  trade  statistics  for  15  years  or  more  "show  conclusively 
that,  thorough  discriminatory  trade  policies,  United  States  to"baccos  have  lost 
•  -ground  and  those,  of  foreign  countries  have  gained,"^ 
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^rom  Oklahoma  City,  Ok;laho;aan,  Mar,  7  - 

CATTISMLN  WASImS'i)  NOI  TQ  PUSH  FHICS  LUCE  -  Cattlcmcrx  v;ho  arc  hclding  on  to 
their  _  livestock  in  hopO  'of  still  hic^hcr  prices  Thursday  v/crc  warned  to  sell  or 
face  a  "boycott  "by  constuncrs  that  will  force  c\  collapse  of  the  niarkot, 

K,  H,  Mundy,  president  of  the  joint  livestock  committee,  said  that  the 
■supply  of  cattle  for  1947  will  "be  well  over  the  normal  demand.    Present  prices 
are  maintained,  he  said,  "by  cattlemen  refusing  to  market  their  stock, 

"People  won't  continue  to  "buy  meat  at  these  hijh  prices,"  said  1-mndy,  'H/e 
have  already  reached  the  limit  in  price  raises.  If  it  goes  any  higher  it  will 
collapsCa'' 

He  suggested  cattlemen  first  market  their  old,  non- thrifty  animals  and  keep 
only  the  young»  .         '      ■  . 

Jrom  .Phoeni'x- Arizona,  Repuhlic,,  i'-iar»  6- 

■  AIj}IIIG-  OUR  InTSIGHBORS  -  Editorial  -  The  good  neighbor  policy  is  hcing  put 
to' a  ne\\r  constructive  use.     Our  government  has  wisely  decided  to  assist  the 
■Mexican  ■government  in  eradicating  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  which  is  preva- 
lent' helov/  the  "border.    President  Trama.n  ha.s  Just  signed  a  measure  avithorizing 
thc'  secretary  of  agriculture  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  our  Mexican  ncigh"bors 
in  their  effort  to  control  this  epizootic  plagij.e. 

As  President  T'ruipan  said  in  sighing  the  aid  measirre,   it  marks  a  new 
forward-  step  in  l'J"ostern  Hemisphere  co-operation.    Heretofore  we  have  not  en- 
gaged in  this'  t.:/pe  of  aid,    Mexican  authorities  have  "been  unsuccessfully 
striving  to,  control  the  foot,  and  mouth  disease  for  many  months,    ¥ith  our  help 
it  ca^n  now.  "bo  "bested,  .  ,  " 

Ife  are,  perhaps,  a  hit  selfish  in  lending  a  hand,    We  do  not  want'  the 
disease  to  ci-oss  the  "border  if  wc  can.  help  it.    Were  western  range  cattle  to 
"become  afflicted,  eradication  would  "be  very  difficult  and  costly,  ;It  is  to 
our  interest  as  well  as  to  the  interest  of  our  Mexican  ncigh"bors  that  we 
assist  in  stamping  out. .the  disease, 

I'rom  Cheyenne  Vyontng  State  -ri'bune,  Mar,  9  - 

PRICES  -  Editorial  -  "he  federal  "bureau  of  a,gri cult-oral  .economics,  a  r 
dispa;tch  from  Washington  reported  yesterday,  predicted  that  husiness  a.ctivity 
will  fall  off  five  to-  10  per  cent  in  the  last  half  of  1947  unless  there  is  a 
quick  drop  in.  the  cost  of  living-. 

Such  a  set"back,  reported  the  "bureau,  v/ould  lead  to-  a  reduction  of  eight  to 
12  per  cent  in  income  payments  to  individuals  in  the'  second  six  months  of  the 
year,  force  v/holesalo  foo-l  -'orices  down  15  to  20  per  cent,  and  reduced  ppssi'bly 
20  to  25  per  cent  the  amount  fai-mers  erqoect  to  get  for  their  crops  next  fall. 

Simultaneously  with,  the  announcement  of  t}-.c  hurcau  of  agr icultur.'-.l  econoEv- 
ics,    the  "r.i:^  -r.u  of  la'cor  statistics  reported  that  ^vholesale  prices  rose  one 
and  one. -half  per  cent  during 'the  i^eek  ended  Inarch  1st,   to  the  highest  level 
in  17  ycarG,-^ 

O'hcy  aro  still  going  up^ 

■■.■ontcmplating  the  two  "bua-eai;.' s  statements,    "wnere  do  we  go  from  here?" 
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From  New  York  Times,.  M4-rch  25  - 

TRp'LYN  iuND  AIDES  SPEED  POOD  RELIEF:  PRESIDENT  SEES  CABINET  BO/JID— SENATE 
GROUP  REPORTS  HELL  TO  WtMD  EXPORT  POV.^ERS-Vfoshin^.on-President  Truman  ' 
spent  forty  minutes  today  Tdth  his  Cabinet  Food  Corrmittee  reviewing  the 
world  food  crisis. 

Attending  were  Clinton  P.  Anderson^Secretary  of  Agriculture;  M,  Averell 
Harriman,  Secretary  of  Commerce;  Willard  Thorpe,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  Economic  Affairs,  and  Tracy  Voorhees,  vmo  is  in  charge  of  the 
Army's  food  program  in  occupied  areas, 

^''^^^h         foreign  relief  appropriations  nearly  expenaed  ana  the  Second 
V/ar  Powers  Act  due  to  expire  iv^arch  31,  the  administration  is  approaching 
the  status  of  "no  funds,  no  authority,"  unless  Congress  acts, 

A  major  problem  is  the  continuting  of  priorities  on  boi  cars  to  complete 
■  the  great  gram  export  program  to  needy  nations .    This  would  need  extensions 
at  once  of  rail  transportation  controls  under  Title  TTI  of  the  Second  lav 
Powers  Act.  "  .  ' 

That  Congressional  leaders  were  thinking  alonp  the  same  lines  became 
evident  later  in  the  day,  when  the  '  Senate  Judiciary  Comjnittee  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  all  controls  under  Title  III  for  ninetv  days .    This  would 
also  include  continued  allocation  of  foods  in  world  short  sur^^^  through 
tne  International Bnergency  Food  Council.  , 


10.0  r     t  DECLINE  IS  SLIGHT-STILL  95%  ABOVE 

1939-V;ashington-Retail  food  prices  vrere  0.8  percent  lower  in  the  middle 

SLoJtS'todayr  '^'^'^^  °^  ^^nuary,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

T'his  was  the  third  consecutive  month  of  slight  decline,  bringing  the 

retail  fooa  price  index  3  percent  below  the  record  high  of  mid-November. 
Leading  price  decreases  were  6  percent  for  eggs,  4  percent  for  dairy 

products  and  1  percent  for  meats.    However,  the  index  still  stood  3I  percent 

higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  95  percent  higher  than  in  August,  I939. 

CRIRGES  ICLK  IS  TOO  HIGH:  L..  GU.RDI.  TEi..S  hx^^lLa  PUiCE  ^noULD  BL  LESS 
HERE-Former  Mayor  FLorello  H.  La  Guaraia  said  yesterday  th.t  city  consumt^s 
should  be  paying  one  cent  a  quart  less  lor  milk,    ^e  also  maintaL'd  tm 
gSSng/""  '""^""'  "^  receiving  two  cents  a  quart  more  than  they  are 

Mr    ha  Guardia  was  the  only  SDeaker  at  a  hearino-  t^  touch  iinnn  +hn  rr.^  .1 

director  of  the  Filk^o.l  p^*  -  ^^"i"^       ^'^"'''"^  °-  "'^*her,  executive 

-ne  Liiic  i.ealers  Association  of  Metropolitan  Ner  York 
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From  l;all  Street  Journal,  Liarch  25  - 

■CORN  SPOILS  ON  ILLINOIS  FARMS  FOR  ; ANT  OF  BO)  GARS  TO  IIOVE  IT .-The_ 
deteriorating  grain  contains  a  lot  of  v/ater.    If  it  is  not  hustled  toY/ard 
CMurkeab.  r'  before  warm  vreather  Sots  in,  heaver  losses  will  result,  Germination 
Yd.ll  oegin.    And  it  vjill  be  oi  no  use  to  corn'  refiners  and  other  processors 
novr  begging  for  grain, 

A  lot  of  this  train-deserted  corn  is  being  moved  by  truck.  But  the 
trucks  aren't  equal  to  the  job.  Available  trucks  can't  begin  to  replace 
lacking  railroad  facilities. 

Another  corn  h.adache;    To  be  shipped    overseas,  this  grain  has' to 
be  specially  dried  out  to  prevent  spoilage;  and  there  aren't  enough  drj-ing 
facilities. 


Y.HEAT  BUYING  BY  THE  GOVERffl'IENT  MaY  BE  RESUl.ffiB  SOON-Despite  earlier 
prom.ises  that  no  more  wheat  v^ould  be  bought  until  the  nev.^  cro^^  comes  in, 
the  Agriculture  Department  may  be  bidding  for  the  grain  again  in  the 
near  future.    On  the  prospect. of  a  super  bumper  U.S.  harvest  of  1,2 
billion  bushels,  some  top  Goverrjment  officials  urge  more  buying.  The 
object;    To  maintain  heavy  exports  during  May  and  June, 

Agriculture  Secretary  Anderson  is  hesitant.    But  pressure  from  above 
may  force  him  to  give  in.    If  so,  his  agents  vri-ll  be  buying  spring  wheat 
in  Northwestern  states  for  shipment  through  the  Great  Lakes  as  soon  as 
the  ice  is  out, 

Meanv/hile  Government  wheat  bv-ying  has  alre-.dy  so  "cleaned  out"  the 
SouthYrest  that  Texas-Oklahoma  flour  millers  are  trying  to  buy  Y^heat  in 
Dakotas ,  ■     ■  ' 


INDIAN  SWaffiR  OF  INfU.TION  IS  PkGB..BLY  Glu.RTEL  Ih  TOb.Z'S  GOu^ODITY 
PRICES-Don't  expect  the  spurt  since  the  year  end  to  continue  much  longer. 
The  odds  are  against  such  a  course.    The  "Truman  Doctrine"  aot;sn±  alter 
this  prospect — unless  it  involves  far  greater  forcdgn  expenditure  than  any- 
thing yet  indicated. 

In  keenest  demand  for  foreign  a-id  is  whea't.     -'^ct  Yrhen  the  king  cereal 
recently  peeped  above  the  $3  a  bushel  level,  it  vas  slanped  doYm  nearly 
30  cents  in  't\io  days.    That  vias  the  Y'-orst  tY^o  day  Y^heat  break  in  seven 
years.     (Erratic  grains  popped  up  again  yesterday.)    Hogs  have  had  some 
|2.50  clipped  from  their  recent  hi.gh  of  $30  a  hun'^red  pounds, 

Viith  wholesale  stocks. of  canned  food  Yrell  above  a  year  ago,  food 
prices  face  the  impact  of  another  big  pack  this  spring  and  sijmmer — though 
it  may  be  smaller  "than  last  year's  pack.    And  food  prices  also  face  the 
ever  ST,7elling  flood  of  consijmer  goods  snatching  at  the  ptiblic  dollar. 
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partic-tilarly  .in  grains,  ii£-.ve  raised  congressional  eyebrov/s  to  the  point  y^here 
one  cor-:.ittee  has  quietly  been  investigating  the  matter  for  several  weeks 
it  Tj-as  learned  here  exclusively  Sunday. 

The  House  food  investigation  coiviiuittee ^  headed  oy  Rep.  iindresen 
R.Minn, J  has  been  conducting  the  prooe,  but  refuses  to  acknowledge  this  fact. 

Apparently'-  the  comrn.ittee  is  hoping  to  pin  dovm  certain  information  , 
already  made  available  to  members  of  the  comjnitte^  and  then  mil  order  an 
open  investigation  to  bust  speculative  pra.ctices  Tfide  open. 

Apart  from  actions  federal  a.cenci.es  have  taken  to  curb  trading 
fever  in  commodity  futures,  the  subcomjnittee'  of  the  House  agriculture 
corjnittee  has  carried  on  its  v;ork  on  its  ov.ti  initiativ'e.    Involved  are 
recent  speculations  in  both  grains  and  cotton. 


From  Hartford,  (Conn.)  Tim.es,  March  17  - 

EXPERTS  TONING  DObTJ  PREDICTIONS  OF  CRASH:  THINGS^         BE  PORSE  FOR 
FARI.IERS  RJT  BIG  PRODUCTION  INDUSTRY  ilJTICIPATED-4^shin^onr-Government 
experts,  who  have  emphasised  since  last  September  the  probability  of  a 
sharp  drop  off  in  business  this  fall,  now  are  beginning  to  walk  more  softly 

Things  mil  be  worse  for  the  farmer,  they  have  predicted,  vrLth 
big  y.ol-ume  production  in  industry-  affording  m.ore  outlets  for  the  consumer 
dollar. 

The  Agriculture  Department  has  been  among  those  government  bureaus 
which  were  flying  economjic  storm  signals. 

Now  its  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  cha".nged  its  tune — 
or    .at  least — softened  the  emphasis. 


From  Vlchita  (Kan,.)  Beacon,  March  lo  - 

T1;CHITa  FARIIING  are.;!  prosperity  REVE^ASn-The.^imerican  farmer  today 
is  in  the  strongest  financial  position  in  30  years  and  farm  prosperity  is. 
especially  noticeable  in  the  ".'ichita  trade  region,  Dr.  P.  H,  Stephens, 
director  of  research  for  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  at  'fichita,  reported 
to  the  chanber  of  comm.erce  Saturday. 

Dr.  Stephens,  vrho  is  a  memtber  of  the  cham.ber's  ar'ricultural  comm.ittee 
said  that  farm  mor1; gages  and  short  term  loans  by  farmers  are  only  about 
one  half  the  volume  follomng  the  first  l.brld  I'^ar.    He  said  the  i-hole 
agricultural  situation  "j.s  unusually  sound."' 
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From  Louisville  (Ky)  Tines-March  17  - 

NOT  BAD  FARlvUNG-As  reported  by  the  LaGrange  Times,  trrenty  nine  families 
Y.'-ho  purchased  their  Oldham.  Counts  farms  through  the  Farmers  Home  /dministrat 
averaged  in  194.6  $4-^556  gross.      f  this'   thirty  tv.'o  percent  y;as  used  to 
pay  on  their  farm  purchase  loans.    The  rest  Y/as  used  to  pay  off  other  debts, 
to  operate  the  farm  and  the  honoo 

The  average  family  in  this  group  had,  therefore,  about  S?3,000  a  year 
on  Y/hich  to  live. 

The  Oldham  figures  suggest  that  most  of  the  purchasers  of  farms 
through  FHA  knew  hovr  to  farm,  or  quickly  learned  hov'.    The  report  here 
referred  to  does  not  shovi  hovf  many  of  them  bugan  as  experienced  farmers. 


From.  Sacramxnto,  (Calif.)  Bee,  March  14  - 

BUYER  RESISTANCE  FORCES  DO-pI  cm^W),  p\^.^^.\GED  FOOD  FiaCES-Buycr  resista 
has  caused  general  reductions  in  the  y/holesalc  prices  of  canned  goods  and 
packaged  foods  Yfhich  are  expected  to  be  passed  on  to  the  consumer  through 
retail  stores.    This  Yias  the  announcement  today  of  wholesale  Trocers  of 
the  price  cuts  range  from  1  to  5  ce-nts  or  more  per  can  or  package,  and  from 
10  cents  to  ^Q. .50  per  case, 

"The  buyer  resistance  is  quite  prevalent,"  one  T.'holesale  grocer  said, 
"and  I  personally  do  not  bl^QLe  the  housev.dves.    They  have  been  getting 
along  mth  lower  priced  goous  and  this  automia  tic  ally  i'ri.11  bring  down  the 
price  of  items  they  now  feel  are  too  high." 

He  revealed  his  wholesale  house  has  submitted  a  list  of  new  prices 
to  retailers  containing  283  items.    Of  these  264  are  listed  at  reduced 
figures  whereas  only  19  are  priced  .higher  than  last  m.onth.    The  latter 
are  not.tly  wheat  items,  such  as  v.rhite  flour  and  some  corn  meal  and  wheat 
cereals,  . 


From  Buffalo,   (WY)  Courier— E:>:pr ess ,  March  19  — 

HOOF  AND  MOUTH  Dl SEiVSE-Edit or ial-C attic  growers,  especially  in  the 
Southv.rest,  arc  alarmed  at  the  spread  of  the  hoof  and  mouth  disease  in 
Mexico.    They  are  afraid  that  it  mil  spread  across  thu  nio  Granae, 
even  though  importation  of  cattle  from  iUexico  has  oeen  oanncd.  Congress 
has  authorized  the  Secretary  of  itgricultui'e  to  spena  funds  to  help 
Mexico  eradicate  or  minimize  the  disease  within  its  o'Vkn  borders. 

All  consumers  in  the  United  States  should  be  alarmed  too.    If  large 
numbers  of  cattle  in  the  United  States  have  to  be  slaughtered  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  hoof  and  mouth  disease,  meat  v^ill  become  scarcer  and  meat 
prices  ever  higher. 

The  disease  is  highly  contagious  and  dif.ficult  to  suppress ,    It  is 
hard  to  detect  in  its  early  stages,  and  infected  animals  nay  spread  it 
before  they  show  symptoms. 

Most  forms  do  not  caus-..  heavy  mortalitj^,  but  infected  anj.mals  lose 
weight  and  have  to  be  refattened. 
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From  Nevj  York  Times,  Mar.ch'lA.  —  -  • 

ACTION  SET  TO  BAR.  POTATO  SURPLUSES:  AGRIG'LTURE  AGETICY  Fl'\Y  3EI.L  PRODUCT 
TO  CCUSUIffiRS  \T  LESS  THAN, SUPPORT  PRICES-Washington-The  Agriculture  Department 
moved  today  to  curb  possible  notato  surpluses  by  devising  a  "big  stick" 
formula  whereby,  if  n'-.cessary,  it  will  sell  potatoes  at  less  than  the  support 
price  at  ^^'hich  tho  Government  acquires  them^. 

The  department's  plan  included  the  following  succinct  statement  on 

policy: 

"Potatoes  acquired  under  the  price  support  program  will  be  subject 
to  resale  in  consumer  markets  at  less  than  support  prices." 

This  feature  of  the  new  program  T.'ould  act  against  those  growers  who 
might  not  enter  into  acreage  agreements  in  expectation  that  the  Government 
support  price  or  more  would  prevail  in  consumer  markets..  ^'Jith  the  Government 
prepared  to  sell  at  less  than  thvj  supoort  price,  g-owers  thus  could  not  count 
on  a  price  for  production  outside  the  orogram. 

The  department  is  endeavoring  to  prevent  potato  surpluses  by  regulating 
production  and  agreeing  to  buy  the  produce  of.  cooperating  gro'vers  at  stipulated 
prices  if  the  market  falls  below  those  figures. 


STRACHEY  CHEERFUL  OVER  FOOD  OUTLOOK-London-Barring  unforeseen  developments 
Great  Britain  wi.ll  vjeather  the  coming  six  months  without  critical  developments 
in  her  food  supply,  John  Strachey,  Minister  of  Food,  said  tonight  upon  his 
return  from  the  United  -States  and  Canada.    He  added  that  the  present  ration 
scales  for  bread  ana  meat wuld  continue. 

The  Food  Minister  reported  himself  as  well  pleased  with  the-  results  of 
his  trip. 

Mr.  Strachey  said  American  officials  had  been  most  cooperative  and 
that  heavy  shipments  of  wheat  from  the  United  States  to  help  Britain  build 
a  stockpile  against  next  winter's  hazards  had  been  assured. 

Ask®d  concerning  his  reported  purchase  of  10,000  tons  of  turkeys,,  the 
Food  Minister  gaid  that  the  deal  had  not  been  formally  closed.     He  said 
that  the  turkeys  acquired  would  be  purchased  at  the  Departmentof  Agriculture's, 
support  price  and  th^.  orice  would  be  comparable  to  prices  he  would  nay  for 
American  beef. 


ABSOLVES  TRADERS  IN  BRFA'C  IN  COTTON:  ANDERSON  FINDS  NO  IIAMIPTJLATION— 
SUGGESTS  .H,XCH\NGE.S  INCREASE  ItARGINS-Washington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.  Anderson  urged  today  further  corrective  measures  to  prevent  excess  specu- 
lation on  the  cotton  futures  markets  in -making  public  his  department's  official 
report  on  last  October's  debacle. 'The  invest.igators  found  that  the  basic  trouble 
that  led  to  the  collapse  of  cotton  was  one  for  which  the  Commodities  Exchange  Act 
provides  no  controls.    No  evidence  was  found  of  manipulative  effort  to  "break"  the 
market.     Instead,  the  crash  was  due  to  a  soft  structure  built  on  speculation.  In- 
volved were  many  small  accounts  of  "thinlj    .nargined  so^-culative  buyers  from  every 
major  s^.ction  of  the  country."  Larger  margins  were  pronounced  the  obvious  remedy 
and  one  which  is  possible  for  the  exchanges  themselves  to  apD.ly,  department  officials 
pointed  out.    ' Farm  Digest  ^15-47 
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^rom  Mew  York  Times,  March  lU  - 

APPE4L3  IM  RICE  S^^ORTAGE:  ^TORLD  FCGD  COUNCIL  ASKS  lUNY  t,;JmDS  TO  HELP  BkR 
T^AMINE-V7ashington-The  -'-nternational  Emergency  ^^cod  Council  said  today  that  the 
world  rice  shortage  v.-as  becoming  worse  and  asked  producing  countries  to  help 
meet  the  emergency. 

In  a  communication  to  Governments  of  all  countries  where  rice  is  grown 
the  liiPC  said  that  for  the  current  crop  year  ending  June  30,  world  import  rice 
a-wailable  and  allotted  by  the  lEFC  amounts  to  2,800,000  metric  tons. 

"This  amount  has  to  supply  nations  whose  prewar  imports  were  more  than 
7,700,000  metric  tons,"  the  communication  said,  ".and  which  now  have  larger 
populations  to  feed  than  before  the  war." 

"If  famines  are  to  be  avoided  it  is  apparent  greater  "efforts  must  be  made." 


From  N.'\  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  14  - 

AMDERSON  ASKS  ACTION  TO  HALT  '  SPEC^^LATION'  IN  COlf  ^ODITISS-^'Tashingt^- n- 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  ;\nderson  called  tonight  for  "further  corrective  measures" 
to  curb  "speculative  excesses"  in  the  nation's  commodity  markets. 

This  reference  to  commodity  speculation,  made  in  a  formal  statement 
was  Anderson's  second  in  two  days. 

In  a  radio  interview  last  night,  he  said  he  believed  specualtion  is 
"talking  loudly"  in  the  grain  market,  xvhich  has  been  marked  by  sharp  price 
increases  in  recent  weeks. 

Anderson  made  no  specific  proposals,  however,  beyond  ons^;  nov/  pending 
before  the  Commodity  Exchange  Commission  to  reduce  speculative  holdings  of 
cotton  futures. 


U.S.  "MEAT  STOCK  FACES  l^E''  DRAIM-'Tashington-Because  the  United  States  is 
rapidly  becoming  the  only  country  from  i^-hich  foreign  buyers  of  v/heat  can 
expect  substantial  and  prompt  shipments  this  summer,  export  demands  on  the  new 
winter  v/heat  crop  are  expected  to  exceed  even  the  heavy  movement  of  last 
summer,  leading  agricultural  economists  here  believe. 

Both  Canada  and  Argentina  are  reported  to  have  failed  to  ship  the 
Quantities  of  wheat  predicted  for  movement  from  these  countries  earlier  in  the 
crop  V'  ar,  and  several  European  nations  now  face  the  alternative  of  reducing 
their  bread  rations  or  coming  into  the  '^.S.  market  for  substantial  deliveries 
in  July,  August  and  September. 


CH'W,GES  FOOD  M.;IW1'''\CTURERS  ! MISLEAD  PUBLIC  ON  SU^-AR-L'ashington-Charging  that 
there  is  no  sugar  shortage  and  that  hence  sugar  rationing  is  unnecessary,  '.•alter 
S.  Mack,  Jr. ,  president  of  Pepsi  Cola  Co.,  today  alleged  that  the  American  people 
. are  be  ing  deliberately  given  a  false  picture  of  sugar  avilability  and  supplies. 
Appearing  before  the  House  Banking  and  Currency  Comciittfee  ftr .  Mack  contended  that 
with  the  Cuban  sugar  crop  the  largest  in  history,  there  is  actually  a  surplus. 

Manufacturers  of  sugar  containing  products,  he  charged,  are  spreading  a 
"false  picture"  of  the  sugar  situation  to  keep  the  American  public  on  short  sugar 
rations  because  this  meant  that  the  housewife  would  not  be  able  to/Tier  own  home 
canning  and  preserving  and  is  thus  forced  to  buy  the  manufacturers'  expensive 
finished  products  on  which  there  are  no  price  ceilings. 
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From  Trainman  ITews,  Mar,  8  -  •'        ,  '  • 

CAE  'SHOSTAGE'  PEOITY;  THAIHS  HSLD  FOR' TOll'TAGS,  _  BLAt'IB  FOR  SLUG-G-ISH 
JR3IGHT  MO'V'ElCiTT  IS  PIACEP' OH  GAR::iI3RS  -  Evidence  that  the  so-callei  "shortage" 
of  freight  cars  is  largely  phony  piled  up  at  Grand  Lodge  headquarters  in 
Cleveland  this  week  as  Trainmen 'iJews  went  to  press. 

Reports  from  hundreds  of  BRT  memlDers  throughout  the  U.  S*..  and  Canada 
showed  tha;t  the  real  reason  for  sluggish  movement  of  raw  materials  and  finished 
products  to  factories  and  retail  outlets  was  gross  inefficiency  and  mishand- 
ling of  rolling  stock  "by  railroad  management,- 

•  ,  The  letters  indicated  that  carriers  are  holding  hox  cars' at  terminals  to 
make  up  excessively  long  and  unsafe  trains.  That  this  practice  is  widespread 
was  proved  "by  the  many  specific  e'xa^aples  cited  "by  Brotherhood  mernhers,- 

"Undouljtedly  some  new  equipment  is' needed  "by  the  carriers,"  President 
Tffnitney  said,   ""but  the  pro'clem  could  "be  quickly  solved  for  the  time  "being  at 

■least  if  railroads  would  streamline  their  handling  of  cars  at  terminals  and 
discontinue  the  practi'ce  of  holding  for'-  tonnage  trains,- 

From  Roanoke  (Va, )   Tim.es,  i-iar,-6  -' 

LAIRYI-Cai  EiCPRESS  irEEB  POR  STATE  LABORATORY  _  Br,-S,:E,  Thompson,  Salem 
veterinarian,   stressed  the  need  for  a  state  la'bcratory  in  Roanoke,  particularly 
for  mastitis  testing,  in  an  address  at  "a  meeting  of  the  Roanoke  county  dairy 
conference  committee  yesterday, 

Ir.  regard  to  Br,  Thom.pson' s  statement,  C,  B,  M.  Showalter  emphasized  the 
conference  comjaittee  hp.s  "been  working  for  the  esta'blishjuent  of  such  a  lahora— 
tory  here  and  announced  that  a  r ejjresentative  of  the  state  veterinary  department 
will  "be  here  for^a  week  soon,  to  test  cows.     Tests  will  "be  made  at  the  small 
lahoratory  at  IS^  Prahklin  road  and  Shcv/alter  ^orged  the  dairymen    to  take  ad- 
•vantagc  of  the  testing  offer, 

Biscussing  various  cattle'  diseases,  Br^,-  Thompson  urged  the  group  to  aid  in 
preventing  the  entry  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the  United  States  "by  cooperat- 
ing in  the  move  to  com'bat  the  disease  in  Mexico, 

Prom  Topoka  (Kans,)  Capital,  Mar.  -5  -  '•■,•, 

HOOP  AITB  MOUTH  BISSASE  _  Editorial  -  Cattle  growers,  especially .  in.  t.he 
Southwest,  are  alarmed  at  the  spread  of  the  hoof  and  mouth  disease  in  licxico. 
They  arc  afraid  that  it  will  spread  across  the  Rio  Grande,   even  though  in:-^ 
■loortation  of  cattle  from  Mexico  has  iDeen  "banned.     Congress  has  authorized  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  spend  funds  to  help  Mexico  eradicate  or  minimize 
the  disease  within  its  ov/n  "borders. 

All  consumers  in  the  United  States  should  "be  alarmed,  too.     If  large  num- 
"bers    of  cattle  in  the  United  States  have  to  te  slaughtered  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  hoof-and-mouth,  meat  v/ill  TDecome  scarcer  arid  meat  prices  will  do  even 
higher. 

The  disease  is  highly  contagious  and  diifucult  .to  suppress.         J-^  ^'^^^'^ 
to  detect  in  its  early  stages,  and  infected  animals  may' spread  it  l^ef ore  they 
Show  symptoms.    Most  forms  do  not  cause  heavy  mortality,  "but  infected  animals 
lose  weight  and  have  to  he  rc~ fat  toned.     Infected  cows  give  no  milk  for  a  time, 
perhaps  never  again; 
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From  Portland  (Me,)  Pres3  Herald,  Mar,  6  - 

LOUBUB  VALUE  -  It  Ig,   of  course,  natural  for  Portland  to  viev/  v;ith 
approval  announcement  of  the  Government's  decision  to  .  ship , 65, 000  tons  of  seed 
potatoes  out  of  this  part.     That  is  a  con3idera"ble_  under ta':  ing,  and  v/ill  j 
spread  no  small  measure  of  .prosper ity  along  the.  v/aterfront  v/hcre  a  longish  ' 
period  of  idleness  has  created  dismay  and  hardship* 

It  is  not  to  he  overlooked,  hovever,   tliat  the  decision  to  ship  the 
potatoes  is  of  immense  "benefit  to  the  growers,  and  will  spread  no  small  re- 
wards where  hut. a  few  days  ago  the  outlook  was  for  plov;ing  the  remaining,  unsold 
part  of  Arrostook' s  huge  crop  "back  into  the' soil.     If  Senator  3rov;ster  is  equal- 
ly successful  in  getting  the  army  to  "buy  10,000,000  "bushels  of  tahle  potatoes 
for  export  ahroad,  Maine  farmers  will  find  their  path  greatly  smoothed* 

The  potatoes,  hoth  seed  and  tahle,  are  to  go  to  G-ermany  as  part  of  the  new 
realization  that  the  people  in  the  American  Zone  and  others  must  he  fed  and  he 
enahled  eventually  to  feed  themselves.     There  has  heen  a  deal  of  shilly- 
shallying over,  this  sinrplc  piece  of  coramom  sense.    We  halked,  officia,lly,  a.t 
doing  too  much' -to  make  the  German  lot  easier*   sometimes  there  seemed  to  he  in 
our  attitude  something  of  the  Mcrgenthau  punitive  plan,     Gone,   too,  are  the  old 
hits  of  nonsense  ahout  the  "unshippability "  of  potatoes,    ¥e're  on  the  hall  at 
last,  and  cvcryhody  profits,  except  the  United  States  Treasury;  and  perhaps 
that  profit  also  through  shortening  the  time  wo  have  to  stay  in  Germany 

and  decreasing  the  occupation  hill. 


Prom  Atlanta  ( Ga, )  Constitution  ,  Mar,  7  -  '  ,  ■ 

PASii  LAITD  PRICLS  L3VSLI1IG  OPP  -  Editorial  -More  authoritative  testimony 
has  heen  added  to  recent  v/afning  that  continued  speculation  in  farm  lands  may 
well  lead  to  a  recurrence  cf  the  tragic  '20s,  v/hen  foreclosures  a,nd  sheriffs' 
sales  were  the  order  of  the  day, 

'^Thcrc  are  now  indications  that  farm  real  estate  prices  are  hcgiriiiing  to 
level  off  after  the  rapid  increases  of  the  war  years,     reports  the  Monthly 
Review  of  the  Pcdoral  Reserve  Bank,  of  Atlanta, 

"On' iTovcmher  1  the  index  of  value  per  acre  of  farm  land  in  the  six  States 
( iGeorgij,, Plorida,  Alahama,   Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  which  com- 
prise the  Sixth  Federal  Reserve  District),  hased  on  the  1935-39  period,  had 
risen  to  198,     Since  that  date  the  availahle  evidence  strongly  suggests, 
activity  in  the  land  m.arket  h^  s  decreased,  v/ith  little  change  in  land  prices. 
The  upc?ard  trend  of  land  values  may  he  continuing  in  some  sections,  hut  it 
appears  that  the  peak  of  the  land  hoom  has  heen  reached  in  the  Pistrict  as  a 
whole, " 

Prom  rluntsville  (Ala.)  Times,  Mar,  7  -  ' 

GOOD  EXAIIPLS  -  Editorial  -  Decentralization  of  industry  is  no  cure-all  for 
econom.ic  prohlcms  of  the  less  prosperous  sections  cf  fnc  country,  hut_  Mississip- 
pi's  experience  xiith  its  Balance  Agriculture  With  industry  act  demonstrates 
what  can  he  achieved  through  developing  new  industries  in  rural  areas. 

The  state'  5  program  for  encourc.ging  industries  is  credited  v/ith  having 
helped  in  the  estahlishmcnt  of  100  now  industries  in  30  m.onths.    Payrolls  for 
these  new  enterprises  amount  to  o.hout  $10,000,000  annually,  and  additional 
employment  opportunities  will  he  created  as  negotiations  are  completed  for  more 
pla.nts, 
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(The  nevspapers  and  nagazines  from  v'hich  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Ser\dce,  Roon  4T2X^'"  PTibne  ' Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 


From  NeiT  York  Tim.es,  March  24  - 


BUSn-IESS  BACKS  U.S.  IN  STnND  ON  TRADE:  TRTJ'AN  GALL  F^R  FREE  SYSTn^  /T 
APRIL  P;.RLEY  IN  GEIJEVA  TINS  GEI^ERi^L  SUPFORT-Despite  much  detailed  criticism 
and  inner  conflict,  the  Americar  business  commiunity  as  a  T^hole  strongly 
supports  the  principles  and  objectives  of  the  Truman  Administration's  program. 
for  the  Geneva  Conference  scheduled  to  open  on  April  10. 

The  conference  will  bring  toge'her  'the  eighteen  principal  trading  nations 
of  the  vrorld,  outside  of  Russia,  to  adopt  the  charter  of  an  International 
Trade  Organization  and  to  negotiate  reciprocal  trade  agreements. 

Business  men  here  expect  the  principal  issue  to  lie  in  the  fundamiental 
differences  betv/eeji  the  /imerican  concept  of  freer  vrorld  trade,  Tdth  an 
expanding  econom.y  based  upon  maxim.un  encouragement  of  free  enterprise  and 
com.petition,  and  the  British  and  European  preference  for  socialization  and 
cartelization , 


^2  BILLION  I^  FOOD  EXPORTED  IN  1946;  COlC^iERCE  DSPARTrJSNT  REPORT  PUTS  RISE 
OVER  '45  AT  29.5^ — CASH  PAID  FOR  62 ,5^'-'^ashin^on-More  than  $2, Ov. 0,000, 000 
vrorth  of  food  ?ras  exported  from  this  country  in  19^6,  the  Department  of 
Comjnerce  reported  tonight. 

The  dollar  value,  |2,l66,496,u00,  v;as  29,5  per  cent  more  than  1945, 
Of  this,  $1,353,579,000,  or  62,5  per  cent,  v;as  paid  for  in  cash  while  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  administration  and  lendlease  made  up  the 
rest.    Only  2S.2  percent  of  1945  food  shipments  Yirere  paid  for  in  cash. 

WmS-.  shipments  vrere  valued  at  ^■,62c'> , 4<53 , 000  last  year,  more  than  double 
Tfhat  they  were  in  1945,  but  lend  lease  shiments,  valued  ?t  ^'-184,424,000 
were  less  than  a- fifth  of  their  1945  total. 

Imports  of  foodstuffs  into  this  country  rose  to  ^^1,342,14^,000  last 
year,  up  16,2  percentfrom  the  previous  year. 

Among  the  exports  greatest  increases  in  I946  over  1945  were  in  meat 
products,  grains  and  fruits. 


From  N.T.  Journal  of  Comnaroe,  Mareh  24  -  '  . 

YDRLD  ¥'HE/\T  PACT-Comjnittees  of  the  International  ^'.'heat  Conference  mil 
begin  vrork  today  on  drafting  of  the  proposed  world  iTheat  agreement,  but  as 
yet  Argentina's  reacti,on  to  setting  of  a  miaximum  price  has '  not  been  received, 
and  some  observers  believe  this  is  essential  to  success  of  any  agreement.  ^ 
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Prom  N,  Y,  Journal  of  Commerce^  March  2U  -  .  . 

SUGi'iR-Ne'w  package  differentials  on  refined  sugar  vrere  made  operative  by 
refiners  on  Saturday  follovj-ing  OPA  sanction  to  the  refiners  to  adjust  prices. 
The  increase  to  better  than  6,000^000  tons  in  estimates  for  the  1947  Cuban 
crop  is  believed  to  be  a  factor  in  House  action  in  cutting  the  Government 
control  period  to  October  31,  instead  of  March  31,  1942',  as  many  had  , expected.' 


FROZEN  FOOD  OUTLjOK- Frozen  foods  industry  convention  and  exposition  end 
in  San  Francisco  on  an  optomistic  note,  vdtli  most  trade  leaders  con-'/inced 
that  the  worst  of  the  postvrar  price  chaos  in  their  field  is  over,  and  m.uch 
of  the  burdensome  carryover  liquidated.    Packers,  meanv;hile,  are  curtailing 
packs  in  favor  of  quality,  and  stren.gthening  their  sales  Dosition  through 
use  of  brokers , 


N.E.  POULTRY  PR0DUCEB,S  AEOPT  5-POINT  PROGPivlvJ-Trumansburg,  NY.-  John  V.B. 
Rice,  vice  president  and  Ner;  York  Director  of  the  Northeastern  Poultry 
Producers  Coun'cil,  announced  today  a  5-point  NEPPCO  legislative  program 
which  he  said  Yfill  be  taken  to  Washington  for  sustained'  action  in  cooperation 
with  other  poultry  organizations ,  ■  • 


From  ¥all  Street  Journal,  March  24  - 

ANDERSON  SEEKS  CMGES  IN  PAINTY  FORIviULAS  TO' MEET  NET.^  CONDITIONS:  AGRIGULTUT^E 
SECRETARY  CITES  CIL-vNGES"  IN  FARMING  METHODS  A^ID  SHIFTS  IN  DE^i'iND  SINCE  1914- 
"Creaks  in  the  joints  of  the  parity  system  are  becoming  apparent, " -v^Tites  Clinton 
P.,.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in  today's  issue  of  Barron's,  National 
Business  and  Financial  Tfeekly. 

Since  the  rather  distant  base  period  of  1909-1<-''  the  Secretary  declares, 
"production  of  some  grains  has  become  highly  mechanized  ana  they  can  be  groVni" 
more  cheaply  now  than  then.    On  the  other  hand,  'milk  ana.  meat  cost  more  to 
produce,  and  parity  prices  would  not  furnish  producers  with  sufficient  returns," 

The  Secretary  says  he  has  proposed  to  ^^ouse  and  Senate  comi;iittees  that 
parity  formulas  be  changed  to  take  into  account  teclmological  changes 'and 
shifts  in  demand' for  farm  products.    He.  declares,  hov.'eyer,  that  any  changes 
should, no  I  affect  carrying  our  wartime  promises  to  farmer  of  price  support. 

Mr,  Anderson  asserts  that  ."Jtcagall  prices  (the  Stea  gall  amendm.ent  to  the 
Price  Control  Act  of  1942  pledges  lorice  smports  tintil  Oec .  1,  lQ4.P)to  producers 
of  several  farm  crops  on  potatoes  and  eggs  are  too  high. 

He  warns  farmers  that  they  may  face  '^anuary  1,  1949,  mth  an  expanded 
producing  apparatus  and  a  glutted  market.    Some  metliod  m.ust  be  devised  to  bring 
production  into  line  mth  demand  by  acreage  control,  the  Secretary  concludes. 
He  vrould  do  this  b-  positive  curbs.    He  declares  against  letting  orices 
find  their  free  market  level,  vdth  the  Government  making  the  difference  to 
the  farmer , 


Farm  Digest  575-47-2 


-3- 


From  the  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune March  l6.'"  '  r' 

■    .GRAIN  BOXCAR  LACK  CITED;  TMTCHER  BLAMES  .'EASTERN  HUACKUIS.'  -  The  nation 
is  running  into  a  wheat  shorta^ge  this  spring  which  will  h^uch  worse  than  in  the 
spring  of  19^6,  unless  county^  elevators  are  furnished  "boxcars  to  move  the  grain  to 
market,  M.W.  Thatcher^  general  manager  of  Farmers  Union  Grain  Terminal  association 
said_  Saturday .  '' 

Thatcher  based  his  warning  on  the  growing  volume  of  telegrams  protesting 
the  failure  of  railroads  to  deliver  boxcars  and  on  a  personal  trip  through  Montana 
and  North  Dakota. 

Thatcher  said  that  while  "statistically  there  is  a  real  shortage  of  rail- 
way cars  and  the  nation  needs  at  least  100,000  new: cars  to  meet  traffic  require- 
ments, the  situation  is  much  w;orse  in  the  grain  areas  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
nation." 

He  attributed  the  present  grain  crisis  to  "kidnaping  and  hijacking"  of  box- 
cars by  eastern  railroads.  •  . 


From  the  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  March  l6  -        /  ... 

.  FAEMER  HOLDS  MEAT  CONTROLS,  EXPERT  SAYS  -  Unlimited  sources  of  market 
information  places  the  farmer  in  a  most  favorable  position  to  influence  the  trend 
of  meat  prices, • Oscar  Swenson,  chairman  of  the  state-senate  agricultural  committee, 
asserted  Saturday. 

The  farmer's  ability  to  regulate  the  flow  of  meat  animals  to  market,  based 
on  information  available,  gives  him  basic  control,  Swenson  said. 


From  the  Omaha  (Neb.)  World  Herald,  March  1?  - 

PUEEBRED  HOG  RAISERS  ANGRY j  SAY  HYBRID  VARIETIES  ONLY  EXPERIMENTS  -  Pure- 
bred hog  associations  are  leveling  their  guns  at  the  so-called  hybrid  hogs  which 
thus  far  are  mostly  in  the  experimental  stage. 

Thousands  of  words  are  being  published  to  show  that  (l)  hybrid  hogs  are 
not  really  hybrids  in  the  same  sense  that  hybrid  corn  is  a  hybrid;  (2)  so-called 
hybrid  hogs  have  not  proved  any  superiority  over  purebreds;  (3)  experiment  sta- 
tions are  Just  wasting  their  time  trying  to  produce  superior  types  of  swine  by 
crossing  inbred  strains. 

Producers  of  purebreds  have  an  excellent  opportunity  to  prove  their  case, 
if  their  case  is  sound. 

They  have  only  to  produce  purebreds  that  are  better  than  any  kind  of  cross - 

breds . 


Prom  the  Burlington  (Vt.)  Free  Press,  March  l8  - 

ENRICHING  FLOUR  -  Editorial  -  Vermont  is  one  of  several  states  in  the  pro- 
cess of  enacting  legislation  for  the  enrichment  of  white  flour,  in  order  that 
bread  and  other  products  made  with  this  flour  may  be  more  nutritious.     This  was  a 
federal  requirement  during  the  war,  but  when  the,  federal  war  powers  ended,  this 
was  made  the  responsibility  of  the  States.    A  bill  to  provide  for  this  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate  early  in  the  session  (S.?)  and  has  passed  the  Senate.     It  has 
been  reported  that  some  questions  were  raised  by  dairy  farmers  who  feared  that  it 
might  mean  using  less  milk  in  bread,  but  there  is  really  no  cause  for  worry  in 
that  regard.    No  food  values  already  going  into  bread  will  be  omitted,  but  the  ' 
enrichment  in  the  form  of  vitamins,  will  be  added. 
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From  the  Boston  (Mass.)  Herald,  March  1?  '- 

THE  POTATO  CEIME  -  Editorial  -  There  may  be  no  use  in  crying  over  spilt- 
milk  potatoes.    But  the  millions  of  bushels  of  spuds  that  hsrve  been  destroyed  this 
winter  while,  the  ugly  edema  of  hunger  bloated  the  starved  tissues  of  peoples 
abroad  ought  to  make  us  wonder  whether  we  did  all  we  could. 

Mostly  we  accept  agricultural  surpluses  in  this  country  as  nuisances.  The 
government  is  already  preparing  to  crack  dovm  on  growers  who  exceed  the  19^7 
acreage  limitations.    But  Governor  Hildreth  of  Maine  is  one  who  greets  surpluses 
as  a  challenge.     He  is  pressing  for  a  plan  to  use  a  four  percent  mixture  of 
potato  flour  with  wheat  in  bread  and  cake,  which  would,  on  a  national  scale,  take 
care  of  any  surplus.     This  has  been  done  in  the  past,  and  the  resulting  product 
is  improved,  being  moister  and  better  keeping.     The  wheat  saved  could,  if  it  is 
more  efficient  to  do  so,  be  sent  abroad. 

'Ye  ought  to  understand  at  once  that  there  will  never  be  in  the  foreseeable 
future  any  roal  world  agricultural  surpluses.  ■ 


From  the  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Constitution,  March  ik  - 

COTTON  CROP  INSURANCE  FAILURE  -  Editorial  -  Inability  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  meet  payments  for  losses  of  half  the  cotton  crop  losses  last 
year  is  an  indication  either  of  faulty  fundamental  planning  or  grossly  inefficient 
administration  of  the  entire  crop  insurance  program.    It  is  the  second  time  with- 
in five  years  that  the  crop  insurance  program  has  run  into  difficulty. . .NOw  the 
Agriculture  Department  reports  it  lacks  $20,000,000  plus  administrative  expenses, 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  program  for  last  year. 

Figures  released  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  show  that  losses  on 
the  cotton  crop  alone  last  year  amounted  to  more  thrn  four  times  the  premiums 
paid.     Such  a  costly  error  on  the  part  of  a  private  insurance  company  probably 
would  throw  the  firm  into  bankruptcy  and  certainly  would  cause  the  immediate  dis- 
charge of  the  actuary  responsible.     But  an  agency  of  the  Govornmnnt  seemingly  can 
operate  with  the  most  inexcusable  lack  of  foresight  and  then  come  crav/ling  to 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  to  make  up  the  deficit. 

The  cotton  farmers  who  paid  for  crop  insirrance  hold  a  bona  fide  contract 
with  the  Government  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  meet  the  obligation 
without  expensive  delay  for  the  farmers.    Meanwhile,  Congress  should  order  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  crop  insurance  program  as  a.  whole  and  demand  that 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  place  it  upon  a  business  basis  which  will  enable  the 
program  to  cover  all  contingencies. 


From  the  Birmingham  (Ala.)  News --Age- -Herald,  March  l6  - 

THE  TRUTH  AT  AUBURN  -  Editorial  -  One  thing  would  seem  to  be  beyond  ques- 
tion in  all  the  controversy  over  the  Extension  Service  of.  the  Alabama  Polytechnic 
Institute  at  Auburn.    It  is  that  the  public  is  in  need  of  more  information  on  the 
record  and  activities  of  this  organization. 

There  are' those  who  say  that  it  is  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  Exten- 
sion Service. does  engage  in  political  activity,  that  everybody  familiar  with  its 
activities  knows  that  it  does,  that  such  activity  Is  to  be  expected  in  the  nature 
of'  things.    But  this  is  much  too  general  a  comment  to  provide  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Alabama.    If  there  is  such  activity,  to  what  extent  does  it  prevail  and 
of  exactly  what  kind  is  it?    IVhat  about  the  offlclonpy  of  the  service?  These 
questions  are  so  widespread,  so  insistent,  that  more  light  on  the  whole  subject  is 
urgently  needed.     Those  who  maintain  that  the  Extension  Service  has  been  unjustly 
attacked  should  welcome  a  fair  inquiry  as  should  those  who  have  criticisms  and 
charges  to  make.  _  _  .  Farm  Digest 
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From  Neiv  York  Times,  March  18  -  ' 

U.S.  SIGNS  PaGT  on  IIEXIC AN  CATTLE:  ANDERSON  REVEALS  ACTION  IN  FIGHT  ON  HOOF- 
MOUTH  DISEASE — $9,000,000  ASKED-TJashington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.  Anderson  announced  today  that  he  had  signed  the  Sanitary  Agreement  setting 
up  the  joint  United  St^^tes  Mexican  campaign  against  the  foot  and  mouth  disease 
outbreak  in  Mexico. 

He  said  that  he  had  asked  the  Budget  Bureau  for  a  $9,000,000,000  appropria- 
tion to  cover  the  costs  until  June  30  and  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  match 
funds  on  a  50-50  basis. 

The  Secretary's  remarks,  made  at  a  luncheon  given  by  Representative  George 
^J.  Gillie,  Republican,  of  Indiana,  in  honor  of  the  Mexican  members  of  the  Joint 
Agriculture  Commission,  marked  the  conclusion  of  several  weeks  of  negotiations. 
The  guests  included  members  of  both  House  and  Senate  agriculture  subcommittees 
hearing  the  bills  recently  enacted  to  empower  Secretary  Anderson  to  join  the 
Mexican  Government  in  a  vigorous  eradication  progr-m. 

The  scope  of  the  contemplated  campaign  was  indicated  by  the  Secretary's 
estimate  that  150,000  infected  cattle  would  be  killed  under  the  agreem.ent. 

The  joint  agreement  calls  for  the  setting  ud  of  headquarters  in  Mexico 
City,  vdth  a  director  from,  ^'^exico  and  a  co-director  from  the  United  States. 
The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  will  have  charge  of  this  work.     It  was  regarded 
as  a  foregone  conclusion  that  S.  0,  Fladness  would  be  United  States  head  in 
Mexico. 


GRAIN  TRADING  ^L'lRGINS  RAISED  IN  CHICAGO,  BUT  NOT  TO  THE  LE^/ELS  ASKED  BY  U.S, 
AGSNCY-Chicago-Directors  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  at  a  special  meeting 
today  met  in  part  a  request  by  the  Commodity  Exchange  .Authority  that  initial 
margin  renuirements  on  nev  speculative  trades  in  grain  futures  be  set  at  25 
percent  of  the  current  market  price. 

Effective  tomorrow,  m:\rgin  requirements  on  Ilarch  and  May  wheat  will  be 
60  cents  a  bushel,  or  about  22  percent  of-  the  closing  price  today  on  May  wheat, 
while  the  margin  on  the  July  and  September  was  set  at  i+O  cents,  or  less  than  20 
percent  of  the  market  price.     The  old  rate  on  all  v^heat  futures  was  30  cents 
a  bushel. 

Margins  on  corn  v/ere  advanced  6  cents  bo  24  cents  a  bushel,  and  on  oats 
6  cents  to  18  cunts.     Barley  miargins,  under- the  new  S3 ale  will  be  40  cents 
or  10  cents  higher  than  heretofore. 

The  Minneapolis  and  ^^^ansas  City  exchanges  have  acceded  in  v;hole  or  in  part 
to  txhe  Government  request  for  higher  margins*  '  . 

(other  items  appearing  in  today's      -  -   

New  York  Times  are  on  page  2  of 
the  Digest. ) 
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From  New  York  Times,  March  18  - 

INCREASED  EXPORTS  Ox^  'HEAT  DOUBTED:  FAO  "fARNS  GRO'TMO  M.TIGN3  TO  ACT  NO^T, 
HO'^E^/ER,  TO  BIR  POST  ElffiRGENCY  GLUT-Washington-A  reviev;  of  the  vrorld  ^\'heat 
situation  issued  today  by  the  Food  and  Ag^'iciLture  Organization,  said  that 
little  if  any  increase  in  export  supply  in  growing  countries  could  be  anticipated 
in  the  1947-48  crop  year, 

I'^arning,  however,  that  "burdensome  surpluses  nay  accumulate''  during  the  transi 
tion, period  after  the  present  food  emergency  the  FAC  urged  "postitive  wheat 
policies  developed  by  multilateral  consultation  among  governments  instead  of 
drastic  curtaiLment . " 

Representative  policies  on  Vv'hich  governments  should  cooperate  were  listed 
as  follows: 

Agreement  on  a  range  of  prices  fair  to  ex-^orting  and  Luporting  countries, 
and  observation  of  these  prices  in  international  wheat  dealings. 

Ii'lanagement  of  export  suoplies  through  agreed  upon  export  quotas,  "particular  1 
when  world  supplies  threaten  to  become  excessive  at  the  agreed  price." 

Developing  and  administering  arrangements  for  sales  at  special  prices  v/as 
recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  on  ^Torld  Food 
Proposals.  ■  ■ 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  "''arch  18  — 

,    FAKI  CREDIT  LOAN  PRIORITY  UPHELD- 'ashing ton-Tho  Supreme  Court  held  today 
that  Farm  Credit  Administration  loans  must  be-  repaid  before  other  creditors 
get  anything  f r- m  a  farmer's  estate. 

Justice  Rutledge  delii'^ered  the  court's  8-1  decision,  reading  it  for 
Justice  Murphy,  who  was  the  author,  but  was  absent  from  the  bench  today. 
Justice  Douglas . dissented,  holding  that  lower  courts  should  have  been  upheld. 
South  Dakota  courts  had  denied  the  United  States  priority. 


i^rom  ^''all  Street  Journal,  March  18  —  •  ' 

GALLOPING  GRAIN  price-s  give  Government  market  regulators  goos.e  pimples- 
First  they  fe.i.r  a  continued  climb,  particularly  in  wheat  prices,  because 
it  makes  more  likely  a  -  sudden  an.d  violent  reaction.     Commodity  Exchange  Authority 
officials  see  a  host  of  get  rich  quick  "little  fellows"  romping  in  txhe  futures 
markets.  .  , 

The  second  worry  is  that  present  prices-  are  gouging  foreign  and  domestic 
flour  buyers.     Should  v/h^at  prices  keep  mounting,  the  Ag'^^i culture  Department  might 
decide  to  turn  loose  seme  of  its  wheat  to  hip  millers  out.    As  of  February  1,  the 
Commodity  Corp.  held  about  50  million  bushels  more  than  was  needed  to  meet 
export  coinmitments  through  April, 

Meanwhile  Govern/aent  re  uested  margin  hikes  in  grain  futures  tr-  ding  won  t 
in  th ems  'Ives  hold  prices  down,  grain  experts  say.    Their  contention:  Government 
buying,  not  speculation,  is  the  real  gap  in  the  balloon. 
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From  Washington  Daily  ITews,  I%r,  17  -  , 

COnGSESS  GETS  A  BBMK  -  With  U.  S.  huying^ .power  and  the  European  food  situ- 
ation as  it  is,   Congress  doesn't  hav.e  to' worry  for  the  moraent  ahout  trouhle— 
sone  farn  surpluses^ 

\fh.p.t  s-arpluses  there  are,   such  as  in  eggs,  potatoes  and  turkeys,  are  taken 
care  of  so  far  as  the  farmers  are  concerned  hy  the  farra  price  support  program 
which  runs  until  Dec,  31,  1948, 

The  G-ovcriinent  so  far  has  lost  ahout  $80,000,000  svipporting  potato  prices. 
It  expects  to  spend  a"bout  $500,000  supporting  the  price  of  dried  skim  milk,  ,  It 
doenn' t  know'how  much  it  will  ha.ve  to  spend  supporting  turkey  prices  at  a  natiorr- 
al  average  of  27,9  cents  per  pound  to  farmers  and  egg  prices  at  33  cents  a  dozen 
to  farmers  in  the  Mid  West*  ■  - 

The  Agriculture  Department  'is  optimistic  aliout  the  egg  situation  hecauso  of 
the  high  comsunption  rate  and  the  large  purchases  of  dried  eggs  for  Britain,,  It 
has  started  "buying  frozen  eggs  to  support  the  market.     It  Tiade  its  first  turkey 
purchase  last  v;eck  of  35,000  pounds. 

But  storm  clouds  are  on  the  horizon.     So  Chairman  Clifford  Hope  of  the 
House  Agriculture  Comm.ittee  will  hold  extensive  hearings  in  April  and  May  on  • 
what  Congress  needs  to  do  in  the  way  of  long— range  legislation. 

Rep,  Hope's  idea  is  to  hold  hearings  this  year,  and  then  write  legislation 
next  year,  : 


From  0m?Jia  (Heh,)  World  Herald,  Mar.  11  -  ' 

FEEDERS  RAP  TRADE  PACTS  -  -The  Corn  Belt  livestock  Feeders  Association  wants 
Congr.ess  to  have  sole  authority  to  make  trade  agreements  with  foreign  countries. 

At  its  recent  meeting  in  Chicago  it  passed  a  resolution  asking  that  the 
trade  agreement  authority  "be  removed  from  the  State  Departm.ent, 

Another  resolution  req_uests  a  change  in  the  method  of  reporting  ma,rkct 
prices  paid  for  livestock;-    The  feeders  groups  req_uests  that  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  e.nd  the  livestock  markets  report  not  only  the  prices  paid  for  vo.rious 
grades  of  livestock  "but  also  the  percentage  of  sales  falling  into  each  class. 

From  Salt  Lal-e  City(Utah)  Trihune,  Mar,- 9  - 

EXPERT  ISSUES  WA.RlTIiTG  OIT  CATTLE  DISEiVSE  _  Warning  as  to  the  extreme  con- 
tagiousness of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  which  can  he  hrought  into  a  clean  area 
hy  failure  of  shearers  to  fumigate  clothing  and  shoes,  was  issued  Satu.rday  ."by 
Dr»  John  I,  Curtis,  Utah  state  veterinarian.. 

Although  Utah  is  not  a  "border  state  and  docs-  not  have  laws  req,uiring  f-jjni- 
gatibn  of  shearers'   outfits,  Muxican  shearing  outfits  sometimes  infiltrate  into 
this  area,  Lavar  Taylor,  president,  International  Sheep  Shearers^  Union  of  iTorth 
America,  Sutte,  warned  Utah  sheep  -rnv/crs,     ■    •  • 
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yrnm  El  Paso(Tex.)   Times,  Mar.  7  -  '  ' 

ITE  BOimSR  miCB  -  Editorial  -  AftcV  .going  into  the  suTojcct,  of  whether  or 
not  a  fence  should  "be  "built  along  the  TJ,  3.  Mexican  TDordcr,.xhc  Tines  has  cone 
to  the  conclusion  that  such  a  fence  would  "be  ini-practical.     It  would  not  serve 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  and  it  would- work  a  hardship  on  ranchers 
whose  cattle  c"btain  their  v/ater  frcn  the  Rio  Grande, 

Ta.llc  of  "building  the  fence  has  reached  almost  a  fever  pitch  since  the  out— 
"break  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Mexico,    Main  support  for  fhc  fence  has  cone 
fron  those  who  said  they  thought  it  would  keep  out  of  this  country  Mexican  cattle 
and  o'thcr  aninals  that  might    "bring  the  disease  across  the  "border.     Docs  anyone 
think  the  fence  would  not  "be  cut  if  cattle  were  "being, kept  from  v/atcr? 

And  how  could  such  a  fence  pos3i"bly  prevent  "buzzards  from  flying  from  one 
side  of  the  "border  to  the  other?    Persons  who  are  opposed  to  such  a  fence  should 
let  Washington  know  their  views,    A  mistaken  idea  prevails  in  our  capital  that 
residents  along  the  "border  are  strongly  in  favor  of  it, 

Eron  Canton  (Ohio)  Repository,  Mar,  8  - 

HO  if  TO  HOVE  THOSE  SPUDS  -  Editorial  -  Congressmen  arc  worried  .a"bcut  the 
nation's  huge  surplus  of  potatoes.    Recently  the  House  and  Senate  dining  room 
menus  included  jjotato  "brea.d,  potato  cake  and  potato  chips,   the  lattqr  furnished 
"by  the  iTational  Potato  Chip  Institute,  which  chipped  in  to  help  finance  the  meal^ 

Use  of  potatc  flour  in  'broa.d  and  other  hakery  products  is,  one  of  the  pro- 
posals recommended,  "but  it  isn't  the  cook  and  the  pastry  chef  who  c?ji  do  the 
"best  jo'o  of  devising  ways  to  move  the  potato  surplus,    V/h:-,t's  .needed  are 
scientists  well-grounded  in  organic  chemistroy, 

Remem"bcr' what  happened  when  George  V/ashington  Cc?.rver  devoted  his  a.ttention 
to  the  peanut,  which,   like  the  poto.to,  is  made  up  mostly  of  hydrocar'bons?  He 
found  half  a  hundred  nov;  uses  for  it. 

Turn  a  good  organic  chemist  loose  on  the  potato  and.t'ncre'd  "be  potato  'bath 
mats,  potato  perfume,  potato  lu'bricants  and  a  potato  pla,stic. 

Prom  iTcward  (H.J,)  Hews,  Mar.  11  - 

P~IGE  HIIOD  IH  BREAD  -  Editorial  -  A  rise  in  the  price  of  "bread,  ranging 
from  -g-  cent  to  3  cents  a  loaf,  has  suddenly  swept  across  the  country,  I:>- 
creased  costs  of  lahor  and  ingredients  arc'  given  as  the  reason,  "but  the 
spontn;ncity  of  the  increase  is  strongly  suggestive  of  a  close  community  of 
interest  existing  among  the  corj.i>-; rcial  "bakers,  with  the  smallr.r  fry  in  the  inr- 
dustry    tagging  along.     It  is  of  no  small  significance  that  one  large  chain 
store,   operating  in  this  area,  has  declared  that  its  "bread  prices' would  r  emam 
at  present  levels  and  that  it  saw  "no  immediate  prospect"  cf  an  increase. 

In  ilcv/ark  and  vicinity  a  1-ccnt  increase  in  the  retail  price  in  marjy  stores 
was  announced  as  effective  yesterday,     after  v/holesalors  had  given  notice  of  a 
half-cent  increase  in  the  xi^holcsale  price,     0"bviouGly  the  1-cunt  retail  "boost 
means  a  larger  profit  for  storekeepers  who  put  it  into  effect. 
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From  New  York  Times,'  March  19  - 

^•■JHEAT  PLUI'MEMTS  18|  G.MTS  IN  D\Y:  OPENS  AT  ''pa. 05,  UP  8^  CENTS,  A  30-YEAR 
HIGH,         REACTS  LI'^IT  ^"HEN  LONGS  UNLOAD-Chicago-''Jheat  and  corn  futures  broke 
badly  today  on  the  Chicago  Bord  of  Trade  after  a  higher  opening.    March  i^/heat 
was  up  8^  cents  a  bushel  at  the  start  to  $3.05,  a  new  high  since  I^^ay  9, 
1917.     But  the  market  turned  reactionary  later ,^  the  price  breaking  I8-5 
cents  '.from  the  top  vrith  the  finish  at  .$2.86^,  off  10  cents,  the  permissible 
limit,  from  Monday's  closing  level.    May  and  '^uly  wheat  also  closed  at  the 
bottom,  off  10  cents  and  September  was  93/4  to  10  cents  lower.     Corn  futures 
finished  73/4  to  8  cents  lower,  the  latter  the  limit  for  one  day's  operation.  . 
Oats  lost  4-  to  5  5/8  cents  and  barley  was  unchanged  to  2  cents  lower. 


HIGH  MEAT  PRICES  SCORED  BY  ^/JILSON:   SAYS  FrfBLIC  IS  BACKING  OFF-Chicagc^ 
Thomas  E.  vVilson,   chairman  of  ^'Jilscn  &  Co.,  meat  packers,  said  today  "that 
the  American  people  are  backing  off  from  high  prices." 

At  arx  annual  stockholders'  meeting  Mr.  'Tilson  said  "that  prices  are  too 
high— '$30  cattle  is  too  high  priced." 

■   "The  country  woial.d  be  better  off  if  the  prices  of  livestock  went  down," 
he  added. .  ' '  ,  . 


HARVESTER  ISSUES  LIST  (S?  PRICE  CTJTS:  ;'^20,000,000  TOTAL  COVERS  I63  MODELS 
OF  TRICTORS,  F.'uRM  ?T\CHT^1S3  AND  TPJICKS-Chic ago-International"  Harvester  Company, 
"la  accordance  with  its  announced  program  of  reducing  prices  ,by  approximately 
!^20,000,900  a  year,  made  public  today  specific  price  reductions  in  I63  basic 
models    C  tractors,  farm  maohin.js,  industrial  power  eouiom.ent  and  motor  trucks. 

The  price  reductions,  made  effective  a*s  of  ^'-^arch  10  in  the  United  States 
covered  twelve  f a' m  tractor  models,  123  farm  machines ,   sixteen  models  of 
industrial  tractors  and  engines,  and  twelve  models  of  motor  truci^s. 

Reductions  on  individual  items  ranged  from.  '^'2.50  to  o300  and  from  1 
percent  to  23.8  percent.     Prices  were  not  reduced  on  all  Harvester  products. 


FIRST  'DAILY  DIGEST'   ISSUED  B^  GONGRESS-Washington-The  "Daily  Dige'st,-";  . 
an  official  summary  of  Congressional  action,  made  its  debut  today  as  a  twenty 
eight  page'  appendix  to  the  Congressional  Record, 

The  Digest,  reiuired  by  the  ■"-legislative  Reorganization  Act  of  1946,  is 
designed  to  sum  up  the  daily  activities  of  both  houst^s  and  their  committees 
in  five  minutes  of  reading  time.     The  first  edition  also  summarizes  principal 
actions  of  Congress  since  the  beginning  of  thu  current  session.    Hereafter  it 
will  appear  daily  as  a  part  of  thy  Congressional  Record  and  is  expected  :to  be 
made  available  separately  by  subscription  for  ready  refer  nee  in  looseleaf  form. 
The  Digest  lists  the  bills  introduced  and  reported  by  committees  as  t'oII'  as 
act:. on  taken  on  any  measures  by  either  chamiber.     It  contains  a  list  of  committee 
and  subcomim.it tee  meetings  and  the  subjects  ivith  \vhich  they  dealt  and  a  list  of 
such  meetings  echeduled  for  the  following  day. 
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From  Ne-""}  York  "journal  of  Commerce^  i>'iarch  19  - 
C.EA  BILL  TO 

CONrTRESS  .^CT  SPEEDILY  CM  MK\SIIRE-'%shin,gton- .  Legislation  which  would  give  the 
Commodity  Exchange  Authority  specific  power  to  est'-blish  margin  re'iuirements 
for  trading  in  regulated  futur'ss  markets  is  now  being  prepar  d  at  GEAj  it  v;as 
learned  today. 

Such  proposed  legislation  may  be  sent  to  the  Congress  in  the  next  two 
weeksj  along  vn.th  a  re  'uest  from  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  F.  Anderson 
for  early  action. 

I'-'hile  the  proposed  le-gislation  is  directed  primarily  tov/ard  granting 
CE'i  authority  to  namG  margin  lev^-ls,.  some  other  changes  in  CEA's  regulatory 
powers  may  also  b-,;  considered  in  the  event  that  Congress  shows  a  disposition 
to  go  along  with  th---  margin  request,  it  was  indicated. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  operTtion  of  the  cotton  futures  markets  last 
October^  when  the  market  broke  sharply,  together  v/ith  dissatisfaction  concerning 
the  failure  of  th;-  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  to  accede  completely  to  CEA's 
reouest  of  last  wee!--  for  a  25  percent  margin  on  all  new  speculative  contracts 
for  wheat,  are  the  prime  reasons  why  CEA  thinks  that  new  is  the  time  to  ask 
for  legislation. 


U.S.  SUGAR  SUPPLY  SZM  NOPHIL  IN  '49;  PER  CAPIT  I  STOCK  UP  17  POUNDS  THIS 
YEAR,  FORIM  SPEAKER  STATES-Sach  person  in  the  United  States  will  find  17  more 
pounds  of  sugar  available  this  year  than  last  and  probably  will  be  bick  to 
his  prewar  supoly  by  1948,  according  to  speakers  last  night  on  the  ^veekl^^  busi- 
ness forum,  conducted  by  the  Commerce  and  Industry  nssociation  over  Station 

mcA. 

Participating  in  the  program  vjere  John  C.  Cjirdner^  president  of  the 
Nev.r  York  Coffee  and  Sug'^^r  Exchange;  Milton  L.  Kuber,  director  of  research 
and  statistics  for  B,  V'J.  Dyer  and  Co.,  and  Earl  T.  MacHardy,  assistant  vice 
■president  for  Refined  Syrups  and  Sugars,  Inc.,  in  Yonkers, 


From  L^all  Street  Journal,  March  19  - 


REA  P4SSTS        BILLION  MAIK  IN  LOAN  PROGRA'^T  TO  SLXTRIFY  RUIUL  U.3.-^"ashington- 
The  nation's  farms  last  nifrht  figuratively  lighted  up  in  a  federally  sponsored 
billion  dollar  blaze  of  glory. 

The  occasion:     Yesterday  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  passed 
the  billion  dollar  mark  in  its  lending  orogrnm  to  electrify  rural  America, 


DELEGATES  FR('M  AO  NATIONS  BEGIN  P-vRL'^^Y  ON  'JGRLD  ^TH'IAT  SIT'T/iTION-Lcndon- 
Delegates  of  AO  nations  sat  down  to  confer  about  wheat  amid  predictions  that 
the  conference  is  likely  to  produce  "tough  sledding"  and  wrangling. 

Adding  the  conference  British  Food  i^'-iinister  John  Strnchey  said,  "one 
of  the  facts  which  we  have  to  dea].  with  is  that  few,  if  any,  goverrunents  today 
'Are  willing  to  allow  tht-;ir  agriculture  be  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  unregulated 
forces  of  supply  and  demaridin  an  uncontrolled  world  market," 
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JVom  Chicago  ITews,  Mar*  11  -  "        '      '  > 

i'SEIGKT  GilR  CRISIS  PliiaiLS  "POOD' '  SUPPLY  ^  Michigan  City,  Ind,  -  American 
railways  are  short  1,000,000  freight'  cars, 

U,  S^  industry  is  "being  slowed  down  at  loading  do'feks  everywhere  while 
shippers  y/histle  in  vain  for  rail  eq_iiipinent, 

Iilheat  and  corn  are  wasting  away  in  weevil  and ' rat-infested  country  eleva— ' 
tors  and  farm  granaries  when  it  might  "be  moving  to  terminals  and  ocean  liner 
"bound  for  the  world^s  hungry  millionsi  ■ 

Railroads  are  handicapped  "by  having  in  service  only  1,740,000  cars, 
560,000  fev;er  than  ^;hey  owned  in  the  late  '  20s»    And  one  third  of  this  reduced 
n-um"ber  are  over  cige,  25  or  more  ,  years  old. 


From  ¥ilkes  Barre  (Pa,)  Timps-'lieader  News,  I%r,  12  - 

HIGHSR  BEEAD  PRICES  ~  Bditorial  -  Bread  may  "be  the  staff  of  life,  hut  the 
pu"blic  v/ill  not  lean  on  it  too  heavily  if  prices  get  out  of  hand. 

Bread  will  hardly  "be  eliminated  from  the  daily-  diet  of  Americans,  under  ar^ 
circ\imstnaces,  "but  consumption  can  "be,  and  perhaps  will  "be,  radically  curtailed, 
Censumers  have  shown  they  can  manage  on  suDstitutes  or  on  surprisingly  little  of 
any ''product.  In  the  end,  those,  dependent  upon  wheat  for  a  livelihood,  may  find 
they  have  priced  themselves  out  of  a  large  portion  of  their  "business, 

Hot  even  "bread  is  indispensa"ble.    In  fact,  many  individuals,  inclined  to 
overweight,  shied  away  from  it  when  if  was  plentiful  and  cheap. 

Prom  Par  go  (11,1), )  Porum,  Mar,  12  ~  ' 

WOULJ:  COITTROL  MARKSTIITC  hot  IkWi  OUTPUT  ~  Regulation  of  farm  marketing 
rather  than. farm  production  to  keep  farm  prices  at  an  adequate  level  —  without 
the  use  ®f  federal  government  suh-Sidies       was  advocated  last  night  "by  DeLos 
James,  m.anagcr  of  the  agri cultural •  department  of  the  U^  S,  Cham"ber  *f  Commerce, 

James,  v/ho  spoke  hero  a,t  a  meeting  arranged  "by  the  Greater  North  Dakota 
association,  said  such  un-3u"bsidized  regulation  might  "be  directed  "by  a  hi-parti- 
san  hoard,  " 

He  emphasized,  his  personal  view  tha,t  plans  "based  on  acreage  adjustments  are 
not  effective  in  controlling  the  amounts  of  commodities  reaching  market.  He 
suggested  instead  that,  after  demand  has  "been  estimated  in  advance,  farm  pro- 
ducers "be  given  marketing  quotas  which  would  prevent  over-supply  and  resultant 
low  prices^ 

Prom  Lewiston  (Me.)  Sun,  Mar,  13  - . 

Crop  IliSUPASCE  _  Editorial      The  disclosure  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Anderson  that  the  Federal  crop  insurance  program  lost  120  million  in  cotton  last 
year  is  "being  interpreted  to  mean  that  Congress  is  likely  to  drop  insurance  loans 
to  farmers  in  the  next  hudget,  ' 

Crop  insurance  has  suffered  sethacks  hefore,  and  losses  hecame  so  heavy  in 
1943  that  Congress  refused  to  vote  its  continuance.  It  is  a  How  Deal  expedient 
that  looks  fine  in  theory,  "but  this  latest  evidence  rf  its  unw»rIo."bility  should 
convince  Congress  it  ought  to  "be  discontinued, 
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From  Montgomery  (Ala»)  Advertiser,  Mar,  13  - 

AlTD  ITOl'  IT^S_BEEAD  -Editorial  -  In  an^  oconony .  Euch  as  ours  where  dollars 
arc  spent  far  more  freely  than  dimes  used  to  "be,   the    lowly  penny  has  lost  much 
of  its  former  significance  except'  in  making  sales-tax  change  or  in  purchasing 
postage  stamps  for  uncevercd  correspondence.     Yet  even  a  i^cnny  still_  means  some- 
thing very  concrete  and  unpleasant  when  it  represents  a  rise  of  approximately 
ten  per  cent  in  the  cost  of  so  common  a  necessit:^^  as  a  loaf  @f  iDread, 

This  time  last  year  The  Advertiser  was  pleading  with  Congress  to  held  the 
price  line  for  the  sake  of  people  on  fixed  income*    ¥e  pointed  out  time  after 
time  that  if  "basic  living  costs  v/orc  permitted  to  soar,   the  average  family  would 
suffer  and  still  greater  industrial  strife  would  he  incvitahle.    But  the 
Repuhlicans,  and  some  of  the  Eemocrats  who  ought  to  "be  under  the  Rcpu'blican  la"bel, 
crippled  OPA  and  finally  have  killed  it, 

llov/  even  the  "big  financial  "experts"  who  scrcamied  for  an  end  to  all  con- 
trols arc  taking  to  cover.     They  see  inevita"ble  strikes  ahead  "by  people  who 
never  would  have  struck  if  living  costs  had  hcen  hold  in  line, 

From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  Mar,  12- 

PEEB  MiAEKET  IIRC-EP  lOR  AGHICULTUBE  -  The  hest  program  for  the  continued'" 
prosperity  of  agriculture  is  one  that  allows  a  free  market  and  a  free  price, 
with  limited  su"bsidy  and  lirndtcd  government  control,  Dr,  Roger  B,  Corhett, 
secretary  of  the  American  I'arm  Bureau  yodoration,  declared  at  the  Soriiccticut 
Milk  Broduccrs  Association  Tuesday  night, 

"X  v/ould  like  to  see  the  agricultural  people  in  Connecticut  act  nov/  while 
there  is  time  to  think  clearly,"  he  said  in  urging  agricultural -leaders  to  for- 
mulate their  own  national  farm  program  to  fill  the  gap  which  expiration  of  the 
Stcagall  amendment  next  year  will  leave, 

Dr^  Cor"bctt  proposed  that  the  agricultural  prohlcms  could  "be  solved  "by  a 
monetary  or  fiscal  policy  of  -virhich  a  small  commission  would  control  money,  crcdil^ 
interest  rates  and  taxes,     "There  is  no  agreement  on  this  plan  yet, "  he  explain- 
ed,   "and  politically,   it  has  its  weak  points, "  •  • 

i 

Erom  Cleveland  (Oiiio)  Plain  Dealer,  Mar,- 14  - 

THE  OLEO  ISSUE  _  Editorial  -•■  The  State  Legislature  has  just  a"bout  run  out 
of  excuses  for  keeping  on  the  statue  "books  a  prohi"bition  against  the  sale  of 
yellov;  oleomargarine. 

At  the  insistence  of  Ohio  dairy  interests  the  Legislature  has  kept  in  force 
a  law  rccTuiring    that  oleomargarine  sold  in  Ohio  must  "be  white  in  color  when  it 
crosses  the  grocer' s  counter  to  the  housewife,  who  goes  home  and  spends  time 
giving  it  a  "butter  yellow  complexion. 

The  Legislature  ought  to  loass  the  hill  hy  Senarors  Margaret  A,  Mahoney  of 
Cleveland  and  Pred  &,  Reiners  of  Cincinnati  to  perm^it  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  oleomargarine  that  isn' t  tlcached  white^     There  is  no  miorc  excuse  for  the 
Legislature  not  doing  so  than  there  is  for  it  to  pass  a  "bill  requiring  that 
only  white  ora,ngeadc  "be  o"btaina"ble  in  Ohio, 
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DAILY  FAF,M  DIGEST     I  SERIAL  RECOSS  fr.S.  DEPAETMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  March  21,  19^7)        /         fl.7r-  o ^^--^      '  Office  of  Information 

I  '»'/^<"C  <;  b  Jb4/  /  Washington  25.  D.C. 

(The  newspapers  a|iii  ^R^^^'d/lieiB  these  agricultural  items  are 

taken  are  on  file  in  Pre'&s-.Se^'^4i^^_R£om  4-i4a.  |  Phone  Gene  Harrison- at  603I.  ) 

From  riev  York  Times.  March  21 


U.S.  BARS  GRAIN  TO  YUGOSLAVS;  FINDS  OTHERS  IN  GREATER  I^IEED -Washington  -  The 
United.  States  has  turned  down  on  all  counts  Yugoslavia's  requests  for  grain  to 
relieve  her  food  needs^  the  State  Department  announced  today.    Under  the  decision. 
Yugoslavia  will  get  no  relief  from  the  $35^.000.000  appropriation  hill  now  "before 
Congress. 

Neither  will  sh.e  he  permitted  to  acquire  grain  here  for  se verbal  months, 
if  then,  either  through  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration 
channels  or  hy  outright  purchase.   .   .  . 

The  State  Department  held  that  Yugoslavia  either  was  in  a  position  to 
take  care  of  her  own  needs  or.  if  this  were  not  entirely  the  case,   she  did  not 
stand  as  a  country  in  "greatest  need"  and  therefore  must  he  passed  over. 


BUMPER  CROPS  SEEN  IN  PLANTING  PLANS -Washington, (AP)   -  Another  humper  crop 
production  year,  topped  hy  what  may  "be  the  largest  wheat  crop  ever  harvested, 
was  forecast  today  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  forecast  was  in  a  re- 
port showing  farmers  plan  to  plant  slightly  larger  acreages  than  during  the  last 
two  seasons. 


LOSSES  ON  CROPS  SHOWN;  NEW  BASIS  FOR  U.  S.  INSURANCE  FIGURING  URGED  BY 
GEISSLER -Washington, (A?)   -  Reporting  that  the  Government  has  lost  $67,500,000  on 
crop  insurance,  Gus  Geissler,  manager  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corportion, 
recommended  today  that  "we  retreat  to  a  more  nearly  experimental  hasis."    He  told 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee  the  program  should  "be  continued,  hut  that  it 
should  he  determined  how  to  get  various  crops  on  a  hasis  where  premiums  will  cover 
losses .  ■     ■       ■  . 

He  suggested  that  Congress  authorize  the  corporation  to  figure  hoth  prem- 
iums and  loss  payments  in  either  the  parity  price  or  support  price  of  covered 
commodities. 


PRICE  INDEX  DROPS  WITH  FOOD  CHEAPER;  FIVE -WEEK  ADVANCE  IS  HALTED  BY  O.yjo 
DECLINE  FOR  WEEK  ENDED  ON  MAF;CH  I5 -Washington  -  After  five  weeks  of  steady  advances, 
average  primary  market  prices  dropped  O.3  per  cent  hecause  of  lower  prices  for 
some  foods  during  the  week  endod  March  I5.  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Lahor  Sta- 
tistics of  the  United  States  Departm^ent  of  Lahor.   .   .  . 

Substantial  declines  for  pork  and  hutter  were  primarily  responsible  for  a 
decrease  of  2.5  pe^  cent  in  food  prices  during  the  week.     On  the  average  foods 
were  3-5  P^j^  cent  higher  than  four  x^eeks  earlier  and  52.1  per  cent  above  a  .year 
ago. 


(For  other  items  from^  today's 
N.Y.  Times,  turn  to  page  2.) 
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From  New  York  Times^  March  21  (Cont.)  - 

miTE-  HOUSE  CANCELS  EGG -ROLLING,  AS  IN  WAR,  BECAUSE  ¥jm  STARVE -Washingtorx  - 
The  continued  cancellation  of  the  traditional  annual  White  House  egg  rolling  on 
Easter  Monday,  which  was  not  held  during  war  times,  was  announced  today  "by  Mrs. 
James  M.  Helm,  the  White  House  social  secretary. 

Mrs.  Helm  said  that  with  so  much  hunger  in  the  world  the  White  House  would 
not  foster  "an  orgy  of  wasted  eggs."  .      ■  ' 


MUX  PRICE  WILL  STAY  UP;  SEASONi^i  DROP  IN  THIS  AREA  IS  DELAYED  A  MONTH  TO 
MAY  1 -VJashington  -  The  Department  of  Agriculture  said  today  that  because  of  the 
recent  increase  in  cattle -feeding  costs  April  fluid  milk  prices  for  the  New  York 
milk  shed  would  be  held  at  the  March  level  until  May  1  instead  of  making  the 
seasonal  drop  scheduled  for  April  1. 

The  order  covering  minimum  producer  prices  applies  also  to  the  other  large 
northeastern  markets,  Boston,  Lowell,  Lawrence  and  Fall  River,  Mass.,  so  that 
uneq,ual  price  relationships  would  not  attract  milk  from  one  shed  to  the  other. 

These  are  the  continuing  prices:  New  York,  3«5  per  cent  hutterfat,  $ij-.58 
per  c.w.t.;  Boston,  3'T  per  cent  buttorfat,  $i+.77;  Lowell -Lawrence,  3.7  per  cent 
butterfat  f .o.b.  city  $5-21;  Fall  River,  3-7  butterfat,  f.o.b.  city  $5-52. 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  March  21  -  , 

19^6  COTTON  CROP  0^/SR  EXPECTATIONS;  CENSUS  BUREAU  REPORTS  8,513,489  BLS. 
GINNED  IN  CURRENT  SEASON -Washington  -  The  Census  Bureau  reported  today  that  8,513;- 
kd9  running  bales  of  cotton  were  produced  during  the  cui^rent  season  in  the  United 
States,  the  shortest  crop  since  1921.     The  totals  were  about  200,000  running  bales 
FiOre  than  the  trade  had  expected,  on  the  basis  of'  tb.;  Dec.  1  forecast  of  8,3l6,00 
running  beiles. 


SOUTH  ALASKA'S  VIRGIN  TIMBERLANDS  FmARD  LONG  SEARCH  FOR  NEWSPRINT -Washing- 
ton -  Timberlands  of  ::,outhcast  Alaska  will  soon  be  opened  to  a  newsprint  industry'- 
whose  prospects  for  expanding  production  elsewhere  on  the  continent  are  cramped 
by  dimdnishing  forests. 

It  is  known  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  intends  to  call  for  bids  on 
Alaskan  timber  within  a  few  weeks.     Two  large  United  St8.tes  newsprint  concerns, 
after  surveying  the  site,  have  indicated  their  immediate  intention  to  install  mills 
in  Alaska. 

Names  of  the  two  concerns  and  the  financial  interests  behind  the  prospec- 
tive ventures  will  be  announced  shortly,  when  USDA's  Forest  Service  advertises  for 
bids  on  timber  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest  of  Southeast  Alaska. 


From  New  York  Vail  Street  Journal,  March  21  -  ■ 

PRICE  SUPPORT  fr^r  farm  crops  won't  be  made  permanent  by  this  Congress.  Pre- 
sent authority  expires  at  the  end  of  19^+8.    Five  such  programs  now  operate,  but  a 
price  plunge  could  force  the  Government  to  put  "floors"  under  l60-odd  commodities. 
Uncle  Sem  already  owns  22  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs,  a  half  million  turkeys. 
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'From  Lunchlmrg  (Va.)'  ITews,  liar,  16  -  ' 

A  i/ISD  SSAST  _  Editorial  -  Secretary  Anderson,  advocating  "further  correc- 
tive measures"  to  curt  "speculative'  excesses""  in  the  nation's  commodity  ma-r— 
kets,   said  an  investigation  "by  the  Agriculture  Department's  Commodity  H.xchange 
Authority  of  the  spectacular'  cotton  m.arket  collapse  last  Octoher  shows  the 
need  for  additiona,l  controls. 

Secretary  Anderson  has  made  only  one  specific  recommendation  and  that 
deals  v/ith.  the  cotton  market.    He  has  asked  the  Commodity  Exchange  Commission 
to  limit  speculative  holdings  of  individu£?2  traders  to  SOjOOO  hales  of  cotton 
in  all  futiires  comhined.    Present  regulations  permit  30,000  "bales  in' each, 
future.  The  commission,  which  is  composed  of  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture 
and  Conmicrce  and  the  Attorney  General,   is  expected  to  approve  this  nev;  limita^ 
tion  soon. 

Secretary  Anderson  in  making  his  recommendation* concerning  the  cotton 
market  has  not  acted  hastily.    He  has  awaited  the  findings  of  a  "board  of  ex- 
perts,    2he  Hews  "believes  the  Secretary  is  on  the  right  track.    He  should 
direct  his  department's  Commodity  Exchange  Authority -to  make  studies  in  other 
commodity  fields  and  suhmit  the  results  for  consideration. 

Margin  trading  can  "become  like  a  run-av/ay  steed  quickly,    'Unless  the 
reins  are  tightened  a  runaway  horse  can  plunge  over  the  precipice, 

From  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  Ifer.  17  - 

15-C51I2  BEEAK  AITE  $3  IfflEAT  _  Editorial  -  Throughout  most  of  the  country 
"bread  prices  have  just  gone  up  a  cent  a  Icafo     The  old  nickel  loaf  of  lamented 
memory  thus  recedes  farther  into  history, 

Dearer  "bread  cuts  a  considera"blc  hole  in  the  food  "budget  of  large  fajnilies 
with  low  incomes.     They  are  the  "big  "bread  eaters  of  the  country. 

The  price  is  a  direct  reflection  of  wheat  prices,     Recently  v/hcat  has  "been 
selling  for  cash  ac  o2, 75  a  "bushel  in  Chicago,  up'  63  cents  since  the  first  of 
rhe  year,  and  almost  a  dollar  in  the  last  twelve  months j 

Por  farmers  with  wheat  stored  in  "bins  or  elevators  or  even  ujider  G-ovorr-- 
ment  loans,   this  gain  means  almost  unprecedented  prosperity,    liarely  ha,ve  v/heat 
prices  "been  higher.     In  May,  1917,   they  touched  $3,01  a  "bushel  at  Kansas  City, 
and  in  Hay,  1920,   $2.93,     These  prices  contrasted  with  42  cents  in  Decem"ber, 
1932,  a  figiire  that  meant  a"bout  30  cents  on  the  farm  and  caused  some  farmers, 
to  "bm-n  wheat  rather  than  market  it. 

Prom  Mem.phis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  Mar„  14  - 

EniS?  HOI  LUITCH  PLAIT  ~  Editorial  -  The  determination  of  Memphis  and  Shel"by 
County  school  authorities  to  continue  the  "hot  lunch  program"  for  school 
children  is'  reassuring. 

Perhaps  the  responsi"bility  for  such  a  program  rests  on'  the  local  level  in- 
stead of  through  Pederal  aid,  hut  the  important  thing  is  that  it  will  "be  conr- 
tinued,    We  long  have  "been  suspicious  of  Pederal  handouts,  for  usually  they  are 
accompanied  "by  a  "papa  fix"  "bureaucrat  who  v/ants  everything  in  sight.  The 
school  lunch  assi.stande  did  not  seem  to  "'oe  thus  "burdened,  and  it  prohahly  v/ill 
mean  a  loss_  to  children  in  communities  where  the  school  administrators  are 
less  sensitive  to  the  pupil's  dietary''  needs  and  less  resolute  in  going  aoout 
getting  aido 
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rrom  Grand  Bapids  (Mich.)  Herald,  Mar,  14  - 


TH3  SUGAR  ~  Editorial  ^  Hop.  Albert  J.-  Engel  -of  Muskegon,  justiiia- 

TdIv  concerne.d  for  the  fruit  and  vegeta"ble  growers  of  his  district,  v/hosc  pro~ 
ducts  go  to  waste  fo:-  lack  of  sugar  for  canning,  calls  attention  to  some  glaring 
inequities  in  distribution,  ? 

The  40  per  cent  increase  in  the  household  sugar  ration  —  from  25  pounds_  | 
to  35  pounds  for  each  person  —  looks  generous,  he  points  out,  "but  it  is  like 
"giving  a  person  a  dime  instead  of  a  nickel  when  he  needs  50  cents  for  a  meal," 
He  was  talking  ahout  the  increase  that  gives  the  home  cons^'amer  an  extra  10  p 
pounds,   out  talces  away  the  extra  10  pounds  ration  for  home  canning  v/hich  ©as 
given  in  past  year-s,  "         ;  '  ■  . 

The  family  v;hich  puts  up  its  own  canned  fruits  -gains  nothing. 
The  family  which  huys  commercia,lly  canned  fruit-  gains  10  poimds  a -person, 
Mr,  2n^:cl  goes  nsirt  way  in  approaching  a  solution  when  he  proposes  an 
extra  10-pound  canning  ration  for  "bona  fide  farm  residents.    He  will  hoar  pro- 
tests from  many  City  residents  on  that  score,   for  many  a  houscv/ife  prefers  her 
own  candied  peaches  and  cherries  and  v/hat  not  to-  the  variety  that  comes  from 
grocery  shelves  in  tins;  '  ■  _  ■  •  ' 

Trom  Grand  Rapi'ds  Press,  Mar,  18  " 

POimSR  U.  S.   SPUD  KilPOHT  ~  Will  the  federal  report  on  March  1  potato 
holdings  have  the  same  effect  upon  the  tu"bcr  deal  as  the  Jan,  1  report  h:..d  on 
the  onion  deal? 

That  Tg;uesticn  was  pondered  by  members  of  the  west  Michigan  potato  trade 
attending  Tuesday's  quiet  session  of  the  city  wholesale  'market. 

Dealers  and  growers  recalled  hov;  the  union  m&rkct  put  on  a  year-end 
spurt  in  price  values  and  then  abruptly  turned  bearish  upon  release  of  -.a  ■ 
federal  report  showing  Jan,  1  holdings  to  be  allegedly  larger  than  stocks 
actually  in  storage.     The  nnicn  producers  charged  the  government  with  ms-I:ing 
a  "bum"  guess,  '    '  _ 

Grand  Rapids  potato  handlers  hoped  the  same  bearish  development  v/ould 
not  take  place  in  the  tuber  deal,  _  There  was  a  feeling  that'  federal-  statis- 
■  icians  may  have  been  more  careful  in  their  latest  estim^ate,  after  having  been 
taken  to  task  by  the  onion  grcv/ers,' 

Prom  S'ashville  Tennessean,  I-'Iar,  16  - 

SL0q,U3HT  DOLIARS-  Editorial  -  In  Robertson  County  there  are  fifty-four 
farm  ojjerators  who  bought  their  farms  under  the  Banlchead-Jones  Tenant  Purchase 
Act,     During  1946  these  tenant  purchase  borrcv/ers  made  an-  average  payment  of 
$1,000  on  their  loans. 

Granted  that  conditions  are  very  favorable  for  agricultural  loan  repay- 
ment,  these  arc  still  eloquent  dolla.rs. 

Because  of  its  limited  operation,   the  tenant  purchase  law  has  been  no  more 
than  an  experiment  to  determine  if  the  evil  of  tenantry  can  be  eliminated, 
'Tested  in  a  small  way  in  most  of  the  counties  of  the  nation,   the  law  has  been 
a  most  successful  experiment. 

It' has  opened  the  way  fo  a  land  progrrm  on  a  gigantic  scale,  Certain 
changes  should  of  course  be  made  in  the  bigger  program.     The  test  program  has 
shown  that  the  interest  rate  is  t4o  high  and  that  the  duration  of  the  loand- 
should  be  extended  to  counteract  the  effects  of  a  depression. 


larm  Digest  56o-47 


\    ,      DAILY  FAM  mWS  DIGEST    ••  .  U.S.  UKPiJlTKENT  OF  AGRICI-LTTJRE 

a^'-  ^(For  March  13,  Office  of  Information 

Washington  25,  D.C. 

(The  nei.Tpapers  and  nagaz'ines  from.. which  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  i^l^i-u    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6O3I) 


■I 


From  New  York  Times,  March  13  - 

CONGRESS  PASSES  BILL  TO  ENL  OPA-t'ashingtonr-A  bill  to  close  out  the  office 
of  Price  Administration  by  June  30  cleared  Congress  today  and'  only,  the'  signature 
of  President  Truman  v^as  necessary  to  schedule  the  end  of  the  wartime  rationing' and 
price  control  agency. 

Actually,  the  OPA  may  cease  operations  well -before  June  30,  for  more  than 
$14,000,000  finally  provided  lor  its  liquidation  v^iii  last,  at  most  through  April. 
That  sum  is  all  that  is  availf.ble  for  .operation  between  nov^  and  July  1  for  paying 
off  OPA's  employes  and  closing  its  business. 


'HYSTERIA'  OVER  PORK  IS  HIT  AS  PRICES  MLL-Chicago-Thc  American  Meat' 
Institute,  trade  organization  of  the  meat  .packing  industry,  said  today  that 
"the  mj^h  of  skyrocketing  pork  prices  has  exploded," 

"V^hen  live  hog  prices  sharplj^"  advanced  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,"  the 
institute's  statement  said,  "there  were  hysterical  predictions,  by  people 
outside  the  meat  business,  that  extremely  high  pork  prices  were  on  the  way, 

"Hov/ever,  by  today,  as  compared  Vvdth  two  weeks  ago,  pork  loins,  v/hence  come 
chops,  have  dropped  6  to  10  cents  per  pound,  depending  on  weighs,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country.    And  other  cuts,  such  as  hams,  picnics,  shoulders  and  Boston' 
butts  have  declined  moderately  or  remained  about  stationary, 

"Consumer  demand  for  the  available  supply  of  pork — ^^vhich  supply  is 
limited  right  now — always  determines  pork  prices." 


HOOVER  BARS  RELIEF  POST-;  REFUSj\I.  IS  UNCONDITIONAL—TALKS  ¥,T:TH  TRUI.'IAN  IN 
TiliHITE  HOUSE-Washington-Herbert  ^oover  said  today  that  "under  no  possible 
circimstance"  would  he  accept  the  job  of  administrator  and  coordinator  of 
Am.erican  relief  abroad « 

"At  my  tine  in  life  I  have  reached  the  stage  of  advice  and  consultation," 
he  said,  after  conferring  vdth  President  Truman.    We  said  his  talk  Mrlth  Mr. 
Triman  had  been  confined  to  questions  of  the  administration  of  relief,    ^e  said 
they  had  not  discussed  the  particular  problems  of  Greece  and  Turkey, 

He  said  the  overall  estimate  for  direct  relief  amounted  to  ^1,250,000,000. 


OUTLINES  PROGPJJ:.!  TO  SPBZD  FREIGHT:  T'''"'1'^'N  SE^S  TTIRTT   ■POL'TT)'  TT|'E  CUT  TO  24 
HOURS  BY  USE  OF  ELrCIHIC  TYPE  TRUCKS-Immediate  relief  for  the  freight  car ^shortage 
can  be  provided  by  reducing  turrr- around  time  at  freight  terminals  through  more 
systematic  use  of  neiv  autom.otive  type  electric  trucks  to  speed  ud  unloading 
operations,  Elm.er  F.  Troonan,  general  manager  of  the  Automatic  Transportation 
Com.pany,  Chicago,  suggested  litere  yesterday. 
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P^om  New  York  Times ^  March  13  - 

NEW  MKJCaN  status  DUE:  U.S.  P.TLL  LEGALIZE  THE  ENTRY  OF  1  ORKF/'S  TF  SOUTH- 
YffiST-Mexico  Ci  ty-United  States  An'bassador  I'felter  T'  urston  and  Foreign  Secretary 
Jaime  Torres  Bddet  exchanged  notes  this  evening  on  a  nev:  plan  whereby  the 
119,000  Mexican  workers  in  the  Southvrest  United  States  will  receive  a  legal  rtatus. 

Of  the  total  100,000  are  in  the  United  States  illegally.    The  others 
have  overstayed  their  contracts. 

The  new  plan,  ?/hich  will  be  effective  in  thrity  days,  calls  for  the  return 
of  the  entire  gro:  p  to  the  Mexican  border.    There  they  yrill  receive  new  contract 
an.i  immigration  documents  that  will  enable  them  to  ^return  to  the  jobs  across 
the  border  with  a  legal  status. 


From  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  13  - 

SENATE  GROUP  APPROVES  RJtM  LABOR  ILiPORTS-T.ashington-Legislation  to  extend 
the  farm  labor  program  for  six  m.onths  beyona  June  30  "vvas  approved  today  by  an  8-3 
vote  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee, 

The  bill  alrea.dy  has  passed  the  house. 

The  Senate  committee  aded  a  30  day  liquidation  period  "vhich  t-. orld  wind 
up  the  program  Jan.  30,  1948  instead  of  Dec,  31 ^  1947. 


JAVANESE  SUGAR  EXPORTS  SEEN  DELAYED  TILL  lQ49-Bata-n-a^Sugat  exports  from 
Java  can  'ot  be  expected  for  a  long  time,  according  to  the  current  issue  of  the 
Economic  Reviev/  of  Indonesia,  published  by  the  Netherlands  Indi.es  Government 
Department  of  Economic'  Affirs . 

The  article  stated  that  "The  optimistic  reports  constantlA^  launched 
abroad  about  the  likelihood  of  very  considerable  sugar  exports  from  Java  as 
soon  as  the  political  difficulties  shall' have  been  overcome  have  little  or  no 
foundation,  at  any  rate,  where  the  visible  supplies  are  concerned." 

Existing  supplies  of  sugar,  some  1,590,000  tons,  must  be  used  entirely 
for  local  constanption  until  1949^  when  the  next  sizeg.bl®    harvest  can  be 
exp.ected,  the  report  added,  . 


PRICE"  i.ND  QUi.LITY  SQUEEZE  SEEN  ENDING  IN  LIMBER  BY  MIDYE/iR-Backed  by 
Government  and  industry  forecasts  of  adequate  supplies  for  1947,  lumber  consmers 
are  looking  forv/ard  to  a  rapid  solution  of  the  quality  and  price  difficulties 
carried  over  from  last  year, 

While  the  lumber  market  is  still  marked  by  large  quality  and  price 
differentials  among  sellers,  all  trade  levels  expect  a  decisive  turn  sometime 
around  the  middle  of  the  year,    ii.nd  that  anticipated  turn  m  tnt  market 
envisages  lovfer  prices  and  higher  qu.,lity  stand.-rds. 
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Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  TrilDune,  Mar,  ■  7  -  • 

LOIffiR  PSIGSS  ASMD,  PABli  FOITJM  MkBllS  -  Bullisli  factors  that  have  pushed 
present  farm  prices  to  record  high  levels  were  heavily  discounted  in  the  long 
range  outlook  for  agriculture  at  the  first  annual  ITorthwest  Fara  forum  Thurs- 
day, 

In  preparation  for  the  day  when  world  food  conditions  regain  some  semlilance 

of  normalcy,  speakers  yesterday  proposed: 

Ra.iO'.ing  conflicts  "between  foreign  policy  and  domestic  agricultural  policy. 
Correcting  maladjustments  "between  farm  volume  of  production,  price  and  cost. 
Adjusting  the  paritj-  price  formula  on  farm  products-  to  eliminate  present 

fTinctional  "barriers* 

Prom  Plint  (l-iich.)  Journal,  Mar,  3  - 

PIIICE  F'ilAiei)  IH  fAMi  lABOH;  HISSRS  OJ  HIOEAilT?  mSlTSB  Of  IMITGEE  _  Michigan 
emjtloyers  of  migrant  farm  lalDor  have  "been  advised  they  may  have  to  recruit  their 
own  help  after  June  30  if  Congress  fails  to  continue  the  emergency  farm  labor 
program, 

A,  3,  Love,  State  supervisor  of  the  Program,  has  advised  farmers  to  streng- 
then their  la'oor  organizations  just  in  case  Congress  decides  to  suspend  the  re- 
cruitment program  along  with  other  wartime  emergency  projects. 

Love  estimates  sugar  "beet  growers,  pickle  and  truck  crop  farmers,  fruit 
producers  and  canning  crop  grov/ers  normally  require  the  services  of  25,000  to 
30,000  seasonal  workers  from  outside  State, 

Mechanization  of  the  sugar  beet  industry  promises  to  lessen  greatly  the 
la"bor  requirements  of  sugar  producers  this  season,  "but  the  worker  needs  of  other 
farmers  are  expected  to  continue  as  great  as  in  the  past, 

Prom  Srie  (Penn,)  Dispatch-Herald,  Mar,  4  - 

LET'S  PI  (ST  THIS  SCOUUGS  RIGHT  OT-  Editorial  -  The  most  feared  of  all 
animals  maladies,  foot-and— mouth  disease,  has  spread  in  less  than  60  days 
through  10  states  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  infesting  an  estimated  700,000 
head  of  cattle,  with  more  than  6,000,000  animals  exposed. 

An  infestation  in  the  United  States  could  practically  wipe  out  the  cattle, 
goat,   sheep  and  hog-raising  industries  in  this  country  and  Cajiada, 

Like  a  forest  fire  this  great  health  menace  is  sweeping  northward  and  un- 
less there  is  quick  and  drastic  action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment the  virus  will  soon  be  taking  its  terrible  toll  and  we,  a  nation  of 
150,000,000  people,  will  face  a  moat  famine. 

Congress  was  asked  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  to  appro- 
priate sufficient  sums  with  which  to  combat  tliis  dire  threat  to  the  health  and 
economy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,     In  self-defense,  it  was  imperative 
that  our  government  act  quickly  .-nd  effectively  to  take  the  necessary  s  teps  in 
cooperation  v/ith  the  Mexican  vgoverriment. 

It  is  a  lot  cheaper  to  do  this  now  than  to  wa.it  until  the  malady  has  crossed 
the  border  and  sta.rted  to  ravage  the  great  cattle  raising  areas  of  Texas  and 
Oklalioma* 
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From  O^rdcn  (Utah)   Standard-Szcanincr ,  Mar,  2  - 

QUAEAIT^DjE  .OPTEIv FAILS  -  Editorial  -  Foes  of  isola.tionisn  prooa'bly  will 
drav/  para.llcls  aplenty  from,  the  con/^rcssicnal  actio-n- authori-zirir^  the  United 
States  government  -to  ricve  int'o  Mexico  to  help  tha,t  country  wipe  cut  an- epi- 
demic of  foot  a,nd  mouth  diSeS-SG,    -The  action  was  tplccn  "be cause. American  livo- 
.  stock  men  sa^d  that,  even  though  the  malady  now  is  confined  to  v/ithin  the 
■borders  of  another  nation  the 'presence' of  that  disease  in-Mexico  .is  a-  cont;nuous 
throat  to. .the  herds  in  this  country. 

Congressional  dchatc  on'  the  hoof  a,nd  mouth  "bill- emphasized  the  economic 
aspects  of .  the-  sl.tuatiin;     It  would  "pay"  the  United  St?ites  to-holp  I'Icxico  wipe 
out  the  disease.     The'  suggos'tion  that  to' do  so  was  a  part  of  the  good  neighhor 
policy  didj-'i't  got  much  attention.    Erphasis  was  placed  on  thc' .condition  that 
Mexico  lacked  the  funds  and  the  willingness  to  ta,kc  the  drastic  steps  req.uircd 
fcr  disease  elimination,    ITothing  loss  than  destruction  of  all  affiliated  or 
exposed  animals  seems  to  wipe  out  the  mala.dy,  '      '  . 

From  Detroit  (Mich',)  Free  Press,  Mar,  8  -  "•     '         '       .  y 

;.-/HA.T  IS  2ECESSI01I?  ^  Editorial  -  The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  pre- 
..dicts  a  "business  recession  in  the  United  States  late  in  194T  with  a  general 
drop  in  farm  prices  and  purchasing  pov/er. 

The  gloomy  forecast  is  "based  on  the  "belief  that  "industrial  activity  m.ay 
reach  a  record  level  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  then  decline  from  5 
to  10  per  cent  in  the  last  half," 

On  tills  hasis,   there  may  "be  some  disagreement  as  to  just /what  constitutes 
recession.    If  the  worst  v/e  can  expect  is  a  not-tcc~serious  leveling  off  from 
a  record  peal:,  it  may  only  "be  an  adjustment  of  inflationary  tendencies.  And 
instead  of  recession,  '  that  may  "be  a  healthj^  thing  fcr  the  l-Tation' s  economy. 


From  Grand  Jvmction  (Colorado)  Sentinel-,  Mar,  3  - 

HEPORTS  AEB  CHEEEUTG  -  Editorial  -  Reports  on  the  income  from  FHA  farms  in 
the  Lom.a  district  shov;  coraiaenda"ble  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  who  pur- 
chased the  farms  on  government  loa,ns  in  that  district,     liHiile  the  o5,556  gross 
income  is  not  exactly  in  the  "higher  "Drackets,  "  it  certainly  should  cor.rpare 
favora'bly  v;ith  farm  incomes  over  the  na.ticn.     The  fact  that  six  of  the  families 
v;ere  a'ble  in  1946  to  pay  off  their  entire  loans  (v/hich  v;ere  contracted  to  "be 
paid  off  in  40  years!  )  more  than  justifies  the  governm.cnt' s  faith  in  these 
farmers,  and  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  made  payments  several  years  ahead 
not  onl  '  further  justifies  that  faith  "but  <];raphicaily  deflates  tlie  ar/nmcnts  of 
the  calamity  howlers,  .who  v/cre  convinced  a  short  time  ago  that  these  "receivers 
of  charity"  v/puld  "live  off  the  government  for 'the  rest  of  their  lives,  ^  ^'.oS 
only  have  they  jaid  their  way,  "but  they  a  re  contrihutin  -  mu.ch  to  this  ever-grow- 
ing farm  area, 

From  Great  Falls  (Mont.)  Tribune,  Mar;  2  - 

EOLDIiyG  THE  PRICE  LllZIi  --Editorial  ~  Meat  prices  have  "been  rising  recently 
and  there  have  "been  predictions  of  even  still  higher  rises,  particularly  for 
pork  during  the  next  few  months,     lie  r-rc  entering  the  normally  slackest  season 
for  marketing  and  it  is  possi'ole  the  packers  are  encouraging  the  advances,  while 
at  the  same  time,   discouraging  particularly  heavy  marketing  "by  predicting  still 
higher  prices.    We  suspect  any  continuing  upward  trend  v/ill  meet  extensive  con- 
sumer resistance,  ^ 
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From  New  York  Times  ^  Ilarch  17  -     .  •  • 

25-YEAR  PLAM  ASKED  ^OR  GREECE  B^^  FAOJ/fashington-A  pertinent  report  on  the 
economic  crisis  in  Greece,  setting  .forth  a  twenty  five  year  plan  for  her 
recovery  was  made  public  today  by  the  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization. 

The  report  calls  for:    An  initial  loan  of  $100,000,000  by  the  ^'Torld  Bank 
for  the  present  fiscal  year.     A  special  United  Nations  Advisory  Council  for 
internal  assistance.    Vast  reconstruction  and  industrial  development  projects. 
A  stern  domestic  policy  toward  economy,  inflation,  taxes  and  other  problems 
of  ailing  nations.    Vigorous  efforts  by  the  Greeks  themselves  to  regain  a 
favorable  position  in  world  trade. 


COSTS  FOR  FAR'EHS  EXPECTED  TO  RISE-^'Jashington-Earmers  can  expect  costs 
to  take  a  larger  share  of  their  income  this  year,  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
said  tonight: 

"Long-term  debts  incurred  when  costs  and  incomes  are  high  will  become 
burdensome  as  prices  and  gross  incom^e  fall  off,"  the  agency  said. 

Farm  wage  rates  will  continue  at  1946  record  levels  for  some  time, 
the  department  forecast,  but  probably  will  taper  off  later  this  year.  The 
supply  of  farm  workers  increased  in  1946  over  1945  and  a  further  increase  is 
expected  this  year. 


•    VAST  INCREASE  DUE  IN  LSA'^HHl  SUPPLY:  RECORD  OUTPUT  O:^'  HIDES  AND  CALF  SKSnTS 
ON  "7vY  TO  TRADE  SINCE  HEAT  DECONTROL-C  icago-A  big  increase  in  production  of 
shoes  and  other  leather  goods  in  the  next  few  months  were  predicted  by  stockyard 
sources  today  because  of  the  large  number  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  since 
the  meat  industry  Vvas  decontrolled  last  October. 

Production  of  hides  and  calf  skins  has  set  new  records  and  output  is 
expected  to  continue  high  throughout  the  year.  The  biggest  portion  of  the 
hides  has  not  yet  reached  the  shoe  manufacturers,  it  was  said. 


SAYS  HIGH  TARIFFS  PERIL  OUR  S^STE-^:  FOREIGN  POLICY  GROUP  URGES  .  FREER  TPJIDF^ 
Washington-The  Foreign  Policy  Association  said  tonight,  in  support  of  the  State 
Department's  world  trade  proposals,   that  the  United  States  would  lose  its  free 
enterprise  system  if  it  followed  an  "economic  nationalism"  policy  of  high 
tariffs. 

A  report  prepared  by  Harold  H.  Hutcheson  of  the  association's  research 
staff  said  tariffs  .must  be  scaled  down  with  capit.nl,  labor  and  management 
shifted  to  production  which  did  not  need  the  protection  of  high  tariffs.  It 
suggested  that .  subsidies  be  paid  persons  adversely  af^'ected  by  the  change. 
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From  Nev;  York 'Times, '  March  17  -  ■       •        '  ' 

(The  New  York  Times  of  today  carries  a  three  column  cut  on  Pago  11 
showing  a  mountain  of  potatoes  dumped  at  Fort  Fairfield,  Maine.     The  caption 
reads:     A  Potato  Mountain  Rises  in  Maine.     The  Outlines  read:    At  Fort  Fairfield, 
in  the  heart  of  th  -  potato  farmixng  region,  workers  are  dwarfed  as  they  add 
to  the  thousands  of  bushels  of  the  surplus  vegetable  dumped  in  a  huge  mound.) 


From  ^'all  Street  Journal,  March  17  -  , 

U.S.  MUST  DECIDE  CN  SIGNING  "ORLD  GR."iIN  PACT— OR  3-TKIMG  IT-^"fashington- 
The  United  States  is  faced  this  week  Tvith  a  choice  between  joining  a  vigorous 
world  wheat  cartel  or  bucking  it. 

If  it  chooses  opposition,  it  must  recognize  the  possibility  of  losing 
export  markets  for  American  grain. 

The  setting  for  this  momentous  decision  will  be  a  conference  room  in 
London.     Delegates  from  the  '-'nited  States  and  more  than  a  dozen  other  nations 
will  file  in  tomorrow.     The  precise  issue:    ^Vhether  America  shall  join  in  an 
international  agreement  giving  the  International  vjheat  Council  continuing 
povirer  to  fix  the  prices  and  quantities  of  wheat  moving  in  world  commerce. 


From  The  Journal  of  Comn\erce,  N.Y.,  March  17  - 

THOM\S  PROTESTS  MOVE  TO  RAISE  GRAIN  ILIRGINS-V^ashingon-Senator  Elmer 
Thomas  (Dem,  Okla)  over  the  weekend  protested  that  the  Agriculture  Department 
"was  trying  to  beat  down  farm  prices"  by  recommending  an  increase  in  m.argin 
requirement  for  speulative  trading  in  grains. 

The  department's  Commodity  Exchange  Administration  Friday  asked  grain 
exchanges  in  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  and  Kansas  City  to  require  margins  of  at 
least  24  percent  of  market  value  'on  speculative  grain  transactions. 


PRICE  PACE  SETTERS  DUE  TO  SLIP  IN  FALL,  US  SAYS-Hashington-Coi-nmerce 
Department  officials  expect  price  drops  by  next  fall  on  the  products  which  have 
soared  highest  in  the  post  OPA  rise — like  cotton  goods  and  food. 

The  forecast  is  made"  in  a  cautious  report  on  co;Timodity  prices,  soon  to  be 
published.  On  the  basis  of  the  official  report,  commerce  department  economists 
ga.ve  these  unofficial  conclusions  over  the  weekend  in  intervievis: 

1.  The  downtrend  will  be  mild,  now  aporoaching  the  depth  of  a  true 
"recession. " 

2.  It  will  start  around  midyear  with  drops  in  a  few  lin::s,  then  gain  speed 
as  more  items  come  into  a  balance  with  demand. 

3.  It  vill  be  uneven.-    Some  prices  may'  still  be  risiiag  vjhile  those 
farthest  out  of  line  come  down. 

The  study  lists  these  items  as  priced"far  in  excess"  of  their  usual  place  in 
the  wholesale  price  structure  and  therefore  liighly  likely  to  decline: 

Food,  cotton  goods,  shoes,  lumber,  .oaint,  drugs,  leather,  fats  and  oils. 
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JroKi  Hew  York  Journal  of  Cominerce,  Mar,.  14  - 

QlIiBAlTTIHE  SST' m  GUOHGIA  COTTOIT  AIGA  -  Atlanta  -  The  white- fringed 
"b.eetle  quarantine  and  regulations  were  revised  to  place  the  State  of  Geor/^ia 
under  quarantine,  effective  March  15,  "because  of  the  finding  of  infestation  of 
such  "beetles  in  the  State  last  spring  and  summer,  '     '  ' 

In  the  gru"b  stage,   this  wingless  insect  pest  v/as  reported  to  have  destroyed 
large  acreages  in  "both  cotton  and  corn. 

Parts  of _  23  counties  in  Georgia  were  designated  as  regula.ted' areas.  Minor 
additions  to  the  regulated  areas  in  Ala"bama  and  Mississippi  were  also  .made  "t^y 
the  revision^  .  .    ,       ■  . 

H3EALD  TRI3U173  HUHTIITG  SERISS  OF  AHTICISS  OK  BAIAHCED  BJUillTG  AiTE  lUDUSTRI 
—  A  ITew  York  Herald  Tri"bune  reporter  is  surveying  the  work  of  the  T»Y,A,,  and 
v/rit.Lng  a  series  of  articles  on  the  oalance  of  industry  and  agriculture,, within 
its_ territory.  These  articles,  larded  with  many  stories  of  successful  farming 
in  former  su"b-marginal  territory,  are  continuing  in  this  newspaper  from  day  to 
day» 

ilW  YORK  JOUEIIAL  OJ  COMI-CmCS  GETS  OUT  SPECIAL  ISSuE  ON  PROZEIJ  EOOD  COIT- 
VSlTTIOxT       A  Prozen  Pood  Convention  issue  of  15  pa.ges,   treating  with  all  .3:>hases 
of  this  industry  was  issued  March  14,  1947,  "by  the  ITev/  York  Journal  of  Comraerce 
with  its  regular  edition  of  tha-t  date.    All  segments  of  the  frozen  food  in— 
dustrj-  will  converge  on  San  Prancisco  next  Wednesday  for  the  Prozen  Pood  . 
Industry  Convention  and  Ejcposition  which  opens  that  day.    Programs  for  various 
phases  of  the  Convention  are  outlined.    Many  of  the  speakers  are  listed.  This 
Convention  issue  is  on  file  in  Hoom  414A,  and  availa.'ble  to  anyone  desiring  to 
see  it,) 

Prom  Raleigh  (H, C,)  Hews  and  OlDserver,  Mar,  10  - 

T03ACCC  TREATIES  IR(SP  ~  The  raw  tohacco  industry  in  the  United  States  has 
asked  the  State  Department  to  negotiate  new  trade  treaties  with  foreign  cour>- 
tries  to  eliminate  completely  or  modify  all  discriminatory  tariffs  and  q_uantif- 
tative-  restrictions  on  imports  from  this  country. 

At  a  recent  hearing  in  Washington,  J,.  Con  Lanier  of  Greenville  presented 
the  case  for  the  flue-cured  section  of  the  to"bacco  industry,   joining  forces 
with  representatives  of  the  'burlojr  section  in  asking  for  action  "benefiting 
'^the  v;hole  American  to'cacco  industry'"  in  the  way  of  treaties, 

Lanier  said  production  of  flue-cured    "burley,  and  light  air-cured  to'Dacco 
in  194-6  •'v-Tas  869,000,000  pounds  in  excess  of  domestic  consumption,  and  argued 
that  a"bsence  of  discriminatory  trade  practices  would  give  superior  quality  of 
American  tol^acco  a  comparative  advajitage  in  the  export  market.    He  claimed, 
hov/eyer,  that  world  trade  statistics  for  15  years  or  more  "shoiv  conclusively 
that,  thjTough  discriminatory  trade  policies.  United  States  to"baccos  have  lost 
groimd  and  thos-e  of  foreign  countries  have  gained,'^ 
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From  Oklahoma  City,  Okla  hoiTian.  Mar,  7  —  " 

GATTISI-IEN,  ¥A?jMSr  NOT  TO  PUSH  FHICS  LUCIC  -  Cattlemen  who  arc  hcldinc  on  to  • 
their _ livestock  in  hope  of  still  higher  prices  Thursday  were  warned  to  sell  or 
face  a  "boycott  "by  cons-umors  that  will  force  a  collapse  of  the  market, 

K,  H,  Kundj^,  president  of  the  joint  livestock  committee,  said  that  the 
supply  of  cattle  for  1947  will  "be  well  over  the  normal  demand.    Present  prices 
are  maintained,  he  said,  "by  cattlemen  refusing  to  market  their  stock, 

"People  won' t  continue  to  "buy  meat  at  these  hi^h  prices,  "  said  i-iundy,  '^'^c 
have  already  reached  the  limit  in  price  raises.  If  it  goes  any  higher  it  will 
collapse,,'' 

He  Suggested,  cattlemen  first  market  their  old,  non- thrifty  animals  and  keep 
only  the  young. '  .        ■  -       •  .  _ 

Jrom  Phoenix  Ari  zona  Repu"blic,  ifer,  6  - 

■  AIDIITG- 'OUR  ilEIGHBORS  -  Editorial  -  The  good  neichtor  policy  is  iDcing  put 
to  a  new  constructive  use.     Our  government  has  wisely  decided  to  assist  the 
Mexican  government-  in  eradicating  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  which  is  preva- 
lent "belov/  the  oordcr.    President  Truman  hi9.s  just  signed  a  measure  authorizing' 
the  secretary  of  agriculture  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to.  our  Mexican  n-cighl)ors 
in  their  effort  to  control  this  epir;octic  plagiae,  •  . 

As  President  Trujpan  said  in  signing  the  aid  measure,   it  marks  a  new  "' 
forward  step  in  I'?"estern  •  Hemisphere  co-operation.    Heretofore  we  have  not  en- 
gaged in  this  type  of  aid,   -^iexican  authorities  have  heen  unsuccessfully 
striving  to  control  the  foot  and  mouth  disease,  for  many  months,    liTith  our  help 
it  ca^i  nov;  "be  "bested,  •■■  ... 

I'Te  are,  perhaps,  a  "bit  selfish  in  lending  a  hand,    TVe  do  not  want  the 
.liaoase  to  cross  the  "border  if  wc  can  help  it.    Wore  western  range  cattle  to 
he  come  afflicted,   eradication  would  "be  very  difficult  and  costly.     It  i-s  to 
our  interest  as  well  as  to  the  interest  of  our  Mexican  ncigh"bors  that  we 
assist  in  stamping  out  the  disease,  '  • 

Prom  Cheyenne  Vyoning  State  Trihune,  Mar,  9  -  . 

PRICES  ~  Editorial  -  ThO  federal  "bureau  of  agricult'jral  economics,  a 
dispatch  from  Washington  reported  yesterday,  predicted  tha.t  "business  activity 
will  fall  off  five  to  10  per  cent  in  the  last  half  of  1947  unless  there  is  a 
quick  drop  in  the  cost  of  living, 

So.ch  a  sefback,   reported  the  "bureau,  v;ould  lead  to  a  reduction  of  eight  -to 
12  per  cent  in  income  payments  to  individuals  in  the  second  six  montlis  of  the 
year,  force  wholesale  foo'l  -'oriccs  down  15  to  20  per  cent,  and  reduced  po-ssi"bly 
20  to  25  per  cent  the  am.ount  farmers  c:cpect  to  get .  for  their  crops  next  fall. 

Simultaneously  with  the  announcement  of  the  bureau  of  agr iculturr.l  econoci- 
ios,    the  'ju;^  au  of  la"bor  statistics  reported  that  '-/holesale  prices  rose  one 
ajid  one-  half  per  cent  dixring  the  week  ended  March  1st,   to  the  highest  level 
in  17  yoars.->  ■  ' 

O'hcy  e.r6  still  going  up., 

l."ontomplatin-g  the  two.  hm-GiUi' s  statements,   "waere  do  we  go  from  here?" 
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From  New  York  Times,.  March  19  -  .  ' 

^■'JHEAT  PLlMViEtJTS  IS^  CENTS  IN  D\Y:  OPENS  AT  '$3.05,  UP  8^^  CEfJTS,  A  30-YEAR 
HIGH,  BUT  REACTS  LIMlT  "TiEI'J  LONGS  UNLOAD-ChicagoJ'Jheat  and  corn  futures  broke 
badly  today  on  the  Chicago  Bord  of  Trade  after  a  higher  opening.    March  viheat 
was  up  .S?  cents  a  bushel  at  the  start  to  '^3.05,  t  new  high  since  i'^ay  9, 
1917.  .  But  the  market  turned  reactionary  later,,  the  price  breaking  IS-5 
cents  from  the  top  with  the  finish  at  $2,86];,  off  10  cents,  the  permissible 
limit,  from  Monday' s  closing  level.    May  and  July  wheat  also  closed  at  the 
bottom,,  off  10  cents  and  September  was  93/4  to  10  cents  lower.     Corn  futures 
finishe-d.  73/4  to  8  cents  lower,  the  latter' the  limit  for  one  day's  operation. 
Oats  lost  4"""  to  5  5/8  cents  and  barley  was  ■  unchanged  to  2  cents  lower.,, 


HIGH  MEAT  PRICES  SCORID  BY  TJILSON:  SAYS  PUBLIC  IS  BACKING  OFF-Chicago- 
Thomas  E.  V/ilson,   chairman  of  ■'"'filscn  &  Co.,  meat  packers,  said  today  "that 
the  American  people  are  backingoff  from  high  prices," 

At  an  annual  stockholders'  meeting  Mr.  "Jilson  said  "that  price's  are  too 
high— $30  cattle  is  too  high  priced." 

"The  country  would  be  better  off  if  the  prices  of  livestock  vjent  down," 
he- .'addend..       '  ■  ■    '  ' 


HARVESTER  ISSUES  LIST  0^  PRICE  CUTS:  :t20,000,000  TOTAL  COV^^iES  I63  I^ODELS 
OF  TRVCTORS,  FARM  M\CHI?1E3  AND  TRUCKS-Chicago-Interhational  Harvester  Company, 
io  accordance  with  its  annoijinced  program  of  reducing  prices  by  approximately 
5^20,000,000  a  year,  made  public  today  specific  price  reductions  in  I63  basic 
models    €  tractors,  farm  machines,  industrial  power  equipment  and  motor  trucks, 

The  price  reductions,  made  effective  as  of  ^"^arch  10  in  the  United  States 
covered  twelve  f a  m  tractor  models,  123  farm  m'^chines,  sixteen  models  of 
industrial  tractors  and  engines,  and  twelve  .models  of  m.otor  trucks. 

Reductions  on  individual  items  ranged  from  '''2.50  to  :-t300  and  from  1 
percent  to  23.8  percent.     Prices  were  not  reduced  on  all  H.arvester  products." 


FIRSTS' DAILY  DIGEST'   ISSUED  B^  COWGRESSJ'^shington-The  "Daily  Digest, " 
an  official  sumr;iary  of  Congressional  action,  made  its  debut  today  as  a  twenty 
eight  page  appendix  to  the  Congressional  Record. 

The  Digest,  re:iuired  by  the  J^egisJjative'  Fieorganization  Act  of  1946,  is 
designed  to  sum  up  the  daily  activities  of  both  houst^s  and  their  committees 
in  five  minutes  of  reading  time.     The  first  edition  also  summarizes  principal 
actions  of  Congress  since  the  beginning  of  the  c-iirtfint  session.    Hereafter  it 
will  appear  daily  as  a  part  of  the  Congressional.  Record  a:nd  is  expected  to  be ' 
made  available  separately  by  subscription  for  ready  refer  nee  in  looseTeaf  f'brm. 
The  Digest  lists  the  bills  introduced  and  reported  by  comiTiittees  as  iiell  as 
action  taken  on  any  measures  by  either  chamber.     It  contains  a  list  of  committee 
and  subcomimittee  meetings  and  the  subjects  with  which  they  dealt  and  a  list  of 
such  meetings  acheduled  for  the  following  day., 

  Farm  Digest  545-47 


-2- 


From  New  York  Joiarnal  of  Coinmerce,  ^>'^arch  19  - 

CFA  BILL  TO  A3K  CC^  "'lODI^^^  ILiRGIN  WWR:  ANDERSON  HELD  LIKELY  TO  IWW. 
CONGRESS  ^iCT  SPEEDILY  C'N  ^lEASNRE-Washingt on-  Legislation  which  would  give  the 
Commodity  Exchange  Authority  Gpecific  power  to  est'^blish  margin  r^'^uirements 
for  trading  in  regulated  futures  markets  is  now  being  prepared  at  GSAj  it  vras 
learned  today. 

Such  proposed  legislation ■ may  be  sent  to  the  Congress  in  the  next  two 
weeks J  along  vd.th  a  request  from  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P.  Anderson 
for  early  action. 

'"■'hile  the  proposed  Iv  gislation  is  directed  primarily  tovjard  granting 
CEA  authority  to  name- margin  levels,  some  other  changes  in  CEA's  regulatory 
powers  miay  also  be  considered  in  the  event  that  Congress  shows  a  disposition 
to "go  along  with  thu  margin  request,  it  was  indicated. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  operTtion  of  the  cotton  futures  markets-  l?.st 
October,  when  the  market  broke  sharply,  together  with  dissatisfaction  concerning 
the  failure  of  the.  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  to  accede  completely  to  CE/\'s 
request  of  last  week  for  a^  25  percent  m.argin  on  all  new  speculative  contracts 
for  v/heat,  are  the  prLme  ^reasons,  why  CEA  thinks  that  now  is  the  time  to  ask 
for  le'gislation,  .  ■ 


,    U.S.  SUC-VR  SUPPLY  S.5Ei-J  NOPrt'iL  IN  '48j  PER  CAPIT  i  STOCK  UP  17  POUNDS  THIS 
YEAR,  FORUl'I  SPEAKER  STATES-Each  person  in  the  United  States  will  find  17  more 
pounds  of  sugar  available  this  year  than  last  and  orobably  will  be  back  to 
his  prewar  sup'-dy  by  194S,  according  to  speakers  J.ast  night  on  the  weekly  busi- 
ness forum,  conducted  by  thu  Comraerce  and  Industry  Association  over  Station 
I'MCA.  •       /  ■ 

Participating  in  the  orogram  were  John  C.  Gardner,  president  of  th^ 
Nevj  York  Coffee  and  Sugar  Exchange;  Milton  L.  Ruber,  director  of  research 
and  statistics  for  B,  V'J.  Dyer  and  Co.,  and  Earl  T.  MacHardy,  assistant  vice 
president  for  Refined  Syrups  and  Sugars,  Inc.,  in  Yonkers. 


From  ^Tall  Street  Journal,  March  19  -  '  .  • 

REA  P  iSS  "vS  -U  BILLION  MAR-K  IN  LOAN  PR0GPj\M  TO  ELECTRIFY  RUILIL  U.S.-'"ashington- 
The  nation's  farms  last  nipht  figuratively  lighted  up  in  a  federally  sponsored 
billion  dollar  blaze  of  glory. 

Thvi  occasion:     Yesterday  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  passed 
the  billion  dollar  mark' in  its  lending  orogram  to  electrify  rural  America. 


DELEGATES  FROM  40  NATIONS  B::GIN  P/VRLEY  ON  ''JORLD  ■ /H  ^AT  SIT'T  VTION-Lcndon- 
Delegates  of  40  nations  sat  down  to  confer  about  wheat  amid  predictions  that 
the  conference  is  likely  to  produce  "tough  sludding"  and  wranglixig. 

Adding  the  conference  British  Food  Minister  ^ohn  Strachey  said,  "one 
of  the  facts  which  we  have  to  deal,  with  is  that  few,  if  any,  go verrunents  today 
are  willing  to  allow  their  agriculture  fee,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  unregulated 
forces  of  supply  and  demandin  an  uncontrolled  world  market.'' 
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From  Chicago  ITews,  Mar,  11  - 

PH3IGHT  GAU  CRISIS  PERILS  FOOD- SUPPLY  -  Michigan  City,-  Ind.  -  American 
railways  are  short  1,000,000  freight  cars, 

U,  Si  industry  is  "being  si  owed'  do  vm-  at'^'loading  docks  every\^here  while 
shippers  whistle  in  vain  for  rail  equipment. 

Wheat  and  corn  are  wasting  away  in  weevil  and  rat^infested  country  eleva- 
tors and  farm  granaries  when  it  might  "be  moving  to  terminals  and  ocean'  liner 
"bound  for  the  world^  s  hungry  millions,  ' 

Railroads  are  handicapped  "by  having  in  service  only  1,740,000  cars,' 
560,000  fev/er  than  they  owned  in  the  late' '  20s,    And  one  third  of  this  reduced 
num"ber  are  over  age,  25  or  more  years  old» 


Prom  Wilkes  Barre  (Pa, )  Times-Leader  News,  I^r,  12  - 

HIGHER  BFDAD  PRICES  ~  Hditorial  -  Bread  may  "be  the  staff  of  life,  tut  the 
pu"blic  v/ill  not  ISan  on  it  too  heavily  if  prices  get  out  of  hand. 

Bread  v/ill  hardly  "be  eliminated  from  the  daily  diet  of  Americans,  under  ar^ 
circumstnaces,  "but  consunxpticn  can  "be,  and  perhaps  will  "be,  radically  curtailed, 
Censumers  have  shown  they  can  manage  on  suDstltutes  or  on  surprisingly  little  of 
any  product.  In  the  end,  those,  dependent  upon  wheat  for  a  livelihood,  m^ay  find 
they  have  priced  themselves  out  of  a  large  portion  of  their  "business. 

Hot  even  "bread  is  indispensa"ble,  '  In  fact,  m^any  individuals,  inclined  to 
overweight,  shied  away  fromrit  when  it  was  plentiful  a.nd  cheap. 

Prom  Pargo  (il.Ii,)  Porum,  Mar,  12  - 

WOULD  COITTROL  MARKETING  NOT  mmi  OU'IPUT  -  Regulation  of  farm  marketing 
rather  than  farm  production  to  keep  farm  prices  at  an  adequeite  level  —  without 
the  use  ©f  federal  government  suhsidies  —  v/as  advocated  last  night  "by  DeLos 
James,  manager  of  the  agricultural  department  of  the  IJ,  S-,  Cham"ber  tf  Commerce, 

James, 'who  spoke  here  at  a  meeting  arranged  "by  the  Greater  North  Dakota 
association,  said  such  un-su"bsidized  regulation  might  "be  directed  "by  a  "bi-parti- 
san "board. 

He  emphasized  his  personal  view  tliat  plans  "based  on  acreage  adjustm^ents  are 
not  effective  in  controlling  the  amounts  of  commodities-  reaching  market.  He 
suggested  instead  that,  after  demand  has  "been  estimated  in  advance,  farm  pro- 
ducers "be  given  marketing  quotas  which  would  prevent  over-supply  and  resultant 
low  prices* 

Prom  Lewiston  (Me.)   S-on,  Mar,  13  -  .  ,•■'■■'■■■•-: 

CROP  INSUPANCE  _  Editorial,,-  The  disclosure  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture' 
Anderson  that  the  Federal  crop  insurance  program,  lost  120  million  in  cotton  last 
year  is  "being  interpreted  to  mean  that  Congress  is  likely  to  drop  insurance  loans 
to  farmers  in.  the  next  Mdget,  •  ' 

Crop  insurance  has  suffered  setoack.s  "before,  and  losses  "became  so  heavy  in 
1943  that  Congress  refused  to  vote  its  continuance.  It  is  a  Now  Deal  expedient 
that  looks  fine  in  theory,  "but  this  latest-  evidence  rf  its  unw«rka"bility  should 
convince  Congress  it  ought  to  "be  discontinued,. 
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From  Montgomery  (Ala»)  Advertiser,  Mar,  13  - 

AND  ITOu''  IT?S_BEEAD  -Editorial  -  In  an'oconony  such  as  ours  where  dollars 
arc  spent  far  more  freely  than  dimes  used  to  "be,   the    lov/ly  penny  has  lost  nuch 
of  its  former  significance  except  in  making  sales-tax  change  or  in  purchasing 
postage  stamps  for  uncevcred  corrcspondencee     Yet  even  a  -penny  3till_  means  some- 
thing very  concrete  and  unpleasant  v/hen  it  represents  a  rise  of  approximately 
ten  per  cent  in  the  cost  of  so  common  a  necessit;^'  as  a  loaf  ef  "bread. 

This  time  last  year  The  Advertiser  was  pleading  with  Congress  to  held  the 
price  line  for  the  sake  of  people  on  fixed  income,    ¥e  pointed  cut  tine  after 
time  that  if  hasic  living  costs  were  permitted  to  soar,   the  average  famdly  would 
suffer  and  still  greater  industrial  strife  would  "be  inevltahle.    But  the 
Hepuhlicans,  and  some  of  the  Democrats  who  ought  to  he  under  the  Repuhlican  laheO, 
crippled  OPA  and  finally  have  killed  it, 

Nov;  even  the  "big  financial  "experts"  who  screamed  for  an  end  to  all  con- 
trols are  taking  to  cover.     They  see  inevltahle  strikes  ahead  "by  people  who 
never  would  have  struck  if  living  costs  had  "been  held  in  line, 

From  Hartford  (Conn«)  Tim.es,  Mar,  12  - 

ITJIE  MASOT  URGSP  FOR  AG-RICULTUES  ^  The  host  program  for  the  continued' 
prosperity  of  agriculture  is  one  that  allov;s  a  free  market  and  a  free  price, 
with  limited  suhsidy  and  limited  government  control,  I!r,  Roger  B,  Corhett, 
secretary  of  the' American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  declared  at  the  Gorx-ccticut 
liilk  Producers  Association  Tuesday  night, 

"I  v/ould  like  to  sec  the  agricultural  peoiolc  in  Connecticut  act  now  while 
there  is  time  to  think  clearly, "  he  said  in  urging  agricultural  leaders  to  for- 
mulate their  own  national  farm  program  to  fill  the  gap  which  expiration  of  the 
Stcagall  amendment  next  year  v/ill  leave, 

Dr^  Corhctt  proposed  that  the  agricultural  problems  could  he  solved  hy  a 
mxnetary  or.  fiscal  policy  of  which  a  small  com.mission  v/ould  control  money,  credil^ 
interest  rates  and  taxes,     "There  is  no  agreement  on  this  plan  yet, "  ho  explain- 
ed,   "and  politically,   it  has  its  weak  points, " 

From  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Plain  Dealer,  Mar,  14  — 

THE  OLEO  ISSUE  _  Editorial  -  The  State  Legislature  has  just  ahout  run  out 
of  excuses  for  keeping  on  the  statue  "books  a  prohibition  against  the  sale  of 
yellow  oleoFiargarine, 

At  the  insistence  of  Ohio  dairy  interests  the  Legislature  has  kept  in  force 
a  law  requiring    that  oleomargarine  sold  in  Ohio  must  he  white  in  color  when  it 
crosses  the  grocer' s  counter  to  the  housewife,"  who  -goes  -homo  and  spends  time 
giving  it  a  "butter  yellow  complexion. 

The  Legislature  ought  to  "oass  the  hill  by ■"Scnarors  Margaret  A.  Mahoncy  of 
Cleveland  and  Fred       Rciners  of  Cincinnati  to  perm.it  the  manufact-urc  and  sale 
of  oleomargarine  that  isn' t  bleached  v/hite.     There  is  no  miore  excuse  for  the 
Legislature  not  doing  so  than  there  is  foi"  it  to  pass  a  bill  requiring  that 
only  white  orangeade  be  obtainable  in  Ohio, 
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From  New  York  Times,  March  12  - 

85  TO  BE  BI  U.S.  DELEGATION  AT  GENli/'A  TRADE  CONFErcENCS-i^'fashington-William  L. 
Clayton,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Economic  Affairs,  will  head  a  delegation 
of  eighty  five  officials  from  nine  departments  and  agencies  representing-  the  United 
States  at  the  dual  conference  on  postwar  trade  starting  at  Geneva  April  10,  the 
State  Department  annoiinced  today. 

The  conference,  known  formally  as  the  second  meeting. at  Geneva  of  the  United 
Preparatory  Committee  for  the  International  Conference  on  Trade  and  Employment, 
is  planned  as  the  major  effort  in  reestablishing  postwar  commerce  between  the 
United  N&bions. 

The  American  delegation  will  operate  in  two  fields.     It  will  aim  to 
negotiate  r.-^ciprocal  trade  treaties  with  the  other  nations  expected  at  the 
conference.     In  separate  negotiations,  the  delegates  also  vfill  attempt  to  perfect 
in  acceptable  form,  for  submission  back  to  the  United  Nations  governments,  a 
charter  for  an  International  Trade  Organization  to  facilitate  trad  and  prevent 
urifair  competition.  -  ,  . 


U.S.  DISCCNTIWES  COTTON  PAYITEWT3:  LOSS  CLAH!  FUNDS  SJfflAUSTSD  ANDERSON  SAYS- 
ORDERS  NATIONAL  I^R^SSTIGATI^N-Tashington-Secret'ary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P. 
Anderson  today  announced  discontinuance  of  payments  on  1946  cotton  crop  loss 
claims  and  an  investigation  of  these  losses.    The  reason  reported  was  that  funds 
available  under  this  part  of  the  general  crop  insurance  program  have  been 
exhausted  due  to  loss  claims  "far  beyond  any  preliminary  estimate," 

The  Secretary's  statement  said  that  "more  than  half"  the  1946  cotton  claims 
have  been  paid.     The  vcrd  to  the  unoaid  "as  that  even  though  further  payments 
have  been  discontinued,  field  offices  of  the  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  "v'ill 
continue  to  adjust,  accept  and  process  additional  claims." 

PremiujTis  earned  for  1946  crop  cotton  insurance  covered  about  42^000,000 
pounds,  v.'hile  total  loss  claims  are  estimated  at  three  or  fo^or  times  this 
amount,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  said. 


AMBASSADOR  INSISTS  YUGOSLAVS  NEED  FOOD-^'ashington-Sava  N.Kosanovitch,  the 
Yugoslav  Amb-issador,  declared  in  a  statement  today  that  his  country  "  as  in  need, 
of  food  and  that, he  had  expressed  grave  concern  over  the  situation  in  a  memorandum 
to  Dean  Achescn,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  on  Feb.  13. 

The  statement  was  prompted  by  the  disclosure  of  the  State  Department  yesterday 
that'  the  American  Embassy  in  Belgrade  had  reported  that  "the  Yugoslav  Government 
had  repeatedly  and  publicly  stated  that  its  supplies  of  food  are  adequate  to 
meet  essential  needs  until  the  next  harvest," 
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From  No'W  York  Tiims ,  March  12  - 

SCL^'^JCE  O.K's  R'J';'N'  2GQS-That  oleasing  gistronomic  combination,  ham  and 
eggs,  has  been  examined  in  the  test  tubes  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture's 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  and  has  come  out  ^dth  flying  colors. 

On  the  baois  of  its  research  the  agency  explains  that  the  particular  kind 
of- protein  contained  in  eggs  supplements  that  in  ham,  and  so  well  that  the 
two  foods  are  more  nourishing  when  eaten  together  than  when  consumed  separately. 

Similarly,  previcus  experiments  indicated  that  a  ham  sandwich  is  a  n^?tural 
nutritionally  speaking,  because  her^,  too,  the  individual  proteins  furnished 
by  the  b/vo  foods,  the  meat  and  the  bread,  efficiently  enhance  one  another. 


From  '■■'all  Street  ^^ournal,  March  12  - 

Lr/ESTOCK-Eastern  consumer  resistance  to  high  pork  prices  reduced  sales 
values  from  50  cants  to  %1  a  hundred  pounds  at  Ch  sterday. 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  12  - 

>"fHEAT  PARLEY  WILL,  TEST  COTITOITY  PACT  POLICY-Yashington-The  willingness 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  world  commodity  pacts  will  be  subjected  to 
its  first  major  tust  tliis  month. 

In  th'.^  f ac-;:  of  the  fact  th'it  world  com'aodity  agreements  have  failed 
to  find  general  acceptance — except  for  indorsement  of  the  principle — Am.erican 
negotiators  vjill  meet  en  March  1^7  v^lth  representatives  of  oth.er  countries 
in  an  effort  to  arrive  at  an  agreeirient  on  world  trading  in  wheat. 

Th'^  fact  thit  ''vhent  nrices  are  now  soaring  makes  the  present  a  particiilarly 
good  time, from  one  point  of  vicv«,   to  seek  an  agreement. Importing  countries  feel 
that,  if  they  can  get  some  concessions  in  prices  over  the  next  year  or  so,  they 
may  find  it  worth  while  to  -accent  m.inimum  prices  which  they  will  have  to  pay 
later  and  to  agree  on  Quantities  of  wheat  which  they  will  store  during  times 
of  surplus. 


0KL;;HC'L.  .\CR  :AGE  SSS^^  up  lO  ?m  CEWT-Oklahoma  City-Prosoects  for  Oklahoma 
cotton  acreage  indicat..;d  a  general  increase  of  about  10  percent.  oA^er  plantings 
in  1946.     The  increase,  howeVvjr,  was  expected  to  vary  in  different  sections  of 
the  State.     Som  ";  areas  were  not  expacted  to  show  any  increase  while  others- will 
bring  the  general  ivirage  increase  to  the  estimated  10  percent. 

The  excessively  dry  condition  of  both  tc  and  subsoil  was  reported  to  have 
delayed  plowing  for  the  1947  crop.    A  continuation  of  unfavorable  weather,  it 
was  believed,  may  have  an  adverse  effect  on  farmers'  intentions  to  increase 
cotton  acreage. 
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Troin  Spartan"biirg  Herald,  March  5  -  •.  . 

SOUIH  GAROLIM  SEEiT  HOLDING  TOP  PSA.CH  POSI'TIOiT  _  South  Carolina,  can  hold 
her  1946~gained  position  as  the  nation^  s  iJo,  1  fresh  peach  producing  state,  pro- 
vided all  growers  cooperate. 

Meeting,  in  Spartan"burg,   center  of  the  Palirietto  State' s,  peach  industry, 
producers  heard  several,  authorities,   including  Dr.  J.  C,- -Bu-'nagan,  pathologist, 
U,  -S,  Department  of  Agriculture  Experiment  Station,  Beltsville, ■  Md«- ;  Dr,  Oliver 
I,  Snapp  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Si;reau  of  Entomology  .and- Plant 
Quarantine,  Port  Valley,  Ga, ,  and  Entomologist  ¥,  C,  Hetties  and  Horticulturist 
Roy  J,  Perree  of  Clemson  College, 

Yesterday  emphasis  was  upon  this  '^challenging'^  assertionl   "Clean  up  all 
the  state's  orchards,  eliminate  all  its  peach-destroying  pests  and  keep  the  pack 
standards  high  —  or  the  industry  will  perish. 

South  Carolina  grov/ers  "can  continue  producing  the  most  and  the  finest 
fresh  peaches  grov/n  in  the  nation  if  they  will  keep  their  orchards  free  of 
pests  and  maintain  high  q,uality  pack  standards,"  Mr,  ITettles  said. 

Prom  Birmingham  (Ala)  Age-Herald,  i%r,  5  -     _  •  ■. 

^  ■  ■.  .'^2.62  WHEAT  _  Editorial  -  V^ieat  hit  n2»6.2  a  "bushel  in  Chicago  Saturday 'i 
Washington  intim.ates  that  speculation  in  grain  futures  has  shot  the_  price  up. 
Some  "brokers  answer  that  government  "buying  is  re3ponsi"ble  for  the  rise. 

The  wheat  crop  last  year  was  well  atiove^  1,100  million  >)ushels,,,  .Domestic 
needs  are  a"bout  550  million.     The  government  is  planning  to  "buy  somewhere  near 
400  million  "bushels  for  export  relief.    Besides,  moisture  conditions  for  this 
year's  crop,  particularly  in  the  Southwest,  are  excellent.     So  there,  should  "be 
enough  v;heat  in  this  country  to  meet  all  demands,  ■..     .  ' 

The  railroads'  "bpxcar  shortage  is  the  cause  of  much  of  the  grain  sq.iieeze,  • 
Polling  stock  is  in  a  more,  desperate  situation  than  during  ;t.he  war, 

iut  there  is  a  great  responsi'oility  upon  private  "business  in  this  price 
"boom.     It  asked  and  got  freedom  from  price  control.     The  go.vernment  does  not 
"buy  grain  to  turn  a  profit.     There  is  no  excuse  for  the  pinching  of  American  con- 
sumers and  the  starving  a"brcad  "by  a  "shortage"  that  isn't  here. 

Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn)   Trihune^  Mar.  3  - 

BOXCAR  BOOITDOGGLE  ^  Editorial  -  March  wheat  hit  new  27-year  highs  twice 
last  week,   closing  at  $2,60  a  Vashel,  as  the  scram'ble  was  on  to  get  delivery  on 
contracts. 

The  key  to  the  soaring  market  was  the  shortage  of  "boxcars.     Cars  just  are 
not  availa'blc  in  this  area  to  move  the  grain  to- market.     This  situation .  has  ■ 
"been  getting  worse  every  day.     More  elevators  were  "plugged"  with  grain  in  %h.is 
area  last  v;eek  than  in  many  weeks  previous. 

The  three  northern  railroads  which  ha,ngle  quantities  .of  the  grain  movement, 
reported  thay  had  less  than  60  per  cent  of  the  cars  they  ovm  on  their  tracks. 
The  railroads  are  pressed  not  only  "by  the  dem.and  for  v/heat  "but.  also  "by  the 
urgency  of  the  porn  situation.    Hundreds  of  thousands  of  "bushels  of  corn  are  in 
danger  of  "being  lost  completely  "because  aioproaching  warmer  \veather  is  molding  the 
CTo^  in  storage,     Wliere  arc  the  "boxcars?    East  of  Chicago  for  the  most  parte 
Heavy  shipments  to  the  east  have  drained  the  midv/cst  of  its  car  suppl.y  and 
eastern  railroads  arc  hr^lding  their  cars  for  their  o^/m  use. 
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From  Sacramento  (Calif.)  Bee,  i'^ar.  1  -     ".  " 

EULP  lOR  rARIflCES  -  Editorial  -  GoneroGsman  Clifford  Hope  of  Kansas,  new 
chairman  of  the  house  agriculture  committee,  long  has  advocated  a  narrov/er 
spread  l)etv/een  what  the  farmer  gets  for  his  products  and  what  the  consujner  pays, 

_His  activity  in  his  influential  post  thus  will  v/arrant  particular  attqnr- 
tion  by  California  vineyard,   orchard  and  truck  crop  interests. 

Confronted  "by  the  cost  of  the  long  haul  to  .the  major  Eastern  and  Mid- 
western market  centers,   the  California  grcv/ers  often  are  lilamcd  for  out  .of  line 
price  quotations  "beyond  their  control. 

And  there  in  little  promise,   other  than  through  congressional  action, 
that  they  will  not  "be  the  target  of  more  undeserved  criticism.     The  removal  of 
ceilings  v/ill  "be  a  1947  factor,  as  will  the  recently  increased  railway  freight 
rates. 

Current  reports,  however,   say  Hope  has  a  sta"bili zation  plan  "based  upon 
his  ovm  findings  and  information  supplied  hy  farm  organizations, 

A  legislative  program  he  ^^rill  propose  is  undisclosed  as  yet  "but  will  "be 
reviev/ed  "by  the  agriculture  committee  in  April, 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  Hope  lays  considera'ble 
of  the  price  spread  tc  v/hat  he  te^rms  v/aste  and  . inefficiency  in  transportation, 

From  Shreveport  (la,)  Times,  liar.  3  - 

MvISER  ICSALTH  -  Editorial  -  Up  to  recently,  East  Texans  had  no  exact 
figures  on  the  value  of  the  annual  crop  of  lum"ber  and  other  wood  products"  in 
that  region.    Estimates  range.d  as  low  a,s  $50,000,000, 

But  a  survey  conducted  by  the  East  Texas  Cham"ber  rf  Commerce  industrial 
department  revealed  that  in  1946  the  value  of  the  crop  was  5135,000,000,  It 
disclosed,  further,  -that  of  10,090,000  acres  of  privately  owned  timber  land  in 
the  area,  56  per  cent  is  in.  small ,  owner  ships  of  3,000  acreS'  or  less  belonging 
to  53,618  farmers  and  other  small  owners,  .  , 

The  figures  point  to  the  greatness  of  timber  as  a  resource  in  all  this 
Southwest  region.     Its  Vcilue,  widely  dispersed  as  to  ovmership,  will  increase 
in  coming  years  as  the  demand  for  timber  grows, 

Erom  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  Mar,  7  -  '     .  .'       .'.  ' 

■    KELP  FOR  FARiiSRS  _  Editorial  -  A  continued  shortage  of  farm  labor  has  led 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  continue  the  program  of  granting  temporary  per- 
mits for  bringing  field,  worker  s  from  Mexico  and  the  ^fest  Indies.     Last  summer 
ab(sut  80,000  such  laborers  came  to  the  United  States  and  were  an  invaluable 
help  in  harvesting  and  picking.     They  do  not  displace  American  labor,  for  there 
are  too  few  native  Americans  who  are  looking  for  that  kind  of  v/ork. 

Farm  machinery,  now  in  greater  supply,   is  helping  to  make  possible  larger 
crops  vjith  fewer  hands  in  the  field. 

Conditions  abroad  indicate  that  again  this. year  the  world  will  need  all 
the  American  farmers  can  produce.     The  potato  surplus  is  an  exception  which 
should  not  mislead  Americans  to  thinly  the  world's  food  crisis  is  net  a,cute. 
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Frora  Vlall  Street  Journal^'  Ma^jo+i-^?  - 

PRICE  PROBLQ-h  SURVEY  SHO^.'S  LITTLE  HOPE  FOR  IIDE  CUTS  I'ASHINGT-^N 
•  AKTS-Vashington  is  primed  for  intnediate  price  slashing;  nost  of  industry  is 
not . 

A  concerted  campaign  is  on  in  the  Capital  to  squelch  what  are  deemed 
renewed  threats  of  an  j.nflationary  flare-up.    Busj.ness  leaders  have  been  in 
to  hear  the  Govemnent '  s  arguiiients — to  see  an  accusing  finger  pointed  especially 
at  the  prices  of  steel,  textiles  and  paper.    Yesterda^^  the  keep-prices-doTm 
program,  blossomed  at  highest  levels. 

President  Truman  commended  International  Harvester  and  Ford  for  their 
recent  price  cuts.    He  indicated  the  rash  that  other  industries  and  business  would 
follow  suit^  Secretary  of  Treasury  Snyder,  a  fev^  moments  later,  went  one  step 
fiirther^    He  said  he  has  been  given  indications  other  price  reductions  in  basic 
industries  are  being  seriously  considered, 

A  coast-to-coast  survey  of  a  wide  variety  of  "basic"  and  other 
industries  by  The  Viall  Street  Journal  yesterday  failed  to  give  niuch  comlort 
to  hopes  of  a  wave  of  voluntary  price  slasiang. 


CORH  REFTNERS  PuM5:e  PRICES  OF  PRODUCTS-Leading  corn  refiners  have 
advanced  prices  18  to  30  cents  a  hundred  pounds  on  several  products  in  line 
with  the  higher  prices  for  cash  corn. 

Corn  Products  Refining  Co.,  and  ^  enick  F-.  ^ord  Ltd.,  have  posted 
the  folloTdng  increases  on  hundred  pound  quantities 5  Corn  S'-run^  unmixed, 
25  cents;  corn  sugar,  25  cents;  starches,  bagged  and  barreled,  30  cents;  dextrine 
and  gums,  30  cents. 

In  addition  Corn  Products  has  advanced  dextrose  If  cents  a  hundred 

pounds , 


IffiN'S  SUI.TS  get  lighter.    The  average  winter  garment  was  m.ade  of 
wool  fabric  vreighing  12  ounces  a  yard  10  years  ago,  says  ^art,  Schaffner  &  Marx. 
Present  average  weight;    14  ounces  a  yard.    Improved  heating  of  homes,  offices 
and  even  autos  is  the  reason  for  the  lighter  suiting,  says  the  clothing  firm. 


POTATO  E>-P0RTS-Lashin;7t on-Export s  of  surplus  I946  cropptatoes  may 
exceed  17  million  bushels,  according  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Through  mid  Iiarch  approxim.ately  3  million  bushels  had  been  shipped 
the  announcem-ent  said.    Contracts  calling  for  shipment  of  6  ndllion  bushels 
more  iia-Ve  been  completed  and  negotiations  are  in  process  for  the;  hiovement  of 
another  2  million  bushels.    In  adait:.-on  to  these  ..uanLibies,  the  Agriculture 
Department  is  'buying  6.5  million  busi.els  01  top  graae  ^.otatoes  in  Maine  ana 
North  Central  States  for  sale  to  the  ^.ri-iy. 
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Firora  New  York  Horald  Iritune,  liarch  27  -  ■ 

TE;iISTERS  BACK  l^U.  STRI^-^^S  IN  LOIJISIxJJi^j  ...F.L.  TRUCK  BOYCOTT  TOBi^ 
TO  HELP  D/JRY  R.RHRRS  STOP  ''RV  ORLR.:J'S  S-pPLY-.j^iite,  La.-  L  teansters'  boj-cott 
was  ordered  tonight,  backi.n'i'  ut:'  a  dairy  famers'  strike  to  stori  the  flov;  of 
milk  into  Hew  Orleans , 

The  Interna.tLii:'il  Brotherhood  of  'T'"anste:"s,  an  affi.liate  of  the  ijnerican 
Federation  of  ''"'abor,  declared  the  boycott  effective  tomorro^'  on  all  sen-d-ce 
to  stores  handling  milk  from  dairies  affected  by  the  strike.    One  official  said 
the  boycott  T/ould  extend  to  shi.ps  in  port  at  ^'^by-  Orleans. 

Striking  farmers  prepared  for  intensified  efforts  to  halt  mi"!  k  t  ru.Ci'is  end 
trains,  although  state  police  patrolled  highy-ays  vdth  orders  to  keep  the  roads 
open, 

T'le  principal  issue  in  the  tT^o  day  old  strike,  in  whj.ch  armed  men  have 
dumped  thousands  of  gallons  of  milk,  is  a  price  cut  by  Neiv  Orelans  dairies, 
The  dairies,  Thich  had  been  paying  famers  "..5.75  for  100  pounds  of  milk  of  4 
percent  butterfat,  reduced  the  rate  to  $5.20. 


i.RGEHTINA  B/JiS  CEILING  T>IE.'.T-London-An  informed  source  said  ^.rgentina 
told  the  International  "'heat  Conference  today  shie  rdll  not  accept  a  ceiling 
price  on  her  irheat  e:;ports  unless  countries  from,  which  ±ie  hvijs  manufactured  goods 
agree  to  put  ceilings  on  those  ]:)rices. 


JAPaJvESE  CLOTH  OF  U.b.  CoTTui:  oOLi.  Tu  S wLLLi'j-ixrrangeiiients  have  been 
completed  for  the  sale  to  Sweden  oi  Japanese  cotton  textiles  r,iaae  from 
American-loaned  cotton  and  sold  through  an  iunerican  goveria'aent  agency  acting 
for  the  occupation  forces,  it  ms  learned  here  yesterday.    The  initial  sale 
of  10,000,000  meters  (approximately  ^',150,000  yards)  for  delivery  ir  I'.aj  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  made  at  prices  about  20  to  25  nercent  under  comparable 
Am.erican  constructions. 


T'HERLER  }E;.DS  U.S.  UITJT  FOR  VORLD  V.'OOL  P/R.LEY-L'ashington-Under  Secretary  of 
State  Dean  >.cheson  designated  today  Leslie  A.  IVheeler  to  head  the  five  m.an  Urited 
States  delegation  to  a  thirteen  nation  wool  conference  in  London  be.rdnninr  K'arch 
31.    Mr.  Lheeler  is  director  of  the  i.griculture  Department's  foreign  agricultural 
relations.    The  conference  will  study  problems  of  wool  production,  consuirption 
and  trade o 

Meam;l-iile,  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  approved  a  resolution  continuing 
the  domestic  wool  price  support  program  until  the  end  of  . 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  huge  stocks  it  has  on  hand,  the  m.easure  will 
allovr  the  Commoditj^  Credit  i-^orp.  to  sell  its  vfool  at  belov.^  the  parity  price 
which  on  Feb,  15  was  4-0,4  cents  a  pound.    The  supp  ort  price  will  remain 
betv;een  41.6  and  4-2,4-  cents  a  pound,  where  it  has  been  since  the  buying  program 
began  in  1943. 
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A  From  Minneapolis^  (Miss)  Tribune,  iiarch  20  - 

DANGER  SEEN  IN  ^3  1"HEAT-:  «;BiJST  PDLLOT'S  BOOli' FARMERS  ARE  '"AROT- Farmers  are 
not  happy  that  wheat  irent  to  $3  a  bushel  in  Chicago, ■ National  Farmers  Union 
leaders  meetin,^;  in  St.  Paul  ?rere  told  """ednesday. 

Speakers  in  close  touch  vdth  the' nation's  economy  warned  of  the  "inflationary 
signs  vMch  include  high  wheat  prices,"  and  expressed  fear  that  it  might  presage 
the  "bust  following  the  boom." 

-   "The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  farmer  will  have  to  think  again 
about  measures  to  improve  m.arketing  and  maintain  food  and  fiber  consumption  in 
this  country  and  abroad,"  Frederick  \!,  ^.augh,  agricultural  economist  for  the 
National  Council  of  Economic  Advisors,  declared. 

"Already  in  these  prosperous  United  States  there  are  grovfing  signs  of     .  .  . 
deficiencies  of  purchasing  power  in  the  hands  of  consumers,"  he  said. 


From  Des  Moines  (lovra)  Register,  March  20  -      '  , 

GR0V.1IJG  RISK  IN  GRAIN  SPECUL.-/riOw-Editorial-'-i-ne  GoiiniiOL.ity  Lxchange  Adniinis- 
tration  thinl<s  that  the  grain  ei.changes  should  require  at  least  25  percent 
margins  in  order  to  curtail  speculation  in  .grain.    Secretary'  of  "Agriculture 
Anderson,  meanwhile,  has  ?jarned  that  "specualtion  is  talking  loud  in  the  wheat 
market,"  and  has  cautioned  T3eople  a.gainst  dabbling  in  grain  futures. 

The  ,grain  exchanges  complied.  T.dth  the  frovernment  request,  early  this  week, 
but  the  action  didn't  mean  much  because  brokers  alreadj''  were  recuiring  margins 
about  that  high. 

Tlien  grain  prices  move  up  sliarply  over  a  period  of  a  few  months,  many 
non-professional  speculators  are  attached  into  the  market.'  Frequently  these  ■ 
"lambs"  are  quite  cleanly  "shorn"  before  they  get  out. 


From  Boston-  (Mass.)  Globe,  March  18  -     ■■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

UNSETTLED  JIARKET-Editorial-The  exchange  in  which  future  yields  of  grain 
are  bought  and  sold  have  often  been  regarded  as  the  cause  of  fluctuating 
prices  of  iraportant  foods.    Now  comes  Maltev  Scott,  president  of  the  National  .  ' 
Association  of  Commodity  Exchanges  and  Allied  Trades,  Inc.,  to  present  another 
view. 

He  declares  that  the  situation  is  of  the  government's  oym  making,  instead  of 
being  "speculation  talking  loud  in  the  wheat  market,"  as  recently  charged , by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

It  used  to  be  that  supply  and  demand  and  the  weather  were  tlie  factors  to 
watch.    Not/  there  has  come  government  price  support  and  also  government  purchase 
for  export,     -^oth  look  uncertain  to  those  v/ho  grow  v/heat  and  also  to  those  v/no 
deal  in  it,    Mr,  Scott  points  put  how  the  goverrment  announ.ced  last  Wovaiiber 
that  its  purchase  for  relief  had  been  coi.iplete,    '-i-iien  the  Gojuiuodity  Credit  Corpora 
tion  announced  that  it  vrould  support  wh'oat  on  the  basis  of  ijjl.SS  a  bushel  for 
shipment  in  May.    Now  there  is  a  new  decision,  no  rnore  wheat  is  to  be  shipped 
in  May  and-  June,  but  flour  is  to  be  purchased.    Guessing  Tihen  dollars  are 
involved  tries-  the  nerves,        sottled  nolicy  v.'-ould  relieve  the  strain,       ,  . 
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From  the  Oklahoma  City,  (Oklao)  Oklahoman,  March  18  - 


THEY  DON'T  FACE  THE  FACTS-The  U.S.  Demrtment  of  agriculture  a  few  days 
ago  announced  "plans  for  supporting  nrices  of  the  19-47  potato  crop  as  required 
by  the  Steagall  amendment,"  under  PPA. 

It  will  be  painfully  recalled  that  under  a  similarly  elaborate  system 
in  194.6  there  was  a  surplus  of  100,000,000  bushels  of  potatoes,  costing  the 
taxpayers  "^,80  millions  in  price  supports,  and  the  potatoes  rotted  because  they 
couldn't  be  moved  to  where  they  were  needed. 

Anyone  who  cares  to  look  up  the  statistics  of  the  AAA  "crop  control  and 
benefit"  plan  of  the  late  1930 's  knomrs  that  all  farms  were  photographed  from 
the  air  and  maps  made,  at  a  huge  cost,  and  penalties  were  imposed  to  "control" 
crops,  and  yet  the  yields  were  larger  under  "crop  control"  than  under  the  former 
free  system — also  the  orices  were  lower  to  the  farmer. 

Despite  the  perfectly  obvious  failure  of  AAA  or  PFJl  actually  to  control 
crops the  vast  IJSDA  bureaucracy  plunges  blindly  ahead  as  if  it  were  working. 

So  now,  again,  comes  along  list  of  rules  and  regulations  on  "potato  crop 
control, "  so  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  there  will  be  another  huge 
surplus,  or  possibly  a  short  crop  due  to  the  weather,  coupled  with  a  newly  an- 
nounced policy  of  forcing  potatoes  into  states  of  low  yeild- — an  example  of  the 
"ever-abnormal  granary"  v/hich  has  afflicted  American  agriculture  ever  since 
Washington  has  been  trying  to  run  it  ^ -Editorial- 


From  Peoria,   (lll«)  Journal-Transcript,  I'arch  19  - 

CORN  URGED  AS  SOURCE  OF  I^OTOR  FUEL-Use  of  corn  in  the  manufacture  of  al- 
cohol for  motor  fuel  could  reduce  the  largest  surplus  of  that  grain  the  country 
has  ever  known,  according  to  Dro        E,  Hilbert,  director  of  the  Northern  Regional 
Research  Laboratory, 

Speaking  before  the  agricultural  committee  of  Peoria  Association  of  Com- 
merce Tuesday  night.  Dr.  Hilbert  said  alcohol  is  the  best  fuel  for  motor-driven 
equipment  and  can  be  used  in  the  pure  state  or  as  a  mixture  with  gasoline. 

Elaborating  on  the  subject,   "New  Uses  of  Farm  Products  and  Farm  Wastes," 
the  laboratory  head  said  30-cent-a-bushel  corn  could  be  used  for  manufacture 
of  pure  alcohol  for  motor  fuel  at  a  price  motorists  could  afford  to  pay,  and 
that  dollar  corn  could  be  used  for  a  5  percent  blend  with  alcohol  and  not 
increase  price  of  gasoline  m.ore  than  two  cents  a  gallon, 

Dro  Hilbert  suggested  four  ways  in  which  farm  surpluses  may  be  reduced, 
probably  by  a  combination  of  all  four.    These  vrere  restricted  production, 
conversion  of  the  surpluses  to  feeding  animal  stocks,  exportation  and  conversion 
to  industrial  uses . 


From  Denver,   (Coloo)  Post,  March  19  - 

SHOOTING  THE  MOON-Three-dollar  wheat  and  ^^2  corn— not  the  moon— are  targets 
at  which  American  farmers  have  been  shooting  this  year.    Tuesday  they  hit  the 
^3  wheat  mark:     And  who  knows  but  that  they  will  be  as  successful  on  corn'' 

The  ft3.05  wheat  price  reached  on  the  Chicago  market  Tuesday  was  the  highest 
in  30  years  and  marked  the  second  time  in  the  ninety-nine  years'  history  of  the 
Chicago  exchange  that  wheat  had  passed  the  $3  mark„    ^'%Tch  corn  reiched  ^1,78  3 //^ 
on  Monday.    That  was  the  highest  since  the  ^1.97  lA  peak  in  May,  1920. 

Increased  foreign  demand  is  the  Department  of  Agriculture  explanation  for 
skyrocketing  grain  prices „    Last  August,  American  wheat  exports  for  the  fiscal 
year  ol   '47  were  estimated  at  267  million  bushels. Now  this' figure  has  been  raised 
to  350  millions,    ^hat  concerns  the  most  people  in  rising  wheat  prices  is  the 
effect  upon  price  of  bread,  f Editorial)  USDA  615-47-4 
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(The  newspapers  and  magazines  irom  \/hicn  these  agricultural  items 
are  taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  414A.  Rnone  Gene  Harrison  at 
6031.) 

From  Ner'  York  Times,  March  3I  - 

GRAIN  E7.P0RT  HELD  PERIL  TO  ^mYOVYr  TRADE  BOT^Y  SEES  ET^THER  PRICE 
' .  RISE  AS  SUPPLIES  DVINDLE;  URGES  CONGRESS  INOUIRY-^^^ashin/^ton-The  National 
Association  of  Commodity  M'.rkets  and  Allied  Trades,  Inc.,  said  tonight 
that  the'  United  States  v:as  probably  shipping  abroad  larger  amounts  of  grain 
"than  are  safe  for  our  economy." 

J.  A,  Higgons  Jr.,  executive  vice  president  of  the  assocation,  v-rote 
Senator  John  J,  I'/illiams,  Republican  of  Delaware: 

"Even  though  we  rais.-d  the  largest  crop  in  history  the  total  visible 
supply  is  less  than  36,000,000  bushels,  and  each  week  inroads  are  being  made  on 
these  accumulations,  which  have  had  a  marked  effect  on  prices  thus  far,  and  T/ill 
probably  be  greatly  accentuated  as  our  supplies  d?;indle  further 'J 

Urging  A  Congressional  investigation  of  the  entire  grain  marketing 
situation,  Mr.  Higgons  said: 

"The  market  is  faced  with  explosive  possibilities  due  to  the  .fa^t  that 
the  Government's  reputed  export  program  has  been  stepped  up  to  the  point  virhere 
it  Tidll  require  full  realization  of  the  bumper  crop  of  1,170,000,000  bushels 
indicated  in  the  last  crop  report  to  prevent  the  creation  of  a  supply  condition 
that  would  be  dangerous  in  this  country,"  .  ' 


TRADE  BOARD  UFCGES  EXPORT  COl/iROL  EUD-The  international  trade  section 
of  the  New'Tork  Board  of  Trade,  inc.,  Y/ent  on  recora  over  tne  weekend  as 
advocating  the  complete  elimination  of  export  controls  0/  June  30»  Tlie 
organization,  in  a  resolution  passed  unanimously,  endorsed  the  stand  of  Gen, 
Douglas  MacArthur  in  urging  their  prompt  discontinuance  as  an  excellent  vay 
to  place  Japan  on  a  self-sustaining  basis.    The  position  applies,  according 
to  the  section,  not  only  to  Japan,  but  to  all  nations  including  the  United 
States . 

Offered  by  George  F.  Bauer,  director  of  the  group's  Government  relations 
division,  the  resolution  explained  that  the  "recommendation  for  the  discontinuance 
of  export  restrictions  is  based  on  the  practical  experience  of  bus-'ness  leaders 
who  find  it  difficult  to  advance  the  sale  of  products  around  vhlch  exists  the 
uncertainty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  export  license,  follovring  their  sales 
efforts." 


POTATO  ACREAGE  TO  DROP:  12  PERCENT  U.S.  11DE  RECESSION  IS  EXPECTED  THIS 
YEAR-Albany-Potato  acreage  this  year  is  expected  to  drop  12  percent  below  I946  in 
New  York  and  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  according  to  a  report  issued  today  by 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Markets,    In  New  York,  according  to  plans 
revealed  by  leading  growers  and  summarized  in  the  Departmentis  report,  62,000  acres 
of  potatoes  mil  be  planted  on  Long  Island  and  another  SS,000  up-State.  The  figures 
for  Long  -^sland  where  the  acreage  has  been  increasing  in  recent  years,  indicate  a 
14  percent  decline  in  relation  to  19^6,  but  an  11  percent  increase  over  the  ten 
year  average  from  193^A'^.    The  up-State  estimate  is  11  percent  less  than  last 
year's  actual  acreage,  and  z+O  percent  below  the  ten  year  average." 
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Erom  New  York  Times,  March  3I  - 

YfflOSE  PRICE  RISE?-Editorial-f resident  Truman  and  Secretary  oi  the 
Treasury  Snyder  have  expressed  their  concern  over  the  high  price  level  and 
indicated  that  they  think  industry  should  do  somethm-  about  it.    In  effect , 
this  statement  places  the  responsibility  for  the  recent  price  spiral  upon  industry, 
"v'.'hile  there  is  no  doubt  that  rises  in  industrial  prices  have  contributed  to  the 
present  problem,  it  is  clear  that  onlpfoi  the  responsibility  rests  upon  industry. 
An  examination  of  price,  changes  shoves  that  the  largest  increases  have  taken  place 
in  far:a  and  food  prices.    An  analysis  of  the  rise  in  the  consumers'  rrice  index 
dur-'.ng  the  past  year,  for  examnle,  shores  that  70  percent  of  the  increase  v'as 
accounted  for  by  higher  food  prices.    Certainly  Industry  cannot  be  held  responsibl' 
for  the  large  increases  here,    A  similar  picture  is  shov.Ti  rhen  the  comparisons 
are  made  for  the  ehtire  vrartime  period.    From  August  1939,  to  date  farm  prices 
has  risen  about  178  percent,  v/hile  industrial  prices  have  risen  only  5^  percent. 

Government  policy,  rather  than  industrial  price  policy,  must  bear  the 
primary  responsibility  for  the  present  high  level ':of  prices. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  31  - 

SUGAR  PROSPECTS-Sugar  prices  T.dll  rise  substantially  follomng  decontrol 
on  Oct,  31  but  the  upvrard  pressure  v/ill  be  curbed  by  the  substantial  increase 
in  supplies  indicated  late  this  year  from  the  rise  in  the  current  Cuban  crop 
and  the  expansion  generally  in  1948  production. 


•TURPS'  PRICE  SUPPORT-Turpentine  productions  increase  expected  vdth 
warm  weather  seen  bar  to  price  support  by  Di^partment  of  Agriculture. 


SHORT  LIVED  S?im  SEEII  MTH  SUGiJi  lECONTROL-Before  sugar  rationing 
expires  tonight  at "midnight,  unless  there  is  a  last  minute  hitch.  Congress 
"Will  have  passed,  and  the  President  signed,  new  legislation  continuing  sugar 
rationing  and  price  controls  until  October  31,  and  inventory  controls  to  f'arch 
31,  1948. 

The  importance  of  inventory  control  will  be  a  negligible  factor  in 
the  market  since,  with  the  price  and  rationing  regulations  off  on  Oct.  3I, 
manufacturers  vrxll  be  in  a  position  to  buy  unlimited  quantities  of  sugar  if 
they  are  prepared  -to  step  up  their  operations  and  turn  sugar  into  an  end  product 
while  maintaining  sugar    inventories  at  not  more  than  a  30  days'  supply. 

Once  the  initial  spurt'  is  over  the  impression  is  that  industrial  users 
will  follovi^  a  conservative  policy  in  buying  for  inventory  purposes. 
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Prom  Dayton  (Ohio)  News  -  March  23  - 

m"  FARMERS  SOLD  \.KiiM  AT  t'iEGjRlJ  Vtaci^^-plvalllng  wheat  prices  on  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  did  not  line  local  faniier's  pockets  with  gold  nor 
pad  their  bank  accoimts  mth  huge  balances,  lor  the  simple  reason  that 
farmers  did  not  have  the  v;heat  to  sell  when  the  price  was  soaring. 

This  fact  was  definitely  developed  ''o^r  a  personal  inquiry  among  farmers, 
who  attended  Farm  and  Home  TIeek  at  Columbus.    Hove  than  200  men  of  the  soil 
were  asked  the  question,  "How  much  wheat  do  you  ha^^e  to  sell  at  these        *  : 
high  prices?"    And  almost  invariably  the  answers  were  the  same — "none  at  all." 

The  farmers  came  from  all  parts  of  the  state.    Some  from  the  Miami 
Valley,  some  from  the  central  counties  and  others  from.  nojH:hern  part  of  the 
State, 

Of  all  the  persons  who  vrere  interviewed  only  one  had  his  19A-6  wheat  crop. 
He  has  2280  bushels  on  warehouse  receipts.    He  stated  that  ever  since  the 
federal  loans  were  made  available  for  wheat  and  other  grains  he  has  followed 
the  policy  of  storing  his  grain  and  selling  it  later. 


From  Chicago  News,  March  19  - 

AMDERSON  USE  TELESCOPE'S  YRCNG  END-Edit or ial-i^^ other  instance  of  seeing 
things  vnrong  end  to  is  the  complaint  in  government  circles  that  speculators 
in  grain  are  responsible  for  high  prices. 

If  Secretary  A.nderson  v/ould  look  through  the  right  end  of  the  telescope 
he  would  observe  that  the  government  itself  is  responsible  for  the  price  gains. 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  been  •.  buying  wheat  for  foreign 
shipm-ent  and,  even  though  transportation  is  so  bad  the  wheat  cannot  be  moved, 
the  CCC  still  refuses  to  let  millers  use  it.    Nonaally  a  buyer    in  the  position 
of  the  CCC  would  do  that  -and  relieve  a  tense  situation. 

Processors  and  millers  suddenly  finding  tneir  supplies:cut  off,  are  obliged 
to  protect  themselves  by  bujdng  futures.    Even  the  government's  ovm  statistics 
as  to  the  increase  in  the  "open  interest",  show  t hat  the  speculator  has  not 
been  other  than  aminor  incidental  factor  in  putting  up  the  price  of  ?meat . 


From  Amaha  (Nebr.)  World  Herald-March  23  - 

THE   PRICE  OF  W-EAT -Editorial-Associated  Press  Writer  Al  Booking  toured 
the  Kansas  wheat  belt  and  found  that  farmers  were  not  unanimously  pleased  about 
the  fact  that  wheat  has  gone  to  $3  a  bushel, 

Ifeny  agreed  ^^.dth  an  elevator  ot^erator  who  said:     "Miat  I'm  afraid  of  is  it 
vd-ll  get  up  there  and  wham'," 

After  the  last  war  it  v/as  v/ham',  indeed. 

During  V-brld  War  I  wheat  at  ^ansas  City  reacheda  monthly  average  of  |301. 
In  May,  1920,  it  was  still  at  |2,93.    The  the  break  came,  and  by  April  1921, 
it  had  dropped  to  $1,33.    By  December  1932,  wheat  at  Kansas  City  was  doTO  to 
/^2  cents. 

To  attempt  to  predict  the  future  from  the  past  is  alv/ays  perilous.  But 
it  might  be  well  for  vheat,  grovrers  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  Y.-hat  does  up 
can  ccme  dovm  and  try  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
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From  NachTille  (Tenn. )  Tennessean,  March  19  - 

POLICE  ]\^DED -Editorial  -  Wheat  hit  $3.05  yesterday  hefore  it  settled  back 
to  the  previous  day's  minimuin.    On  its  rampage,  that  grain  has  "been  exerting  an 
upward  tag  on  the  whole  price  structure,,  and  a  direct  inflationary  effect  on  the 
cost  of  "bread,  pastries,  animal  feed,  meat,  dairy  products,  and  fats.    Riding  the 
upward  trend  is  a  host  of  speculators  attracted  by  the  odor  of  unearned  gains. 

The    South 's  experience  witii  the  speculative  "boom  in  cotton,  which  ended  in 
the  market  crash  of  last  fall,  points  the  way  toward  handling  the  wheat  hinge. 
Permanent  legislation  to  give  the  government  the  same  controls  over  the  produce 
markets  which  are  now  exercised  over  the  stock  and  bond  exchanges  1b  necessary  to 
protect  the.  nation  from  the  damages  which  the  speculator  can  do. 


Erom  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  March  22  - 

THE  GRAIN  HAS  TO  MOVE-Editoriatl  -  While  grain  prices  soar  on  the  markets, 
due  in  part  at  least  to  the  shortage  of  boxcars  to  bring  in  the  grain  v^hlch  has  been 
promised,  truck  lines  are  r^onning  empty  to  Chicago  from  the  Twin  Cities  and  from 
the  J^akotas  into  the  Twin  Cities. 

Country  elevators  are  closed  in  town  after  town  because  they  are  filled  with 
grain.    The  grain  they  contain  cannot  be  shipped  to  terminals  for  lack  of  boxcars. 
Farmers  still  holding  grain  on  the  farm  cannot  bring  that  grain  into  the  already 
full  country  elevators. 

Midwestern  railroads  contend  their  boxcars  are  being  held  by  eastern  roads, 
and  the  reports  on  disposition  of  such  cars  bear  them  out. 

Stored  grain  is  deteriorating.    Another  crop  Is  coming  up 'in  the  southwest 
and  farmers  there  are  becomir^  alarmed  already  about  the  expected  shortage  of 
transportation  to  move  It  to  market.     Ihe  federal  government  repeats  and  repeats 
the  need  for  grain  is  treitendous^  at  home  and  abroad,  .   ,  . 

It  is  time  pressure  was  applied  in  Washington  by  the  representatives  of  the 
midwest  in  congress  to  see  that  something  is  done. 


From  Memphis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  March  22  - 


FAP.MERS  SHOUT  DOWN  SOIL -SATING  PROGRAM-  Ruggedly  Independent  farmers  of  the 
Eads  Corrjaunity,  in  a  scene  reminiscent  of  an  Early  American  town  hall  debate,  last 
night  shouted  against  a  proposal  to  let  a  Government  agecny  control  soil  conserva- 
tion vrork  here . 

"As  long  as  powder  will  burn,  one  muttered,  "nobody's  going  to  come  on  my 
land  and  tell  me  what  to  do  with  it." 

No  vote  was  taken  at  the  meeting  in  George  R.  James  School,  near  the  eastern 
county  line.     From  their  attitude,,  however,  an  over-whelming  majority  of  the  80 
men  was  against  the  plan.     Five  farmers  cried  out  in  opposition;  only  one  ventured 
a  mild  and  hedged-in  approval. 

The  farmers  refused  a  Government  offer  of  "free"  heavy  land -moving  equipment. 
Use  of  the  surplus  machinery  depended  on  county  residents'  agreement  to  create  a 
Soil  Conservation  District,  Lucius^^E,  Burch  Jr.,  of  Colliervllle  ,  attorney,  told  the 
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From  New  York  Times,  March  28  - 

SENATE  BY  ^6  TO  34  VOTES  SUGAR  CURBS  OM  UNTIL  OCT.  31  •  HOVE  USER 
TO  GET  35  POmroS,  INCREASE  OF  10  kW  MORE  IF  THE  SUPPLY  Il'PROVES-l''?ashington- 
The  Senate  voted  tonight  to  continue  sugar  rationing  until  Oct.  31. _  A. 
Republican  Senator  shouted  treachery  at  the  majority  party  for  killing  a 
provision  to  continue  sugar  controls  for  a  v/hole  year. 

In  one  of  the  most  turbulent  sessions  01  tne  Eightieth  Coixgress, 
the  control  extension  bill  was  passed  b^  a  vote  of  4b  to  34  at  7:30  p.m.  It 
would  assure  the  housewife  and  other  home  users  thirty  five  pounds  of  sugar, 
ten  pounds  more  than  last  year.    It  also  would  increase  the  allowance  to  fifty 
pounds  if  the  supply  improves  measurably. 

In  support  oi  the  Oct.  31  closing  date,  Senator  McCarthy  said  he 
had  just  been  inl'ormed  by  Departmeht-of  Ags'iculture  officials  that  700,000 
tons  of  sugar  were  available  in  addit' on  to  the  6,800,000  short  tons  controlled  by 
the  Government  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Coporation.    He  also  urged  this  as 
an  argument  for  increasing  the  per  capita  allotment  to  forty  pounds. 


YUGOSLAVIA  ASKS  BRITAIN  FOR  K)OD|  LONDON  TO  REJECT  REQUEST S-London- 
Yugoslavia  has  asked  Britain  for  substantial  economic  aid',;  the  Foreign  Office 
revealed  tonight. 

Two  notes  have  been  received.    The  first  asks  Britain  to  take  steps 
to  provide  food  and  raw  materials  to  meet  requirements  stated  to  total  $60,S00,- 
000,    The  second  asks  Britain  to  support  the  Yugoslav  request  to  UNRRA  for  the 
immediate  delivery  of  200,000  tons  of  ¥/heat.    Both  requests,  it  was  indicated 
will  be  turned  down. 


U.S.  TILL  SEKD  POTATO  TO  YUGSOLAVIA-Y/ashin.'jton-The  State  Department 
decided  today  to  allow  up  to  50,lOO  tons  of  potatoes  to  be  sent  to  Yugoslavia  in 
response  to  a  request  for  Sava  N.  Kasanovic,  her  Ambassador  here.    The  department 
again  turned  doTO  the  request  for  grain. 


U.S.  GIVES  FPuANCE  PLEDGE  ON  ",HEAT:  553,000  TONS  1.ILL  BE  SPIFFED  FROM 
HERE  DURING  1947,  RAIMDIER  ASSERTS-Paris-Premier  Paul  Ramadier  said  today  that 
he  had  received  assurances  from  '"'pshington  that  T^heat  shipments  from,  the  United 
States  to  France  would  be  553  ,  000  tons  this  year  ?n-i  that"  the  deliver^^  schedule 
would  be  advanced  by  one  month.    He  added  that  this  T^o^ild  be  insufficient  to 
see  France  through  the  summer  in  view  of  the  s)  ort  Tdnter  cror)  but  tl^at  it  would 
help  immensely. 
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From  NeTj;  York  Times,  March  2B  - 


CUBA  RAISES  BREAD  3  CENTS-Havana-The  Cabinet  last  night  increased 
.the  price  of  bread  from  12  to  15  cents  a  pound  in  an  effort  to  ease  the 
shortage.    The  increased  price  of  flour  in  the  United  States,  despite  the 
subsidy  being  paid  by  the  Cuban  Government,  makes  this  price  increase  necessary 
according  to  Minister  of  Commerce  Cesar  Casas , 


COMiODITY  PRICES  HIGHER  LAST  TEEK;  OFnCIAL  INDE):  ADVANCED  ^ .% 
DESPITE  A  DECLIIJE  OF  0.7^  IN  FARM  PRODUCTS-T.^shing:ton-After  the  preceding  slight 
decline,  average  primary  market  prices  rose  0.5  percent  during  the  week  ended 
last ,  Saturday.,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.    Prices  of  non- 
agricultural  commodities  continued  their  steady  advancej  agricultural  conmiodities 
declined . 

At  149.0  percent  of  the  1926  average,  tne  bureau's  index  of  commodity 
prices  in  primary  markets  was  37.5  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  about  11  percent 
below  the  May,  1920,  peak. 

Led  b''"  lower  prices  for  livestock  and  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
average  prices  of  farm  products  declined  0.7  percent  during  the  week.  V.ith 
some  improvement  in  supplies,  prices  for  most  livestock  v^ere  lovfer.  Sharp 
declines  in  prices  of  grains,  beginnj_ng  on  March  If*,  rrere  not  yet  fully  reflected 
in  the  index. 


From  T'all  Street  Journal,  March  28  -  ' 

ANDEt:SON  ASKS  STRICT  CONTROLS-l'feshington-Strict  Government  controls 
over  margins  on  commodity  markets  and  some  regulation  of  market  forecasters 
were  suggested  to  Congress  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson,  Y/ho  reported 
on  an  investigation  into  last  October's  cotton  market  break. 

The  report  said:     "The  investigation  disclosed  a  tjrpe  of  speculative 
activity  with  v.rhich  the  Government  is  unable  to  deal  effectively  under  existing 
law.    For  this  reason  I  feel  impelled  to  comment  specially  on  this,  and  to 
suggest  that  Congress  may  r.dsh  to  consider  remedial  measures," 


C.C.C.  OFFr.CIALS  DENY  GOWM'ENT  IS  OUT  OF  FLOUR  MRKET-Lashington- 
Officials  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporption  denied  reports  that  tho 
Governraent  was  out  of  the  flour  markets 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  2?:  - 

RJNDS  VOTED  TO  FIGHT  FOOT  AI'D  f'OTTTn  DTST^AS^-'^ashington-Fresident 
Truman  today  signed  legislation  to  authorize  spending  "'0^000,000  to  eradicate 
foot  and  mouth  disease  among  cattle  in  Mexico. 
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From  Bakersfi'&id  Californian-Harch  18  - 

PROEUCE  l.ffiN  T  ARNED  OF  NEV^  CAR  SHORTAGE-l'fest  coast  perishrble  fruit  and 
vegetable  growers  -were  forwarned  Monday  after  noon  to  expect  another  snmmer 
of  refrigerator  car  shortages,  although  no  adeuqate  sui^ply  of  ice  vras  in 
prospect  for  shipping  purposes. 

Railroad  and  government  transportation  officials  met  with  growers  and 
shippers  at  a  perishable  comiiiodity  and  transportation  conference  at  Stockdale, 
held  in  conjunction  rath  the  annual  meeting  of  Kern  County  Potato  G-ro?:ers 
Association,  •  ,. 

In  addition  to  the  anticipated  refrigerator  car  shortage,  general  ■ 
conclusions  resulting  from  the  conference  vrere: 

1.  V/est  coast  growers  and  shippers  favor  abolishment  of  the  refrigerator 
car  pool  arrangement. 

2.  Grovrers  and  shippers  vant  freight  schedules  speeded  up,  but  stated 
their  belief  that  railroads  probably  were  not  going  to  do  anjd^hing  about 
improving  freight  schedules  this  year, 

3.  General  opinion  was  that  service  order  10/+  should  be  restorea  to  its 
original  text  in  an  effort  to  facilitate  movement  of  empty  refri__^erator  cars 
to  the  coast  states. 


Erom  Indianapolis  (Ind)  3tar,  March  23  - 

PEDERAL  GRANT  POES  ON  SPOT;  VAWW  ^T'ESTTOrS  ASSHT.LY ■  SIFCERlTY-Trashington- 
Representative  Ray  Madden,  Indiana  Democrat,  inquired  todav  if  the  Indiana 
Legislature  v/as  sincere  when  it  passed  a  resolution  against  further  Federal 
grants  to  Indiana,  and  point^out  that  last  3/ear  Hoosier  farmers  alone  received 
$72^,8^2,90$  in  Federal  aid. 

Madden,  lone  Indiana  Democrat  to  take  the  oath  of  office  in  the  FOth 
GoniTress,  said  he  is  drafting  a  letter  to  Governor  Ralph  Gates  to' ask  "if  the 
Legislature  was  going  through  some  double  talk  to  fool  the  voters  of  Indiana 
Tihen  it  passed  the  resolution,  or  if  it  really  intends  to  carry  out  what  it  said." 

Madden  said  he  intends  to  call  the  at-i  ention  of  Congress' to  the  situation 
and  exert  his  effort  to  protect  the  farmer  and  other  groups  in  Indiana  who 
benefit  from  various  Federal  programs . 


From  Atlanta  (Ga)  Daily  V.orld,  March  IS  -  ' 

FACTS  ABOUT  FARMERS-Editorial-The  economists  tell  us  that  the  farmer  hit 
his  peak  prosperity  in  194.6  and  that  the  outlook  for  1947  involves  lower  prices . 

Nobody  knov/s,  not  even  the  farmers,  what  is  in  store  for  agriculture  alter 
194s,  when  all  Government  guarantees  may  be  TidthdraiTO .    Much  depends  upon  the 
carry  over  of  the  various  crops  and  the  condition  of  T;orld  affairs  vdiich  will 
largely  govern  demands  for  American  crops. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  note  that  the  Aruerican  farmers  has  some  good  years 
but  when  somebody  talks  about  an  income  01  u.ore  tnan  ^14,Uu0^000,000  in  I946, 
the  readers  should  com.pare  this  mth  the  national .  income  of  more  than    161, 000,- 
000,000  and  recall  that  more  than  2b, 000,000  Americans  live  on  the  nation's 
farms . 
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From  Chicago  Sun,  Mar,  22  - 


GET  IN  THERE  AM)  PLANT -Editorial  -  We're  a  fow  weeks  late  with  cm-  aronual  ' 
appeal  to  residents  of  Chicago  and  satellite  comnunities  to  got  their  gardening 
plans  under  way_,  hut  what  the  heck,  the  planting  season  will  "be  a  few  weeks  late, 
too. 

American  home  gardening,  we  are  happy  to  learn,  is  expected  to  equal  or  sur- 
pass the  heights  touched  during  the  war.     It  is  especially  good  news  that  many 
Americans  are  "buying  seed  to  send  to  friends  and  relatives  overseas. 

In  addition  to  yo^ur  own  pleasure  and  profit  in  continuing  to  garden  --or 
"becoming  a  fledgling  gardener  if  you  were  too  "busy  elsewhere  in  World  V7ar  II  -- 
your  efforts  with  rake,  hoe  and  muscle  are  needed.    The  output  of  millions  of  tiny 
American  vacant-lot  and  "backyard  plots  aggregates  a  total  which  wins  respect  even 
in  a  nation  used  to  ela"borately  mechanized,  large-scale  agriculture. 


From  St.  Paul     (iMinn. )  Dispatch,  Mar.  IT  - 

DESEE7ED  HONOR  FOR  TOLLEY -Editorial  -  The  National  Farmers  Union  honors  it- 
self as  well  as  Howard  R.  Tolley  in  selecting  him  to  receive  its  award  here  in 
St.  PaiJLL  "Wednesday  night  for  "the  most  outstanding  service  to  agriculture  in  19^6." 

For  such  honors  do  not  go  too  often  to  those  deserving  them  so  thoroughly  as 
Tolley.     In  line  when  honors  like  this  are  "being  given  are  too  frequently  to  "be 
found  the  flashy  fellows,  the  spell"binders  and  "boys  of  clever  footwork  politically. 

But  in  choosing  Tolley,  the  Farmers  "Union  has  passed  "by  all  those  scintillat- 
ing fellows.    He  isn't  any  of  those  types.    Tolley  is  an  agricultural  economist, 
perhaps  the  greatest  in  the  world.    He  is  a  solid  character  thslt's  like  a  rock 
in  the  faithfulness  of  its  service  and  dependa"bility  of  its  advice  to  agriculture. 
His  is  an  intellect  so  "big  that  it  can  perceive  and  fit  into  their  places  the  intri- 
cate factors  that  comprise  and  play  upon  the  economy  of  the  nation  and  the  world.  . 

The  Farmers  Union  thus  has  made  a  fine  selection  for  its  award.    Those  who 
"bestow  and  receive  this  honor  deserve  congratulations. 


Frf~>m  Asheville  (N.  C.)  Citizen  -  Mar.  19  - 

DANDER  SIGITAL? -Editorial  -  "Wheat  prices  topped  the  $3  mark  yesterday  at 
Chicago,  dragging  the  "brakes  on  margin  requirements  and  warnings  against  excessive 
speculation.     By  mid-day  the  price  had  "bounded  to  $3.05  a  "bushel,  only,  to  fall  off 
10  cents  at  the  closing. 

One  year  ago  the  price  hovered  around  $1,7!^.     Soon  afterward,  OPA  received 
its  effective  death  "blow.    While  the  increase  in  price  is  justified  in  large  part 
"by  greater  foreign  demand,  it  would  "be  heird  to  deny  that  speculation  is  fast  and 
loose  in  the  commodity  markets.    "When  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  doubled  margin 
requirements  yesterday,  wheat  had  passed  the  $3  point  for  the  second  time  in  3"^ 
years. 

Is  this,  po3si"bly,  where  we  came  in  --  nearly  a  generation  ago? 
The  portents  are  ominous  despite  the  greatly  altered  world  picture  of  wheat 
production.   .   .  . 

All  of  this  seems  to  suggest  that  history  operates  in  stu"b"born  cycle.  Post- 
war I  cotton  fell  off  from.  ^3  cents  e  pound  to  a"bout  Ik  cents  "before  the  speculation 
of  1920  had  run  its  course.     These  sharp  breaks  in  commodity  prices  were  followed 
by  a  depression,  and  then  a  leveling-of f ,  and  then  the  Great  Depression. 
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Fran  NeT/^r  York  Times,  March  28  - 


SEIIATE  BI  46  TO  34  VOTES  SUGAR  CURBS  OI'ILY  UI^ITIL  OCT.  31;  HOP"E  USER 
TO  GET  35  POUI.iDS,  INCREASE  OF  10  AM  MORE  IF  THE  SUPPLY  IPIPROVES-Y'feshington- 
The  Senate  voted  tonight  to  continue  sugar  rationing  until  Oct.  3I.  A 
Republican  Senator  shouted  treachery  at  the  majority  party  for  killing  a 
provision  to  continue  sugar  controls  for  a  whole  year. 

In  one  of  the  most  turbulent  sessions  01  the  Eightieth  Congress, 
the  control  extension  bill  v/as  passed  b^  a  vote  of  4b  to  34  at  7:30  p.m.  It 
would  assure  the  housemfe  and  other  home  users  thirty  five  pounds  of  sugar, 
ten  pounds  more  than  last  year.    It  also  would  increase  the  allowance  to  fiity 
pounds  if  the  supply  improves  measurably. 

In  support  of  the  Oct.  31  closing  date,  Senator  McCarthy  said  he 
had  just  been  informed  by  Department-of  Ags'iculture  officials  that  700,000 
tons  of  sugar  were  available  in  addition  to  the  6,800,000  short  tons  controlled  by 
the  Government  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Coporation.    He  also  urged  this  as 
an  argument  for  increasing  the  per  capita  allotment  to  forty  pounds. 


YUGOSLAVIA  ASKS  BRITAIN  FOR  FOOD;  LONDON  TO  REJECT  REQUEST S-London- 
Yugoslavia  has  asked  Britain  for  substantial  economic  aid^,:  the  Foreign  Office 
revealed  tonight.  / 

Two  notes  have  been  received.    The  first  asks  Britain  to  take  steps 
to  provide  food  and  ravf  materials  to  meet  requirements  stated  to  total  ^060, 800, 
000.    The  second  asks  Britain  to  support  the  Yugoslav  request  to  UNRRA  for  the 
immediate  delivery  of  200,000  tons  of  wheat.    Both  requests,  it  was  indicated 
will  be  turned  dovm. 


U.S.  I'.ILL  SElvTD  POTATO  TO  YUGSOLAVIA-Yfashington-The  State  Department 
decided  today  to  allow  up  to  50, '.^OO  tons  of  potatoes  to  be  sent  to  Yugoslavia  in 
response  to  a  request  for  Sava  N,  Kasanovic,  her  Ambassador  here.    The  department 
again  turned  dovm  the  request  for  grain. 


U.S.  GIVES  FRANCE  PLEDGE  ON  T,HEAT:  553,000  TONS  IILL  BE  SFIFPED  FROM 
HERE  DURI:NG  1947,  RAIMDIER  ASSERTS-Paris-Premier  Paul  Ramadier  said  today  that 
he  had  received  assurances  from  ""'"pshington  that  wheat  shipments  from  the  United 
States  to  France  would  be  553,000  tons  this  year  ?n-i  that' the  delivery  schedule 
would  be  advanced  by  one  month,    .He  added  that  this  v^o^ild  be  insufficient  to 
see  France  through  the  summer  in  view  of  the  s)  ort  rdnter  crop  but  tliat  it  v-ould 
hep.p  immensely. 
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From  Nevj"  York  Times,  March  28  ~ 

CUBA.  RAISES  BREAD  3  CENTS-Havana-The  Cabinet  last  night  increased 
the  price  of  bread  from  12  to  15  cents  a  pound  in  an  effort  to  ease  the 
shortage.    The  increased  price  of  flour  in  the  United  States,  despite  the 
subsidy  being  paid  by  the  Cuban  Government,  makes  this  price  increase  necessary 
according  to  Minister  of  Commerce  Cesar  Casas . 


COfflODITY  PRICES  HIGHER  LAST  Y^EEKj  OFHCIAL  INDE)!  ADVANCED  0,% 
DESPITE  A  DECLIME  OF  IN  FARM  PRODUCTS-Y'ashington-After  the  preceding  slight 

decline,  average  primary  market  prices  rose  0.5  percent  during  the  week  ended 
last  Saturday.^  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.    Prices  of  non- 
agricultural  commodities  continued  their  steady  advance j  agricultural  comruodities 
declined. 

At  149.0  percent  of  the  1925  average,  tne  Dureau's  index  of  commodity 
prices  in  primary  markets  was  37.5  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  about  11  percent 
belov:  the  May,  1920,  peak. 

Led  b;^  lower  prices  for  livestock  and  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
average  prices  of  farm  products  declined  0.7  percent  during  the  Y;eek.  Y,ith 
some  improvement  in  supplies,  prices  for  most  livestock  were  lower.  Sharp 
declines  in  prices  of  grains,  beginni.ng  on  March  IP,  -vreve  not  yet  fully  reflected 
in  the  index. 


From  l;:all  Street  Journal,  March  28  - 

A14DERS0N  ASKS  STRICT  CONTROLS-Yfashington-Strict  Government  controls 
over  margins  on  commodity  markets  and  some  regulation  of  market  forecasters 
were  suggested  to  Congress  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson,  who  reported 
on  an  investigation  into  last  October's  cotton  market  break. 

The  report  said;     "The  investigation  disclosed  a  tj^pe  of  speculative 
activity  ivith  vrhich  the  Government  is  unable  to  deal  effectively  under  existing 
lavj.     For  this  reason  I  feel  impelled  to  comment  specially  on  this,  and  to 
suggest  that  Congress  may  msh  to  consider  remedial  measures," 


C.C.C.  OFFICIALS  DENY  GOVERfB^ENT  IS  OUT  OF  FLOUR  MRKET-l-ashington- 
Officials  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporption  denied  reports  that  tho 
Governraent  was  out  of  the  flour  market.. 


F'rom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  ¥.b.vc\\  2i.  - 

RJNDS  VOTED  TO  EIGHT  FOOT  AND  }t0UTU  DTST^ASE-V'"ashington-President 
Truman  today  signed  legislation  to  authorize  spendinT  '''0,000,000  to  eradicate 
foot  and  mouth  disease  among  cattle  in  Mexico. 
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Rrom  Bakersfi&id  Californian-March  18  - 

.    PRODUCE  l-ffiN  1.  ARMED  OF,  NEV^  GAR  SHOFITAGE-West  coast  perish?. ble  fruit  and 
vegetable  growers  v/ere  lorwarned  Monday  after  noon  to  expect  another  siunmer 
of  refrigerator  car  shortages,  although  no  adeuqate  su]:iply  of  ice  was  in 
prospect  for  shipping  purposes. 

Railroad  and  government  transportation  officials  met  with  growers  and 
shippers  at  a  perishable  commodity  and  transportation  conference  at  Stockdale, 
held  in  conjunction  r.dth  the  annual  meeting  of  Kern  County  Potato  Growers 
Association. 

In  addition  to  the  anticipated  refrigerator  car  shortage,  general 
conclusions  resulting  from  the  conference  were: 

1.  West  coast  growers  and  shippers  favor  abolishment  of  the  refrigerator 
car  pool  arrangement. 

2.  Growers  and  shippers  want  freight  schedules  speeded  up,  but  stated 
their  belief  that  railroads  probably  were  not  going  to  do  anything  about 
improving  freight  schedules  this  year, 

3.  General  opinion  was  that  service  order  10/+  should  'be  restorea  to  its 
original  text  in  an  effort  to  facilitate  movem.ent  of  empty  refri-^erator  cars 
to  the  coast  states.  . 


PVom  Indianapolis  (Ind)  Star,  March  23  -  ■ 

PEDERAL  GRPST  FOES  01-^  SPOT:  l/^ADDEF  ^^^STJOrS  ASSE'^BLY  SIFCEFaTY-T.ashinPton- 
Representative  Ray  Madden,  Indiana  Democrat,  inquired  toda^^  if  the  Indiana 
Legislature  vras  sincere  when  it  passed  a  resolution  against  further  Federal 
grants  to  Indiana,  and  pointft)ut  that  last  ^ear  Foosier  farmers  alone  received 
$72^,842,905  in  Federal  aid. 

Madden,  lone  Indiana  Democrat  to  take  the  oath  of  office  ±n  the  fOth 
Congress,  said  he  is  drafting  a  letter  to  Governor  Ralph  Gates  to  ask  "if  the 
Legislature  was  going  through  some  double  talk  to  fool  the  voters  of  Indiana 
when  it  passed  the  resolution,  or  if  it  really  intends  to  carry  out  what  it  said." 

Madden  said  he  intends  to  call  the  attention  "of  Congress  to  the  situation 
and  exert  his  effort  to  protect  the  farmer  and  other  groups  in  Indiana  who 
benefit  from  various  Federal  programs  .  , 


From  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Daily  ".-or Id,  1  arch  18  - 

FACTS  ABOUT  FARL'ERS-Editorial-The  economists  tell  us  that  the  farmer  hit 
his  peak  prosperity  in  19^6  and  that  the  outlook  for  1947  involves  -lower  prices. 

Nobody  knows,  not  even  the  farmers,  what  is  in  store  for  agriculture  alter 
1948,  when  all  Government  guarantees  Fiay  be  vdthdrav/n.    Much  depends  upon  the 
carry  over  of  the  various  crops  and  the  condition  of  world  affairs  which  will 
largely  govern  demands  for  American  crops. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  note  that  the  Aruerican  farmers  has  some  good  years 
but  when  somebody  talks  about  an  Incohie  oi  u.ore  tlxan  ;vl4,uu0,000,000  in  1946, 
the  readers  should  compare  this  with  the  national  incoike  oi  n.ore- than  ^161,000,- 
000,000  and  recall  that  more  than  2o, 000, 000  Americans  live  on  the  nation's 
farms . 
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From  Chicago  Sun^  Mar,  22  - 

GET  IN  THERE  MD  PLANT -Editorial  -  We're  a  few  weeks  late  with  cur  annual  • 
appeal  to  residents  of  Chicago  and  satellite  coimunities  to  get  their  gardening 
plans  under  way^  "but  what  the  heck,  the  planting  season  will  be  a  few  weeks  late, 
too. 

American  home  gardening,  we  are  happy  to  learn,  is  e^rp'Octed  to  equal  or  sur- 
pass the  heights  touched  during  the  war.     It  is  especially  good  news  that  many 
Americans  are  "buying  seed  to  send  to  friends  and  relatives  overseas. 

In  addition  to  your  own  pleasure  and  profit  in  continuing  to  garden  --or 
"becoming  a  fledgling  gardener  if  you  were  too  "busy  elsewhere  in  World  War  II  --  ' 
your  efforts  with  rake,  hoe  and  muscle  are  needed.     The  output  of  millions  of  tiny 
American  .vacant-lot  and  "backyard  plo'cs  aggregates  a  total  which  wins  respect  even 
in  a  nation  used  to  ela"borately  mechanized,  large-scale  agriculture. 


From  St.  Paul     (iMlrji. )  Dispatch,  Mar.  17  - 

DESERVED  HONOR  FOR  TOLLEY -Editorial  -  The  National  Farmers  Union  honors  it- 
self as  well  as  Howard  R.  Tolley  in  selecting  him  to  receive  its  award  here  in 
St.  Paul  Wednesday  night  for  "the  most  outstanding  service  to  agriculture  in  19^6." 

For  such  honors  do  not  go  too  often  to  those  deserving  them  so  thoroughly  as 
Tolley.     In  line  when  honors  like  this  are  "being  given  are  too  frequently  to  "be 
found  the  flashy  fellows,  the  spell"binders  and  "boys  of  clever  footwork  politically. 

But  in  choosing  Tolley,  the  Farmers  Union  has  passed  "by  all  those  scintillat- 
ing fellows.    He  isn't  any  of  those  types.    Tolley  is  an  agricultural  economist, 
perhaps  the  greatest  in  the  world.    He  is  a  solid  character  that's  like  a  rock 
in  the  faithfulness  of  its  service  and  dependability  of  its  advice  to  agriculture. 
His  is  an  intellect  so  big  that  it  can  perceive  and  fit  into  their  places  the  intri- 
cate factors  that  com.prise  and  play  upon  the  economy"  of  the  nation  and  the  world.  . 

The  Farmers  Union  thus  has  made  a  fine  selection  for  its  award.    Those  who 
bestow  and  receive  this  honor  deserve  congratulations. 


From  Asheville  (N.  C.)  Citizen  -  Mar.  19  - 

DANDER  SIGNAL? -Editorial  -  ^Tieat  prices  topped  the  $3  mark  yesterday  at 
Chicago,  dragging  the  brakes  on  margin  requirements  and  warnings  against  excessive 
speculation.    By  mid-day  the  price  had  bounded  to  $3.05  a  bushel,  only,  to  fall  off 
10  cents  at  the  closing. 

One  year  ago  the  price  hovered  around  $1.75.     Soon  afterward,  OPA  received 
its  effective  death  blow.    While  the  increase  in  price  is  Justified  in  large  part 
by  greater  foreign  demand,   it  would  be  heord  to  deny  that  speculation  is  fast  and 
loose  in  the  commodity  markets.    When  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  doubled  margin 
requirements  yesterday,  v^heat  had  passed  the  $3  point  for  the  second  time  in  3*^ 
years. 

Is  this,  possibly,  where  we  came  in  --  nearly  a  generation  ago? 
The  portents  are  ominous  despite  the  greatly  altered  world  picture  of  wheat 
production.   .   .  . 

All  of  this  seems  to  suggest  that  history  operates  in  stubborn  cycle.  Post- 
war I  cotton  fell  off  fromi  i+3  cents  a  pound  to  about  1^+  cents  before  the  speculation 
of  1920  had  run  its  course.     These  sharp  breaks  in  commodity  prices  were  followed 
by  a  depression,  and  then  a  leveling-of f ,  and  then  the  Great  Depression. 
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(The  nevjspapers-  and  magazines  from  ivhich  these  agricultural  item.s 

are  taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at 
6031)' 

Prom  l^Tevj-  York  Times,  I'larch  26  -  ■  . 

CITY  COUIICIL  ASKS  roOD  PRICE  INQUIRY;  RESOLUTION.  CALLS  ON  CONGRESS 
TO  DETERI^riNE  I}'  HIGH  COSTS  /JIE  R'^SUL.T  OF  CONSPIRACY-A  resolution  calling 
upon  Congress  to  investigate  the  "all-time  high"  level  of  food  prices  was  . 
adopted  unanimously  yesterday  by  the  City  Council. 

Joseph  T.  Sharkey,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council,  v^ho  Y^as  sponsor 
for  the  resolution,  said  he  hoped  the ^Council' s  action  ?rould  "bring  a  general 
outcry"'  from  other  parts  of  the/^KaP'^^iould  "get  something  done."  Because 
of  the  "outrageous  prices  being  charged  for  common  foodstuffs,"  many 
children  are  being  deprived  of  the  necessities  of  life,  he  asserted. 

The  average  American  vrants  to  knoT.--,  the  resolution  said,  vdiy  the 
excessive  prices  are  allovred  to  continue  and  "whether  it  is  the  result  of 
a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  selfish  groups  :.n  the  food  industry  or  the 
result  of  numerous  food  shipments  abroad.'' 


l\  p  ^  DAILY  Yi-m  NE'-^S  DI GEST 
i^j^  ^   (For  inarch  26,  1947) 


DAIRY  FARI"  STRIKE  ENFORnED  3Y  RTFLES-iimite,La»-Dairy  farmers  of 
Louisiana's  "Florida  parishes,"  an  area  which  once  fought  a  successful 
rebellion  against  Spain,  went  out  with  rifles  and  shotguns  today  to  enforce 
a  strike  against  a  decline  in  the  price  of  milk. 

Bands  of  farmers,  many  of  them  arnled,  seized  at  least  eight  tank 
trucks  and  emptied  about  50,000  gallons  of  milk  into  ditches.  There  y^ere 
no  reports  of  personal  violence. 

Distributors  in  New  Orleans,  principal  outlet  for  the  milk  produced 
in  the  area,  estimated  the  city's  supply  vrould  be  cut  in  half  if  the 
strike  continued.    The  State  capital  of  Baton  Rouge  and  several  other 
cities  are  expected  to  be  similarly  affected. 

Spokesmen  for  the  farmers  said  that  arrangements  were  being  made 
to  assure  adequate  milk  supplies  for  hospitals  and  other  public  institutions. 


RISE  IN  i'lILK  PRICE  SOUGffl  FOR  F/FlilERS-Revision  oi  the  formula  by 
which  the  farm  p)rice  of  milk  for  this  area  is  computed  was  advocated  yesterday. 

Spokesmen  for  dairymen  who  produce  most  of  the  city's  milk  supply 
also  requested  increases  to  farmers  for  their  milk  next  summer  and  fall. 
The  suggested  advances  would  amount  to  a  -rise  of  2  cents  a  quart  in  the 
retail  price. 

A  hearing  Yras  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture, 

L  I  B  RA-R  Y 


WAR  3  1  mi 
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From  Nev/  York  Tines  ^  March  26  - 

STUDIES  UNDER  ";.-'.Y  FOR  CROP  Ir^bUlu.hCE-'viiashington-v^n  intensive  revievv 
of  the  Federal  crop  insurance  pro^rai..  is  under  -vjay  in  preparation  for  a  shov.'- 
do"vvn  whether  or  not  it  viill  have  any  future  under  the  Ae;riculture  ^.ppropria- 
tions  Bill, 

Involved  in  the  hearin.'TS  before  the  iippropriations  Connittee  v;ill 
be  a  $25,000,000  grant  to  cover  the  rest  of  the  19^6  crop  obligations, 
due  to  cotton  losses,  as  well  as  the  1947-4-8  appropriations  for  next  year's 
wheat,  flax  and  cotton  crops,  and  sone  corn  and  tobacco  coverage, 

Gus  Geiosler,  manager  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insij.rance  Corporation 
said  today  that  his  recommendation  as  to  the  future  program  varied  b^- 
crops.    For  wheat  and  flax,  he  held,  it  would  be  necessary  to  discontinue 
insurance  only  in  the  areas  where  the  fanii  income  came  chiefly  from  some 
other  crop.    He  advocated  confining  cotton  insurance  in  general "to  those 
areas  in  which  it  is  indicated  we  can  operate  a  successful  program." 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Comjr.erce,  March  26  -  . 

TURPEKTINE  PRICE  GOES  BELO^.^  PiUITY:  970  QUOTED  III  SAVANNAH  Fl.RKET— 
SUPPORT  PLAN  IS  DELAYED-rashdngton-The  Government  will  not  begin  formulating 
a  1947  price  support  program^  for  turpentine  at  least  until  April,  despite 
a  drop  in  the  Savannah  market  to  more  than  $c  below  the  March  parity. 

Turpentine  dropped  to  97c  at  Savannah  today  after  varying  around 
111  during  the  past  week.    The  March  pa.rity,  s.at  the  Department  of  i.griculture 
on  the  basis  of  farmers'  costs  during  February,  is  ^1,021  a  gallon  at 
Savannah, 


SUGAR  DEJIAtJD    -Refined  su,:ar  demand  is  ii.iproving  ana  is  expected 
to  broaden  further  as  the  new  stairrp  No,  11  becomes  valid  on  ^^pril  1.  Only 
five  days  remain  for  Congress  to  act  on  sugar  lEgislation.  Rationing, 
otherwise,  expires  automatically  on  March  31, 


CCC  BACK  IN  Fu\RKET-Chicago  grain  futures  finish  with  a  display  of 
strength  follovdng  reports  that  CCC  has  rentercd  the  m.arket,  purchasing 
nev;  crop  wheat  in  the  Soutb.Yest ,    Earlier  trading  had  been  nervous,  with 
some  declines  noted. 


From  "^;ail  Street  Jo  urnal,  March  26  - 

BOi^^D  OF  TPJ.DE  VOTES  TO  REM/JN  OPEN  SATURDAYS  THIS  SUIS'IIR-Chicago-A  negative 
decisi  ^n  v/as  reached  y.^sterday  by  directors  of  the  Chj.cago  Board,  of  Trade  on  the 
question  of  closing  the  grain  department  on  Saturdays  during  the  summer  months. 

The  fact  that  j"^ain  growers  and  coimtry  shippers  v/ork  on  Saturdays, 
the  shortage  of  box  cars,  possible  demurrage  charges,  and  the  chance  of  grain 
deteriroating,  especially  during  the  hot  weather,  furnished  the  background 
for  the  decision. 
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From  Rockford,  (ill.)  Star,  March  19  - 

E/\R1!ERS  Ri.P  PRICE  HIKES,        ilffiAT:  FE>-.R  RECESSION-ia though  little 
wheat  is  grovm  in  the  Rockford  area,  l.innebago  county  farmers  yesterday 
ratched  prcies  for  grain  soar  to  $3  a  bushel  and  many  shook  their  heads 
in  opposition  to  pi'ice  increases  they  fear  v/ill  cause  another  postvrar 
economic  crisis ,  , 

Farm  Adviser  ttenry  R.  Brunnemeyer  said  a  majority  of  farmers  don  t 
want  prices  to  get"  out  of  line. 

" Farmers  shake  their  heads  when  they  hear  and  read  aoout  price 
increases  because  they  realise  that  eventually  consumers  are  going  to  stop 
buying  and  that  resistance  will  be  reflected  in  an  unstaole  economy  and 
lower  market  rates,''  Brunnemeyer  declared. 

"Hopes  for  a  level  economy  are  e.. pressed  uy  larmers  because  they 
know  that  sooner  or  later  the  price  pendulum  is  going  to  svdng  the  other 
way.    Most  of  them  just  hope  it  doesn't  go  too  far." 


From  Indianapolis,  (Ind.)  Star,  March  19  - 

OLD  RELIABLE  SUPPLY  AND  DEI L^ND-Editorial-T "heat  T^ent  to  ^",3.05  on  the 
Chicago  futures  market  yesterday.    If  any  Hoosier  farm.er  had  had  wheat 
on  hand  to  bring  to  the  Indianapolis  market  he  would  have  received  '^''2,7.5 
a  bushel.  No  telling  what  he  might  get  today  or  tomorrow. 

But  whatever  the  price  may  be,  the  groYier  knows  he  is  not  indebted  to 
iu'-iA,  OPA  or  any  other  relic  of  the  Nerr  Deal  days.    He  is  not  being  paid 
for  plo^ving  under  a  third  of  his  crop.    Nor  is  he  getting  a  subsidy  for 
irheat  he  did  not  raise. 

There  may  be  some  juggling  on  the  market,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
wheat  is  worth  $2c75  to  the  Indiana  farmer  b:.cause  of  demand  and  shortage 
of  available  supply.    That  price  is  what  it  is  vrorth  to  buyers,    -^t  is 
the  old  reliable  laif  of  supj^ly  and  demand  in  operation. 


From  Levdston,  (Me.)  Sun,  March  18  - 

BONUS  FOR  FKRl'.ERS-Editorial-The  Republican  party  can  hardly  expect 
to  escape  the  charge  of  double  talk  on  the  matter  of  government  economy 
when  one  group  vows  economies  runnD^ng  up  to  live  or  six  billion  dollars 
while  another  acts  in  the  opposition  airection. 

One  of  the  most  glaring  recent  examples  oi  goveriiment  extravagance 
and  subservience  to  political  pressure  was  the  spectacle  furnished  by 
the  Senate  Agriculture  committee,  controlled  of  course  by  the  Republicans, 

in  voting  Saturday  to  give  corn  and  v/heat  farmers  a  bonur  that  may  cost 
the  Treasury  up  to  a  billion  dollars. 

If  this  bill  passes,  which  we  fervently  hone  is  not  the  case,  a  big 
proportion  of  the  savings  the  GDP  hopes  to  make  in  President  Truman's 
19A8  budget  mil  go  by  the  board. 
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From  San  Antonio  (Tex)  Express,  Ilarch  17- 

SOmro  COmiSEL  mOV  cotton  production  COkNITTEE-Editorlal-To  ^.v.t  this 
State's  cotton  industry  on  its  feet  again,  Texas  farmers  should  increase 
their  plantings  from  last  year's  5  million  to  at  least  7  million  acres. 

It  is  even  more  important  that  farmers  strive  to  increase  the  yield 
per  acre.    Last  year,  on  the  average,  it  took  three  acres  to.  produce  one 
bale.    As  a  result,  Texas  harvested  its  shortest  crop  since  1889 — only 
about  1,700,000  bales,     ^or  19^7,  let  the  growers  set  their  mark  at  a 
half  bale  to  the  acre.    Even  that  yield  Trauld  fall  considei-ably  belov  the 
South  wide  average. 

Certain  older  cotton  States — ^Ivlississippi  and  Georgia,  for  examples — 
have  made  land  wliich  has  been,  in  cultivation  far  longer  than  the  Texas 
Blacklands  yield  almost  a  bale  to  the  acre.    Systematic  soil  building 
obtained  that  result.     Farmers  sowed  legumes  for  wdnter  cover  and  plowed 
under  the  croi-  for  green  manure.    Texans  profitably  m.ight  adopt  that 
course  t 


From-  Grand  Rapids,  (Mich.)  Herald,  Larch  18  - 

NEVER  TOO  OLD  TO  LE.JtN-Editorial-Twenty  two  farriers  in  the  Sparta 
area,  finishing  "school"  this  Y/eek,  are  estimated  to  have  saved  ^2, $00 
by  making  or  repairing  faim  tools  in  the  Sparta  .'^dult  Farm  Shop  during 
their  10  week  course,  but  that  is  onl^'"  the  first  dividend. 

Like  others  in  previous  classes  and  still  more  in  future  classes, 
they  Tail  take  with  them  the  "kno.iT  how"  of  shop  rrork  that  vdll  save  them, 
more  dollars  and,  m.ore  important,  prevent  farm  losses  by  keeping  their 
machinery  in  tip  top  shape  * 

But  even  more  than  the  finanical  saving  and  monetary  gain  ■"■i.ll  be 
the  satisf o.ction  of  having  neiv  skills  and  the  fun  they  seem  to  have  had 
in  working  and  learning  together. 


From  T.ichita,  (Kan.)  Beacon,  ilarch  18  - 

EROSION  IS  THE,  GRE^.T^^ST  ROBBER  OF  KANS^^S  SOIL-Editorial-Kansas  soil 
is  losing  ten  times  as  much  of  its  fertility  to  erosion  as  is  being 
required  for  the  production  of  crops.    This  warning  was  voiced  by  the  State 
conservation  leaders  at  the  outset  of  their  meeting  which  opened  in  ^'ichita 
Monday. 

Appropriations  for  the  expansion  of  conservation  v.ork  in  Kansas  is 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  1.  st  of  ^^ansas'  present  urgent  needs.    The  most 
serious  Kansas  problem,  conservation  experts  say,  is  agriculture.    If  more 
money  is  not  provided  for  oonservationwork,  it  is  predicted,  from  3jOUO,uOO 
to  4,000,000  acres  of  land,  nov:  producing  grain  crops,  must  Oc  turned  uack 
to  grass  land  to.allov.-  it  to  recover  its  fertility. 

Erosion  of  Kansas  soil  is  proceeding  at  a  rate  tnat  if  combatted  as 
at  present  vdll  require  65  years  to  overtake,    -^n  the  last  year  it  i/.as 
possible  to  treat  only  I.5  percent,  oi  the  total  state  acreage  that  is  in 
need  of  treatment  for  erosion. 
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From  Ner  York  Times,  March  31  - 

GRAIN  E:T0RT  held  PERIL  TO  E'^OFOFY;  TRADE  ROny  SEES  FT^ITHER  PRICE 
RISE  AS  SUPPLIES  DVINDLE,  URGES  CONGRESS  INOTrTRY-^^'ashington-The  National 
Association  of  Commodity  M'.rkets  and  Allied  Trades,  Inc.,  said  tonight 
that  the.  United  States  y;as  probably  shipping  abroad  larger  amounts  of  grain 
"than  are  safe  for  our  economy." 

J.  A,  Higgons  Jr.,  executive  vice  president  of  the  assocation,  vrote 
Senator  John  J.  V/illiams,  Republican  of  Delaimre: 

."Even  though  we  raised  the  largest  crop  in  history  the  total  visible 
supply  is  less  than  36,000,000  bushels,  and  each  ireek  inroads  are  being  made  on 
these  accumulations,  r/hich  have  had  a  marked  effect  on  prices  thus  far,  and  Y/ill 
probably  be  greatly  accentuated  as  our  supplies  dv/indle  further'^ 

Urging  A  Congressional  investigation  of  the  entire  grain  marketing 
situation,  Mr.  Kiggons  said: 

"The  market  is  faced  with  explosive  possibilities  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Government's  reputed  export  program  has  been  stepped  up  to  the  point  virher'e 
it  vdll  require  full  realization  of  the  bumper  crop  of  1,170,000,000  bushels 
indicated  in  the  last  crop  report  to  prevent  the  creation  of  a  supply  condition- 
that  v'ould  be  dangerous  in  this  country," 


TRADE  BOARD  URGES  Ei.PORT  COl/iROL  ELi.'-The  international  trade  section 
of  the  New' York  Board  of  Trade,  inc.,  went  on  record  over  tue  weekend  as  -.■ 
advocating  the  complete  elimination  of  export  controls  oy  June  30,  The 
organization,-  in  a  resolution  passed  unanimously,  endorsed  the  stand  of  Gen. 
Douglas  MacArthur* in  urging  their  prompt  discontinuance  as  an  excellent  May 
to  place  Japan  on  a  self-sustaining  basis.    The  position  applies,  according 
to  the  section,  not  only  to  Japan,  but  to  all  nations  including  the  United 
States , 

Offered  by  George  F.  Bauer,  director  of  the  group's  Government  relations 
division,  the  resolution  explained  that  the  "recommendation  for  the  discontinuance 
of  export  restrictions  is  based  on  the  practical  experience  of  business  leaders 
who  find  it  difficult  to  advance  the  sale  of  products  around  v^hich  exists  the 
uncertainty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  export  license,  following  their  sales 
efforts," 


POTATO  ACREAGE  TO  DROP:  12  PERCENT  U.S.  WDE  RECESSION  IS  E>:PECTED  ThTS 
YEAR-Albany-Pdtato  acreage  this  year  is  expected  to  drop  12  percent  below  I94.6  in 
New  York  and  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  according  to  a  report  issued  today  by 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Markets,    In  Nev>[  York,  according  to  plans 
revealed  by  leading  grovrers  and  summarized  in  the  Department -'s  report,  62,000  acres 
of  potatoes  ^vill  be  planted  on  Long  Island  and  another  8G,000  up-State.  The  figures 
for  Long  -'-sland  vfhere  the  acreage  has  been  increasing  in  recent  years,  indicate  a 
14  percent  decline  in  relation  to  1946,  but  an  11  percent  increase  over  the  ten 
year  average  from  1936^4*^,    The  up-State  estimate  is  11  percent  less  than  last 
year's  actual  acreage,  and  40  percent  belov/  the  ten  year  average." 
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From  WeviT  York  Times,  March  3I  - 

VfflOSE  PRICE  RISE?-Editorial-President  Truman  and  Secretary  oi  the 
Treasury  Snyder  have  expressed  their  concern  over  the  high  price  level  ana 
indicated  that  they  think  industry  should  ao  somethm-  about  it.    In  efiect, 
this  statement  places  the  responsibility  for  the  recent  price  spiral  upon  industry, 
'/vhile  there  is  no  doubt  that  rises  in  industrial  prices  have  contributed  to  the 
present  problem,  it  is  clear  that  onl^fSx. the  responsibility  rests  upon  industry. 
An  examination  of  price  changes  shoves  that  the  largest  increases  have  taken  place 
in  fam  and  food  prices.    An  analysis  of  the  rise  in  the  consumers'  rrice  index 
dur:"  ng  the  past  year,  for  exam^<le,  shores  that  70  percent  of  the  increase  v^as 
accounted  for  by  higher  food  prices.    Certainly  industry  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for  the  large  increases  here.    A  similar  picture  is  Shovm  r^hen  the  comparisons 
are  made  for  the  entire  wartime  period.    From  August  1939,  to  date  farm  prices 
has  risen  about  178  percent,  T/hile  industrial  prices  have  risen  only  percent. 

Government  policy,  rather  than  industrial  price  policj^,  must  bear  the 
primary  responsibility  for  the  present  high  level  xf  prices. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  3I  - 

SUGAR  PROSPECTS-Sugar  prices  v/ill  rise  substantially  follovang  decontrol 
on  Oct.  31  but  the  upward  pressure  v/ill  be  curbed  by  the  substantial  increase 
in  supplies  indicated  late  this  year  from  the  rise  in  the  current  Cuban  crop 
and  the  expansion  generally  in  1948  production. 


'TURPS'  PRICE  SUPPORT-Turpentine  productions  increase  expected  with 
warm  weather  seen  bar  to  price  support  by  Dpipa.rtment  of  Agriculture, 


SHORT  LIVED  SPU^'.T  SEEl!  MTH  SUGAR  DEC ONTROL-Be fore  sugar  rationing 
expires  tonight  at  midnight,  unless  there  is  a  last  minute  hitch.  Congress 
mil  have  passed,  and  the  President  signed,  nevr  legislation  continuing  sugar 
rationing  and  price  controls  until  October  11,  and  inventory  controls  to  March 
31,  19A8. 

The  importance  of  inventory  control  vail  be  a  negligible  factor  in 
the  market  since,  with  the  price  and  rationing  regulations  off  on  Oct.  31, 
manufacturers  villi  be  in  a  position  to  buy  unlimited  quantities  of  sugar  if 
they  are  prepared  to  step  up  their  operations  and  turn  sugar  into  an  end  product 
while  maintaining  sugar    inventories  at  not  more  than  a  30  days'  supnly. 

Once  the  initial  spurt  is, over  the  impression  is  that  industrial  users 
will  follow  a  conservative  policy  in  buying  for  inventory  purposes. 
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From  Dayton  (Ohio)  NeiYs  -  March  23  - 

JET/  E&BIERS  SOLD  \.mkT  AT  3SiG<M)  ir-iiiCB-^piraliing  wheat  prices  on  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  did  not  line  local  lamer 's  pockets  "with  gold  nor 
pad  their  -bank  accoiuits  ^idth  huge  balances,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
faimers  did  not  have  the  vi'-heat  to  sell  v.-hen  the  price  Twas  soaring. 

This  fact  was  definitely  developed  by  a  personal  inquiry  among  farmers, 
who  attended  Farm  and  Home  "'eek  at  Columbus.    Hove  than  200  mien  of  the  soil 
vrere  asked  the  question,  "How  m.uch  vfheat  do  you  have  to  sell  at  these        ■  : 
high  prices?"    And  almost  invariably  the  ansvfers  i'.'"ere  the  same — "none  at  ail," 

The  farmers  came  from  all  parts  of  the  state.    Some  from  the  Miami 
Valley,  some  from  the  central  counties  and  others  from  northern  part  of  the 
State , 

Of  all  the  persons  who  were  interviewed  only  one  had  his  194-6  r'-heat  crop. 
He  has  2260  bushels  on  imrehouse  receipts ,         stated  that  ever  since  the 
federal  loans  v/ere  made  available  for  wheat  and  other  gra.ins  he  has  followed 
the  policy  of  storing  his  grain  and  selling  it  later. 


FromXhicago  News,  March  19  - 

AhTDERSON  USE  TELESCOPE'S  'MCIIG  ENB-Editorial-An other  instance  of  seeing 
things  vnrong  end  to  is  the  complaint  in  government  circles  that  speculators 
in  grain  are  responsible  for  high  prices , 

If  Secretary  Anderson  would  look  through  the  right  end  of  the  telescope 
he  would  observe  that  the  goverranent  itself  is  responsible  for  the  price'  gains. 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  been  ;  buying  wheat  for  foreign 
shipm.ent  and,  even  though  transportation  is  so  bad  the  wheat  cannot  be  m.Oved, 
the  CCC  still  refuses  to  let  m.illers  use  it.    honrially  a  buj^er    in  the  position 
of  the  CCC  would  do  that  and  relieve  a  tense ' situation. 

Processors  and  rrdllers  suddenly  finding  their  suppli^cut  off,  are  obliged 
to  protect  themselves  by  buyi.ng  futures.    Even  the  government's  owi  statistics 
as  to  the  increase  in  the  "open  interest"  show  t hat  the  speculator  has  not 
been  other  than  aminor  incidental  factor  in  putting  up  the  price  of  v/heat . 


From  Amaha  (Nebr.)  IVorld  ^erald-March  23  -  '  ' 

THE   PRICE  OF  M^EAT -Editorial-Associated  Press  loiter  Al  Donking  toured 
the  Kansas  wheat  belt  and.  found  that  farmers  were  not  unanimously"  pleased  about 
the  fact  that  wheat  has  gone  to  $3  a  bushel. 

Many  agreed  with  an  ele\-ator  ouerator' vrtio  said:     "Yjliat  I'm  afraid  of  is  it 
v/ill  get  up  there  and  wham'." 

After  the  last  mr  it  was  v/ham'.  indeed. 

During  Y^rld  Vfar  I  wheat  at  ^^ansas  City  reacheda  monthly  average  of  |301. 
In  May,  1920,  it  y^s  still  at  ^2.93.    The  the  break  came,  and  by  April  1921, 
it  had  dropped  to  $1.33.    By  December  1932,  wheat  at  Kansas  City  was  dovm  to 
A2  cents. 

To  attempt  to  predict  the  future  from  the  past  is  always  perilous.  But 
it  migfit  be  well  for  vheat  growers  to  keep  in  mmd  the  fact  that  what  does  up 
can  come  dov.n  and  try  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
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From  Nachville  (Term. )  Tennessean,  March  19  - 

POLICE  KEEDED-Editorial  -  Wheat  hit  $3.05  yesterday  hefore  It  settled  baclc 
to  the  previous  day's  minimura.    On  its  rampage,  that  grain"  has  "been  exerting  an 
upward  tug  on  the  whole  price  structure,  and  a  direct  inflationary  effect  on  the 
cost  of  hread^  pastries,  animal  feed,  meat,  dairy  products,  and  fatv<5.    Riding  the 
upward  trend  is  a  host  of  speculators  attracted  "by  the  odor  of  unearned  gains. 

The    South 's  experience  with  the  speculative  boom  in  cotton,  v/hich  ended  in 
the  market  crash  of  last  fall,  points  the  way  toward  handling  the  wheat  hinge. 
Permanent  legislation  to  give  the  government  the  same  controls  over  the  produce 
markets  which  are  now  exercised  over  the  stock  and  "bond  exchanges  is  necessary  to 
protect  the  nation  from  the  -damages  which  the  speculator  can  do. 


From  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  March  22  - 

TEE  GRAIN  HAS  TO  MOVE -Edi tor iatl  -  While  grain  prices  soar'  on  the  markets, 
due  in  part  at  least  to  the  shortage  of  boxcars  to  bring  in  the  grain  which  has  been 
promised,  truck  lines  are  running  empty  to  Chicago  from  the  Twin  Cities  and  from 
the  Bakotas  into  the  Twin  Cities. 

Country  elevators  are  closed  in  town  after  town  because  they  are  filled  with 
grain.     The  grain  they  contain  cannot  be  shipped  to  terminals  for  lack  of  boxcars. 
Farmers  still  holding  grain  on  the  farm  cannot  bring  that  grain  into  the  already 
full  country  elevators. 

Midwestern  railroads  contend  their  boxcars  are  being  held  by  eastern  roads, 
and  the  reports  on  disposition  of  such  cars  bear  them  out. 

Stored  grain  is  deteriorating.    Another  crop  is  coming  up  in  the  southwest 
and  farmers  there  are  becoming  alarmed  already  about  the  expected  shortage  of 
transportation  to  move  it  to  market.     The  federal  government  repeats  and  repeats 
the  need  for  grain  is  tremendous,  at  home  and. abroad,   .   .  , 

It  is  time  pressure  was  applied  in  Washington  by  the  representatives  of  the 
midwest  in  congress  to  see  that  something  is  done. 


From  Memphis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  March  22  - 

FARMERS  SHOUT  EOWW  SOIL-SATING  PROGRAM-  Ruggedly  independent  farmers  of  the 
Sads  CoD-jmunity,  in  a  scene  reminiscent  of  an  Early  American  town  hall  debate,  last 
night  shouted  against  a  proposal  to  let  a  Goverrjnent  agecny  control  soil  conserva- 
tion work  here. 

"As  long  as  powder  will  burn,  one  muttered,  "nobody's  going  to  come  on  my 
land  and  tell  me  what  to  do  with  it." 

No  vote  was  taken  at  the  meeting  in  George  R.  James  School,  near  the  eastern 
county  line.     From  their  attitude,  however,  an  over-whelming  majority  of  the  80 
men  was  against  the  plan.     Five  farmers  cried  out  in  opposition;  only  one  ventured 
a  mild  and  hedged -in  approval. 

The  farmers  refused  a  Government  offer  of  "free"  heavy  land -moving  equipment. 
Use  of  the  surplus  machinery  depended  on  county  residents'  agreement  to  create  a 
Soil  Conservation  District,  Lucius  E.  Bui-ch  Jr.,  of  Collierville,  attorney,  told  the 
group . 
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From  NeT.i-  York  Tim.es,  March  24-  - 

BUSII^JESS  BACKS  U.S.  IN' STAND  ON  TRADE:  TRTJ'^AN  GALL  FIR  FREE  SYSTD^  /T 
APRIL  P;.RLEY  IK  GENEVA  TINS  GENm^L  SUPFORT-Despite  much  detailed  criticism 
and  inner  conflict,  the  American  business  community/"  as  a  T^hole  strongly 
supports  the  principles  and  objectives  of  the  Truman  Administration's  program 
for  the  Geneva  Conference  scheduled  to  open  on  April  10. 

The  conference  villi  bring  together  the  eighteen  principal  trading  nations 
of  the  world,  outside  of  Russia,  to  adopt  the  charter  of  an  International 
Trade  Organization  and  to  negotiate  rfeciprocal  trade  agreements. 

Business  men  here  expect  the  principal  issue  to  lie  in  the  fundamiental 
differences  between  the  iJiierican  concept  of  freer  world  trade",  mth  an 
expanding  economy  based  upon  maxim.un  encouragement  of  free  enterprise  and 
com.petition,  and  the  British  and  European  preference  for  socialization  and 
cartelj.zation.. 


$2  BILLION  11-  FOOD  EXPORTED  IN  I9465  COMIffiRCE  DEPARTriENT  REPORT  PUTS  RISE 
OVER  *45  AT  29.5^ — CASH  PAID  FOR  62 .5^'i^'ashington-More  than  ^2,t;o0,000,000 
vrorth  of  food  Y/as  exported  from  this  country  in  1946,  the  Department  of 
Gomimerce  reported  tonight. 

The  dollar  value,  $2,l66,49b,uG0,  was  29,5  per  cent  more  than  1945. 
Of  this,  $1,353,579,000,  or  62,5  per  cent,  was  paid  for  in  cash  while  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  ^i.drainistration  and  lendlease  made  up  the 
rest.    Only  28.2  percent  of  1945  food  shipments  i^ere  paid  for  in  cash, 

UNRR.'.  shipments  were  valued  at  f',62B,4'Q3,000  last  year,  more  than  double 
what  they  were  in  1945,  but  lend  lease  shiments,  valued  ?t  ?!*;184,424,000 
were  less  than  a  fifth  of  their  1945  total. 

Imports  of  foodstuffs  into  this  country  rose  to  ."f^l, 342,148,000  last  * 
year,  up  16,2  percsntfrom  the  previous  year. 

Among  the  exports  greatest  increases  in  I946  over  1945  were  in  meat 
products,  grains  and  fruits. 


From  N.T.  Journal  of  Comciaro©,  Mar  eh  24  - 

imiD  l/"HEi\T  PACT-Committees  of  the  International  'i'/heat  Conference  mil 
begin 'Work  today  on  drafting  of  the  proposed  world  wheat  agreement,  but  as 
yet  Argentina's  reaction  to  setting  of  a  maximum  price  has  not  been  received, 
and  some  observers  believe  this  is  essential  to  success  of  any  agreement.  ' 
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Prom  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  March  2U  - 

SUGAR-Ne-w  package  differentials  on  refined  sugar  vrere  made  operative  ty 
refiners  on  Saturday  follov/ing  OPA  sanction  to  the  refiners  to  adjust  prices. 
The  increase  to  better  than  6,000,000  tons  in  estimates  for  the  1947  Cuban 
crop  is  believed  to  be  a  factor  in  House  action  in  cutting  the  Goverrjnent 
control  period  to  October  31,  instead  of  March  31,  19/+8,,as  many  had  expected. 


FROZEN  FOOD  OUTLuOK-J'rozen  foods  industry  convention  and  exposition  end 
in  San' Francisco  on  an  optomietic  note,  vdtl;  most  trade  leaders  con-'/inced 
that  the  worst  of  the  postY/ar  price  chaos  in  their  field  is  over,  and  much 
of  the  burdensome  carryover  liquidated.    Packers,  meamvhile^  are  curtailing 
packs  in  favor  of  o^uality,  and  stren.gthening  their  sales  position  through 
use  of  brokers. 


N.E,  POULTRY  PRODUCERS  ADOPT  5-POINT  PROGRAM-Trumansburg,  NY.^  John  V.B. 
Rice,  vice  president  and  Ner;  York  Director  of  the  ^^'ortheastern  Poultry 
Producers  Council,  announced  today  a  5-point  NEPPCO  legislative  program 
which  he  said  will  be  taken  to  V'ashington  for  sustained  action  in  cooneration 
with  other,  poultry  organizations . 


From  ¥all  Street  Journal,  March  2-4  - 

ANDERSON  SEEKS  CtLiNGES  IN  PAINTY  FOHvIULAS  TO  MEET  NE7  CONDITIONS:  AGRICll^TUT^E 
SECRETARY  CITES  G1-L;NGES  IN  FARMING  METHODS  Ai^ID  SHIFTS  IN  Vimim  SINCE  1914- 
"Creaks  in  the  joints  of  the  parity  system  are  becoming  apparent,"  v.Tites  Clinton 
■P.,  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agricult\.ire,  in  today's  issue  of  Barron's,  National 
Business  and  Financial  T/eekly.  , 

Since  the  rather  distant  base  period  of  .  1909-1^'  the  Secretary  declares, 
"production  of  some  grains  has  become  highly  mechanized  ana  they  can  be  groT«m 
more  cheaply  now  than  then.    On  the  other  hand,  milk  ana  meat  cost  more  to 
produce,  and  parity  prices  would  n^jD  furnish  producers  ivith  sufficient  returns," 

The  Secretary  says  he  has  proposed  to  ^^ouse  and  Sunate  comi.iittees  that 
parity  formulas  be  changed  to  take  into  account  teciinological  changes  and 
shifts  in  demand  for  farm  products.    He  declares,  hov.'ever,  that  any  changes 
should  not  affect  carrying  our  wartime  promises  to  farmer  of  price  support. 

Mr.  Anderson  asserts  that  .Stcagall  prices  fthc  Stea  gall  amendm.ent  to  the 
Price  Control  Act  of  1Q42  pledges  price  supports  until  Oec .  1,  194?) to  producers 
of  several  farm  crops  on  potatoes  and  egffs  are  too  high. 

He  warns  farmers  that  they  may  face  ^anuary  1,  1949^  vdth  an  expanded 
producing  apparatus  and  a  glutted  market.    Some  method  must  be  devised  to  bring 
production  into  line  vith  demand  bjr  acreage  control,  the  Secretary  concludes. 
He  would  do  this  b'  positive  curbs.    He  declares  against  letting  nrices 
find  their  free  mai'ket  level.,  mth  the  Government  making  the  difference  to 
the  farmer. 
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From  the  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  March  l6  - 

GRAIN  BOXCAE  LACK  CITED;  THATCHER  BLAMES   'EASTERN  HIJACKERS'  -  The  nation 
is  running  into  a  wheat  shortage  this  spring  which  will  b^uch  worse  than  in  the 
spring  of  19^6,  unless  county  elevators  are  furnished  boxcars  to  move  the  grain  to 
market,  M.W.  Thatcher,  general  manager  of  Farmers  Union  Grain  Terminal  association 
said  Saturday. 

Thatcher  based  his  warning  on  the  growing  volmne  of  telegrams  protesting 
the  failure  of  railroads  to  deliver  boxcars  and  on  a  personal  trip  through  Montana 
and  North  Dakota. 

Thatcher  said  that  while  "statistically  there  is  a  real  shortage  of  rail- 
way cars  and  the  nation  needs  at  least  100,000  new  cars  to  meet  traffic  require- 
ments, the  situation  is  much  worse  in  the  grain  areas  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
nation. "  " 

He  attributed  the  present  grain  crisis  to  "kidnaping  and  hijacking"  of  box- 
cars by  eastern  railroads." 


From  the  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  March  l6  - 

FAEMER  HOLDS  MEAT  CONTROLS,  EXPERT  SAYS  -  Unlimited  sources  of  market 
information  places  the  farmer  in  a  most  favorable  position  to  influence  the  trend 
of  meat  prices,  Oscar  Swenson,  chodrman  of  the  state  senate  agricultural  committee, 
asserted  Saturday. 

The  farmer's  ability  to  regulate  the  flow  of  meat  animals  to  market,  based 
on  information  available,  gives  him  basic  control,  Swenson  said. 


From  the  Omaha  (Neb.)  World  Herald,  March  1?  -      •    ■  • 

PUEEBEED  HOG  EAISEES  ANGEY;  SAY  HYBEID  VARIETIES  ONLY  EXPERIMENTS  -  Pure- 
bred hog  associations  are  leveling  their  guns  at  the  so-called  hybrid  hogs  which 
thus  far  are  mostly  in  the  experimental  stage. 

Thousands  of  words  are  being  published  to  show  that  (l)  hybrid  hogs  are 
not  really  hybrids  in  the  same  sense  that  hybrid  corn  is  a  hybrid;  (2)  so-called 
hybrid  hogs  have  not  proved  any  superiority  over  purebreds;  (3)  experiment  sta- 
tions are  just  wasting  their  time  trying  to  produce  superior  types  of  swine  by 
crossing  inbred  strains . 

Producers  of  purebreds  have  an  excellent  opportunity  to  prove  their  case, 
if  their  case  is  sound. 

They  have  only  to  produce  purebreds  that  are  better  than  any  kind  of  cross - 

breds . 


From  the  Burlington  (Vt.)  Free  Press,  March  l8  - 

ENRICHING  FLOUR  -  Editorial  -  Vermont  is  one  of  several  states  in  the  pro- 
cess of  enacting  legislation  for  the  enrichment  of  white  flour,  in  order  that 
bread  and  other  products  made  with  this  flour  may  be  more  nutritious.     This  was  a 
federal  requirement  during  the  war,  but  when  the  federal  war  powers  ended,  this 
was  made  the  responsibility  of  the  States.    A  bill  to  provide  for  this  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate  early  in  the  session  (S.?)  and  has  passed  the  Senate.    It  has 
been  reported  that  some  questions  were  raised  by  dairy  farmers  who  feared  that  it 
might  mean  using  less  milk  in  bread,  but  there  is  really  no "cause  for  worry  in 
that  regard.    No  food  values . .already  going  into  bread  will  be  omitted,  but  the 
enrichment  in  the  form  of  vitamins  .will  be  added.. 

•      .      ■      -  -  -  -Farm  Digest  5T5-'^7 


From  the  Boston  (Mass.)  Herald,  March  IT  - 

THE  POTATO  CRIME  -  Editorial  -  There  may  t>e  no  use  in  crying  over  spilt- 
milk  potatoes.    But  the  millions  of  bushels  of  spuds  that  have  "been  destroyed  this 
winter  while  the  ugly  edema  of  hunger  "bloated  the  starved  tissues  of  peoples 
ahroad  ought  to  make  us  wonder  whether  we  did  all  we  could. 

Mostly  we  accept  agricultural  surpluses  in  this  country  as  nuisances.  The 
government  is  already  preparing  to  crack  dovm  on  growers  who  exceed  the  19^7 
acreage  limitations.    But  Governor  Hildreth  of  Maine  is  one  who  greets  surpluses 
as  a  challenge.    He  is  pressing  for  a  plan  to  use  a  four  percent  mixture  of 
potato  flour  with  wheat  in  bread  and  cake,  which  would,  on  a  national  scale,  take 
care  of  any  surplus.     This  has  been  done  in  the  past,  and  the  resulting  product 
is  Improved,  being  moister  and  better .  keeping.    The  wheat  saved  could,  if  it  is 
more  efficient  to  do  so,  be  sent  abroad. 

We  ought  to  understand  at  once  that  there  will  never  be  in  the  foreseeable 
future  any  real  world  agricultural  surpluses. 


From  the  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Constitution,  March  ik  - 

COTTON  CROP  INSURANCE  FAILURE  -  Editorial  -  Inability  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  meet  payments  for  losses  of  half  the  cotton  crop  losses  last 
year  is  an  indication  either  of  faulty  fundamental  planning  or  grossly  inefficient 
administration  of  the  entire  crop  insurance  program.    It  is  the  second  time  with- 
in five  years  that  the  crop  insurance  program  has  run  into  difficulty. . .NOw  the 
Agriculture  Department  reports  it  lacks  $20,000,000  plus  administrative  expenses, 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  program  for  last  year. 

Figures  released  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  shov7  that  losses  on 
the  cotton  crop  alone  last  year  amounted  to  more  thr.n  four  times  the  premiums 
paid.     Such  a  costly  error  on  the  part  of  a  private  insurance  company  probably 
would  throw  the  firm  into  bankruptcy  and  certainly  would  cause  the  immediate  dis- 
charge of  the  actuary  responsible.    But  an  agency  of  the  Governmnnt  seemingly  can 
operate  with  the  most  inexcusable  lack  of  foresight  and  then  come  crawling  to 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  to  make  up  the  deficit. 

The  cotton  farmers  who  paid  for  crop  insurance  hold  a  bona  fide  contract 
with  the  Government  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  meet  the  obligation 
without  expensive  delay, for  the  farmers.    Meanwhile,  Congress  should  order  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  crop  insurance  program  as  a  whole  and  demand  that 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  place  it  upon  a  business  basis  which  will  enable  the 
program  to  cover  all,  contingencies. 


From  the  Birmingham  (Ala.)  News --Age- -Herald,  March  l6  - 

THE  TRUTH  AT  AUBURN  -  Editorial  -  One  thing  would  seem  to  be  beyond  ques- 
tion in  all  the  controversy  over  the  Extension  Service  of  the  Alabama  Polytechnic 
Institute  at  Auburn.    It  is  that  the  public  is  in  neod  of  more  information  on  the 
record  and  activities  of  this  organization. 

There  are  those  who  say  that  it  is  to  bo  taken  for  granted  that  the  Exten- 
sion Service  does  engage  in  political , activity,  that  everybody  familiar  \rith  its 
activities  knows  that  it  does,  that  such  activity  is  to  be  expected  in  the  nature 
of  things.    But  this  is  much  too  general  a  comment  to  provide  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Alabama.    If  there  is  such  activity,  to  what  extent  does  it  prevail  and 
of  exactly  what  kind  is  it?    IVhat  about  the  efficiency  of  the  service?  These 
questions  are  so  widespread,  so  insistent,  that  more  light  on  the  whole  subject  is 
urgently  needed.     Those  who  maintain  that  the  Extension  Service  has  been  un3ustly 
attacked  should  welcome  a  fair  inquiry  as  should  those  who  have  criticisms  and 
■charges  to  make.  -  -  -  Farm  Digest  '?T?-^1 
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.S..  DEPAR'TMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Information 
Washington  25^  D.C. 


(The  newspapers  aad  magazines  from""wniCnl  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Pre s"s""^"ervT!?S7"  Roem"4ii4«A-»««l  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.-) 

From  New  York  Timcs^  March  21  - 

U.S.  BARS  GRAIN  TO  YUGOSLAVS;  FINDS  OTHERS  IN  GREATER  MED-Washlngton  -  The 
United.  States  has  tixrned  down  on  all  counts  Yugoslavia's  requests  for  grain  to 
relieTe  her  food  needs^  the  State  Department  announced  today.    Under  the  decision, 
Yugoslavia  will  get  no  relief  from  the  $350,000,000  appropriation  hill  now  tefore 
Congress . 

Neither  will  she  he  permitted  to  acquire  grain  here  for  several  months, 
if  then,  either  through  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehahilitation  Administration 
channels  or  "by  outright  purchase,   .   .  . 

The  State  Department  held  that  Yugoslavia  either  was  in  a  position  to 
take  care  of  her  own  needs  or,  if  this  were  not  entirely  the  case,   she  did  not 
stand  as  a  country  in  "greatest  need"  and  therefore  must  he  passed  over. 


BUWEE  CROPS  SEEN  IN  PLANTING  PLANS -Washington,  (AP)   -  Another  humper  crop 
production  year,  topped  hy  what  may  "be  the  largest  wheat  crop  ever  harvested, 
was  forecast  today  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,     The  forecast  was  in  a  re- 
port shov/ing  farmers  plan  to  plant  slightly  larger  acreages  than  diiring  the  last 
two  seasons. 


LOSSES  ON  CROPS  SHOWN;  NEW  BASIS  FOR  U.  S.  INSURANCE  FIGURING  URGED  BY 
GEISSLER -Washington,  (i^T)   -  Reporting  that  the  Government  has  lost  $67,^00,000  on 
crop  insurance,  Gus  Geissler,  manager  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corportion, 
recommended  today  that  "we  retreat  to  a,  more  nearly  experimental  "basis."    He  told 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee  zhe  program  should  he  continued,  hut  that  it 
should  he  determined  how  to  get  various  crops  on  a  tasis  where  premiums  will  cover 
lessee. 

He  suggested  that  Congress  authorize  the  corporation  to  figure  hoth  prem- 
iums and  loss  payments  in  either  the  parity  price  or  support  price  of  covered 
commodities,  .  •■  ■. 


PRICE  INDEX  DROPS  WITH  FOOD  CHEAPER;  FIVE-Vv'EEK  ADVANCE  IS  HALTED  BY  0.3^0 
DECLINE  FOR  WEFiC  ENDED  ON  MAF:CH  Ip-Washington  -  After  five  weeks  of  steady  advances, 
average  primary  market  prices  dropped  0.3  per  cent  hecause  of  lower  prices  for 
some  foods  during  the  week  ended  March  15,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Sta- 
tistics of  the  United  States  Department  of  Labor.   .   ,  . 

Substantial  declines  for  pork  and  butter  were  primarily  responsible  for  a 
decrease  of  2.5  pe^  cent  in  food  prices  during  the  week.     On  the  average  foods 
were  3-5  pe^^  cent  higher  than  four  xreeks  earlier  and  52-1  pe^"  cent  above  a  year 
ago. 


(For  other  items  from  today's 
N.Y.  Times,  turn  to  page  2.) 
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From  j)Iew  York  Times^  March  21  (Cont.)  - 

WHI1E  HOUSE  CMCSLS  EGG -ROLLING,  AS  IN  WAR,  BECAUSE  MAI^  STARVE -Washington  - 
The  continusd  cancellation  of  the  traditional  annual  VThite  House  egg  rolling  on 
Easter  Monday,  which  was  not  held  during  war  times,  was  annoujiced  today  hy  Mrs. 
James  M.  Helm,  the  VTiite  House  social  secretary. 

Mrs.  Helm  said  that  with  so  much  hunger  in  the  vrorli  the  White  House  would 
not  foster  "an  orgy  of  wasted  eggs." 


MILK  PRICE  WILL  STAY  LT;  SEASONAL  DROP  IN  THIS  AREA  IS  DELAYED  A  MONTH  TO 
MAY  1-VJashington  -  The  Department  of  Agriculture  said  today  that  "because  of  the 
recent  increase  in  cattle -feeding  costs  A.pril  fluid  milk  prices  for  the  New  York 
milk  shed  would  "be  held  at  the  March  level  until  Maj^  1  instead  of  making  the 
seasonal  drop  scheduled  for  April  1. 

The  order  covering  minimum  producer  prices  applies  also  to  the  other  large 
northeastern  markets,  Boston,  Lowell,  Lawrence  and  Fall  River,  Mass.,  so  that 
unequal  price  relationships  would  not  attract  milk  from  one  shed  to  the  other. 

These  are  the  continuing  prices:  New  York,  3*5  per  cent  hutterfat,  $i^-.58 
per  G.w.t.;  Boston,  3«7  P^^^  cent  "buttorfat,  .$^+.77;  Lowell-Lawrence,  3.7  per  cent 
hutterfat  f .o.h.  city  $5.21;  Fall  River,   3.7  hutterfat,  f.o."b.  city  $5-52. 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  March  21  - 

19k6  COTTON  CROP  OVER  EXPECTATIONS;  CENSUS  BUREAU  REPORTS  8,513,U89  BLS. 
GINNED  IN  CURRENT  SEASON -Washington  -  The  Census  Bureau  reported  today  that  8,513;- 
489  running  bales  of  cotton  were  produced  during  the  current  season  in  the  United 
States,,  the  shortest  crop  since  1921.    The  totals  were  atout  200,000  running  "bales 
more  than  the  trade  had  expected  on  the  "basis  of  tb.;  Dec.  1  forecast  of  8,3l6,00 
running  "bales. 


SOUTH  ALASKA'S  VIRGIN  TIMBERLANTS  REVv^AED  LONG  SEARCH  FOR  NEWSPRINT -Washing- 
ton -  Tim"berland3  of  Southeast  Alaska  will  soon  "be  opened  to  a  newsprint  industry 
whose  prospects  for  expanding  production  elsewhere  on  the  continent  are  cramiped 
"by  diminishing  forests. 

It  is  known  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  intends  to  call  for  bids  on 
Alaskan  tim"ber  within  a  few  weeks.     Two  large  United  States  newsprint  concerns, 
after  surveying  the  site,  have  indicated  their  immediate  intention  to  install  mills 
in  Alaska. 

Names  of  the  two  concerns  and  the  financial  interests  "behind  the  prospec- 
tive ventures  will  "be  announced  shortly,  vrhen  USDA's  Forest  Service  advertises  for 
hids  on  timher  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest  of  Southeast  Alaska. 


From  New  York  \  all  Street  Journal,  March  21  - 

PRICE  SUPPORT  f^r  fa^m  crops  won't  be  made  permanent  by  this  Congress.  Pre- 
sent authority  expires  at  the  end  of  19^8..   Five  such  programs  now  operate,  but  a 
price  plunge  could  force  the  Government  "CO  put  "floors"  under  l60-odd  commodities. 
Uncle  £em  already  owns  22  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs,  a  half  million  turkeys. 
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Jrom  Limchotirg  (Va.)  Hews,  Mar,  15  - 

A  "/ISIl  S2A.HT  -  Editorial  ~  Secretary  Anderson,  advocating  "further  correc- 
tive measures to  curl)  "speculative  excesses"  in 'the  nation' s  cominodity  mar- 
kets,  said -an  investigation  "by  the  Agriculture  Department's  Cominodity  Hxchange 
Authority  of  the  spectacular  cotton  market  collapse  last  October  shows  the 
need  for  additional  controls,  •'  ■ 

Secretary  Andersen  has  made  only  one  specific  recommendation  and  that 
deals  v/ith  the  cotton  market.    He  has  asked  the  Commodity  Exchange  Commission 
to  limit  speculative  holdings  of  individual  traders  to  30,000  "bales  of  cotton 
in  all  futures  com-oined.    Present  regulations  permit  30,000  "bales  in  each 
future,    iThe  commission,  which  is  composed  of  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture 
and  Ccnimcrce  and  the  Attorney  General,   is  expected  to  approve  this  nev/  limita- 
tion soon« 

Secretary  Anderson  in  making  his  recommendation  concerning  the  cotton 
market  has  not  acted  hastily.    He  has  awaited  the  findings  of  a  'b[Dard  of  ex~ 
perts.    The  ITews  "believes  the  Secretary  is  on  the  right  track.    He  should 
direct  his  department's  Commodity  Exchange  Authority  to  make  studios  in  other 
commodity  fields  and  su"bmit  the  results  for  consideratione 

Margin  trading  can  "become  like  a  run-away  steed  quickly.    Unless  the 
reins  are  tightened  a  runaway  horse  can  plunge  over  the  precipice* 

From  Philadelphia  (Pa,)  Bulletin,  ifer,  17  -       •  ■ 

15-C^I2  mSAK  Airo  $3  li/HEAT  _  Editorial  -  Throughout  most  of  the  country 
"bread  prices  liave  Just  gone  up  a  cent  a  loaf,'    The  old  nickel  loaf  of  lamented 
memory  thus  recedes  farther  into  history*  .  . 

rearer  "bread  cuts  •'a  considcra'ble  hole  in  the  food  "budget  of  large  families 
with  low  incomes.     They  arc  the.  hig  "bread  eaters  of  the  country. 

The  price  is  a  direct  reflection  of  wheat  prices,     Recently*  v;heat has  "been 
selling  for  cash  at  32,75  a  "bushel  in  Chicago,  up  63  cents  since  the  first  of 
rhe  year,  and  almost  a  dollar  in  ti>e  last  twelve  months, 

For  farmers  with  wheat  stored  in  "bins  or  elevators  or  even  under  Govern^ 
ment  loans^.  this  gain  means  almost  unprecedented  prosperity,    Earely  have  wheat 
prices  been  higher.    In  May,  1917,   they  touched  $3,01  -a  bushel  c^t  Kansas  City, 
and  in  Hay,  1920,   $2,93,     These  prices  contrasted  v/ith  42  cents  in  December, 
1932,  a  figure  that  meant  about  30  cents  on  the  farm  and  caused  Some  farmers, 
to  bui^n  v/heat  rather  than  market  it,  '    •  '       •  ' 

Prom  Memphis  (Term,)  Commercial  Appeal,  Mar„  14  ^  • 

KIIZIP  HOZ  lUIICH  PLAIT  -  Editorial  -  The  determination  of  Memphis  and  Shelby 
County  school  authorities  to  continue  the  "hot  liinch  program"  for  school 
children  is  reassuring. 

Perhaps  the  responsibility  for  such  a  program  rests  on  the  local, level  in- 
stead of  through  Pederal  aid,  but  the  important  thing  is  that  it  will  bo  conr- 
tinued.    We  long  have  been  suspicious  of  federal  handouts,  for  usually  they  are 
accompanied  by  a  "papa  fix"  bureaucrat  who  v;ants  everything  in  sight,.  The 
school  lunch  assistance  did  not  seem  to  be  thus  burdened,  and  it  probably  will 
mean  a  loss_  to  children  in  communities  where  the  school  administrators  are 
less  sensitive  to  the  pupil's  dietary  needs  and  less  resolute  in  going  about 
getting  aido  ■       '  •• 
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From  G-rand  Sapids  (Mich.)  Herald,  Kar«  14  - 

[THE  SUGAP  MUEI1L::d  -  Editorial      Rcp.  Al"bert  J*  Ingel  of  Muskegon,  justifia- 
"bly  concerned  for  the  fruit  and  vegetalDle  growers  of  his  district,  v;hosc  pro-  , 
ducts  go  to  waste  for  lack  of  sugar  for  canning,   calls  attention  to  some  glarii^g 
inequities  in  distr ilDution*  ,  \ 

The  40  per  cent  increase  in  the  household  sugar  ration  —  from  25  pounds;  ' 
to  35  pounds  for  each  "oerson  —  looks  generous,  he  points  out,  hut  it  is  like 
"giving  a  iDcrson  a  di^e  instead  of  a  nickel  when  he  needs  50  cents  for  a  meal," 
He  was  talking  ahout  the  increase  that  gives  the  home  consumer  an  extra  10  p 
pounds,   out  takes  away  the  extra  10  iDOunds  ration  for  home  canning  \7hich  ©as 
given  in  past  years. 

The  family  ^'/hich  puts  up  its  cv;n  caruied  fruits  gains  nothir^. 
The  family  which  huys  corai;:er cially  canned  fruit  gains  10  pounds  a  person, 
Mr,  lintel  goes  part  way  in  approaching  a  solution  when  he  proposes  an 
extra  10-pound  canning  ration  for  "bona  fide  farm  residents.    He  v;ill  heo-r  pro- 
tests from  many  City  residents  on  that  score,   for -mar^  a  housev^ife  prefers  her 
own  car-iicd  peaches  and  cherries  and  what  not  to  the  variety  that  comes  from 
grocery  shelves  in  tins, 

From  G-rand  Rapids  Press,  Mar,  18  - 

POITISR  U.  S.  SPUD  EIIPOHT  -  Will  "the  federal  report  on  March  1  potato 
holdings  have  the  same  effect  upon  the  tutor  deal  as  the  Jan,  1  report  hr^d  on 
the  onion  deal? 

Tha.t  question  was  pondered  hy  memhers  of  the  west  Michigan  potato  trade 
attending  Tuesday' s  quiet  session  of  the  city  v/holesalc  market. 

Dealers  and  grov/ers  recalled  hcv;  the  union  market  put  on  a  year-end 
spurt  in  price  values  and  then  abruptly  turned  hcarish  uiDon  release  of  '.a  ■ 
federal  report  showing, Jan,  1  holdings  to  he  allegedly  larger  tha,n  stocks 
actua-lly  in  storage.     The  ^nnicn  prodiicers  charged  the  government  with  making 
a  "hum"  guess,  _  ^  • 

Grand  Rapids  potato  handlers  hoped  the  same  "bearish  development  would 
not  take  place  in  the  tuher  deal.     There  was  a  feeling  that  federa,l  s'tatis— 

icians  may  have  "been  more  careful  in  their  latest  estimate,   after  having  "been 
taken  to  task  by  the  onion  grcv;ers,  '  -  ■■ 

Prom  E"ashville  Tennessean,  Mar,  IB  -  ■ 

DLOCi^USiTT  DOLLARS-  Editerial  -  In  Rohertson  County  there  ,  are  fiftj^-four 
farm  operators  who  "bought  t  he  ir.,  far  mi  s-  under  the- Banlchead-Jones  Tenant  Purchase 
Act,     During  1946  these  tencxnt  purchase  "borrcv/ers  made  an  average  payment  of 
$1,000  on  their  loans,  •  '    •■  .  . 

G-ranted  that-  conditions  are  very' favcrahle  for  agricultural  loan  repay- 
ment,  these  a.rc  still  eloquent  dollars. 

Because  of  its  limited  operation,   the  tenant  purchase  law  has  "been  no  more 
than  an  experiment  to  determ^ine  if  the  evil  of  tenantry  can  "be  eliminated. 
Tested  in  a  small  way  in  most  of  the  counties  of  the  nation,   the _  law  lias  "been 
a  most  successful  experiment,  • 

It  has  opened  the  way  fq  a  land  progrrm  on  a  gigantic  scale.  Certain 
changes  should  of  course  he  made  in  the  bigger  program,     The_  test'  pro-gram  has 
shown  that  the  interest  rate  is,t(bo  high  and  that  the  duration  of  the  loand 
should  he  extended  to  counteract  the  effects  of  a  depression, 
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